
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, March 9, 2020 – 10:00 A.M. 

 
 
Steve McNally, Chairperson 
Ike Tyler, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman McNally called this Human Services Meeting to order at 10:35 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Clayton Barber, Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, 
Shaun Gillilland, Charles Harrington, Roy Holzer, Kenneth Hughes, Stephen McNally, Noel 
Merrihew, James Monty, Jay Rand Jr., Tom Scozzafava, Jeffrey Subra, Michael Tyler, and Davina 
Winemiller.   Joseph Giordano was previously excused.  Joe Pete Wilson was absent. 

 
Department Heads present:  Brandon Boutelle, Jim Dougan, Judith Garrison, Don Jaquish, Sue 
Montgomery-Corey, David Reynolds, Heather Sheehan and Wayne Taylor.  Kristy Sprague was 
excused.  Daniel Palmer was absent. 
 
Deputies present:  Max Thwaits 
 
News Media present: None 
 
 
McNALLY:   I will call this public safety committee to order.  Veteran’s office, Noel. 
 
MERRIHEW:  Thank you.  No report this morning. 
 

**** 
 
 The first item on the agenda was the County Sealer, Wayne Taylor. 
 
TAYLOR:  Good morning everyone. I submitted my report late, I didn’t get it to Judy to get it in 
your packet.  There is not a lot there this month basically device inspections, pretty routine stuff. 
 
McNALLY:  Anything for Wayne?  Thank you. 
 

**** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Board of Elections with Sue Montgomery-Corey 
reporting as follows: 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Good morning. We’re working on plans for the Presidential primary 
and the other two elections that follow. The big issue for us now, one of the big issues is trying to 
identify poll workers so if you know of anyone who might potentially be interested in being a poll 
worker we would love to hear from them.  Both Republican and Democratic poll workers are 
needed and we have the ability should a good person come up who’s not of either party we have 
the ability to appoint them so please let us know and that’s really all I have for now. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Sue the conversation we had this morning are you going to notify maybe by letter 
that you are not changing the polling places that you announced and decided you’re not changing 
them and you’re going to keep the one location at the Moriah Fire House where we had nothing 
but issues last election.  I would just like a letter so that I can explain that to my town board and 
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community. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  I will talk to Allison about doing a letter again, it would require both of 
us to send that out.  I just want you to remember that I’ve been to both meetings to talk to you 
and I haven’t shied away from talking to you on this issue. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’m on record and I think it’s a huge mistake.  You have the second largest I 
believe enrollment within the county.  You’re trying to put people in the Moriah Fire House that 
has the ambulance squad, the back parking was an issue, we’ve had nothing but problems.  I 
understand it’s your decision, the Commissioners and I respect that but I’m going on record it is 
a huge, mistake you cannot put four polling places in a town that has six zip codes that is so 
spread out in that one location.  It doesn’t work and we found that it doesn’t work especially with 
one machine.  I mean that’s insane.  That’s insanity. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Well, and again we have other large polling places where we have 
combined districts and we have one machine and it has worked and we believe that some of the 
issues that you raised, which were legitimate will be addressed. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Sue, the parking is inadequate.  You can’t block the fire department door; you 
can’t block the ambulance squad. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  We understand. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Obviously you don’t but we’ll leave it at that. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY: Okay. 
 
HUGHES:  Your request for poll workers is there a document or anything on social media that 
can be pushed out more? 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY: We can get you something. 
 
HUGHES: That would be great because I would be happy to push that out and I want to make 
sure I have the right language. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  That’s great and it’s a paid position so that’s always a good thing. 
Alright thank you so much. 
 
HUGHES:  Thank you. 
 

**** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the District Attorney, Kristy Sprague was excused. 
 

**** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Services/ E-911, with Don Jaquish 
reporting as follows: 
 
JAQUISH:  Good morning.  You have my report.  It should be in the packet I got it down to Judy 
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late, she did print off copies.  I have one resolution I’d like to bring up, in matters of building a fire 
training facility at the former Lewis compact station and it’s county land we have five acres in our 
application, it’s a 45-acre plot. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A FIRE TRAINING FACILITY ON 
THE FORMER LEWIS COMPACT STATION SITE, IN THE TOWN OF LEWIS.  Holzer, Rand 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, comments? 
 
RAND:  This is funded already through a grant? 
 
JAQUISH:  So, what we’re doing Mr. Holzer is we are making an application to DASNI through 
Betty Little’s office.  You remember this there was a controversy where we were going to build it 
before in Westport then Elizabethtown.  It has to be county owned land so Jim Monty, myself and 
Jim Dougan came up with this location and we are going to make the application if they award 
the monies then we will proceed. 
 
McNALLY:  Anybody else?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
JAQUISH: And this is not on the agenda but we just received this Friday in our budget we bid out 
for ATV track vehicle, it’s a special vehicle for going to our tower sites Terry, Defiance, etc. in the 
winter and also it can be used in the summer but in doing that, the bid came in and there was only 
one bid that came into the county and Donna actually called some of the others and they just 
basically said it’s not worth the paperwork or they couldn’t match the equipment they would ask 
for which included a Polaris Ranger XP1000 with winter prep package and tracks and a trailer to 
transport it and that came in, the total bid is $39,233, that money was going to come from the 
State Homeland Security grant ’19 that we have and I asked the board to approve that purchase 
even though we only got one bid. We spent time with our grants administrator and Max Thwaits 
actually pricing out to see if they were widely off the mark and they were not, they were actually 
below what we were finding so I would like this to go forward and aware this to Progressive Motor 
Sports in Hudson Falls, New York. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD BID TO PROGESSIVE 
MOTOR SPORTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $39,233.00, FOR THE PURCHASE OF A POLARIS 
RANGER XP1000, WITH WINTER PREP PACKAGE, TRACKS AND TRAILER IN THE 
EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT.  Harrington, Depo 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So this has been cleared with the Attorney, Linda and Dan, it meets our 
procurement policy and we’re good with it? 
 
JAQUISH: Yes, they’re the ones that told me I have to come back to the board we just couldn’t 
award it because it was over our budget but we certainly have the monies for it and the grant 
administrators were fine with it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
McNALLY:  If this is used just to go to fire towers in the winter and the summer I think we just 
purchased one of these for Soil and Water that just sits there 365 days a year so why would can’t 
we -? 
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JAQUISH:  Because this is a specialized vehicle it has heaters, it’s a cab and it has tracks. 
 
McNALLY:  Theirs has tracks also you know, you could probably go up there with a snowmobile 
in the winter time and a regular four-wheeler. 
 
JAQUISH:  Well, you can’t absolutely not with a four-wheeler, snowmobile maybe. 
 
McNALLY:  A four-wheeler with tracks but the county has already purchased one of these and it 
sits idyll 90% of the time and when you purchase something like that you’re going to have 
maintenance breakdowns and other things it’s going to have a cost moving forward. 
 
JAQUISH:  This has other uses I might add, uses for the Hazmat team, it can be used for search 
and rescue purposes. 
 
McNALLY:  We currently have one in our fire department that sits in the trailer 365 days a year 
too.  Anybody else? 
 
HUGHES:  Is this replacing something that you already own or is this in addition? 
 
JAQUISH: This is a new one, a new ATV. 
 
McNALLY:  Anything else? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I have another question.  How do we access these sites now?  This is a grant, 
correct? 
 
JAQUISH:  Yes.  We rent track vehicles and we actually got prices on Blue Mountain where we 
lost our generator and we actually waited two days RS Telecom do us a favor by asking them to 
transport that equipment up there. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So Soil and Water they’re the one that Steve referred to, that’s an entirely 
different type of machine? 
 
JAQUISH:  I’m not familiar with that machine.  I don’t believe it has tracks and a tire vehicle will 
never make it. 
 
McNALLY:  It does have tracks.  We currently have a Kubota diesel, air conditioned, the whole 
nine yards our cost on that without the tracts is $27,000 for Kubota.  Is this gas or diesel? 
 
JAQUISH:  It’s gas.  It’s $28,000, it’s got skid plates on it, special vehicle. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So do you anticipate this will have a lot of use on then? 
 
JAQUISH:  I do.  We had to rent two machines when we had the Halloween Storm and rent the 
machines for people to get up there. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So have we ever asked Soil and Water, can we borrow your machine we need 
to – because I do believe we did purchase that. 
 
JAQUISH:  I wasn’t aware that they had one when we budgeted this however, just access to it 
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may be an issue. When we need it, we need it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay, thank you. 
 
MONTY:  I’m also not on this committee but you’ve got ample money in the grant? 
 
JAQUISH:  Yes, we do. 
 
MONTY:  And it’s specifically we can use it for this. 
 
JAQUISH:  Yes, the grants administrator went over it with Max and said it’s fine. 
 
HUGHES:  So the grant would fully fund this? 
 
JAQUISH: Yes, it is. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The grant fully funds it.  It’s like when we build a new building we talk about debt 
service nobody talks about maintenance that goes along with these issues which are additional 
costs but I can see the need for this machine.  It’s unfortunate that we’re going to have two in the 
county if not being utilized why they couldn’t be shared that’s my only question is we already have 
one do we really need two? 
 
JAQUISH:  We like to maintain possession of our equipment so that it’s readily accessible. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  That seems to be an issue with every department everybody wants their own.  I 
know, I see it at the local level too at the town level believe me. 
 
JAQUISH:  Well, it’s sometimes difficult. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I know. 
 
McNALLY: Anybody else?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
JAQUISH: Thank you very much. 
 

**** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Emergency Medical Services with Max Thwaits 
reporting as follows: 
 
THWAITS:  Good morning.  Patty is on vacation. I believe you have our report.  Other than that, 
we were told recently that the contract was signed with the State so we can now once Patty gets 
back we’ll start planning to move forward with the rest of our progress on that.  Is there any 
questions? 
 
McNALLY: I would like to see presented, what money we’ve spent already year to date and what 
we spent it on and where our staffing is, what that staffing is costing us every month. 
 
THWAITS: Okay. 
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McNALLY:  I see today we have something in there that we’re purchasing two defibrillators that 
two towns are getting but how many have we bought?  How many towns have their defibrillators? 
 
THWAITS: So as far as the defibrillators we have CPR scheduled with all the fire departments 
over the next well, they will be done the end of April and as we go out and train the fire 
departments in CPR we are giving them their defibrillators 
 
McNALLY: And these towns didn’t have defibrillators before this? 
 
THWAITS:  Some of them had them but they were outdated. 
 
McNALLY:  All of them were outdated. 
 
THWAITS:  As far as I know there was a couple of departments that did have some that were in 
date that do not get new ones at this point. 
 
McNALLY:  My concern moving forward if we’re replacing twenty-two or twenty defibrillators all 
within the same year this grant is going to come to an end and we’re going to have 18-20 
departments that are going have outdated defibrillators all at one time and they are going to have 
to be replaced.  So if a defibrillator is still usable it should be continued to be used until you need 
one otherwise we’re going to have to be buying twenty defibrillators at one time, every ten or 
seven years whatever it may do. That’s just my opinion.  Anything else?  Any questions?  Thank 
you. 
 
THWAITS:  Thank you. 
 

**** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Sheriff’s Office with David Reynolds reporting as 
follows: 
 
REYNOLDS:  I’m here if you have any questions if you have any questions my report? 
 
McNALLY:  Okay. 
 

**** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Coroners.  No report. 
 

**** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Probation Department with Heather Sheehan 
reporting as follows: 
 
SHEEHAN:  Good morning everyone.  You have my report and I do have one resolution to ask 
for.  We are asking for a resolution to add the Essex County Probation Department to the Essex 
County Policy Manual Section 13.02 (f) and it is to have our county car unmarked. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENT BE 
ADDED TO THE ESSEX COUNTY POLICY MANUAL, SECTION 13.02 (f).  Tyler, Hughes 
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McNALLY:  Questions or concerns?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
SHEEHAN:  Thank you. 
 
McNALLY: Any questions?  We’re all set. 
 

**** 
 
 The next item on the agenda was the Probation Department with Brandon Boutelle 
reporting as follows: 
 
BOUTELLE:  I have no report unless there are any questions? 
 
McNALLY:  Anything for Brandon?  Okay, thank you. Anything else for the Public Safety 
Committee meeting?  If not, we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Safety Meeting it was 
adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  


