
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, February 10, 2020 – 10:00 A.M. 

 
 
Steve McNally, Chairperson 
Ike Tyler, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman McNally called this Human Services Meeting to order at 10:05 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Clayton Barber, Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, 
Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, Roy Holzer, Kenneth Hughes, Stephen McNally, Noel 
Merrihew, James Monty, Jay Rand Jr., Tom Scozzafava, Jeffrey Subra, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete 
Wilson, and Davina Winemiller.   Shaun Gillilland was previously excused. 

 
Department Heads present:  Patty Bashaw, Brandon Boutelle, Judith Garrison, Don Jaquish, Sue 
Montgomery-Corey, Daniel Palmer, David Reynolds, Heather Sheehan and Kristy Sprague. 
 
Deputies present:  Max Thwaits 
 
News Media present: Tim Rowland - Sun News 
 
Also present:  Kellie Valentine and Seth Celotti. 
 
 
McNALLY:  I will call this public safety committee to order.  Veteran’s office – Mr. Merrihew. 
 
MERRIHEW:  Thank you sir.  No report this morning. 
 
McNALLY:  County sealer, excused.  Resolution accepting and placing on file the 2019 Weights 
& Measures annual report. 
 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND PLACING ON FILE THE 2019 WEIGHTS & MEASURES 
ANNUAL REPORT.   Tyler, Winemiller 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 

**** 
  

The next item on the agenda was the Board of Elections with Sue Montgomery-Corey 
reporting as follows: 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Good morning.  One of the things that we hoped to have on the 
agenda today was acceptance of our 2019 annual report which was sent over before the end of 
January as required to by State Law.  So we would hope to have a motion accepting the report 
as filed. 
 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND PLACING ON FILE THE 2019 BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
ANNUAL REPORT.   Rand, Harrington 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Thanks so much. 
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And other than that we’re working on plans for the 2020 election cycle. We’re working now on 
getting ready for the Presidential primary at the end of April and Friday of this week is the last day 
for anyone who is interested in changing their party affiliation prior to the Presidential primary can 
do so. Those party changes need to be filed with the Board of Elections and actually in our office 
on the 14th, it can’t be postmarked so that’s just a piece of information for you and if you have any 
other questions for us I will entertain them. 
 
PALMER:  What is the first day for filing petitions for local office? 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  For local office?  I did not bring the calendar with me.  I’m sorry.  I will 
get that out to you.  I don’t have that in my head.  When they made all the changes to election law 
the fifty bills they passed last year and the ones they are working on this year I stopped trying to 
keep the deadlines in my head so next time I will bring my calendar with me. 
 
PALMER: Okay. Thanks. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Anything else? 
 
HARRINGTON:  Yes if we can have discussion in regards to the Presidential electoral college.  I 
bring this up because the State’s regiment how the electors are placed for total counts.  I want to 
make you aware that both Maine and Nebraska’s electoral votes are separated with the 
Congressional Districts meaning that some districts may go for the Republican candidate whereas 
another district may go for the Democratic candidate but in my mine’s eye this makes it closer to 
the populous vote. We need to be aware that there has been some contentious elections in the 
past few years and this is not just new to the previous few years it goes back to 1800 and 1824 
when there were very serious concerns involving this. The Congress almost passed that the 
electoral votes were to be based on a popular vote from the States but that did not pass and I 
have suspicion that it did not pass because of Congress wanted the States to make the 
determinations as to how this was to work.  We do have problems with the way it is set up now.  
You do know that the popular votes with the current and the previous President the popular votes 
did not win whereas the electoral votes did and that makes it problematic.  I’m thinking that if 
changes are to occur it has to be at the Grass roots level whereby the State Legislature will bring 
this up.  I’m wondering what your thoughts are in regards to this? 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Well my thoughts on it, I did take a look at it just this week and honestly 
the Board of Elections right now is really focused on trying to survive the 2020 electoral cycle with 
our three days of primary and general election vote and the twenty-seven days of early voting and 
trying to make sure that all voters and candidates are treated well and fairly.  That’s our priority 
and this is an issue that while I may have some thoughts personally as the Commissioner of the 
Board of Elections, the Board of Elections has taken a position on this and chances are good we 
will not.  I don’t believe that our association has taken a position on this one but certainly the 
Board of Supervisors as the representatives of eighteen communities in a very rural county, you’re 
more than welcome if you want to do a resolution on this you know, go ahead.  I think it’s a 
discussion we’re padding. 
 
HARRINGTON: I think more thought has to go into it and not have a spontaneous resolution with 
just one period of discussion. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  So I guess my question to you would be what would be a reasonable 
way to continue the dialogue on this? 
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HARRINGTON:  I’m hoping the leadership will come from the Board of Elections and that you will 
diagnosis what the problems are and make some recommendations as to how improvements 
could be made. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Well, I did raise your concerns with my counterpart.  Again, we’ve 
been really focused on this election cycle and trying to survive it with all of the requirements that 
are in place.  I’m certainly happy to sit down with you and other folks and talk about this.  I’m still 
learning about the whole issue I mean I know generically about it but not in any detail as far as 
what New York has done or hasn’t done.  I’m sure there’s somebody in the state that’s really been 
working on this one. 
 
HARRINGTON: I just wanted to raise the topic and to have the thought put into the public’s eye 
that certainly improvements could be made. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  I think every election cycle back to the beginning of the Republic there 
have been interesting questions about how Presidential elections happen.  I’m currently reading 
the Team of Rivals book that Doris Kearns Goodwin did about Lincoln and it’s fascinating the 
dynamics of the elections heading into his election so I think some of these challenges are things 
that have been with us for a very long time but definitely willing to having a conversation about 
them. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  On another subject, who determines where polling places are to be located? 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  That is the responsibility of the Board of Elections, the two 
Commissioners of the Board of Elections. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  As you know we’ve had a discussion on this.  Last year the Town Board and 
myself we agreed to try to consolidate four districts into one and we used Moriah Fire House 
which was a complete disaster.  We had, that houses the Fire Department and also the 
Ambulance Squad which is in the back of the building.  Parking was an issue.  People were an 
issue.  One of the machines went down, one machine for like 3,000 registered voters which I’m 
still shocked at.  So my board is down on record requesting that we move the districts back at 
least put two and three at Moriah and put one and four back down in Port Henry because the 
situation as it is right now is not working and all we’re doing is discouraging people from voting.  
If we are concerned about making it easy for people to vote you can’t vote that many people in 
one location.  It just doesn’t work.  You don’t have the parking.  You don’t have the facilities to 
handle that. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY: Well, we had a discussion about that. We’ve had many discussions 
about that and we heard your concerns. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Who’s we? 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  We, meaning the Board of Elections, the two Commissioners and the 
staff and honestly both Commissioners were at your poll site during the last election neither of us 
saw anything that rose to the level of being a total disaster.  We didn’t. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Well, we received numerous phone calls.   I didn’t go there because I was on 
the ballot obviously. 
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MONTGOMERY-COREY:  You had asked us to move some of the poll sites back to the K of C 
which you know when we were doing early voting that was something that was not ideal for us in 
terms of staffing and getting things set up in a good way but we could make it work. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  But you just made the statement that you know, it may not be ideal for you but 
you just said previously that this is to smooth the process for those people that vote and 
encourage them to vote. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  We do want to encourage people to vote and – 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Well then we shouldn’t be looking at what’s easy for you. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Well, Tom there are a number of changes that we are prepared to 
make at that site.  You had originally, you and your board asked us to restore all the sites back to 
the original locations now and you received an email from me this morning about this but the 
Mineville site which was one of the sites does not meet State Board of Elections APA 
requirements for accessibility and there’s not much that we can do about that. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I agree and I did suggest that we put two and three in Moriah. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY: Okay one of the problems with the K of C which is overall it’s a fine 
facility for many things but they had Monday night Bingo that ends at 9 o’clock and we have in 
order, we can’t set that location up when Bingo is on the schedule which meant our staff is going 
out there after Bingo ended and having to back in the Board of Elections at 5 o’clock in the morning 
the following day and when it was one or  two days involving the day before the election and the 
day of election we could figure out how to make that work and not do our staff in but the days of 
early voting prior to that make it harder for us to do the set up on the Monday at 9 p.m. so as long 
as that’s the way the facility is currently being used it makes us very hard for us to get in there 
and get it set up in a good way. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Has anyone contacted the K of C to see if that could be-? 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Well, you told us you were working on that and that there were 
changes that could be made but we haven’t heard any specific recommendations. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Well, I told them someone from Elections would contact them. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Okay well, that was not a message that was transmitted to us. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We don’t need to tie up this committee. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  I wanted to just let you and the board know since you raised the issue 
I want the board to know what the changes are we are willing to make at the location at the fire 
house in terms of the parking situation, we agree with you there were some parking issues. So 
we will purchase parking signage for the building to make sure the fire department can get in all 
of their vehicles in and out as they need to. We will require our inspectors to park on the street to 
free up the spaces that are at the building for the voters. We’re going to ask the inspectors to be 
more diligent in retrieving the ballot sleeves that’s one of the things that tied some things up during 
parts of the day and we’ll encourage voters to return them to the inspectors. We will also provide 
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land markers to help voters understand where to go once they pick up the ballots because it was 
a new space people were not totally clear about what the traffic flow should be in the room. We 
will provide two voting machines with the understanding that the second machine is a backup.  
There will not be two machines set up side by side but there will be one. That’s what we do in 
Ticonderoga, Chesterfield and North Elba and it’s worked fine in those locations.  The second 
machine is there in case the first machine malfunctions.  We will reach out to the fire department 
since our contract is with them to determine whether or not there are issues of concern for them 
and how we can address those.  We do want every voter and every candidate to have a good 
experience. We do and I think those are the changes that we’re willing to make.  It was a first time 
with a new site and I think we all know that we can do better going forward and I’m willing to come 
down and sit in your poll site the whole day if that’s what it takes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Your welcome. 
 
McNALLY:  Thank you Sue. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Any other questions? 
 

**** 
  

The next item on the agenda was the District Attorney, Kristy Sprague: 
 

SPRAGUE:  I don’t have a formal report.  Does anyone have any questions? 
 

McNALLY:  Any questions for Kristy?  Thank you. 
 

**** 
  

The next item on the agenda was Emergency Services with Don Jaquish reporting as 
follows: 
 
JAQUISH:  Good morning. So I submitted the 2020 list for Deputy Fire Coordinators.  I’d like a 
resolution to accept that list.  It should be in your packet. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF THE 2020 DEPUTY FIRE 
COORDINATORS.  Holzer, Rand 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
JAQUISH:  Thank you and I need a resolution authorization for the Health and Safety Department 
to apply for and accept the New York State occupational and health training and education 
hazardous abatement grant for safety training for the county and the town employees and 
authorization for the Chairman or County Manager to execute the same. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HEALTH AND SAFETY DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR 
AND ACCEPT A HAZARD ABATEMENT BOARD GRANT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF 
LABOR FOR SAFETY TRAINING FOR COUNTY AND TOWN EMPLOYEES; AND 
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AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SAME.  Holzer, 
Hughes 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns?   
 
WINEMILLER:  Is there a match for that grant? 
 
JAQUISH: No there’s not. 
 
MONTY:  Don what safety training does that include?  What is it? 
 
JAQUISH:  Seth is here if you would like to allow him to come up.  He knows more about it than 
I do. 
 
CELOTTI:  Good morning.  It’s going to be confined space training, PBE, ergonomics.  It’s a 
similar grant we’ve gotten in the past with the State.  Lock out, tag out is one of the topics we put 
in there.   I don’t know if that answered your question? 
 
MONTY:  Do they provide the trainers, the material? 
 
CELOTTI:  Yes, the trainers yes. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you. 
 
McNALLY:  Okay anybody else? 
 
JAQUISH: That’s all I have other than to say we had a very busy weekend Emergency Services 
from an Amtrak Train striking a tree, we had to offload 80 passengers off of that train.  The train 
from Montreal to New York City.  It was many hours before we got them off the train but it turned 
out okay.  It did smash the windscreens in front of the train. 
 
HUGHES: In what township was that? 
 
JAQUISH:  Crown Point, the crossing in Crown Point, Wilcox Fairy Road.  It was probably 300 
yards north of there we had to hike through the snow to get to it. 
We had a tree go through a roof in Crown Point as well of a trailer and destroy the trailer hit an 
occupant on the head but she’s okay.  We also had a propane release, a large propane release 
at NYCO Mineral Plant one of their vaporizers ruptured and vented the propane into a very large 
cloud however it was cold enough that the leak actually froze itself so we were able to isolate the 
tank so and with Linda’s great assistance we were able to – we had over 2,000 people for fifty 
some odd hours I think most of them are restored now but the whole weekend was very busy. 
 
MONTY:  Was that NYCO tank the same one that ruptured this summer Don? 
 
JAQUISH:  Yes, the 30,000, the tank didn’t rupture but it picks liquid propane out of the bottom of 
the tank and goes to what they call a vaporizer which heats it and then it’s a gas and then they 
burn it and that vaporizer ruptured for some reason. 
 
MONTY:  But it’s the same tank? 
 
JAQUISH:  Yes, same tank. 
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McNALLY:  Okay anybody else?   
 
JAQUISH:  Okay, thank you. 
 

**** 
  

The next item on the agenda was Emergency Medical Services with Patty Bashaw 
reporting as follows: 

 
BASHAW:  You have my report any questions? 

 
MCNALLY: Any questions?  I guess not, thank you. 
 

**** 
  

The next item on the agenda was Sheriff’s Office with Dave Reynolds reporting as follows: 
 

REYNOLDS:  So I have one resolution, it’s to authorize an inter-municipal agreement between 
the Sheriff’s Office and the Mental Health Department for an additional two days of mental health 
services in the Correctional Facility through budgeted funds. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN INTER-MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE AND THE MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT FOR TWO DAYS OF 
ADDITIONAL MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM BUDGETED 
FUNDS; AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT.  Harrington, Winemiller 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns? 
 
HUGHES:  I apologize, I thought it was three days? 
 
REYNOLDS:  So, Mental Health provides one day by statue to us so we’re increasing the 
coverage to three days total so two additional days. 
 
McNALLY:  Okay any other questions or concerns?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
REYNOLDS:  You also have my report if you have any questions on that? 
 
McNALLY:  Any questions for the Sheriff? 
 
WINEMILLER:  Bail reform can you tell us how that’s working out? 
 
REYNOLDS: So anybody that has Facebook can see how it’s working out. 
 
WINEMILLER: I kind of wanted the truth on that. 
 
REYNOLDS:  So you can see a lot of cases on Facebook where people are getting let go that 
normally wouldn’t because you took complete judicial discretion away from our Judges so people 
that would have been in jail are now out committing crimes. There was the guy in New York City 
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who robbed five banks before the Federal Government stepped in and said this is ridiculous and 
they ended up charging him Federally.  There’s been a number of cases where people have been 
let go and they continue to be out committing crimes. 
We’ve had it here.  We had somebody who we picked up on a warrant a sex offender charge so 
he failed to register, we had a warrant so we were able to bring him to the Judge but it was one 
of those offences where we had to release him and now he’s in the wind again.  We have no idea 
where he is so we have another warrant for him but there’s a sex offender in Essex County or 
somewhere that we do not know where he is. 
On the other side the discovery I think what you’re going to find is you’re not going to see as many 
police cars whether it be troopers or deputies or patrolmen from your villages on the roads 
because they are spending all their time in the office doing paperwork.  Now we have to work with 
Emergency Services to get the audio recordings.  One way it has affected us is we invested 
through grant monies a ton of money in body cameras and dash cameras and I had to deactivate 
them because only certain people have access to do the recordings and we don’t have a staff to 
I’m the person who has the access so I can’t make a recording for every single traffic stop, for 
every time a deputy talks to somebody with their body camera on so until we figure out a solution 
we have deactivated those.  So it has had a lot of negative impact locally.  I mean you see the big 
stories in other counties and in the City but it is affecting us here. 
 
McNALLY:  Anybody else? 
 
WINEMILLER:  I’m sorry I just wanted to know so I know that you had implemented that they go 
into the Essex County jail because you can hold them for up to twelve hours?  Is that correct?  
How is that going? 
 
REYNOLDS:  So far with the bail reform nobody gets arraigned.  We have had zero so everybody 
is either getting an appearance ticket or I don’t want to speak for other agencies but I don’t think 
as many people are getting arrested because they just don’t have the time out there to arrest 
them. 
 
McNALLY:  Maybe we don’t need a DA anymore.  (laughter)   
Okay anybody else?  Thank you. 
 

**** 
  

The next item on the agenda was Essex County Coroner, Kellie Valentine reporting as 
follows: 
 
VALENTINE:  Hi I’m just looking to get paid from last year.  I submitted my bills at the end of the 
year and I received a letter from Laurie DeZalia stating that I was above the threshold of $5,000.  
I was not trying to be condescending and turn my bills in at the end of the year but I feel I should 
be paid for the work I did perform. 
 
HOLZER: I have a question.  So I’m new to the board but why are you waiting a whole year to 
submit these kinds of bills to this board because that’s not acceptable. 
 
VALENTINE:  I know it’s not acceptable and now, as of January 2020, it’s in the new law that it 
has to be submitted within 45 days and there wasn’t anything stating previous to that. 
 
HOLZER:  Is there a breakdown in this packet what you’re putting in for because I don’t see 
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anything. 
 
VALENTINE: I honestly didn’t know to put that in. I submitted it to Laurie DeZalia she had 
questions for the $3,432.05, and I did answer those questions.  I sent them back.  
 
HOLZER:  You’re talking about over $9,000 that you’re submitting after the fact.  I don’t know how 
we’ve done it in the past but we kind of pay our bills as we go.  We don’t wait a whole year to 
submit this to us.  That’s only my opinion but I just don’t think it’s the right way to do business.  I 
don’t care if it’s in the new law, I’m not going to vote for $9,000 until I see where it was coming 
from.  I want a breakdown of the expense. 
 
VALENTINE:  This has names on it. 
 
HOLZER: Well, block out the names but you can’t expect us to pay this kind of money after the 
fact, for a full year without some kind of documentation. 
 
VALENTINE: I do have receipts too.  I have the receipts from all the reports that I turned in. 
 
DELORIA: Ms. Valentine I understand a little bit what happened here prior to the new Coroner 
law we didn’t have language in there that required the submission of those and apparently the 
$5,913.84 is over the threshold that the County Manager has in order to pay you, this is now 
coming to us so essentially that particular bill you have substantiated with the vouchers for that 
payment to be made but the other amount you’re still working with the Auditors office on, is that 
correct? 
 
VALENTINE:  No, everything was turned in.  all the questions were answered.  I sent her an email.  
She had me turn back in the vouchers and I thought that was all.  I haven’t received anything back 
from her. 
 
DELORIA:  Okay so the resolution today is only for the $5,913.84? 
 
VALENTINE:  No I also had $3,432.05. 
 
McNALLY:  There’s two resolutions. 
 
VALENTINE: I also, I mean I don’t know if this has anything to do with this but I also work for the 
county as a lifeguard and it’s paid through the county and from start day one until I finish 
lifeguarding that’s four months later I don’t get paid for four months and I’ve never brought that up 
as an issue.  I didn’t know of any timeline. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So Kellie reading back through the emails and you and I have discussed this last 
month.  As a member of this Board of Supervisors and the town board I can’t submit expenses 
without verification that I actually incurred those expenses.  If the board, or the auditor was to 
authorize those payments to me with no, nothing to show that I actually incurred those expenses 
that’s criminal.  It can be considered a gift of tax payer’s money so we’re not trying to bust on you 
here.  When you submit and I did see that Laurie or Laura asked you for some specific information 
on a lot of calls so you’re saying that has been submitted? 
 
VALENTINE: I turned all that in.  I honestly didn’t know the process here.  I wouldn’t even have 
known to be here if it wasn’t for calling Judy’s office so I did submit all that information that they 
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needed.  They are looking for reports because I hadn’t turned my reports in and I turned in all my 
reports, they have all my receipts for every report I turned in. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Well by the looks of what we have here you weren’t the only Coroner that hasn’t 
turned in your reports. 
 
VALENTINE: Well I saw that on your email. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: There was only one that turned them in and I believe is Whitelaw. The other three 
have not.  I don’t know if they ever did but if you have submitted everything that the Auditor 
questioned I’m not on this committee but I would suggest that upon the authorization of the 
Auditor, on your claims that were submitted they should make the final judgement because that’s 
what we pay them to do is audit claims but I know Dan Palmer has spoken, I don’t know where 
he has disappeared to but I spoke with him before and he told me that he had this same 
conversation with you a couple years ago about getting your bills in on time.  So what happened?  
I mean we all have busy lives. 
 
VALENTINE:  I’m not going to stand up here and preach.  If anybody knows me I work from 
morning until night, morning until night and when I’m not working I’m traveling.  I actually had 
vacation from school I sat down and did every report and turned it in and I sent in every voucher 
that I worked for.  I did the work.  I was here not too long ago you know defending myself for not 
working now I’m showing my work and I feel like I’m not getting paid for it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  This isn’t something that you know, we’re not picking on Kellie Valentine. 
 
VALENTINE:  Yes, I understand. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You have to understand that we’ve got responsibilities here also and we can’t 
just cut checks if there is no verification as to why we are cutting those checks. 
 
DELORIA:  The County Auditors that we have and essentially says that everything was properly 
submitted for the $5,913.84, but there was a question of that other amount.  I’m not on the 
committee either but what I would recommend is the board understand that Kellie is not submitting 
something that she didn’t earn she’s submitting it late and because it was over the $5,000, the 
board is required to review this voucher, her accurate submission and then I don’t see where the 
board has an opportunity to necessarily deny the $5,913.84.  My personal belief is that should be 
paid but there’s still question of the $3,432.05, that needs to be addressed with the County Auditor 
and Mr. Palmer. 
 
McNALLY: With the new law, moving forward she’ll have 45 days to submit. 
 
DELORIA:  What was the procedure prior to the law? 
 
McNALLY:  There was no procedure. 
 
DELORIA:  There wasn’t anything prior to the new law? 
 
McNALLY:  Just verbal requests for reports. 
 
DELORIA:  But the reports and procedure there was no requirements? 
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McNALLY:  That’s why this was added to this as well. 
 
DELORIA:  Well it’s a new law so we’re talking about previously to the adoption of the local law? 
 
McNALLY:  But moving forward we do have that in the local law. 
 
DEZALIA:  Kellie how long have you been Coroner? 
 
VALENTINE:  2008 and this is the first year that I’ve actually submitted bills or vouchers to get 
paid accordingly.  No one has ever brought me and said, Kellie you’re supposed to get paid for 
these calls.  After one of our meetings we had I was looking, I realized oh, I’m supposed to get 
paid for every call, every mile I go out I’ve never up to this year, turned in any vouchers for 
transporting yes but not for just going out on a call.  So 2008, until now. 
 
DEZALIA:  And you were made aware of this because of the new law? 
 
VALENTINE:  Well we came in for a meeting for making changes to the new law, yes. 
 
DEZALIA:  At that point you decided to do it in December or did you submit it prior to December? 
 
VALENTINE: I did not submit it prior to December. 
 
HUGHES:  Do the vouchers represent work that has been performed this past fall or in the entire 
year of 2019? 
 
VALENTINE:  The entire year. 
 
HUGHES:  The entire year of 2019 and also my question on my part 2019 vouchers for 2020 year 
where would that come from? 
 
PALMER:  We probably would either take it out of contingent or do a budget transfer.  Typically, 
what happens is when we move into a new budget year and we have left over bills we take it out 
of existing funds once we get down to September and August and we see that if we have to make 
a transfer then we do it at that time typically we try to avoid transfers out of contingent or 
unappropriated fund balance until later in the year when we can see what the overall budget looks 
like. 
 
HUGHES: Are you your own department head or do you have a department head that you answer 
to? 
 
DELORIA:  She’s an elected official. 
 
VALENTINE:  Elected. 
 
HUGHES: I apologize. 
 
PALMER:  Elected. 
 
MONTY:  I’m sorry I missed the beginning so if I ask something it might be repetitious just say it’s 
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repetitious.  How long you’ve been a Coroner Kellie? 
 
VALENTINE:  2008 
 
MONTY:  Have you had Coroner 101, the training? 
 
VALENTINE: No. 
 
MONTY:  It’s never been offered to you? 
 
VALENTINE:  When I first became a Coroner and I don’t know, it’s been so many years I don’t 
know who I spoke to but I wanted to go to a training and when I approached whoever I was 
supposed to they said it wasn’t in the budget and that was many years ago now moving forward, 
Mr. Whitelaw has been sending me links where I can take classes online to better educate myself. 
 
MONTY:  Are you familiar with the New York State Coroner Law? 
 
VALENTINE:  The new law  
 
MONTY:  No, no New York State Coroner Law which has been on the books for many years? 
 
VALENTINE:  Not really I mean only what I’ve done here. 
 
MONTY: So you’ve never filed a report with the County Clerk every year? 
 
VALENTINE: I’m making up for it yes. 
 
MONTY: Well, you just recently started filing right? 
 
VALENTINE:  Yes. 
 
MONTY: Again we’ve got to pay it there’s not a question about that but I understand there was 
documentation missing on some of your vouchers, you provided that subsequent documentation 
to validate your voucher? 
 
VALENTINE:  I have all the documentation from the County Clerk’s office for the reports that I 
turned in. 
 
MONTY:  Okay but my question is on your vouchers you’ve documented the questions that the 
Auditors had? 
 
VALENTINE: Yes, there’s two other questions on body bags. 
 
HOLZER:  I am on this committee and I apologize for sounding so unpleasant but this just goes 
against my grain Kellie, to offer these kinds of expenses this late that being said, I will not be 
supporting this resolution today however, if you get the documentation to us and approval and 
suggestion of the auditor I will go and vote for it however, I will say this I will never, ever support 
a full year of payments to you or anyone else again like this. 
 
VALENTINE:  Believe me I don’t want to be up here again. 
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RAND: I would ask Mr. Chairman do we have other similar problems with Coroners?  Have there 
been any or is this the only example? 
 
PALMER: This is pretty much the only ones. 
 
VALENTINE:  Well, with the vouchers not with turning in the reports. 
 
MONTY:  Kellie is correct on that the turning in of the reports to the county there is another 
Coroner who hasn’t turned them in but Mr. Whitelaw does and Mr. Heald has and of our current 
four, they are the two that do that supplied the reports. 
 
VALENTINE:  So maybe it goes back to our training? 
 
PALMER:  But again, no disrespect Kellie but this isn’t about whether you know your job as a 
Coroner or how much training you’ve had as Coroner.  This is about providing a service and 
putting a bill in for that service.  It’s not new. We’ve notified you before so let’s just get beyond 
this and again, if it doesn’t happen again then we’re okay but I’m telling you it won’t even get to 
this board level if it happens again. 
 
HUGHES:  Is it worth tabling the resolution until she can provide what meets satisfactory? 
 
PALMER:  The only thing I will tell you Ken is that if and fact, even if you guys pass this resolution 
if the Auditors aren’t satisfied with what is provided I’m not signing it anyways. 
 
HUGHES:  Understood. 
 
PALMER:  Again this is more about information for the board as to what the problem was and 
where we were with the problem and I’m willing to address and again it comes down to Laurie to 
be honest.  If Laurie said to me okay, we’re satisfied with what’s provided is what’s owed then I 
will go ahead and authorize the payment. 
 
DELORIA:  Dan, Laurie had indicated in her letter that she had everything to substantiate the 
$5900 claim but you’re still waiting on apparently she’s waiting on something else? 
 
PALMER: They were at that time of the letter I don’t know if you’ve gotten the rest of that 
information in? 
 
VALENTINE: Yes, I have an email where I sent the information to her. 
 
DELORIA:  So realistically this resolution could be one of two the request could be split and/or 
pay the $5900 and the $3400 based on proper submission to the Auditors? 
 
PALMER:  Yes, that would work. 
 
WINEMILLER:  Mr. Chairman, I just have to say there is I always want people to get paid what 
they are earn and what they paid out okay?  But there is nothing here that I feel comfortable with, 
there is no letter from the Auditor, there is no documentation I personally feel that this should be 
tabled until we have all of the information that we need and can review it and make an educated 
decision. 
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DELORIA:  There is a letter from the Auditor 
 
McNALLY:  There is a letter in there. 
 
DELORIA:  And the Auditor indicates that if the resolution is passed for the expenses we will 
process this payment for the following. 
 
WINEMILLER:  For the $5900, correct.  So you’re saying pass the $5900 and wait on the other? 
 
DELORIA:  Or the resolution could reflect the fact that that indeed is turned in and the County 
Auditor deems it to be appropriate then the resolution could say pay it but moving forward Kellie 
as Dan is saying we’ve got to fix it forward – 
 
VALENTINE:  I’ve cut down on work. I’ve turned in my bills for this year. 
 
McNALLY:  The Auditor is not going to make the payment unless she is satisfied with what is 
supplied to her. 
 
WINEMILLER:  I just wanted to make sure that by us passing this – 
 
McNALLY:  It doesn’t guarantee payment. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’m not on the committee but there’s nothing to table because there’s no 
resolution on the floor. 
 
McNALLY: Right there’s no resolution. Does someone want to move a resolution on this? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’m not on this board but I think Mr. Palmer stated it very clearly, if the information 
isn’t provided the Auditor certainly isn’t going to sign off on it nor are we and this was more of a 
to bring Kellie in front of the board and not get chastised but to you know, explain to you that we 
have a job also and you need to provide the proper information before payment can be made. 
 
MONTY:  And not wait a full year. 
 
McNALLY: And the new law addresses that.  Does someone want to move this resolution? 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO KELLIE VALENTINE, ESSEX COUNTY 
CORONER IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,913.84, FOR SERVICES PROVIDED IN 2019.  Tyler, 
Harrington  Holzer – opposed. 
 
McNALLY:  Questions/concerns?  All in favor, opposed – 
 
HOLZER: I am opposed. 
 
McNALLY:  Alright anybody want to move the second resolution?  Okay, we’re not going to move 
it I guess.  Alright, I guess you’re all set. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Point of order for her to get paid, Dan correct me if I’m wrong on the three-
thousand that’s going to be up to the Auditor anyway? 
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PALMER: Well it’s not really technically up to the Auditor, it’s up to me. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Correct that’s what I’m saying it doesn’t require a board resolution. 
 
PALMER: Well, it doesn’t but at this point because the resolution has been offered I’m not paying 
until the resolution is either passed or not. I will get with Laurie and we will get you additional 
information before ways and means we’ll include this as a listing on the ways and means if you 
care to move it at ways and means that would be your option.  It will be one resolution for the 
$5900, will be on there.  We will include the second resolution in the event that you want to 
address it at ways and means and like I say, we will provide additional information as it relates to 
that from the Auditors as to that payment itself. 
 
HOLZER: I definitely want more information. 
 
McNALLY:  Okay anybody else? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Just one comment and this is no reflection on Kellie or any of the Coroners but 
shame on me for a number of years that I’ve been here I didn’t realize that Coroners were entitled 
to all these expenses.  I’m still trying to figure out why we pay them a salary? 
 
VALENTINE:  Now we will not be getting anything for transportation. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You still get a paid salary and I’m trying to understand why we pay a base salary 
of what is it?  $4000? 
 
VALENTINE:  $4500 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: And still you get, every time you act in the capacity of the Coroner you get paid 
additionally.  That’s not your fault. 
 
VALENTINE:  Not anymore.  It’s not in the new law. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yeah, it is. Right Dan? 
 
PALMER:  You still get your salary every Coroner is entitled to $4500. 
 
VALENTINE:  Salary plus mileage. 
 
McNALLY:  Okay you’re all set. 
 

**** 
  

The next item on the agenda was Probation Department with Heather Sheehan reporting 
as follows: 
 
SHEEHAN:  Good morning everyone.  You have my report.  I just want to point out on the third 
page, we had seven total probationers successfully complete probation and it’s supposed to say 
the month of January not November.  I just wanted to point that out.  Do you have any questions? 
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McNALLY:  Anything for Heather?  Okay, you’re all set.  Thank you. 
 

**** 
  

The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender, Brandon Boutelle reporting as 
follows: 
 
BOUTELLE: Good morning everyone.   Right now our new space is being renovated over on 
Hand Avenue that space is being rented and renovated with grant money from the State. The 
carpets are in, the walls are going up we’re waiting on some fiber optic cable to go in until we can 
finally make the move other than that as the Sheriff touched on with some of the bail reform and 
the arraignment holding cells we have not had our arraignments have decreased significantly.  
We started and instituted a new on call arraignment schedule to provide total coverage, seven 
days a week, 24 hours a day and that is put in place with the local Magistrates.  One of the things 
that is helping is that we’ve gone to using the holding cell so there’s no midnight arraignments 
anymore. Arraignments are going to be done during the day time or right in the morning if 
someone is arrested in the middle of the night. 
Our Hurrell-Harring expansion grant right now the County Attorney is working on posting jobs for 
the conflict defender and the assigned counsel coordinator that is from money of year one of the 
Hurrell-Harring expansion grant and we’re starting work on the budget of year two of the Hurrell- 
Haring expansion grant and that again, is money from the State to help improve the quality of 
indigent representation in New York State.  Any questions? 
 
MONTY:  How often have you had to use the holding cell Brandon? 
 
BOUTELLE: I don’t think we’ve had one yet. 
 
MONTY:  No one goes to jail anymore. 
 
McNALLY:  Alright, anything else for Brandon?  You’re all set, thank you.  Anything else for the 
public safety committee? 
 
MANNING:  I just have one quick thing.  Last week the Clinton County Manager called us on a 
Coroner issue. Their Coroner and their Deputy Coroner and anybody that could do any coroner 
work for them were going to be out of the county undergoing training from last Friday, February 7 
at 3 pm until Sunday, February 9 at 12 am so basically from 3 pm on Friday until all Saturday 
once it Saturday am they would be fine. They needed coverage. They needed coroner coverage 
for that of course the board wasn’t in session. There is a section 672 of the county law provides 
that two municipalities may enter into municipal agreements to supply either other with coroners 
to act in their respective counties so because of the nature of the situation and because it was an 
emergency I took it upon myself to draw up an agreement and I had Dan Palmer sign it with 
Clinton County signed it and I would just like an after the fact ratification of this agreement 
basically all the agreement says that pursuant to 672 of county law, the county of Essex Coroner 
Jay Heald will provide the services as Coroner for Clinton County to perform the necessary duties 
of Coroner in Clinton County for the period Friday, February 7, 2020 at 3 pm to Sunday, February 
9, 2020 at 12 am and then the agreement just has a receptacle indemnity clause as you know to 
protect everybody and the receptacle insurance policies so I would like a motion, a second and a 
roll call upon ratification of this – just a regular motion and second. 
 
RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE INTER-MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT WITH CLINTON COUNTY 
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PURSUANT TO SECTION 672, COUNTY LAW FOR ESSEX COUNTY CORONER, JAY 
HEALD TO PERFORM NECESSARY DUTIES OF CORONER IN CLINTON COUNTY FOR THE 
PERIOD FEBRUARY 7, 2020 AT 3 PM TO FEBRUARY 9, 2020 AT 12 AM.  Holzer, Tyler 
 
McNALLY:  Questions or concerns? 
 
MONTY:  Dan, because of the specific time restraints it is different than Mr. Whitelaw working for 
them? 
 
MANNING:  Yes, this is a different situation where you know Mr. Whitelaw allegedly is working 
for Clinton County as a Coroner. We have not entered into an inter-municipal agreement with 
Clinton County nor have we given our blessing to that that is strictly between Mr. Whitelaw and 
Clinton County how it’s being done I have no clue. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you. 
 
McNALLY:  Anybody else?   
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So they specifically requested Jay Heald? 
 
MANNING: I think so, yes.   
 
McNALLY:  Anybody else? 
 
HUGHES:  Who paid the service provided? Was it Clinton County or us? 
 
MANNING:  Clinton County will pay for all the services.  That is in there too. 
 
McNALLY:  Anybody else?   
 
DEZALIA:  So if he is assigned to that area, we are all good for our area during that time period?  
Do we have to do anything specifically for those dates when he’s going to be there? 
 
PALMER: He has already done it. 
 
MANNING:  This is after the fact, this was last Friday. 
 
DEZALIA:  Okay, it was last weekend. 
 
MANNING: Yes, that is why I’m asking for a ratification. 
 
DEZALIA: Okay so it has already passed. 
 
MANNING:  But this is maybe what you’re asking if Jay Heald had something to do here in Essex 
County how would he do both? 
 
DEZALIA: Yes. 
 
MANNING: Then we would make some sort of an arrangement but it didn’t happen so nothing 
impinged on his duties. 
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SCOZZAFAVA: So they agreed Dan to identify Essex County in the event of this? 
 
MANNING:  Absolutely. 
 
McNALLY: Anything else?  All in favor, opposed – carried.  Anything else for public safety?  If not, 
we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Safety committee it was 
adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


