
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, August 10, 2020 - 10:00 AM 

 
  
Stephen McNally, Chairperson 
Ike Tyler, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman McNally called this Human Services Committee to order at 10:00 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Clayton Barber, Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, 
Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charlie Harrington, Roy Holzer, Kenneth Hughes, Steve 
McNally, Noel Merrihew, Jay Rand, Thomas Scozzafava, Jeffrey Subra, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete 
Wilson and Davina Winemiller. James Monty had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Patty Bashaw, Judith Garrison, Don Jaquish, Krissy Leerkes, Allison 
McGahay, Dan Palmer, David Reynolds, Heather Sheehan, Kristy Sprague and Wayne Taylor. 
Dan Manning was absent. Sue Montgomery-Corey had been previously excused. 
 
Also Present: Emily Evatt 
 
News Media present: Tim Rowland - Sun Community News. 
 
MCNALLY: Call the Public Safety Committee meeting to order. Veteran’s Office, Noel Merrihew. 

 
****** 

 
The first item on the agenda was the Veteran’s Office with Noel Merrihew currently absent 

and no report given.  
 

****** 
 

The next item on the agenda was the Board of Elections with Sue Montgomery-Corey 
having been previously excused and Allison McGahay reporting as follows:  
 
MCGAHAY: Good morning, we just wrapped up our independent position filing period at the Board 
of Elections, that was July 27th through the 30th. We received 11 independent body positions. Just 
to let you know at this point if you have any vacancies in any of your town elective offices the cut 
off for a vacancy to occur and still be on this year’s ballot is August 3rd. At this point you would 
follow your proceedings of your Town Law, appoint someone to fill the vacancy and that office 
would appear on next year’s 2021 general election ballot.  
We are working on certifying our ballot for September, the election is November 3rd this year. No 
word yet from the Governor’s office on whether or not we should be mailing out ballots to 
individuals like we did for the primaries, so I’m not sure yet. Right now we are working on options 
for an absentee ballot counting machine. We had over 2,000 absentee ballots come back for this 
primary which indicated to me that we could has many as four times that number come back for 
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the general election. It took staff four days to canvas count those 2,000 absentee ballots. So, we 
can assume that it would take up to 16 days; which would not be acceptable under our guidelines 
and time requirements for certifying the elections results. So, we have to look into that. We have 
grants that are available to us.  
So, other than that I don’t have anything to report today.  
 
MCNALLY: Anything for Allison? Okay, thank you.  
 
MCGAHAY: Thank you very much.  

 
****** 

 
 The next item on the agenda was the County Sealer with Wayne Taylor reporting as 
follows:  
 
TAYLOR: Hello, I don’t have a formal report, but I am here to take any questions. I am catching 
up on a backlog on work.  
I think the Board should be made aware that I have had several service stations complain about 
some draconian DEC regulations that involves testing existing equipment and they’re talking 
hundreds of thousands dollars to remain in business. I’m not sure if anyone was made aware of, 
I asked the owners to contact their supervisor and make them aware of it, because it should have 
been a grandfathered situation where new equipment would be subject to these terms, but not 
older equipment that is in place.  
 
MCNALLY: Okay, anything for Wayne?  
 
HOLZER: Wayne, when do these new regulations come into effect?  
 
TAYLOR: I think it’s coming up; I didn’t get all the specifics on it.  
 
HOLZER: Do you have any documentation?  
 
TAYLOR: I do not. I just heard, the Port Henry Service Station was one. I’ve seen that they’ve 
taken the pumps down here at Elizabethtown.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Are they fining you; these businesses or what are they?  
 
TAYLOR: They’re holding the new regulations on the existing equipment. It involves fire staff 
testing; which I guess under optimal conditions would be achievable and doable.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So, what is the consequences if the business doesn’t comply? Do they close 
them?  
 
TAYLOR: I don’t know, Tom. A warning?  
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SCOZZAFAVA: We know they’re desperate for money.  
 
TAYLOR: Again, it’s jobs for your communities and commerce that won’t be there.  
 
MCNALLY: Anybody else? Okay, thank you.  
Let’s go back to Veteran’s Office, Noel Merrihew.  
 
MERRIHEW: No report this morning.  
 
MCNALLY: No report, thank you.  

 
****** 

 
 The next item on the agenda was the District Attorney, Kristy Sprague reporting as follows:  
 
SPRAGUE: Good morning, no official report or anything that I can publicly speak about, just know 
that I’m looking into the matter regarding Lincoln Pond and that’s all I’ve got to say about that.  
In regards to justice courts and all that I’m going to ask is if you can take a look at your local 
courts. If there’s a way to install plexi-glass in front of your judges and/or between the judge and 
the court to allow them to be able to not utilize masks all the time, so that when they’re speaking 
the recordings are clear. I noticed the other night in Willsboro I was there and it was very difficult 
for the judge to be able talk and it was muffled and you couldn’t get a really good recording, so if 
that’s possible or plausible and if we need help doing it let us know. But, that’s the only comment 
or suggestion I have. I think the most part Moriah did an excellent job, Ti did an excellent job in 
keeping the social distancing and things under control, those are pretty large courts.  
So, my ADAs are coming back and reporting and I told them that if in a situation you feel unsafe, 
just advise the court and I will bring it up to your attention.  
Any other questions on here?  
 
MCNALLY: You’re all set, thank you.  

 
****** 

 
 The next item on the agenda was Emergency Services with Don Jaquish reporting as 
follows:  
 
JAQUISH: Good morning, I do have some requests for resolutions. You do have my monthly 
report, as well.  
The first one is, we put in to replace the generator at Terry Mountain in the budget and we took it 
back out and decided to discuss it later to get the monies out of the radio fund that still exists. We 
have in there a million dollars in that fund. The generator is a 1962 CAT, 155KW, we are probably 
going to downsize that a little bit, but I would at least like to discuss it and possibly get a resolution 
for a LOA from AES and I’ll bring back the costs for full board approval, but I would like to consider 
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replacing that generator. It’s no longer able to get parts for and we have 12, currently 12 tenants 
with possibly a 13th. I met with Verizon last week. They want to put panels on that. We take in, 
currently about $149,000.00 in revenue from that site. Verizon would be a fairly large client, if this 
all pans out. So, we need to really make sure the generator is alive. So, previous discussion, but 
I would like to peruse that, put an LOA with AES and with Jim’s help we can figure out how much 
it is actually going to cost. They’d like them to manage the content. I can tell you that the generator 
that we put in at Public Safety; which was 6-7 years ago is about $150,000.00. That was 175KW; 
which was considerably larger. So, I figure the cost is going to be between $150,000.00 and 
$200,000.00, because it’s on a mountain. So, for your consideration I would like to at least go 
ahead with the LOA.  
 
PALMER: Yeah, let’s do that.  
 
MCNALLY: Someone what to move that? Mr. Depo, Mr. Holzer 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT A 
LETTER OF AUTHORIZATION TO AES TO REPLACE THE GENERATOR AT THE TERRY 
MOUNTAIN SITE WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM THE RADIO PROJECT.  Depo, Holzer 
 
MCNALLY: Questions, concerns?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: What’s a LOA?  
 
JAQUISH: Letter of authorization to allow them to do the engineering.  
 
PALMER: We have contracts with these individuals. Again, it’s something we need to do. I did 
put it off in the spring, but it is. You know we do have the money set aside in the radio project. 
There is a million dollars there that doesn’t really affect the fund balance one way or another, it’s 
already there. So, I think it is time to go ahead with that, we just can’t rely on that old generator at 
that site.  
 
MCNALLY: And more questions? All in favor? Opposed? Carried 
 
JAQUISH: On that point, I would like to bring up that with all the torrential rain that we’ve been 
getting we suffered heavy damage on the 2-mile road that goes up to Terry Mountain. Jim Dougan 
and his crew went up and did some repairs, but at some point I’m going to come back to Board 
and request to repair the road properly, so it stops washing out. It was actually impassable a few 
weeks ago. We are obligated to provide access to the site for all the tenants that are on it.  
 
MCNALLY: Does that qualify for FEMA funding?  
 
JAQUISH: No, unfortunately it would have, it’s unfortunate that it’s in a different county. Clinton 
County did not meet the threshold, so therefore it didn’t qualify.  
 



Public Safety Committee 
Monday, August 10, 2020  5 
 
MCNALLY: Anybody else?  
 
JAQUISH: Okay, the Town of AuSable has asked for three years of placement of an antenna and 
transmitter on top of our 161-foot tower there, so we’ve come up with a lease agreement, because 
they’re a municipality we aren’t charging them a huge amount. It’s a $100.00 a month and that 
will cover the cost of their electricity and some maintenance. I would like to have a resolution of 
permission to enter into that lease agreement with the Town of AuSable. 
 
MCNALLY: Anybody want to move that? Mr. Tyler, Mr. Holzer 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY SERVICES TO ENTER INTO A LEASE 
AGREEMENT WITH THE TOWN OF AUSABLE FOR PLACEMENT OF AN ANTENNA AND 
TRANSMITTER AT THE TERRY MOUNTAIN SITE AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT.  Tyler, 
Holzer  
 
MCNALLY: Questions, concerns?  
 
HOLZER:  How long is the lease agreement for?  
 
JAQUISH: I would actually have to look, I think it’s five year, but I would like to go to ten.  
 
PALMER: We go five with one renewable. That’s typically what we do.  
 
MCNALLY: Alright, all in favor? Opposed? Carried.  
 
JAQUISH: And some points of discussion, if any of you have any of the storm damage from last 
Tuesday, if you suffered any of that damage, the Department of Homeland Security has been 
down with me for two days to get a report. I think they’re trying to make, get a State declaration, 
because any monies, any damages we need to give them would help, but I don’t think we suffered 
a lot of damage. Has anybody in this group have widespread damage?  
 
HOLZER: We just suffered probably $30,000.00 to $50,000.00 in damage on the Memorial 
Highway.  
 
JAQUISH: Okay will you get that to me?  
 
HOLZER: I’ll contact ORDA and ask them to contact your office.  
 
JAQUISH: That you, that would be very helpful.  
The Monkton Project; you allowed me to proceed with that project with only three out of the four 
frequencies, we did get the fourth frequency, so we’re good with that, we finally got the fourth.  
We are proceeding with that four frequency plan. We also are getting a structural analysis done 
on the Wells Hill Tower, because we have elevated that tower by 20 feet, however on the Monkton 
Site we don’t think we’re going to require a tower. We’re actually going to mount it on the shelf, 
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so that’s a big savings there.  
So, the other thing I have left is what we’re doing an upgrade on the 911 system. The phone 
system which was supposed to take 2 days and it was still into the second week. We ran into 
some pretty big issues. We got those straightened out, so there’s some few things left on the 
punch list that we’re trying to finish up now. We did lose ½ of our trunk lines over the weekend. 
Verizon told me it was a squirrel. That’s what they told me, chewed a fiber line. So, that’s backed 
up and we lost our internet, we got that back working as well.  
So, the final thing is there’s an EMS resolution of recognition, I’d like Patty to come up and I don’t 
know, Tom if you want to get involved, but to her speak about these resolutions.  
 
BASHAW: So, I’ll just say first of all, a sincere thank you for Supervisor Tyler and the Board for 
the resolution of condolences for the unexpected passing of my Mom. My family truly appreciated 
that and I thank you for doing that.  
So, on a brighter note. We have two resolutions of recognition. The first one is on June 20th, a 69- 
year old man, experiencing a medical emergency in a parking lot of 9N & 22 in the Moriah. The 
car he was riding in pulled over, I think he was going to the fishing tournament is what the story 
was. The patient exited the vehicle and collapsed to the ground, bystander, CPR was started by 
someone in the car and the other friend immediately called the Essex County Dispatch Center 
and they received the 911 call and dispatched Moriah EMS, Port Henry Fire and New York State 
Police. This call was very near the residence of Chief James Hughes of the Port Henry Fire 
Department, he immediately responded and continued CPR, within moments New York State 
Police, Joe LaPoint arrived on scene, deployed the AED and defibrillated twice. Moriah EMS 
arrived with BLS crew and took over the patient, they requested Lamoille for advanced life 
support. After several minutes of CPR, ALS medications and three total defibrillations, the patient 
regained a pulse and started breathing on his own. The patient was transported to the 
UVM/Elizabethtown Hospital Moses-Ludington Campus and later airlifted to CVPH by LifeNet.  
Whereas, this individual has recovered and back into the community and very thankful to his 
rescuers and enjoying life with his family.  
Therefore, let it be known that Essex County Board of Supervisors has acknowledged the 
tremendous tiered coordination and response of the Essex County 911 Center, Port Henry Fire 
Department Chief James Hughes, New York State Police Officer Joe LaPoint, Moriah EMS 
members; Kelly Ashe, Rick Maye, Luke Harris, Doug Pauquin, Lamoille Ambulance Service 
Members; Matt Watts and Mary McKeea, UVM Elizabethtown Hospital Moses Ludington Campus 
Staff, LifeNet Crew in saving this man’s life. Thank you for your service to Essex County.  
 
MCNALLY: Moved by Mr. Tyler, unanimous second 
 
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO ESSEX COUNTY 911 CALL CENTER, PORT HENRY 
FIRE DEPARTMENT CHIEF JAMES HUGHES, NEW YORK STATE POLICE OFFICER JOE 
LAPOINT, MORIAH EMS MEMBERS, LAMOILLE AMBULANCE SERVICE MEMBERS, UVM 
ELIZABETHTOWN HOSPITAL MOSES LUDINGTON CAMPUS AND LIFENET 
Tyler, unanimous 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Patty wasn’t there a New York State Trooper involved in that, were they 
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mentioned?  
 
BASHAW: Yeah 
 
PALMER: Yes 
 
BASHAW: And second resolution is based along those same lines.  
Whereas, on July 7th Lamoille EMS was dispatched to cover a second call in Moriah for a male 
patient with chest pains. On the arrival of EMS, the patient is found on his porch unresponsive 
and with abnormal respirations and without pulse. CPR was initiated and this was a Lamoille, 2-
man crew, also. CPR was initiated and dispatch was requested to page for additional assistance 
and activate LifeNet. New York State Police, again, Mineville/Witherbee Fire Department, this 
time responded and assisted with resuscitation efforts. After 2 defibrillations the patient regained 
a pulse, however EMS needed to continue to assist with his ventilations. The patient was 
transported to Moriah firehouse landing zone where LifeNet assisted in additional care, such as 
cardioversion, which is basically a different version of defibrillation. LifeNet flew the patient to 
UVM in Burlington.  
Whereas, the individual was treated and now is recovering in the community, very thankful to his 
rescuers and enjoying life with his family.  
Therefore, let it be known that the Essex County Board of Supervisors acknowledged the 
tremendous tiered coordination and response of the Essex County 911 Center, New York State 
Police Office Matt Cornelius, Lamoille Ambulance Members; Courtney Brown, Tracy Lacy, Matt 
Watts and Mineville/Witherbee Fire Department and LifeNet crew in saving this man’s life. Thank 
you for your services.  
 
MCNALLY: Moved by Mr. Tyler, second? Unanimous second, thank you  
 
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO ESSEX COUNTY 911 CALL CENTER, NEW YORK 
STATE POLICE OFFICER MATT CORNELIUS, LAMOILLE AMBULANCE SERVICE 
MEMBERS, MINEVILLE/WITHERBEE FIRE DEPARTMENT AND LIFENET.  Tyler, unanimous 
 
BASHAW: Thank you 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The lesson in all of this, is if you feel a massive coronary coming on go to Moriah. 
(laughter) 
 
MCNALLY: That causes coronary.  
 
PALMER: Yeah, really that’s the problem.  
 
JAQUISH: That’s all I have for you today. If there’s any questions?  
 
MCNALLY: Any questions for Don? Thank you.  
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****** 
  

The next item on the agenda was Emergency Medical Services with Patty Bashaw 
reporting as follows:  
 
BASHAW: So, our report is also in your report that you got from our office.  
We’re pretty busy. We were low in call volume for March and April, overall in the County. I think 
people just stayed home and then once the first wave started, we just have been extremely busy.  
We have units or people working out in Wilmington, Schroon Lake, Moriah, Ticonderoga, I don’t 
know if I am forgetting anybody and it’s going extremely well. All the hiccups that we were having 
in the very beginning has stopped and it’s really, really working well. We’re seeing a huge 
reduction in respond times and dropped calls.  
So, I’ll take any questions that you may have?  
 
TYLER: The next town that supposed to be added? I’m hoping Westport’s there, because they’re 
paying.  
 
BASHAW: What’s that?  
 
TYLER: They’re paying $5,000.00 - $6,000.00 for service right now.  
 
BASHAW: Right, so at our last EMS meeting we talked about going ahead and filling the spots. 
They are in this wave of filling the spots, so as soon as we can get that going we will definitely do 
that. I am going to meet with them again and meet with you on the contract.  
 
TYLER: Is Westport next on the list?  
 
BASHAW: It’s Westport, E’town/Lewis and we’re hoping Willsboro/Essex. So, yes those guys are 
on the list next. We’re trying to get approval for Willsboro/Essex, because we’re changing things 
up just a little bit.  
 
MCNALLY: Anything else for Patty? I guess you’re all set, thank you.  
 

****** 
  
 The next item on the agenda was Sheriff’s Office with Sheriff Reynolds reporting as 
follows:  
 
REYNOLDS: I am here if you have any questions?  
 
MCNALLY: Any questions? Thank you.  
 

****** 
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 The next item on the agenda was Probation with Heather Sheehan reporting as follows:  
 
SHEEHAN: Hi everyone, it’s nice to be back here. You have my report and I don’t need any 
resolutions at this time. Does anyone have any questions?  
 
MCNALLY: Any questions for Heather? If not we’re all set, thank you.  
 
SHEEHAN: Thank you.  

****** 
  
 The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender’s Office with Emily Evatt reporting 
as follows:  
 
EVATT: Good morning everybody. I don’t have any formal report, but I do have a resolution.  
A resolution authorizing the Essex County on behalf of the Public Defender’s office to accept a 3-
year New York Indigent Legal Services Grant #10-C100015 in the amount of $95,748.00.  
 
MCNALLY: Moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded by Mr. Hughes 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY PUBLIC DEFENDERS TO ACCEPT A 
THREE-YEAR NEW YORK STATE INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES GRANT IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $95,748.00.  Tyler, Hughes 
 
MCNALLY: Questions? Concerns? All in favor? Opposed? Anything else from Emily?  
 
EVATT: Does anyone have any questions?  
 
MCNALLY: Okay, we’re all set, thank you.  
Anything else to come in front of the Public Safety Committee?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Dan, are we doing resource officers this year in schools? Have we heard 
anything?  
 
PALMER: No, actually you’ve done a refund, a couple of refunds for school districts. Coming up 
in the fall, I don’t know what Dan’s plan is.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Okay, thank you.  
 
MANNING: I won’t take much time; I know it’s been a long day. Shaun at the regular board 
meeting had asked me to research how you wanted to handle or what our options were in handling 
impoundment/confinement of dogs. You know whose responsibility it is and how it can be done. 
It’s governed by the Agriculture and Markets Law and the Public Health Law. Public Health Law, 
basically is most concerned with rabies impoundments, however when a dangerous dog bites 
someone it’s automatically going to be assumed it’s rabid, unless they can prove otherwise with 
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a certificate. The Agriculture and Markets Law basically deals with dangerous dogs, licensing 
impoundments and things of that nature. When I first was asked at the regular meeting what I 
thought, the issue of preemption first came to mind, because often times when the State creates 
or issues or makes a statute which is comprehensive in nature its’ deemed to preempt anything 
that municipalities can do. They sort of covers the whole spectrum and you can’t go any further, 
unless there’s a caveat to that, unless the statute actually permits municipalities vote above what 
the state standards are and in this case in both Public Health Law and in the Agriculture Markets 
Law there is provision that municipalities can create their own local laws as long as they don’t 
conflict with or are lesser than the State law.  
The provision for, first of all, everyone knows by now that we need to contract with someone to 
provide us with impoundment services and I guess we’re looking at the SPCA, the North Country 
SPCA and if there are any other organizations we can talk to them. Once we figure out what they 
want, you can create a local law. I would recommend that the County not get involved with this. 
I’d recommend that I’d do a local law for all the towns that would say the exact same thing, as far 
as, what you’re going to charge for impoundment fees and that be handed down at the time of 
any dangerous dog proceeding, that it be a condition that the owner of the dangerous dog pay for 
this. That’s about the best you’re going to be able to do. The reason I think the Towns are better 
suited to do this is that throughout the Ag and Market Law and the Public Health Law it’s the 
Towns that have the dog enforcement officer, the Town’s dog enforcement officer that usually 
goes to court to enforce these things and the fees, the fees that you get from a dangerous dog 
go to the municipality, to the towns. If it were the County we would have to set up our own dog 
control officer, it would just get too cumbersome. So, I think if we did just one small local law that 
dealt only with, unless you want a comprehensive that deals with everything. That deals with only 
the impoundment fees and the fact that there would be a penalty to be paid for by the violator, the 
owner of the dog, that’s the better way to go.  
I took a look at the New York State Department of State website which has all local law on various 
things that are filed. I didn’t find any laws like this, passed by counties, but some passed by towns 
and villages. So, the impoundment fees, too are kind of vague in these. Well in the Agriculture 
and Market Law it’s real low in the Public Health Law is says something like, not less than $10.00 
for the first offense, so that assuming that means $10.00 and up, not less than $20.00 for the 
second offense for second offense and not less than $30.00 for third offense. It’s a little vague, 
so you know it would be better to have something a little more concrete and little blunt. So, that’s 
the long and short of it, if anyone has any questions I would be happy to answer them.  
 
HOLZER: So, Dan how soon, what kind of timeline are we looking at for you to prepare the local 
laws for our communities? Because we’re under, we’re all getting letters 
 
MANNING: Yeah, I can do it quickly. It’s not rocket science. I just follow the statutes and up the 
amounts. We will want to know though, what it’s going to cost us when we enter into a contract 
with someone, so that we have, I can put broad language in there, too. But, sometimes the laws 
are challenged, constitutionally if they’re void forgivingness and that might be an instance where 
we may, but we certainly, we can contract, get a contract together with the North Country SPCA 
or whoever and this won’t take long, keeping in mind a local law takes two meetings. You can 
have a special and another, so within two weeks’ time, give me a week to do it, within a three-
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week time you can.  
 
HOLZER: Okay, because I’m sure we’re all going to be getting second letters from Ag and Markets 
on this. I spoke with them last week a little bit.  
 
MANNING: Okay 
 
HOLZER: I think it can get resolved but we’re going to need this local law in place and a couple 
of other assurances they’re looking for to continue on.  
 
MANNING: Okay, is it Janet Collier you’re getting the letters from?  
 
HOLZER: Yes 
 
MANNING: We can speak to her.  
 
HUGHES: I have two questions; question number one, is this a local law that we can give you 
from the voters to be approved?  
 
MANNING: Patron me?  
 
HUGHES: Is this a local law that the voters have to approve?  
 
MANNING: No, no, no, absolutely not.  
 
HUGHES: And Number 2, has the SPCA, has North Country SPCA said that they are willing to 
upgrade their facilities to allow these dangerous dogs?  
 
MANNING: That I don’t know. I mean I can find it out.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I had thought that somewhere in our emails or discussions what I did read that 
they were considering that. Dan, I think my question would be most towns, maybe all towns 
already have local laws on file with regards to animal control, dogs.  
 
MANNING: Right 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Wouldn’t this be an amendment to that law?  
 
MANNING: Yup, yup 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I mean instead of starting all over again.  
 
MANNING: Yeah, it would be an amendment to your local law.  
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SCOZZAFAVA: So, you’re just going to draft it and hold a hearing at the town level?  
 
MANNING: Right 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: It’s nothing that has to be voted on this level?  
 
MANNING: Right 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: And we go from there, okay, thank you.  
 
MCNALLY: Anybody else?  
 
RAND: You are setting the fees? Or are you setting it for every town?  
 
MANNING: I haven’t made that determination, but it probably will say whatever fees that the town 
has to pay for impoundment and I don’t know how far you want to carry it. Do you want to have 
them pay euthanasia, I’m going to have to investigate the euthanasia; whether the, I’m not sure 
whether the town pays for that or not, but it will probably be broad. It will be, there’s no way, 
because we would have to change every single time.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: In our contract with SPCA addresses a lot of that already. That we have individual 
with the SPCA.  
 
MANNING: Right, right.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: But you know trying to determine what the fees are going to be, I think for Moriah 
to go to Westport or Elizabethtown, I don’t see Newcomb bringing their dogs here.  
 
MANNING: Well, it will just have provisions.  
 
MCNALLY: We have a contract in Warren County with an actual veterinarian.  
Dan, will there be any recourse for people not paying the town?  
 
MANNING: That’s the difficult thing. Yeah, you know if there’s any criminal. The Ag and Market’s 
Law provides that you have a dog that’s been previously been deemed dangerous and then 
attacks a second time and you have knowledge of that, that’s a misdemeanor, so that’s a criminal 
act. In that case, the judge could do a conditional discharge or suspended sentence that says, 15 
days’ jail, however you do this, you know you get sprayed, neutered, you get micro-chipped, well, 
your dog’s going, it’s euthanized, you’re going to pay for impoundment and euthanization, if you 
don’t it’s 15 days in jail, but you need your judges to do that and that’s one hook. The other is, 
you know you could have your judges enter into, it would be the town and the owner of the dog 
would enter into a, what’s called a confession of judgement. It’s like going to court, winning and 
getting a judgement, but the confession of judgement is the respondent, the dog owner, says, 
yup, I agree, I agree, I did all of this wrong, I agree to pay these fees. You file that with the County 
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Clerk’s officer, it has the weight of an actual judgement, so it’s a lien on their real property and 
you can also, if you really wanted to attach property with that. The Sheriff’s not here, but once 
and while some smarty pants lawyers do that. It’s not, a pain in the neck for us, because the 
Sheriff has to go. So, that’s another mechanism we can seek.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Personal property used?  
 
MANNING: Yeah, it’s not often used, it’s an old. I don’t like it, because I don’t like the possible 
liability that we have, but once in a while, but the things are, it’s a judgment on their real property, 
so if they want to get a mortgage, if they have a mortgage, you can say I’m calling up your 
mortgage company and you’re in default, because you’ve got this and if you really wanted to, if it 
was an absorbent fee, you could force a foreclosure, because that judgement is attached to real 
property for 10 years.  
 
MCNALLY: Okay, anybody else?   
 
MANNING: So, I’ll work something out, get you a letter and you guys can say, aye, nay and we’ll 
take a look at it.  
 
MCNALLY: Anything else for the Public Safety. If not we’re adjourned.  
 
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS PUBLIC 
SAFETY COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 10:58 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judith Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 


