
REGULAR BOARD 
Monday, April 6, 2020 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

Clerk’s note:  This meeting was held via conference call.  
 
 

Supervisor Gillilland called this Regular Board meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. with the following 
supervisors in attendance via conference call: Clayton Barber, Noel Merrihew, Robin DeLoria, 
Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, Joe Giordano, Charles Harrington, Roy Holzer, 
Ken Hughes, Steve McNally, Jim Monty, Jay Rand, Tom Scozzafava, Jeffrey Subra, Michael 
Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson and Davina Winemiller.   
 
Department heads present were:  Judy Garrison, Daniel Palmer, Mike Diskin and Dan Manning.  
 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you very much.  The time right now is 10:21 a.m. and I will call this meeting 
of the Board of Supervisors to order.  We’ll start with the roll call please.    Alright now we’ll go 
into resolutions.  I think the first resolution is actually one towards the back of the packet, it is the 
resolution suspending the certain rules and regulations of proceedings of the Essex County board 
of Supervisors as stated in resolution no. 1 of 2020 dated January 6, 2020.  Does everybody have 
that resolution?   
 
RESOLUTION #68 – SUSPENDING CERTAIN RULES AND REGULATIONS OF 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE ESSEX COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AS STATED IN 
RESOLUTION NO. 1 OF 2020 DATED JANUARY 6, 2020.  
This resolution was moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Rand and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #69 – AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXCUTE A MEMORANDUM OR UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN ESSEX COUNTY MENTAL 
HEALHT DEPARTMENT AND PROVIDERS TO FORM BUILDING RESILIENCE IN ESSEX 
COUNTY FAMILIES COALITION (BRIEF) 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Giordano and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes  
 
RESOLUTION #70 – AUTHORIZNG APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND/OR 
COUNCILS. 
This resolution was moved by Mrs. Winemiller, seconded by Mr. Holzer and adopted. 
 
GILLILLAND:  We don’t need a roll call on this one so I will ask for a verbal yay and then any 
nays.  All in favor, any nays?  Resolution passes. 
 
RESOLUTION #71 – AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOR VARIOUS 
DEPARTMENTS. 
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This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes  
 
RESOLUTION #72 – ADOPTING AND APPROVING THE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR 
THE CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AGENCY (CHHA) APPROVED BY THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
ADVISORY COUNCIL (PHAC) AND THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR REVIEWED ON MARCH 3, 
2020. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Harrington, seconded by Mr. Giordano and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #73 – AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY OFFICE FOR THE AGING TO 
PROVIDE SERVICES TO PRIVATE PAY INDIVIDUALS EFFECTIVE APRIL 11, 2020. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Barber and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
WITHDRAWN: 
RESOLUTION #74 – AUTHORIZING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A FIRE TRAINING FACILITY 
ON THE FORMER LEWIS COMPACT STATION SITE, IN THE TOWN OF LEWIS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. DeLoria, seconded by Mr. Giordano and withdrawn. 
 
GILLILLAND:  The County Manager has made a recommendation that this be withdrawn or tabled 
until we have the confirmation that we have the funding is available.  All in favor, any nays?  Motion 
passes to withdraw. 
 
RESOLUTION #75 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD BIDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Rand and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
MONTY:  Shaun, the money is already in the budget so we don’t have to worry about if we’re 
going to receive it?  It’s already in that grant and that grant is already here correct? 
 
PALMER:  Yes, that’s a grant that’s been approved. I know the money is there so it’s question of 
whether you want to spend it but at this point I think it’s acceptable to pass at this point. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any further discussion? 
 
MONTY:  The grant covers the whole cost? 
 
PALMER:  Yes. 
 



Regular Board Meeting 
Monday, April 6, 2020  3 
 
HARRINGTON:  Is there any chance this grant could be rescinded? 
 
PALMER: I don’t think so. This is a EMS grant funding that seems to have a different path.  I’m 
fairly confident that it’s not going to be withdrawn because we’re at the point of spending. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
 
RESOLUTION #76 – AUTHORIZING ESSEX COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENT BE 
ADDED TO THE ESSEX COUNTY POLICY MANUAL SECTION 13.02(f) 
This resolution was moved by Mrs. DeZalia, seconded by Mrs. Winemiller and adopted. 
 
GARRISON:  Resolutions from the floor –  
 
RESOLUTION #77 – ACCEPTING, ADOPTING AND PLACING ON FILE POLICIES, PLANS, 
PROCEDURES AND ANNUAL REPORTS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #78 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO ACCEPT A BID 
PROPOSAL FROM BYRAM FOR MEDCIAL SUPPLIES AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT FOR THE 
SAME. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Tyler and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #79 – AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH GLOBAL TEL LINK CORPORATION FOR INMATE 
TELEPHONE, VIDEO VISITATION AND TABLET SERVICES, AT NO COST TO ESSEX 
COUNTY. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. DeLoria and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #80 – ADOPTING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. 2 OF 2020, ENTITLED, 
“ESSEX COUNTY FROM OCCUPANCY TAX LAW” CONTINUING THE IMPOSITION OF A 
HOTEL/MOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX INCREASING THE TAX TO FIVE PERCENT (5%) OF THE 
PER DIEM RENTAL RATE FOR EACH ROOM OR ROOMS IN A HOTEL OR MOTEL LOCATED 
WITHIN ESSEX COUNTY. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Wilson and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
WITHDRAWN: 
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RESOLUTION #81 – AUTHORIZING THE IMPLEMENTION AND FUNDING IN THE FIRST 
INSTANCE 100% OF THE FEDERAL-AID AND STATE “MARCHISELLI” PROGRAM-AID 
ELIGIBLE COSTS, OF A TRANSPORTATION FEDERAL-AID PROJECT, AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFORE. (BLUE RIDGE ROAD) 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. DeLoria and withdrawn. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I would like to move to table this based on the County Manager’s 
recommendation, until we know that State funding will be in place. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Motion to table, second by Mr. DeLoria.  Discussion?  All in favor, any nays – move 
to table passes. 
 
WITHDRAWN: 
RESOLUTION #82 - AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1,661,930.00, FOR THE BLUE RIDGE ROAD PAVEMENT PRESERVATION PROJECT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. DeLoria, seconded by Mr. Monty and withdrawn. 
 
PALMER:  We are going to call all these withdrawals. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion?  No discussion, all in favor any opposed – motion to withdraw is 
passed. 
 
WITHDRAWN: 
RESOLUTION #83 – AUTHORIZING A CHANGE ORDER TO LUCK BROTHERS, INC. IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $1,594,400.00, FOR GENERAL CONSTRUCTION OF THE BLUE RIDGE ROAD 
PAVEMENT PRESERVATION PROJECT WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM BUDGETED FUNDS 
AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE SAID CHANGE ORDER. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Tyler and withdrawn. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion?  No discussion, all in favor any opposed – motion to withdraw carries. 
 
WITHDRAWN: 
RESOLUTION #84 – AUTHORIZING A CHANGE ORDER TO GREENMAN PEDERSON INC. 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $155,000.00, FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR 
THE BLUDE RIDGE ROAD PAVEMENT PRESERVATION PROJECT WITH FUNDS TO COME 
FROM BUDGETED FUNDS AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR 
COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID CHANGE ORDER. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Subra and withdrawn. 
 
BARBER:  I don’t see it in the list. 
 
DELORIA:  Mine came out of order too. 
 
PALMER: Alright, well it should have been a resolution for Greenman Pederson.  It’s the same 
as the Luck Brothers one; we’re not going to award if we’re withdrawing the original. 
 
MONTY:  I’ll move it. 
GILLILLAND:  Do we have a second? 
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SUBRA:  I will second it.   
 
GILLILLAND:  Any discussion on the motion to withdraw?  Being none, all in favor, any opposed 
– being none, motion to withdraw carries. 
 
RESOLUTION #85 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD A PURCHSE 
ORDER TO US ROBERT H. FINKE & SONS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,829.28, FOR 
PARTS AND LABOR FOR A VOGELE PAVER 2000-3I, IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM BUDGETED FUNDS AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING 
THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID PURCHASE 
ORDER. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mrs. Winemiller and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
PALMER:  Again, I’m recommending the passage on this one.  It’s parts and labor for repair of 
our second paver unit. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
 
RESOLUTION #86 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD A PURCHASE 
ORDER TO US RADAR, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $27,530.00, FOR A Q4300 GROUND 
PENTETRATING RADAR UNIT INCLUDING BATTERY, BATTERY CHARGER, CONTROLS 
AND GIS/GPS MAPPING SOFTWARE AND LICENSE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS, WITH FUNDS TO COME BROM BUDGETED FUNDS AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID 
PURCHASE ORDER. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Subra, seconded by Mrs. DeZalia and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
GILLILLAND:  Under discussion, I want to say that this is the outcome of Mr. Wilson’s efforts and 
others to consolidate some of the water and sewer issues and things and I think it’s a very needed 
piece of equipment.  Any further discussion? 
 
WINEMILLER:  This would be used for all the towns not just the county, correct? 
 
GILLILLAND: That’s correct. 
 
WINEMILLER:  Okay, thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion? Being none, roll call please. 
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RESOLUTION #87 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO GO OUT TO BID THE 
TRACY ROAD OVER ASH CRAFT BROOK BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT IN THE 
TOWN OF NORTH HUDSON.   
This resolution was moved by Mrs. DeZalia, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #88 – AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH JFP ENTERPRISES IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED $17,742.00, FOR GENERAL CONSTRUCTION SERVICES TO INCLUDE 
INSTALLATION OF 100 LF OF GALVANIZED CHAIN LINK FENCE, FENCE POSTS AND (2) 
10’X4’ DOUBLE SWING GATES AT THE ESSEX COUNTY TRANSFER STATION IN THE 
TOWN OF LEWIS, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM BUDGETED FUNDS. 
 This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mrs. DeZalia and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
SUBRA: I have a question.  Is the county picking up the tab on these fencing projects? 
 
PALMER:  We are for our station.   It hasn’t been determined what we’re going to do with the 
other stations. 
 
SUBRA:  Okay because I’ve gone out to private quote and I’ve come up with a substantial savings. 
We were told we had to pay for it at the town so that’s why I was just asking. 
 
WILSON:  We already have ours installed and we paid for it just so we could get it done before 
time limit was up, the deadline. 
 
PALMER:  Right. 
 
MONTY:  I believe the confusion is this is not my transfer station this is the one the county has in 
Lewis that Serkil operates where the private haulers come in and the majority of the damage was 
all done by the private haulers as well as by the Serkil people pulling things in and out. 
 
PALMER:  Yeah, this is not a town. This is the county’s transfer station. 
 
GILLILLAND:  The county’s transfer station. Does that clear it up for everybody? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion? 
 
SUBRA:  The Town of Schroon is a county transfer station though, correct? 
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PALMER:  Yeah, but all the inner structure stuff originally was attributed to the town cost in other 
words, the towns paid for the cost of all your other fencing and your retainer walls and those 
things.  The only thing the county paid for was the equipment, the compactors those kinds of 
things. 
 
GILLILLAND: Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
 
RESOLUTION #89 – AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH A.D. THORTON MECHANICAL, 
LLC TO SUPPLY AND INSTALL AIR DISINFECTION UNITS IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN THE 
COUNTY BUILDING. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Rand and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
PALMER:  Under discussion – this is, obviously it’s not cheap it’s $38,000 for doing all of our 
facilities both the court building and the public safety which is actually thirty-one disinfecting units.  
It’s probably we should have looked at in the past but we haven’t done it but I do believe that by 
doing it now we have an opportunity to recoup that funding through the FEMA COVID emergency. 
We will put it in and I’m hoping that it is something that will get approved as a cost that we had to 
take to protect our workforce. 
 
DEZALIA:  I’d like to add to the discussion, working in the court house for fifteen years I believe 
that this is a much needed and valuable thing at that building in particularly. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any further discussion?   
 
HARRINGTON: Particularly in light of the situation that we exist today, I certainly would think that 
this would be in our best interest. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you.  Roll call please. 
 
RESOLUTION #90 – AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC HEALTH WIC DEPARTMENT ACCEPT A 
GRANT FROM ADIRONDACK TRUST IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,000.00, AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SAME. 
This resolution was moved by Mrs. Winemiller, seconded by Mr. Rand and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
AMENDED: 
RESOLUTION #91 – OF THE ESSEX COUNTY, NEW YORK BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
ADDRESSING COMMUNITY TRANSMISSION, PREVENTION, CONTROL AND SPREAD OF 
THE CORONAVIRUS DISEASE, AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC RELEASE OF THE NAMES OF 
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EACH TOWN WITH THE NUMBER OF PERSONS INFECTED WITH THE CORONAVIRUS 
AND CAUSING THE SAME TO BE MADE PUBLIC. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mrs. DeZalia and adopted, as 
amended upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2534 votes 
NOES:         387 votes (Giordano) 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  If I could have the floor for a moment.  I have been making a number of cases 
public in Moriah since the first case was on Friday I believe.  I absolutely believe that that 
information is essentially to our constituents so they will practice the social distancing not leave 
the house unless they absolutely need to for essential needs only which is critical to try and control 
the spread of this that people understand and realize that it is within your community and I strongly 
support this. 
 
HUGHES:  I’d like to have the floor if I could.  Thank you.  On March 20, of this year I was informed 
that I had two positive cases in the Town of Essex and I believe I have the first two in our township 
and I wrestled with the idea whether to make the information public and I was told by the Public 
Health Department that it was not, it should not be done, it should not be said it was in our town 
and I made the decision after careful confutation with several people some more uninclined, some 
more local to do it and I just want to say that the response from the community was 
overwhelmingly supportive of that decision.  People appreciated the decision.  It brought the 
Covid-19 issue home to our town and made it real instead of understanding it was just somewhere 
else, it was here and people really appreciated having that knowledge and that education and 
that understanding and I fully support the passage of this resolution. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you Mr. Hughes.  I just would echo, I also gave a recommendation to Mr. 
Hughes that he go ahead and release that it was in the Town of Essex.  I believe that we, in Essex 
County we’re unique in the fact that we are so geographically large and we have a very small 
population.  I do understand Public Health’s issue in defending the HIPPA law about ensuring that 
we don’t release any identifiable information of anybody that comes down with the disease that’s 
a right under the law so if we do pass this it is doubly on the shoulders of the supervisors to make 
sure that the rumors are controlled and information is controlled so that nobody gets identified.   
I also do believe that based upon what I see in my locality and what I’ve seen around the county 
here is we do have a problem with people not taking this as seriously as it should. We also have 
a problem with people who are very, very afraid and that is something that we have to manage.  
So I do support this. It also, as the County board of health it’s essentially going to take the 
responsibility off of the Director of Public Health for this and if we do get blow back from the State 
we’ll take it.  Any other discussion? 
 
WILSON:  I would like to follow up on your point Shaun.  I think we definitely need to provide this 
type of information.  I think the mechanism of how we do it, I think it’s good if Public Health reports 
it to the Board of Supervisors and we take responsibility for sharing the location of the confirmed 
cases I think that maybe, hopefully will help elevate some of the burden that Public Health is 
facing in trying to comply with HIPPA laws in trying to provide the information that we really want 
to get out there. If we’re the ones actually, the Board of Supervisors is actually sharing with the 
public that maybe help with some of the HIPPA and the aspects of HIPPA. 
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RAND:  I agree with everything that’s been said.  I think being remote as our county is it gives 
people a sense of false security and everything that can be done I think to make people more 
aware to abide by all the rules and regulations of separation, staying at home, etc.  I think this 
would just give more substance to making people do that and I think people really just want 
transparency these days. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you. Any further discussion? 
 
HARRINGTON:  Historically speaking there was a time during the polio epidemic and when 
measles, mumps and chicken pocks was prevailing that signs was put on homes on 
demonstrating that those homes were quarantined. I know that that probably would never be 
allowed today but it was the example of in years past as to how to control the epidemic. This is 
just a historical input, thanks. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you Mr. Harrington. Further discussion? 
 
GIORDANO:  I have some thoughts when I was notified that this is something that we were going 
to discuss today.  One of the things that I have been looking into is just the number of confirmed 
positive cases and what that actual number means and I’ve seen several studies which suggest 
that nearly 25% of those who contract the disease don’t present and telltale symptoms that being 
fever, cough, sore throat therefore they are not getting tested yet they are still contagious in that 
community so the number that we’re disclosing doesn’t count for those who would otherwise have 
to carry this illness. 
The second thing would be just the shortage of test kits in our area and not being able to 
adequately test you know also directly influences the actual numbers of cases that can be 
confirmed positive. I think that that can send an unclear message in the form of under reporting 
the total potential positive cases.  In a way we are kind of singling out only those that have been 
tested and showing a positive result and I think that even though I know the intent of what this 
resolution does I think it can have unintended consequences in this time and we certainly know 
with Public Health emergency being what they are they add additional stress on our communities, 
in our people and that stress leads to fear and anxiety which often times doesn’t present itself in 
a very humane way often discriminating and stigmatizing against those who we would otherwise 
treat as our neighbors.  I’ve heard some stories in and around the country I’d like to think that 
here, in Essex County in our part of the North Country that would not be what we would experience 
but you know, you just never know exactly how the public response to information.  I certainly 
respect the comments and concerns and the insight that the other supervisors have provided.  In 
weighing those facts in terms of the fact that we can’t test for everyone, the fact that there is still 
a large percentage of people that can have this disease that aren’t going to be tested and 
therefore won’t publically be disclosed I think the prudent course of action is let the health 
department continue to give positive cases on a countywide basis only and for us, the board to 
find other ways to raise awareness to our constituents that you know, we have to treat everyone 
as if they have it regardless of who they are or where they are at because everyone is susceptible 
to contracting it, carrying it and disseminating it in our communities.  Those are my thoughts. 
 
GILLILLAND: Further discussion? 
 
HOLZER:  So I’m going to support this resolution.  I think it’s imperative that we as supervisors 
have that latitude to notify our community when we do have positive cases.  I certainly respect 
Joe’s position on this as well.  We’re all in a tough spot but I’ve got to believe that every time we 
announce that there’s a positive case and we’ve been putting out the information there that we 
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don’t have enough test kits and we should be treating everyone as if they have it quite honestly, 
it’s not working.  You still have a lot of people out and about like there’s nothing wrong.  I’ve started 
wearing a face mask here in Wilmington just to get more people thinking about things.  I absolutely 
think every tool that we can use and this includes announcing when we have a positive case in 
our community helps bringing more awareness to this you know and it’s going to be up to each 
individual supervisor to whether to release it or not or is that part of this resolution? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Is it part of the resolution?  Stand by. 
 
PALMER:  Yes, that would be part of the resolution that it would be broken down by towns 
essentially where it is.  It doesn’t identify the person it identifies the town. 
 
GILLILLAND: It identifies the town. 
 
MANNING:  The resolution also just says that information will be given to the Board of Supervisors 
however we are not disseminating that are we?  Or are we leaving that to the individual towns? 
 
GILLILLAND:  The resolution doesn’t specifically say we, that Essex County would be 
disseminating that information we can amend the resolution if you want to say, that it would be 
given to the supervisor to public release as they, each supervisor would desire. 
 
MANNING:  It does say that it will be a written report given by Linda and then the county would 
give it to the Board of Supervisors so it doesn’t say that we will put anything out. 
 
GILLILLAND: Right, it doesn’t say that necessary that the county would disseminate it publically. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I agree with that I think it should be up to each individual supervisor as to how 
they want to share that information or they don’t in Moriah I’m sharing it and I have seen a 
difference since we have shared it.  I’ve had two roadside places that have closed down because 
of the crowds that were there and they were not practicing social distancing so they closed their 
doors for the time period they announced it yesterday.   
Ticonderoga, yesterday I went to Ticonderoga to Walmart.  I put on a mask and gloves and it was 
like walking through a petri dish there was so many people in there with no protection on 
whatsoever, I did not see social distancing taking place in that store so I really believe that the 
public needs to be aware that this is real and I can tell you that since we posted the two cases in 
the Town of Moriah I have seen a change in how my constituency is out and about now but again, 
I total respect Joe’s position on this and again, if we can get the information to each individual 
towns through the town supervisors then we would have to make the decision as to what we want 
to do with it. 
 
DELORIA:  Number one, I would object to leaving it with the supervisors because essentially 
that’s what’s happening now and if that’s the case then there is no reason to even move this 
resolution any further.  
This morning I sent out St. Lawrence County, our neighbors to the North indicating how many are 
in each town and that is having an effect on the communal transport between communities.  I for 
one, would not want Mr. McNally for example, to withhold how many numbers the county released 
as a whole for the county I believe this resolution represents the entire county and to break it apart 
and amend the resolution there’s no point in doing it because Linda currently is disseminating that 
information and leaving it up to this Board of Supervisors who could essentially not being 
transparent because they are running off fear that only creates hotspots within the county and 
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essentially my feeling is that knowledge doesn’t invite fear it opens up the mind of reality and I 
think that’s what we need to do with this Corona virus. This is a world pandemic rules that aren’t 
necessarily enforceable at the county such as saying what town has what number is not part of 
the personal health information and our Attorney, Dan Manning has ruled on that. So that’s 
honestly all I have to say but I would absolutely object to any change in this resolution. 
 
RAND: I would agree.  I think it should come from the county, it gives it more substance and we 
really need consistency on this.  I agree with what you just said. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I was not aware that Public Health has been providing each town supervisor with 
cases in their town.  I wasn’t aware of that. If that is the current situation I also support this 
resolution. 
 
GILLILLAND: I will say Mr. Scozzafava that it has not been consistent.  God Bless Public Health 
but as we are rolling through this we’ve also been searching for policy and protocol. 
 
MONTY:  I want to say too, I 120% agree with what Robin just said.  Last week I received probably 
a half a dozen phone calls from people who were rumor mongering and things asking me.  I have 
not received anything at all.  I’m assuming there’s no one from Lewis because I have not gotten 
a phone call that there was but there are people that are saying, this one in this town, this one in 
that town, this one in this town and my response is you don’t have the right to know that number 
one and number two that we don’t know who has what.  I don’t know what’s in Willsboro.  I don’t 
know what’s in Essex. I don’t know what’s in Westport.  A couple supervisors have shared some 
things with me but that’s between them and myself. I really think we need as a county to do what 
the other counties are doing and posting it town by town because people are going to realize this 
is more serious and say for example, I have five positives in Lewis maybe people will stay out of 
Lewis or maybe people will go to another area or just – I think they may educate themselves 
enough to realize we’ve got to stay home. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you Mr. Monty. Any further discussion? 
 
DEZALIA: I’d like to add that I feel on this one we need to stand together as a board and that 
possibly when it comes out when Linda is reporting we could do something similar in a chart that 
says, this many positives in each individual town, they are in isolation, they are in quarantine, they 
are just whatever and then they’ll have the breakdown for the whole entire county not just for their 
town. So like, Jim just said they can also be aware if they chose to travel outside of their towns 
they are going into an area that may have five or six cases.  I think we need to stand together and 
there needs to be a report coming from the Board, not each individual town. 
 
DELORIA:  Just to clarify the resolution directs the Director of Public Health to turn that information 
over to Shaun or his designee and it would be disseminated from the Office of the Chair. 
 
DEZALIA:  Yes, I agree.  That’s how I think it should be. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you. Mr. Manning would like to comment. 
 
MANNING: I just want to clarify this.  It’s my understanding from what I’ve been hearing is that 
you want a written report to be disseminated to the Chairman of the County Board of Supervisors 
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who will in turn disseminate that information to the town, what is not in here is that it will also be 
disseminated to the public and I think that’s what you guys are asking? 
 
DELORIA:  That’s correct. 
 
MANNING:  Okay so why don’t we do an amendment to this that also allows the Chairman upon 
receipt of a written report it would be the second be it further resolved, each such written report 
shall be provided to the Essex County Chairman of the Board of Supervisors or designee who will 
in turn will cause notification to be made to the entire Board of Supervisors as well as the public. 
 
DELORIA: I’ll move that. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Second by Mr. Hughes.  Discussion on the amendment? 
 
GIORDANO:  Clarification – so for Dan Manning when Linda, the Public Health Official of our 
county hands over that information to Shaun is she not responsible for upholding the laws and 
rules in HIPPA or is that something that can be easily transferred from one official to another? 
 
MANNING:  All of us, Linda, the Board of Supervisors everybody in public Government is 
responsible for complying with HIPPA laws. As I stated, this is a balancing act as to how you want 
to do it but the release of the town in my opinion is not a release of personal health information 
nor is it a release of personal identifying information in certain circumstances it could be but as 
you’re doing it now I don’t see where it would be so it’s not a technical violation of HIPPA at all 
and across the state, various counties are handling this differently some are siding with your 
argument Joe which is very good and others are siding with the argument made by Mr. DeLoria 
and others which is also very good.  So nobody is wrong here, it’s a balancing act.  To answer 
your question on HIPPA, Linda would not be violating HIPPA nor would we, she would not be 
advocating or transferring any of her duties as far as verbally to comply HIPPA. 
 
GIORDANO:  Thank you Dan. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I would just add to that one of the issues in discussions with Public Health about 
this early on was that information could be in a small town if you had enough information you 
could put together who this was so for instance if it was released that it was a couple that had 
been traveling to another state and then came home and happens to live in this particular town 
yes, the more bits of information you put out the easier it is to identify so that would be incumbent 
upon us to make sure that that kind of information doesn’t get out.  You know that basically the 
only thing we need to hear from Public Health on a daily basis positive in such and such a town 
that’s it. All the other details can be handled to the people actually handling the tracing of the 
cases. 
 
GIORDANO:  I would add that as people come up quarantined that information also needs to put 
in so don’t leave the positives lingering indefinitely right?  They need to come off of the list. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Yes, in the report that she has – 
 
DELORIA:  The positives would come off because there is going to be a running total as the 
reports come in, as the numbers change you have eight, three got let go, you’re down to five etc. 
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GILLILLAND: And I will say that Public Health has been adding that information on their report 
and those reports will be released directly to the supervisors. 
 
PALMER:  Okay before you vote on that I think you have to change the positive to 
positive/presumed because the NYS Department of Health rules have changed for Public Health 
they are now counting both positive cases which we have very few of only because we don’t have 
any tests but the second part of is that they are now providing for what is essentially presumed 
cases and we then track and quarantine people based upon presumed cases. Now there’s very 
specific things that make up that presumed case, it has to be by a medical provider that says, this 
individual is testing negative for the flu but they are showing the symptoms so we’re presuming 
that they have it so you will see the case numbers go up just like you did last week.  Last Friday 
the numbers were I don’t know seven or eight and today they are fourteen but six of those are 
presumed cases. 
 
HUGHES:  Another point to make it even though we have 38,000 people in our county we are 
very sparse we are still very connected.  I know that in Essex my community members are still 
very connected to the Willsboro community and we don’t know what’s happening in Willsboro, we 
don’t know what’s happening in Westport. I don’t know if Mr. Monty knows what’s happening in 
Elizabethtown or Mr. Merrihew knows what’s happening in Lewis because our communities are 
so each connected, even though we have geographic differences we have desire to move from 
one community to another sometimes for those essential services.  We don’t have a supermarket 
in Essex, we must go to Willsboro. I really think it’s important and I implore all of you to really think 
about this that we need to know what’s happening within the county, we need the public to know 
what’s happening in the county because it’s going to get worse before it gets better. We are going 
to have more positive numbers in our towns and we need our county to, we need the people of 
our county and people from outside of our county to know what it looks like in Essex County.  We 
can actually look at St. Lawrence county right now and know exactly what we see in every single 
one of those towns in St. Lawrence County.  Why can’t Essex County also be a leader in the 
North Country and take a bold step forward to inform the world about what is happening in our 
county.  Those are my points. Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you Mr. Hughes any further discussion? 
 
DELORIA:  Just a quick question for Dan Palmer if I may? Mr. Palmer was there a suggestion 
that we add presumptive as a separate number and when those people are cleared that number 
would then be reduced or if there a group added to that presumptive number that that would 
increase and vice-versa so we’re talking two categories with an additional amendment to the 
resolution? 
 
PALMER: Yeah, I would think so.  I think you need to do that. 
 
DELORIA:  I will move that if Mr. Manning could sort that out. 
 
GILLILLAND: So you’re amending your amendment, is that right Mr. DeLoria? 
 
DELORIA:  Yes. 
 
GILLILLAND:  The amendment is on the floor has been altered to add presumed in addition to 
confirmed.   So we need to vote on the amendment I have a mover and a seconder so a roll call 
on the amendment please.   
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GARRISON:  Resolution carries, as amended. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Now we’ll take the main resolution as amended.  Can I have a mover, Mr. Monty.  
Do I have a second, Mrs. DeZalia.  Discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes, I just want and Shaun you and I have had this discussion as with Dan 
Palmer also and I have been sharing the numbers with my community through Facebook, the 
town website but the numbers to be accurate it’s critical and just with the few that I’ve had in 
Moriah the two cases, trying to we had one test and one that was presumed and then I heard that 
the other had been tested and now I had two tested but now we’re back to one tested, one 
presumed so and I’m not putting any blame on Public Health but once these numbers are made 
public it’s critical that they are accurate. That is absolutely critical and I’ve had discussions with 
Linda Beers about having this information to the town supervisors before the information gets out 
there.  I had an incident here on Saturday that I found out about on Facebook concerning Dollar 
General so I know that Shaun is going to have this responsibility but it’s going to be a lot to 
calculate and put together and somebody is going to have to review it and make sure that 
everyone in these towns that that information is accurate especially if you’re getting into 
quarantine, if you’re getting into isolation, if you’re going to get into presumed, testing and so on 
so there’s a lot involved here and I total support it the only point I’m trying to make we have to 
make absolutely certain once we put it out there that it’s accurate. 
 
PALMER:  Okay but just so you understand that it can be accurate today or this hour and it could 
be changed a few minutes later so in other words, if you have a presumed case and that individual 
gets transported to the emergency room and they do a test then, now it becomes a positive case 
or whatever the case maybe so there’s a moving target there and there’s a lot of follow up that 
has to occur. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The point I’m trying to make that absolutely and they may have been what 
happened here and you know, at the end of the day when they compile their reports Public Health 
you just said it, in that time frame between the last report and that report a lot can change so I 
understand. 
 
GILLILLAND:  To reiterate what Mr. Palmer said, the numbers have got to be used judicially for 
instance we had as of last night’s report, we had 109 tests in Essex County which nine were 
positive so that’s actually a good news number because 109 people were all displaying symptoms 
of the virus but when you have 100 of them that are negative that’s actually a fairly good news 
story so my point is we just use the numbers carefully and be ready to interpret them with your 
constituents.  Further discussion?  Being none roll call please. 
 
MANNING: I just want to say this, I think you’re all aware of this I’m not insulting your intelligence 
I hope but on any information that you get, any type of information all you should say is that the 
number of cases, don’t refer to anybody – with respect to HIPPA, when you get this information 
all you should disclose is the number of people.  You don’t want to say age.  You don’t want to 
say whether they are married or not, their sex obviously you know not to say their names or their 
addresses but anything that might identify somebody in a small town so just stick with the number 
of cases. 
 
MONTY:  I don’t think that was ever part of the discussion was who it is.  No one wants to know 
who it is I believe we just want to know the numbers. 
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MANNING: I get it, I just wanted to let everybody know with respect to HIPPA. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you. 
 
RESOLUTION #92 – AMENDING LOCAL LAW NO. 4 OF 2019 ENTITLED, “A LOCAL LAW 
PROVIDING FOR ADDITIONAL AND RELATED DUTIES OF THE OFFICE OF ESSEX 
COUNTY CORONER” AND/OR ITS EXISTING RULES AND REGULATIONS ESTABLISHING 
PRIORITY ZONES OF OPERATION FOR EACH CORONER SUBJECT HOWEVER TO THE 
OVERRIDING PRINCIPLE OF THE CLOSEST CAR CONCEPT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2921 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Under discussion I just want to point out I do support dividing this up into different 
areas but Valentine ends up with the bulk of the population seeing as how Moriah and 
Ticonderoga are the second and third most populous towns in the county so I just wanted to point 
that out. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you Mr. Scozzafava. 
 
MONTY:  We tried to divide Tom by population which was as close as we could get it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes, I understand.  There’s not going to be any way you can divide it up so it’s 
all even because of the way we are populated but I just wanted to on record make a point of that. 
 
GILLILLAND:  If I can give everybody background on this Mr. Monty and I had a meeting, along 
with Emergency Services, Mr. Jaquish and Mr. Thwaits and with the State Police representatives 
and this is actually they were the ones, the State Police wanted this to make it easier on them on 
the State Police side to know what town they are in and who to call, whose zone it was. When we 
started to work this as an idea here in how to do it there was a lot of issues you know we’re 
geographically big, we have uneven population distribution and we also have limited routes of 
approach as it were for various towns so after much going back and forth and stuff this was kind 
of the formula that we thought was best.  Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
 
RESOLUTION #93 – REQUESTING GOVERNOR ANDREW CUOMO BEGIN TESTING ALL 
CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS, CIVILIAN STAFF AND INMATES AT ALL NEW YORK STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS FACILITIES IMMEDIATELY. 
This resolution was moved by Mrs. Winemiller, seconded by Mrs. DeZalia and adopted. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Does this include our county facilities, our county jail? 
 
PALMER:  We have correction officers. 
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GILLILLAND:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  That’s a yes then, correct? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Yes that is correct. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay, thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion?  Being none, all in favor – any nays, being none motion carries. 
 
AMENDED: 
RESOLUTION #94 – IMPLORING THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO 
RESCIND HIS EXECUTIVE ORDER WHICH DIRECTS THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO SEIZE 
AND REDISTRIBUTE ALL VENTILATORS AND PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 
(PPE) FROM PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS AND HOSPTIALS IN UPSTATE NEW YORK, ESSEX 
COUNTY AND OTHER RURAL COUNTIES THROUGHTOUT THE STATE. 
This resolution was moved by Mrs. DeZalia, seconded by Mr. Rand and adopted, as 
amended. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
DELORIA:  Shaun, I don’t believe there was ever a resolution made?  That’s what I heard from 
Stec. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Yes, I was going to discuss that Mr. DeLoria.  This resolution going forward, as you 
know the Governor made a statement I believe on Saturday that he was going to use the National 
Guard and fly and grab ventilators up to 20% from all “upstate” hospitals, etc. etc.  Our 
Congresswoman got involved on it.  I’ve had lots of discussions with her over the weekend about 
this. This is a somewhat contentious issue as everybody knows the Governor had not yet 
executed his executive order, he walked it back pretty much yesterday.  I’ve had discussions with 
Mr. Palmer this morning on it as well as Mr. Manning and about four resolutions ago my texting 
blew up with the Governor’s regional rep about the issue.  I did ask him, okay what’s the result, 
did we do this thing?  He said, when we need help, we need help.  In preference that also, did 
everybody see the report that Linda put out about the ventilators in Essex County and where they 
are and how many we have?  Okay and everybody also realizes that we have surge capability.  
Who didn’t get it? 
 
BARBER:  I didn’t get it. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Okay I’ll make sure you get that Clayton. 
So anyway at this point he has not issued this executive order.  We don’t know what it is going to 
say so, we can pass this resolution as is without an executive order or if everybody feels strongly 
enough we can also call a special meeting and pass it if it comes through and we don’t like it.  So, 
I would throw that open for discussion. 
 
HOLZER:  I would prefer to wait for the executive order and then you call a special meeting for 
us to address it because I would like to see specifically what his executive order would say 
because as you said, he’s backtracked on the events of Friday. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion? 
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MERRIHEW:  I would leave it up to the Chair if you prefer that be withdrawn I would be receptive 
to that. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion?  Thank you Mr. Merrihew. 
 
DELORIA: Shaun, I would just suggest table perhaps and then – or just leave it up to you and if 
you need to send it it’s gone.  Whatever you decide is fine with me. 
 
GILLILLAND:  So we would recommend to pass the resolution and then be held in abeyance? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I would say let’s move a resolution that we’re opposed to the plan.  You know, if 
that’s a reality then we oppose the concept of the State doing this. 
 
MANNING:  I don’t think we really know the plan yet until we see the executive order. What 
happened is – of course last Friday when the Governor at his news conference broke this 
information that’s all we have to work with now we’re finding that, Shaun has used the word 
backtracking, he’s amending apparently what he’s going to do so if you don’t know what the order 
says you may not want to pass this resolution right now. The option would be to table it and it 
could be brought up at a special meeting if it’s needed or this isn’t usually done but you could, I 
don’t know if Shaun wants all this responsibility but you could authorize Shaun, pass the resolution 
but authorize Shaun to hold and not deliver it unless he feels it’s necessary.  That’s an unusual 
mode, so either table it.  I understand the severity of this but if it turns out that he’s only going to 
take 20% of our ventilators I’m not privy to how many we have but you may want to wait on this 
that’s all. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I would be willing to hold it and release it, if you all have the trust in me to do that. 
We don’t have the plan so I don’t know what he’s going to say. We could look like monkeys if he 
completely walks this back. 
 
HOLZER:  Exactly. 
 
DELORIA:  So let Shaun keep it loaded and let him deal with it and we can basically, this resolution 
will authorize him to send a document down regarding the executive order if it goes through.  Is 
that something we can do Dan? 
 
MANNING:  It is something we can do, yes. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Do we need to amend the resolution? 
 
PALMER: Yeah I would.  I think I would amend the resolution to authorize the Chairman to 
respond based upon the potential, executive order. 
 
DELORIA:  Respond to any executive order from Cuomo attacking our medical supplies 
something to that effect? 
 
PALMER:  Yes, I think that’s the idea.  We would just at the end word it but I think you would just 
amend that resolution authorizing the Chairman of the Board to, whether it does it as a resolution 
or as a direct letter you know, I mean you have the same effect once you do that but yeah, I think 
that’s the appropriate way to go. 
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GILLILLAND:  Can I have a mover on the amendment?   
 
DELORIA: I will move that Shaun. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you, can I have a second? 
 
SUBRA:  Second. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you.  Any discussion on the amendment?  Being none, all in favor.  Okay, I 
need a mover for the motion as amended.  Ms. DeZalia, is there a second?  Mr. Rand, thank you 
very much.  Discussion on the motion as amended?  Being none, all in favor, any opposed?  
Thank you, motion carries. 
 
RESOLUTION #95 – AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION, PURSUANT TO NYS RPTL 1182, 
OF THE 1% INTEREST PENALTY ASSESSED AGAINST DELINQUENT ESSEX COUNTY 
REAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE PERIOD MAY AND JUNE 2020 FOR ALL DELINQUENT 
TAXES, FOR ALL PRIOR YEARS AND 2020, WHICH CANCELLATION SHALL EXPIRE ON 
JUNE 30, 2020, AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY TREASURER AND COUNTY CHAIRMAN 
TO DO ALL THINGS NECESSARY TO EFFECUTATE THIS TWO MONTH INTEREST 
CANCELLATION. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Tyler and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2866 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      55 votes (Hughes) 
 
 
GILLILLAND:  I would like to give the courtesy of the floor to Mr. Diskin to explain this.  I will say 
that other counties all around us have done something like this or another so in putting together 
this resolution Mike has been really involved and I give Mike the floor. 
 
DISKIN: Good morning.  This is Mike Diskin, County Treasurer.  I’ve been researching this and 
contacting other counties.  It’s kind of a mixed bag, some counties are doing it.  I’d say the majority 
of counties are doing it at this point from what I heard.  Some are doing it in a little different fashion, 
some are only doing it for one month our choice was to do it for two months. Some are cancelling 
just people that are on installments so it’s kind of a mixed bag of what they are doing but it would 
be best to cancel the interest for everyone for all years rather than just pick out 2020, which is 
what some counties are cancelling this current year.  I just thought it would be simpler and much 
more efficient to cancel penalties and interest for a sixty-day period for all the years I should say 
that would cover people that are trying to catch up their properties that might be under foreclosure. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Mike, if they are paying installments right now how will that impact this last 
installment? 
 
DISKIN:  Well, what will happen is if they don’t pay that last installment or any other installments 
to the town before April 30th it will get returned to the county as an unpaid and at that point we 
won’t add any additional interest other than what’s already been added by the town. 
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SCOZZAFAVA: Okay so this has absolutely no impact on the county installment plan for this 
current year? 
 
DISKIN:  No, we can’t impact you because it’s your collection period at this point. We can’t do 
anything until May 1st because it’s your collection period until April 30th. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay, thank you. 
 
MONTY:  Would that effect, you mentioned something about the town’s collection?  We waive 
that interest individually? 
 
DISKIN:  My short answer is no. I think by the time you got around to doing this and it’s my 
understanding and maybe Mr. Manning has a different feeling is that this 1182 applies only to the 
county and to do this I believe you would have to have a special board meeting, you would have 
to have a public hearing and all the rest of that.  I don’t know how you can accomplish all that and 
get it done.  You would be waiving interest I would assume only for which you’ve already done in 
April but I’m not aware of any way the town could do it. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND: Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
 
RESOLUTION #96 – OF APPRECIATION TO CARL RUBINO, ESQ. UPON HIS RETIREMENT 
AS ASSISTANT COUNTY ATTORNEY. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Holzer, seconded unanimously and adopted. 
 
GILLILLAND: Is that all that we have from the floor? 
 
PALMER:  I’ve got one. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Mr. Palmer has one. 
 
PALMER:  Yes, Linda asked for one that is similar to what Warren County did.  It’s essentially a 
resolution authorizing that anyone tested positive or presumed positive fall under the same 
isolation rules as somebody that tested positive.  I think it just provides that they public health has 
the authority to isolate and quarantine individuals based upon a presumed case as opposed to 
just a positive case. 
 
RESOLUTION #97 - ISSUING ISOLATION AND QUARANTINE MANDATES FOR LAB 
CONFIRMED POSITIVE, PRESUMED POSITIVE AND/OR INDIVIDUALS EXPOSED TO 
COVID-19 AS LOCAL EMERGENCY ORDER 2. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded Mrs. DeZalia and adopted. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Can you briefly explain the difference between quarantine and isolation? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Quarantine is somebody being watched to see if they develop the disease.  
Isolation is isolating somebody with the disease from the population.  Is that correct Mr. Manning? 
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MANNING:  Yes, there’s a little more isolation is somebody who actually has been tested positive 
and also Linda is showing I guess presumed positive so isolation is the most extreme although, 
everybody gets treated pretty much the same they just put you in a home and you stay there or if 
you’re sick enough to go to the hospital – 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I can’t hear you. 
 
MANNING:  Sorry about that – isolation is if you actually test positive or Linda is amending this a 
bit, if your presumed to be positive so isolation is the highest level. The second level is quarantine 
and that generally is the person who’s been in contact with someone who has been positive but 
isn’t exhibiting any symptoms maybe Asymptomatic or is exhibiting symptoms so it’s a lower lever 
and also relates to people coming in from out of the country that’s kind of over with now because 
nobody is really coming into the country but had you been coming into the country the last fourteen 
days, that would be a quarantine and then the lowest level is just a consent by somebody and 
that’s very minor circumstances that’s pretty much gone now it’s just quarantine and isolation. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So if I may continue, someone that’s in quarantine I would assume that they are 
not visited daily by Public Health where somebody in isolation would be? 
 
MANNING: I believe, yes, quarantines are visited and so are isolations. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: They are? So I guess back to my original question, so if you’re quarantine 
obviously you shouldn’t be leaving your house I would assume? 
 
MANNING:  Right. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  If you’re in isolation does that mean I’m locked up in a room within that house? 
 
PALMER:  No, it means you can’t leave at all. 
 
MANNING:  Both of them you’re in your house, both of those you are to stay in your home.  You 
know, I’m used to like, when I used to watch t.v. as a kid and you’d see quarantined everybody 
gets locked up in a house that doesn’t happen.  I mean if we have somebody that’s like Typhoid 
Mary then that’s going to be a different story, that person is going to be constantly monitored but 
there’s no real differences as to how they handle quarantine and isolation they are told to stay in 
their house but they are monitored, isolated people are monitored more heavily than the 
quarantined people. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay that answers my question. 
 
PALMER: I think the isolation people you have to actually see them, they’ll actually drive by and 
ask to see them in the window or something like that.  The quarantine ones my understanding is 
they can call them and say, look are you home and that kind of thing so there’s a little distinction 
there.  Isolation, they are actually going to verify that you’re still in that home. Quarantine they are 
going to call and say, are you still staying home. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Correct. Okay, thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion?  Being none, all in favor, any opposed – motion carries.  Is 
there anything to come from the floor? 
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RAND: I have one thing maybe it’s not the appropriate time but I was just a little disturbed by the 
nursing home order to take Covid patients and I just wanted to put that out there for discussion. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Which nursing home are you referring to? 
 
RAND:  It was in the paper the Enterprise over the weekend.  Nursing homes are ordered to take 
Covid patients.  It just seems like a really dangerous move to me because you already have got 
a lot of older people in the home.  Did anybody see that? 
 
GILLILLAND: I have heard something about that.  I also have had discussions with the Governor’s 
office on a daily call with all the counties and the regional counties and stuff.  What is going on 
with that is an elderly person is tested positive for Covid and is in the hospital but is not sick 
enough to remain in the hospital they have no place to put them so – 
 
RAND:  The nursing homes to date have been taking extreme measures to keep out Covid-19. 
 
GILLILLAND:  No, they don’t have to accept somebody that is not a resident but if a person is in, 
this is the way I understand it, it was explained to me if somebody who is a resident of a nursing 
home goes and gets tested at the hospital but doesn’t reach the point where they have to be 
continually hospitalized then they want to free up the bed by returning the resident to the nursing 
home and have the resident isolated at the nursing home.  So equivalent, if you or I were positive 
we would be sent home until if it became necessary to be hospitalized they are looking at it at a 
State wide point of view of keeping, this is a funny way to say this but healthy Covid infected 
people out of the hospitals and taking up a hospital bed.  That’s the way it was explained to me. 
 
RAND:  They are basically taking new residents diagnosed with the virus and ordering the nursing 
homes to take them. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Okay I can pursue that with the State and find out what’s going on.  My 
understanding was that that was not the case it was returning residents to their residence but I 
will chase that down Jay and get back to you. 
 
RAND: Thank you. 
 
DELORIA:  Shaun, I just emailed that article to everybody.  It was in the Press Republican. 
 
GILLILLAND: Okay, thank you Robin.  Did it say they are forced to take new residents that are 
infected? 
 
DELORIA:  You might want to read that because I think it might be a misinterpretation that may 
not deny readmission or admission. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Okay I will bring that up in today’s call. 
 
RAND:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  If there’s nothing else from the floor right now just a couple of things I want to bring 
up. The first one is I did get a call and Dan Palmer has had a discussion with Linda Beers 
concerning and I had a discussion about what happens when you have emergency work in a 
house on somebody who is under quarantine or isolation?  So if a plumber has to go in and fix 



Regular Board Meeting 
Monday, April 6, 2020  22 
 
the heating system or sanitary system or electricians or carpenters for emergency work those 
kinds of things how do we protect them?  I did have this discussion with Linda today and 
essentially they said to, for the person doing the repairs to wear a mask and gloves those kind of 
things and it was perfectly okay she said that the technician can ask the residents to be out of the 
house like go in the back yard while any work is being done in the house which lowers the chances 
of infection because it’s aerosol from just the breathing and additional I did ask Linda on the 
people who are doing the tracing or checking on the isolation that people in insolation or 
quarantine be told that if there is an emergency or something like that they need to work on they 
need to tell the plumber, the electrician, the carpenter, etc. that they are in quarantine or isolation 
so I hope that maybe that will allay some fears of the people in that industry. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Shaun, I’m glad you pointed that out because as you know I am an electrical 
contractor and I actually received a letter from the Electrical Contractors Association last week 
that we are only supposed to be doing emergency work only, in other words if there is an 
emergency call we can respond but we follow the guidelines that you just laid out so I’m glad that 
you pointed that out in public because there’s a lot of contractors within Essex County. 
 
GILLILLAND:  That is correct.  There is one other issue too that I need to discuss with the board 
and that has to do with the hiker buses issue.  As many of you know I got a call from Basil Seggos 
before the budget was passed he said he gave me his word that no matter what DEC would pay 
for the buses whether it was in the budget or not.  I thanked him for it before I could even talk to 
him about the solid waste money he had to run off to call the Governor subsequent to that the 
budget did pass in the Legislature and the $1.2 million for the buses is there as well as the 
$300,000 for our solid waste and also Hamilton County needs to thank us, $150,000 for Hamilton 
County. So the State has come through in the budget so far what we have demanded to move 
forward with that program.  You passed a resolution I think on the opening day of this year allowing 
us, the County Manager and the Chairman to proceed with the purchase of the buses contingent 
upon the financing was available in the budget so at this time I’m going to ask Mr. Palmer to go 
ahead and resubmit the mini bid for the buses. We do know that there’s three available on the lot.  
One to be spec build and that will go 1 June.  So unless anybody has some significant issues with 
that we have to take it to a vote, that’s our intention.   
Alright, thank you very much is there anything else that we need to come up with today? 
 
HUGHES:  Mr. Gillilland I just have a very quick question about construction if I may?   
 
GILLILLAND:  Yes sir. Please go ahead. 
 
HUGHES: I apologize I don’t want to delay this.  I’ve had construction workers in Essex ask me 
about non-essential construction work if they work by themselves.  My understanding is it’s 
allowed but there’s been some confusion about that and I don’t know if there is any additional 
language that can be shared with all of us incase other people have been experiencing this issue?  
I’ve tried to explain it relating to essential, non-essential and 100% reduction but apparently I 
haven’t done a good job communicating. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Yes, Mr. Manning and Mr. Palmer here what I’ve read and I think what everybody 
has read is as long as it’s only one person on the job site it’s allowed. 
 
HUGHES:  That’s how I understood it too. 
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GILLILLAND:  And of course as soon as I told that to my construction people they said, well, what 
if you have a dump truck pull up and they want to put a load in the dump truck?  My answer and 
now we’re back to local interpretation, my answer is if the guy doesn’t get out of the truck, then 
it’s technically a one man on the job site as it were so there is going to have to be some smart 
interpretation there. 
 
HUGHES:  Okay, thank you for that guidance. 
 
MONTY:  We’ve had that conversation pertaining to the number of people that are going into Tops 
in Elizabethtown something that you and I had that conversation ourselves. 
 
GILLILLAND: I will inform everybody I guess right now. Thank you for bringing that up.  Last week 
we were asked for cell phone numbers for the County Attorney, the Sheriff and the Chairman 
which I passed to the Attorney General’s Office and then they came back and they appointed the 
three of us as the enforcement team for executive orders.  So we got an email yesterday I believe 
from the Attorney General’s Office and they have a 1-800 number out there which I will share as 
soon as I figure all this out with everybody where people can call in violations to the State and 
they are going to send us I think on a daily basis that list of violations when I got it yesterday I 
think there were two on there that didn’t have a lot of explanation.  Dan Manning has got a call in 
to get some further explanation on this issue and I did discuss with Dan this morning about the 
Tops issue so as we figure out exactly how this program works and what the enforcement teams’ 
authorities are that will be the first one we’ll go and deal with. 
 
MONTY:  Okay that’s great because there was a tremendous amount of traffic in the store, the 
parking lot at Tops was full.  Kinney’s parking lot was full because there was no place for them to 
park at Tops.  There had to be, I didn’t go in but I sat out there and watched and there were 
multiple people coming out getting into the same vehicles.  With the number of cars there I had 
actually estimated there was close to 100 people in Tops in Elizabethtown. 
 
GILLILLAND: I pulled in this morning.  I was the only guy who parked out in front, I looked over at 
9 o’clock this morning and the parking lot was ¾ full. 
 
MONTY:  Yes. 
 
MANNING:  Shaun is correct. This is all part of the new program from the Governor, New York 
PAUSE and it provides a mechanism where we can call down to Albany, they receive complaints 
and we can make complaints.  They say have investigators and people who are going to be 
experts in this area but I’m sure they are going to be learning on the fly.  It relates to non-essential 
gatherings if there’s violations to that part of the executive order or the non-essential employees 
that are working out there principally we’re getting a lot of construction complaints.  I’ve spoken 
on the phone to one of the representatives he was a middle management guy so he’s going to 
get me their counsel.  I sent out some stuff last week.  I’ll send you guys out a memo. We are 
going to be the enforcing agents which is still – I think the State is passing the buck but we’ll do 
it. They say we can enforce it under the public health law but it’s littered with stuff that says the 
Commissioner of Public Health, the State will get the money I don’t know how we’re going to do 
that but we’ll do it.  We can use licensing and code enforcement violations.  I sent out a sample, 
notice of violation.  The first thing we’re going to do with everybody is warn them and hopefully, 
most of the people will heed the warnings if they don’t we’ll go a step further so it’s all influx right 
now I don’t think the State knows what they are doing not a disparaging comment on the state.  
I’m actually going to be speaking to the head counsel on this program later today.  And Shaun 
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has spoken to me about Tops. Tops might be very difficult situation and I’ll tell you why they are 
an essential employer and an essential business and people will say, well, they are not social 
distancing, social distance isn’t in the executive order and it isn’t a law or anything as far as I know 
it is just a suggestion but that is my main question with this guy to see how we can deal with it. 
When I told the middle manager guy he’s like well, I don’t know.  I said, well something needs to 
be done we’ll speak to counsel about it. 
 
GILLILLAND: So, we’re working on it. 
 
WILSON: I just have a question about enforcement.  I keep hearing rumors from different 
contractors who asked me has there been any fines or any enforcement action taken against 
contractors in Essex County so far? 
 
GILLILLAND:  As far as I know there hasn’t been but this program just started up that Dan was 
alluding to is going to start, will probably start flinging fines. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  If I may, speaking as a contractor the issue with all these orders that have come 
down is who is going to enforce them?  Who’s going to go out there and write these people up I 
mean, we don’t have the resources to do it.  We absolutely do not have the resources in Moriah 
to do it.  I think most contractors are under the understanding that they are supposed to be doing 
emergency work only instead of working on their own so I mean it’s easy to put all those orders 
out there and they say, well it’s going to be up to the town to enforce them well that’s great if you 
have the resources to do the enforcing and I can tell you right up from that I don’t, we don’t have 
it here. 
The other concern that I’m hearing, I have a number of people that work construction outside the 
area for bigger construction companies and I know that they are having some of their employees 
working down state and then they come home on weekends so that’s also a concern as to – they 
are calling me saying well, gee are we supposed to be down there working are we supposed to 
be laying pavement down near Newburgh or this or that so that’s another question that I’m trying 
to get some answers on. 
 
DELORIA:  Yes, just to add to this naturally everybody knows Newcomb has the salt shed being 
constructed and we ran this whole topic by our town attorney and essentially how it boiled out and 
I can send a copy of the letter that I sent the contractor regarding his ability to go onto the ESD 
website and request a designation as being an essential business describing exactly what they 
are doing and why they feel they would like to continue with the work and we felt that once they 
got the approval from ESD and we had that in hand then we would go through with the project so 
if someone would like to have that information I’ll send it to you anyway and do what you will with 
it but there is a form online from ESD for contractors to fill out. 
 
GILLILLAND:  That is correct.  It’s also there with all the list of what is essential and what is not 
essentially on that ESD website. 
 
DELORIA: Absolutely. 
 
MANNING:  Contractors can work for essentially, if you’re working on an essential job then you 
as a contractor can work on it, a whole bunch of contractors like a Government project or a 
hospital or an essential business and even support for those contractors if it’s an essential 
business and they are general non-essential can do it. 
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GILLILLAND: Last week I saw thirty NYSEG workers replace a telephone pole.  I’ve never seen 
it take thirty workers before but last week it seemed to be the number it needed.  Anything further?  
Thank you very much.  12:13 we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this regular board meeting it was 
adjourned at 12:13 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


