
REGULAR BOARD 
Monday, July 6, 2020 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

Chairman Gillilland called this Regular Board meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. with the following 
supervisors in attendance: Clayton Barber, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, Joe Giordano, 
Charles Harrington, Roy Holzer, Ken Hughes, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, Jim Monty, Jay 
Rand, Tom Scozzafava, Jeffrey Subra, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson and Davina Winemiller. 
Robin DeLoria and Archie Depo were previously excused. 
 
Department heads present were:  Michael Diskin, James Dougan, Judy Garrison, Daniel Palmer, 
David Reynolds, Dan Manning and Heather Sheehan.  
 
News media:  Sun News – Tim Rowland 
 
Also present:  Assemblyman Dan Stec, Deb Capezzuti, Jonathan Carman and Congresswoman 
Elise Stefanik (remotely) 
 
Deputies present:  Dan Tedford 
 
 
GILLILLAND:  It’s 10 a.m. we’ll call the meeting of the Board of Supervisors to order.  If you would 
join me with the salute to the flag, please.  We’ll start with the roll call please.  Congresswoman 
Elise Stefanik is going to be joining us from DC if this works via GoToMeeting and Mr. Hughes 
has graciously going to administer that show for us and then we have Assemblyman Dan Stec to 
give us an update from Albany thank you very much for coming.  So Ken do you want to start with 
this and see if it works. 
 
CONGRESSWOMAN ELISE STEFANIK:  Shaun do you just want me to get started or how would 
you like to run this? 
 
GILLILLAND:  So right now Congresswoman we’ve got you on the big screen so just go ahead 
and if we have any questions we’ll either have them come up and talk or we will relay them to 
you. 
 
CONGRESSWOMAN STEFANIK:  Great.  Well thank you so much everyone for the opportunity 
to provide an update to the Essex County Board of Supervisors.  Happy Birthday to Shaun.  I 
know you have a birthday today so I hope you have a fun celebration this evening and I see some 
familiar faces behind those masks so it’s great to see everyone. 
We’ve been working hand in glove with Essex County as well as all the counties across the entire 
21st congressional district.  I just want to commend Essex County for the job they have done at 
the start of this crisis and where they are today in dealing with all the issues, getting the 
information out there. I also want to thank our law enforcement I think I saw Sheriff Reynolds in 
the room and his work at this time and the entire law enforcement team in terms of answering 
folks questions and also making sure we continue to have a safe and prosperous and healthy 
county.   
There are a couple county issues that I wanted to highlight.  Number one, I know funding to the 
counties is the top priority from a fiscal perspective.  We are working on negotiating an additional 
Covid package in line to be brought up this month.  I am the co-author of what’s called the Smart 
Act that’s $500 billion dollars’ direct aid to State and local governments.  What is really important 
about this legislation is that it doesn’t have a population cutoff so previous rounds of Covid aid 
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that passed were focused on urban centers and cities.  We need to make sure that rural 
communities no matter what size the town, city or municipality or county in fact gets those Federal 
funds because one, we have not been one of the “hot spots” when compared to other parts of 
New York State it is critically important that we get the economic relief that we need because of 
the Pause on New York. 
Another issue I wanted to highlight is the Act Map dollars.  These are Federal dollars that were 
allocated and passed by Congress but unfortunately were held up by New York State.  I led the      
effort in really urging the Governor to release those funds as soon as possible to the counties to 
help us work through some of these difficult challenges.  My understand is that those funds have 
been released and that is significant in terms of as you’re thinking about the county budget.   
In addition, hospitals and schools provided regularly North Country hospitals and community 
health centers have been a health care life line practically to our communities to date I have been 
able to deliver $150 million dollars directly to hospitals that includes Etown Hospital, that includes 
CVPH, that includes Glens Falls Hospital those main hospitals where constituents of Essex 
County goes to as well as Hudson Headwaters have received direct Federal funds that has been 
extremely important to make sure our hospitals are able to keep their workforce and it also 
recognizes the importance of rural  health care and the quality of life as we continue to make sure 
that we have the best rural health care. 
The prison issue has also been uniquely challenging for Essex and Franklin county particularly 
the Federal facility at Ray Brook from the start of this crisis we have worked with the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons specifically FCI Ray Brook to really break down some of the communication 
barriers that existed to make sure that the county public health offices from both Essex and 
Franklin county were able to access the information within the prison system and up until the last 
two weeks that has been a priority making sure that Linda Beers was able to get the information 
that she needs from FCI Ray Brook. That took a number of calls working with the Attorney General 
and the Federal Bureau of Prisons as well as ward at FCI Ray Brook.  We’re going to continue 
making sure there is a clear communication as possible also insuring that our Federal Correctional 
Officers and the State correction officers has access to PPE as well as coverage for time that 
they are not able to attend work from either quarantining or if they are positive Covid cases.   
Additionally, the Northern border, that is a top priority for this region having some sort of certainty 
and timeline when the opening of the Northern border.  The challenge with the Northern border is 
not something just the US to decide the Canadians have to go along with that decision it would 
have to be a bilateral agreement.  Obviously the impact of the Northern border on our economy 
is significant whether it’s homeowners who are Canadians or locals on the US side or my 
constituents who have homes on the Canadian side as well as the tourism impact particularly at 
the high season right now.  I am co-chair of the Northern border caucus and we and my 
Democratic colleagues also from the New York delegation have built a coalition of 29 members 
of Congress parties all along the Northern border both the US and the Canadians to have a plan 
that is comprehensive, that is bilateral and provides certainty for our business community and our 
communities that work alongside the border.  There is a particular issue with some of the 
recreational boating we’ve been getting calls from boaters where it’s not receptacle right now the 
US has been flexible in welcoming Canadian boaters not so much on the Canadian side so those 
conversations are ongoing with Canadian leadership and we are going to continue being a drum 
on this very important issue because of the overall impact.  This has been for the past few months 
everyone has done a tremendous job working as a team from the Federal, State and Local level. 
I see Dan Stec there we have been in daily contact Betty Little as well just addressing these 
issues. 
Stimulus payments – we continue to track down stimulus checks which is part of the Federal relief 
package so if you have constituents or neighbors, friends, family that have not received those 
stimulus checks please have them reach out to our office we are working through those cases as 
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well as small businesses.  So the small business administration had the largest economic relief 
package that we passed in our nation’s history the paycheck protection program and although 
there were challenges in the additional roll out it was a tremendous achievement to get that 
amount of money out the door to the small business.  I worked with the Department of Treasury 
to update the guidance to insure that the paycheck protection program works for tourist based 
businesses that we talked in certain with a number of the Chambers whether it was ROOST in 
Lake Placid, whether it was Ticonderoga Chamber or Adirondack North Country Chamber in the 
eligibility issue as it was initially ruled out many of our tourist based businesses would not have 
been eligible or they would not have been eligible for was that perspective of the economic impact. 
We worked with the Treasury importantly they took our language so we made that language to fit 
the Adirondacks to make sure this program was workable.  There are still funds available.  We 
would encourage small businesses to apply for those funds and we are happy to note that our 
legislators in the North Country, our local bank and credit union have done a tremendous job in 
provided that fiscal service to the small business community. 
Moving forward I’ve advocated for a safe and sensible and swift reopening of the economy.  Many 
of our businesses have been very pro-active in putting into place Covid operations and 
modernizing how they do business whether it’s our retail shops with pick up or whether it’s our 
restaurants with dinning outdoors in addition, our tourist based businesses have been very 
creative in terms of how they’ve updated their operations.  Even this past weekend on the 4th of 
July I participated in which is really not the traditional 4th of July parade, where typically we walk 
in the parade instead we stayed in a stationary spot and people in the community could drive 
through in their cars where they were to be safe and socially distance and there were hundreds 
and hundreds of cars respectively that drove through so people are really pro-active and creative. 
As we head toward the fall another key question is making sure there is a plan for kids to safely 
get back to school, kids, teachers and parents.  I know this has been an extreme challenge on 
our teachers who are teaching online but also on our parents who have had to juggle either 
working from home or if they were an essential worker going back to work and then having 
questions regarding child care because they are typically dependent upon the school day as a 
form of child care so we are working through those issues.  The State colleges and universities 
throughout my district have received Federal aid that I voted in support of but they also are 
grabbling with what the right model is and there is some conversations on online and diverse 
learning. 
That is an update on all sorts of issues.  I’m happy to answer any questions that folks may have, 
just feel free.  If you could just say who is asking the questions that would be helpful because I 
can’t recognize everybody behind the mask. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Questions, anybody? 
 
HUGHES:  Jay Rand from North Elba, “If small businesses want to apply what is the best way to 
apply for help?” 
 
CONGRESSWOMAN STEFANIK:  They can contact my Plattsburgh Office; Jonathan Carman is 
the Regional Director but most importantly if they want to apply for the Paycheck Protection 
Program they best way to do that is through your local bank.  So your local bank or credit union 
whoever you have and finance with and do your banking with the vast majority of the community 
banks across the district have issued these Paycheck Protection Loans and I would encourage 
them to have a conversation with their bank and of course they can always contact my Plattsburgh 
Office. 
 
RAND: Thank you. 
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HUGHES:  Shaun Gillilland would like to know, “what is the future of the Federal unemployment, 
the $600.00 per month?” 
 
CONGRESSWOMAN STEFANIK:  Yes, good question.  So the $600.00 Federal unemployment 
that was funded by Federal Government and that augmented a State unemployment system.  The 
initial $600.00 I believe was an important economic safety net at the height of this crisis however, 
one of the unintended consequences we are hearing from a lot of our business community is that 
there is a disincentive for folks to get back to work particularly for some of these seasonal jobs 
because they that additional $600.00 they are making more there than not.  In one of the bills my 
colleagues across the aisle want to extend that through the end of the year.  I don’t support that.  
I believe we need to get people back to work.  I want to look at back to work bonuses as an 
incentive to flip that so the incentive is not to stay out of work but to get them back to work but for 
a lot of small businesses this has been a real challenging issue as they are trying to hire back 
people and they struggle to do so.  This is also tied to one of the challenges and I know Dan has 
worked through this at the State level the backlog of getting the unemployment from the State 
was really at a crisis level and I know our State electors were very much inundated my office got 
the calls as well and we referred them to Betty or Dan’s office so again, right now that expires the 
end of July and I believe we should have a handle on the backlog and this is an extension of the 
employee’s unemployment insurance. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you.  Any other questions for the Congresswoman? 
 
HUGHES:  Davina Winemiller, St. Armand has a question of, “because of the Covid pandemic 
will there be a push at the Federal level to bring PPE and medication manufacturing back to the 
United States?”  
 
CONGRESSWOMAN STEFANIK:  It’s a great question Davina.  We need to have a company 
that’s in plan to bring back manufacturing not only to the United States but to my perspective 
North America because we would be much better off working with our mainland colleagues on 
supply chain rather than be hopefully dependent on China.  This crisis has highlighted that 
whether it’s PPE, whether it’s ventilators, whether it’s testing capacity, whether it’s the chemicals 
used in the labs to complete testing specimens we are overly relying on China and need to ensure 
that we have the funds for Americans and also an American manufacturing base.  We need to 
work on that and I think in the trade negotiations with China I think it is really important that they 
do have a level playing field and our manufacturing capacity is able to maintain the US and North 
America.  I also have a very concern at the quality of these imports.  You all probably read in the 
papers that many ventilators in particularly imported from China were not up to standards and we 
need to make sure that protective quality is at its best and a domestic manufacturing base the 
same goes for pharmaceuticals and lifesaving drugs this also shines a spot light on how the 
importance of every day ibuprofen, 90% of Ibuprofen is made in China.  That should not be the 
case.  We need to make sure that we have a secure supply chain so we’re not dependent on 
China or any other country in the world during a crisis like this. 
 
HUGHES:  Jim Monty from the Town of Lewis has a question about, Broadband expansion and 
the ability to get to people who need it during Covid-19. 
 
CONGRESSWOMAN STEFANIK:  Absolutely Jim thanks for the question.  This crisis also 
violated the digital divide and how extreme it is based on conversations with School 
Superintendents across the district and teachers I have many school districts have upwards of up 
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to 50% of the homes of students do not have access to Broadband.  I have seen examples of 
seniors who need to access lifesaving whether it is their telehealth appointments or whether it’s 
just indication of their loved ones particularly if they are isolated at their homes they struggle from 
the lack of Broadband too.  When you have increased Broadband, I have a map that I currently 
refer to from 2014, when I was first elected to today we have made improvements but need to do 
more work.  At the Federal level the FCC, I’ve had conversations with the Chair of the FCC, Ajit 
Pai making sure that New York State is eligible for some of the Broadband funds.  One of the 
challenges we have at the State level is as you know in Essex County with some of the mapping 
issues satellite coverage with Hughesnet which in my perspective is not acceptable coverage, not 
accessible access that still, according to the map provides coverage.  We need to make sure the 
map really reflects quality and not satellite which is not acceptable for providing access for rural 
Broadband so the results are very much tied into this making sure that we have access to cell 
coverage.  One way we’ve been able to field that infrastructure is through the Northern Border 
Regional Commission grant where some have gone to selling their towers in other parts of the 
business so we need continue to continue doing that.  In the past few years ago ultimately we 
created funds for that last mile of Broadband and I think also it proves the point I don’t know if I 
sat out there with four Internet connections on my screen so it highlights the need for it for sure. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND: Any more questions?  Thank you Congresswoman.  That is all the questions.  We 
really appreciate you coming and highlighting the Federal issues for us and we also very much 
appreciate the access we have to you and your staff.  Thank you so much and thank you for the 
birthday greetings. 
 
CONGRESSWOMAN STEFANIK:  Thanks Shaun and thank you everybody from Essex County.  
I know I’ve spoken with most of you on the phone but I’m only a phone call away or text.  I’m 
always available and you know you can always reach out to my office or to me directly.  We are 
here to serve the constituents all across this district and help work through any issue no matter 
how small or how significant.  So don’t hesitate to reach out and I hope everyone had a wonderful 
4th of July weekend. Thank you again for the opportunity. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you.  We are honored to have here Assemblyman Dan Stec.  Thanks for 
coming Dan. 
 
ASSEMBLYMAN DAN STEC:  Good morning everyone.  Shaun Happy Birthday.  38 or 39? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Only 39, four or five times. 
 
ASSEMBLYMAN STEC:  I hope everyone had a good Independence Day.  I spent a fair amount 
of my Independence Day in North Hudson and Moriah with Matt Simpson we did Moriah 
Challenge because I needed to get out of the house and get some darn exercise and drop that 
excess weight I put on during the covid-19 and Tom has been bugging me forever, “have you 
climbed Cheney Mountain yet?”  “You’ve got to climb Cheney Mountain” I’ve got to tell you; Big 
Hollow is impressive.  That’s a big hole in the ground and you see where the vultures, just catching 
the thermals there it’s really, if you’ve never been there so I finally got there Tom going on eight 
years in the Assembly to get there but I was there so that was my July 4th morning. 
It’s a strange world that we’re living in.  I’ve got to tell you I’m delighted to be here, I really am.  I 
missed you guys.  I’ve missed being in stuff like this.  This has certainly got us all off our game, 
all off our norms and people that do what we do is a big part of everything it’s just coming in 
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contact with the people that we work for and each other our colleagues so it’s great to be here 
today to see everybody. 
I’ll back up some of what our Congresswoman said.  I think Essex County has done a remarkable 
job dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic, social distancing, the messaging appropriate level of 
concern striving to try and get that balance between the concerns and the economic realities.  I 
think you guys as a whole did a good job.  I know that’s just not the board’s group but that’s our 
first responders, our Sheriff’s Office, our Public Health all your employees have been wonderful 
and my staff and I have been in contact with a lot of your staff in your towns but mostly here in 
the county the last three months.  They are great to work with, ask great questions.  Hopefully we 
give reasonable answers in that repore but I want to extend from my staff and myself my 
appreciation for everything you guys have done. 
The Congresswoman referred to her partnership with my office and Senator Little’s office 
throughout this and yes, when people need help they call any number they can find and obviously 
unemployment questions are not Federal questions they need to come our way so her staff was 
great at throwing things our way that we needed to catch and likewise people ask about small 
business loans, payroll protection and stuff like that we would go back and forth so I hope but I 
believe communication between her office and our office was good too. She’s absolutely right 
April, May we were getting fifty calls a day on unemployment and the system was overwhelmed.  
The system was never designed to handle that kind of volume and they are doing the best that 
they could.  It’s frustrating to be the person on the other end of that line calling your Government 
for help.  You expect help to be there and that’s the reasonable expectation. I think most people 
got it but even if you get it if you’re out of money and you’ve got to feed your kids you’re looking 
for any lifeline you can get.  But I’ve got to tell you all of our constituents were very good, very 
patient given the circumstances, they were frustrated but unless my staff was protecting me and 
not telling me all the nitty gritty sounds like the vast majority of the people were rolling with it and 
patient persistent when they needed to be but thankfully I think that that wave is behind us now.  
I would say the last three or four weeks the calls on unemployment now to me steady through all 
this have been calls from businesses what are the rules, what can we do?  And again, the State 
is trying to build an airplane while we fly it again, you’ve got a million things going on at once you 
know it’s not going to be done perfectly, you learn from it, criticize not for the sake of criticism but 
for the sake of fixing it and moving forward so that it works better. 
Now you see what’s going in the rest of the country, this is real, it’s dangerous and it hasn’t gone 
away.  We may have clamped it down here in New York State in particular we’ve did a really good 
job generally in the North Country never letting it get out of hand and so that’s a good thing again 
and the best of everyone’s efforts but we’re not out of the woods yet and again, we’ve got to 
continue to struggle to find that balance that businesses are looking to reopen these are not 
gigantic you know Fortune 500, big box stores these are people that are paying the taxes and 
paying for all the services that the county provides everybody and it takes the economic reality 
takes funding, takes a functioning economy to do that. 
We’re in the height of our travel season in the North Country so this is where we’re making the 
hay, this is where the pressure comes unless you’re a crazy hiker like me you’re not coming up 
here to hike in February but you’re coming to hike here in June, July and August and boat and 
bike ride and vacation with your family so I understand the pressures that you’re under and we’ve 
been trying to be supportive as we can but I want to give you guys a chance to ask me any 
questions I think the biggest question I’ve got here is certainly State aid, budget.  This is the first 
I had a chance to talk to you guys since we’ve adopted the budget in early April and again, I didn’t 
like what we did.  I understand why it was done that way but it’s an awful blank check to write the 
Executive and give him the power within the budget to make cuts after the budget but that’s where 
we’re at and his budget director has a few different windows that we’re finding in the budget bills 
that allow them, the Executive to go just change what State aid is going to be including obviously 



Regular Board 
Monday, July 6, 2020  7 
 
your funding but the bigger numbers are on the school side of the equation what’s going on with 
our schools.  We were told early on 20% to 50% cut in State aid a lot of that is going to hinge on 
what happens with the Federal Government funding coming through and pushing that between 
and in our State and some of the high tax states we have structural full hearty spending practices 
early on and so therefore now you’re the grasshopper and you’re being asked to bail somebody 
out that could have helped themselves earlier on. No one saw this coming in the country.  On the 
other hand you’ve got the argument hey, we pay more into this state and to the Federal 
Government than the Federal Government gives back so there’s two posing arguments that are 
being made in Washington on this and a lot of politics in a Presidential year so I’m relieved that 
Elise said that they are still working on the rumors I keep hearing all along that sometime in July 
this will shift one way or another what does that mean to the counties, what does that mean to 
our school districts?  It remains to be seen but I know that from a State perspective these cuts 
haven’t been announced yet in State aid because they’re holding out that there is going to be 
Federal dollars coming through so we should have hopefully a better idea in the next three or four 
weeks on that but to me if I was in your seats and I used to be not here but a little further south 
but you know trying to put together a municipal budget, trying to put together a town and county 
budget that question mark again on schools.  I thought it was awful that our schools found 
themselves in a position where they were putting out to the voter a budget that everyone knew 
wasn’t real.  It was this is the budget, assuming we get our State aid and we may get that State 
aid depending on the Federal action that’s coming this month.  So to use a nautical term I know 
your Chairman would appreciation, ‘brace for impact’ so we are going to standby for heavy rolls 
as the ship comes about.  We’ve got some significant decisions that are going to be made in 
Washington that are going to impact your work here on the next year’s budget and certainly the 
school’s funding.  I think that is the biggest question mark.  That and obviously re-opening and 
what their correct case is.   
The last thing I’ll say I promise before I will take some questions is you know the budgeted 
Governor and his office had a lot of authority with the financial end of things but also around the 
same time we passed a bill that changed the definition of emergency powers to add among other 
things that were already in there I mean volcanoes were in the existing law but disease outbreaks 
weren’t so we added disease outbreaks to the list of conditions that the Governor could institute 
in emergency order which he and so we passed that there was some debate at the time you know 
there is always that pushback because the Legislative branch wanted to give how much authority 
to the Executive branch and that’s not an individual concern or a red and blue concern, that’s a 
philosophical 200 year old debate okay, how much authority do we want the Executive to have?  
But I think most people would agree and I certainly do at the time and I still do at the time you 
know that if you’ve got an emergency situation and it has to be fluid and you need rapid decisions 
and there’s a certain, appropriate level of authority so we voted to give the Governor that authority.  
I think a lot of people would argue a lot of us are arguing now that we are three months after that 
it’s still serious, it’s still an emergency but the urgent nature of it a lot of the decisions being made 
now don’t need to be made within hours, within days.  We have been convening the Legislature 
remotely certainly we will continue to do that if need be.  We did the other day in the wake of 
George Floyd’s death so you know, we’ve proven that if there is an urgent situation then we would 
go in and pass legislation quickly but I don’t think we need executive orders now to change 
election law in November.  We’ve got plenty of time for the legislature to be a partner, and a co-
equal branch of Government so we’ll see, do I expect that to change in the next four months no 
but I think we need to be mindful that the nature of our Government is supposed to be set up with 
a system of checks and balances and if it’s not truly an emergency or we need a decision made 
tomorrow then the legislature I think needs to be involved.  Imagine yourselves if all of a sudden 
Shaun had unilateral authority. Now Shaun’s a great guy too, heart of gold, it’s his birthday we 
have to be nice to him today but that is the system that we’re in.  We are elected by your 
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constituents to allow this or to encourage so that’s where I think we’re all coming from so in the 
meantime we’re going to keep working within the rules as they are, we are going to change the 
rules that we can but we need to continue to respect the masks, the hand sanitizing, the social 
distancing and all those things again, I will close in saying I think you guys have done a great job 
in Essex County.  Any questions for me? 
 
MANNING: I have a question Dan along these lines of the executive order as you know States of 
Emergency declared by the County have a penalty contained in the actually legislation.   It’s a 
misdemeanor to violate any terms or conditions in a State of Emergency.  Has the legislature 
given any thought to with the respect of the Governor’s ability to issue executive orders under a 
State of Emergency whether it’s going to be a penalty in there because what he gives us, his 
enforcement mechanisms are pretty shaky. 
 
ASSEMEBLYMAN STEC:  The short answer is no.  I don’t know if individual offices have 
discussed over coffee but as far as I have seen in the pipeline that would do that no.  I circle back 
too one of the suggested changes that we had my conference down in Albany was to require that 
the Governor make the State of Emergency declaration county by county and I think there was 
some misunderstanding amongst some people around here so what was exactly meant was how 
that worked.  It wasn’t suggested that the county’s each do their own thing and that the Governor 
couldn’t have a statewide State of Emergency but the new process there instead of one signature 
on one document that said, I’m declaring a State of Emergency throughout the State the Governor 
would be saying, I am declaring a State of Emergency in Essex County, in Warren County, in 
Franklin County, in Hamilton County, in Clinton County and then that would allow individual 
counties have a seat at the table to say hey, we get that this is a mess in Nassau County or 
Westchester County and it’s still a mess there but you know, the State of Emergency in Essex 
County has abated.  So it would give you standing as a county to say, we want to rescind ours 
and there’s a process for that so it wasn’t to say we’re just going to have 62 counties making up 
their own rules as they go.  It could still be one set of rules.  It could be done by the Governor but 
again, as opposed to one blanket, statewide emergency because this is a big state and guess 
what conditions on the ground in Suffolk County are going to be different than they are in Erie 
County and why tie Erie County to what is going on in Suffolk County. We have a small emergency 
in the North Country how does that impact Long Island?  That was the thought there giving some 
of the counties the authority to do that but you’re absolutely right, the way that things have been 
written now it has been put on you as a county and your Sheriff’s office to kind of wing it.  I can 
tell you in talking to Dave and talking with other Sheriff’s in my district they don’t relish in going 
out there and enforcing this and they get it, they understand businesses are trying to survive and 
they are trying to make a living, they don’t want to be the bad guy here.  It’s a challenging situation 
to mature and we’re seeing resurgent’s in other parts of the country and maybe to some degree 
in New York so again, we can’t let our guard down. 
 
MANNING:  Thanks. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any questions for the Assemblyman? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Not a question but a comment and I understand you don’t write the orders but 
one of the things I hear from my constituency and I find extremely frustrating are the hypocrisy 
and inconsistence in some of the orders that the Governor has issued.  For instance, in the Town 
of Moriah we have two campgrounds.  We struggled to open them.  We still struggle today to keep 
the bathrooms completely sanitized, we bought foggers, we bought everything else last week I 
drive down to the State boat launch in Port Henry there’s two port-a-potties sitting out there with 



Regular Board 
Monday, July 6, 2020  9 
 
a sign on them that they don’t clean them daily and you know, I mean for the Governor to and I 
don’t want to say it’s a burden because I do believe we’re in a crisis mode and it is a pandemic 
but how can you, it is more do as I say, not as I do.  That’s an issue.  You know I have local 
businesses who have been turned in because the customers don’t have masks on, when they 
come in but yet the order says it’s up to the local business to require a mask or not require a mask 
but they get turned in, and then the State sends the notice to Shaun or the Sheriff and it creates 
a lot of bad feelings towards a lot of people instead of being on the same level playing field that’s 
not happening and the individual that’s issuing the orders is part of that problem. 
 
ASSEMBLYMAN STEC: I completely agree.  I will try not to slip into more nautical references but 
people have a sense for what’s fair or not fair and you want to lead by example so the State says 
these are the rules and then they go do their own thing people sniff that out quickly and what it 
does is it damages the State’s own authority and its own credibility.  It’s like raising kids.  You 
know, if you tell your kids to not do something and then they see you doing it you know you’re 
under minding yourself and if the rational is well, this makes more sense you don’t think that local 
Governments think that you know what?  What you’re doing makes more sense to us too, the 
individual businesses say, yeah, the State can do that why can’t I do that?  I’m trying to slug out 
a living here and the State is allowing their campgrounds to open but my campground can’t open 
and what it does is it builds up resentment.  The Governor early on in a lot of his press conferences 
he kept saying, I can’t make everyone wear a mask.  People have to understand why they have 
to wear a mask and what he’s talking about is he’s talking about credibility and when you build it 
up, and explain to people this is the situation, this is why and as long as people are on board with 
that, they understand it, they think they are being told the whole story they are willing to go along.  
Time is not a friend.  The longer that this goes on we are going to start losing people because 
human nature and patience will wear out but to give people an excuse to lose patience they see 
that the ones that are writing the rules aren’t also following them so and again, it’s a terrible 
situation.  I don’t think it’s necessarily it’s on purpose I think sometimes it’s done by convenience 
but you’re right, you have individual departments that don’t know hey, this is what the executives 
put out to the rest of the State but we’re doing our own thing people see that and they will, call it 
out. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  His recent comment was, if you do have outbreaks the people to blame are your 
local Government officials because they are not doing their job.  Now, you know I can tell you in 
Moriah and I’m sure every other town here we don’t have the resources to go out and enforce all 
these ordinances.  We just don’t have the resources to do it. This county doesn’t have the 
resources to do that.  So you know I thought that statement was highly unfair to say, well you 
know if we have another outbreak you know, blame your local officials.  
 
ASSEMBLYMAN STEC:  That’s I guess the privilege of being the bigger fish, they can always 
blame the smaller fish.  I know I do it to you all the time.  (laughter)   
I mean there’s a natural tendency to say, but you’re absolutely right you don’t have enough law 
enforcement because I talked with the Sheriff’s and I asked them what are you seeing?  What are 
the kinds are you seeing in law enforcement?  Because we are all cooped up and on one hand 
there’s less people out and about.  On the other hand we’re all cooped up and Lord knows what 
happens if you’re living in a situation where you can’t walk out and go somewhere else and I’ve 
heard that it’s basically pretty steady they’ve seen some dip offs in some areas and some upticks 
in other areas but the bottom line is that they still haven’t seen enforcement responsibilities and 
pressures today as they did six months ago and then on top of that police this store is open and 
it shouldn’t be and their competitors complain and put them in the middle of that. The Governor 
is talking about wanting to create a statewide department to do enforcement.  I’d like to know how 
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many thousands of people are going to be hired to do that?  How many tens of millions of dollars 
is that going to cost?  I haven’t seen that plan yet but. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: My last comment that I hear quite often is you know; you can stand line in Home 
Depot or Walmart all day long but I can’t stand in line to vote. 
 
ASSEMBLYMAN STEC:  I’m concerned about that too before that it was you know if you can 
stand in line in Walmart why can’t you stand in line at the Valley Grocery or any other small 
businesses?  You’re absolutely right.  If you can go to Walmart, then you can go vote in person 
and you can have graduations.  I’m glad that graduations happened, it wasn’t ideal it could have 
come more I think but the feedback that I got certainly in the North Country the class sizes are 
smaller it was a more management of numbers but there are a lot of people like, really then let’s 
just go have our graduation at Walmart or let’s go have our graduation at a protest.  I don’t 
encourage anyone to get too cute with that stuff.  We know what the intent of these orders is but 
again, it goes to creditability if you’re going to have a free fall in a big box store but you’re going 
to keep the small mom and pops closed.  Or you’re going to have a free fall on the street corner 
on a Friday night but you can’t have a controlled, highly supervised by adults during the day on a 
football field on a Saturday morning and people again they sniff that out they have to have their 
own leader there to figure out what’s real and what is fallacy. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any other questions for the Assemblyman?  Thank you Sir. Thanks for coming.  At 
the end of our session here if anybody that would like participate we will have a photograph on 
the front steps, all with masks setting the example I’d appreciate it if anybody that would like to 
do that. Thank you.  I appreciate it. Judy, we’ll go to resolutions. 
 
RESOLUTION #137 – OF APPRECIATION TO MARTIN J. NEPHEW, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
OF MOUNTAIN LAKE SERVICES. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, unanimously seconded and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #138 – AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND/OR 
COUNCILS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Barber and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #139 – AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT TO CONTINUE PROVIDING TELEMENTAL HEALTH VIDEO 
CONFERENCING SERVICES PLATFORM AT THE TOTAL COST OF $4,320.00 PER YEAR. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Rand and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #140 – OF CONGRATULTIONS AND APPRECIATION TO ANNIE 
GRONNINGSATER MCKINLEY UPON HER RETIREMENT FROM ESSEX COUNTY MENTAL 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, unanimously seconded and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #141 – AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOR VARIOUS 
DEPARTMENTS. 
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This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #142 – AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH MOTOROLA 
SOLUTIONS FOR THE MONKTON RADIO PROJECT TO CHANGE THE NUMBER OF 
FREQUENCIES FROM 4 TO 3, FROM SICG GRANT FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Holzer, seconded by Mr. Tyler and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
WINEMILLER:  I was just wondering if there was an amount to change that from 3 to 4? 
 
PALMER: No, all we’re actually doing is the original resolution required that Motorola had four 
frequencies available when we started the project. They were having trouble locating the fourth 
frequency so it delayed the start of the project so all this resolution does is allows them to proceed 
with the three frequencies while the pursue a fourth frequency. 
 
WINEMILLER: Thank you. 
 
RESOLUTION #143 – AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO EXPEND 
BUDGETED GRANT FUNDS WHICH WERE PLACED ON HOLD DUE TO COVID-19, AND 
ARE DUE TO EXPIRE ON AUGUST 31, 2020. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Holzer, seconded by Mr. Hughes and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
MONTY: I’m just curious, I see that the SICG grants are for the Monkton project the other two 
Dan what are they for? 
 
PALMER:  I’m not sure exactly.  I would have to find out from Don.  I don’t see anybody from 
emergency services.  They are typically, we use those grants in emergency services some of 
them have been allocated for – 
 
MONTY:  I know it’s specific items. 
 
PALMER:  Yes, there’s a bunch of those but I will get you that exactly. 
 
MONTY: Thank you. 
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GILLILLAND: Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
 
RESOLUTION #144 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD BIDS, ISSUE 
CONTRACTS OR PURCHASE ORDERS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. McNally and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #145 – AUTHORIZING A REFUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,000.00 TO 
MINERVA CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR OVERPAYMENT OF SCHOOL RESOURCE 
OFFICER SERVICES. 

This resolution was moved by Mr. McNally, seconded by Mr. Rand and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #146 – OF CONGRATULATIONS AND APPRECIATION TO TRACY TUREK 
UPON HER RETIREMENT FROM ESSEX COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Tyler, unanimously seconded and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #147 – AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN TO EXECUTE CHAMPLAIN 
NATIONAL BANK ACCOUNT AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES FOR THE ESSEX COUNTY 
PROBATION DEPARTMENT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #148 – AUTHORIZING ESSEX COUNTY PUBLIC DEFENDER BRANDON 
BOUTELLE, ESQ. TO APPOINT DEPUTY PUBLIC DEFENDER, EMILY EVATT AS ACTING 
PUBLIC DEFENDER BEGINNING JULY 3, 2020 THROUGH APRIL, 2021. 
This resolution was moved by Mrs. DeZalia, seconded by Mr. Tyler and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #149 – AUTHORIZING ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON REFERRALS RECEIVED FROM THE VILLAGE OF SARANAC LAKE AND THE TOWN OF 
ESSEX. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Rand and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #150 – AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT NO. 2 BETWEEN THE NEW YORK STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND ESSEX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION AND FUNDING OF THE FEDERAL-AID AND STATE 
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“MARCHISELLI” PROGRAM-AID ELIGIBLE COSTS AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFORE. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Monty and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #151 – AUTHORIZING CONTRACT AMENDMENTS/CHANGE ORDERS IN 
VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #152 – AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A PERMIT TO THE 
WHALLONSBURG GRANGE FOR THE USE OF COUNTY ROADWAY, ROUTE 55, IN THE 
TOWN OF ESSEX FOR THE WHALLONSBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT AND FIRST 
RESPONDERS APPRECIATION DAY TO BE HELD ON AUGUST 30, 2020. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Rand and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #153 – AUTHORIZING A CHANGE TO THE ASSESSOR TITLE IN THE REAL 
PROPERTY TAX SERVICES OFFICE FROM GRADE 14 AT THE 2020 RATE OF $24.06 PER 
HOUR TO A GRADE 16 AT THE 2020 RATE OF $25.89 PER HOUR. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #154 – ACCEPTING, ADOPTING AND PLACING ON FILE POLICIES, PLANS, 
PROCEDURES AND ANNUAL REPORTS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Giordano and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #155 – APPROVING THE YEAR 2 (4/1/19-3/31/20) ESSEX COUNTY BUDGET 
RELATIVE TO THE STATEWIDE EXPANSION OF HURRELL-HARRING AND NEW YORK 
STATE MASTER GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF INDIGENT 
LEGAL SERVICES (#OLSO1-135020), THE SUBMISSION OF THE BUDGET TO THE OFFICE 
OF INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES/STATE OF NEW YORK FOR APPROVAL, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ANY AND 
ALL CONTRACTS AND SUBMISSIONS AND ANY AND ALL AMENDMENTS TO THE 
BUDGET WITHIN THE PARAMETERS OF THE OVERALL ALLOCATED BUDGET AMOUNT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Giordano and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
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RESOLUTION #156 – TO CANCEL PENALTIES, INTEREST AND OTHER CHARGES IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $407.23 ON 2018 TAX PAID, ON A PARCEL OF PROPERTY IN THE TOWN OF 
LEWIS, BEARING TAX MAP #47.3-3-3.000 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Holzer and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #157 – TO CANCEL PENALTIES, INTEREST AND OTHER CHARGES IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $405.32 ON 2018 TAX PAID, ON A PARCEL OF PROPERTY IN THE TOWN OF 
TICONDEROGA, BEARING TAX MAP #150.59-5-19.200 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mrs. DeZalia and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #158 – AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY OF ESSEX TO DECLARE THE NEW 
YORK STATE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FOR HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM OF ESSEX COUNTY (HAPEC) PROJECT #382HO335-19 IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$400,000.00, TO BE A TYPE II ACTION PURSUANT TO THE STATE ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY REVIEW ACT (SEQRA) AND TO APPOINT THE CHIARMAN AS CERTIFYING 
OFFICER FOR NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) REVIEW PROCESS FOR 
THIS GRANT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Rand and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #159 – REQUESTING REVIEW AND CHANGE OF ADIRONDACK PARK 
AGENCY POLICY ON AGENCY REVIEW OF PROPOSALS FOR NEW 
TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS AND OTHER TALL STURCTURES IN THE ADIRONDACK 
PARK. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. McNally, unanimously seconded and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #160 – OF CONDOLENCE OT THE FAMILY OF ROBERT J. MURPHY. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Gillilland, unanimously seconded and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #161 – OF CONGRATULATIONS TO MAGGIE LEE PLOUFE UPON 
ACHIEVING THE TITLE OF THE DISTINGUISHED YOUNG WOMAN OF WESTPORT FOR 
2020. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Tyler, unanimously seconded and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #162 – OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF HONORABLE DOMINICK J. 
VISCARDI 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Giordano, unanimously seconded and adopted. 
 



Regular Board 
Monday, July 6, 2020  15 
 
RESOLUTION #163 – OF APPRECIATION TO THE ESSEX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS - JANITORS AND THE BUILDING AND GROUNDS DEPARTMENT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Tyler, unanimously seconded and adopted. 
 
GARRISON:  Resolutions from the floor. 
 
RESOLUTION # 164 – ACCEPTING THE RESIGNATION OF LAUREEN DEZALIA AS ESSEX 
COUNTY AUDITOR AND APPOINTING LAURA CARSON AS THE ESSEX COUNTY 
AUDITOR TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF LAUREEN DEZALIA AT AN ANNUAL 
SALARY OF $62,000.00. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #165 – AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS TO ACCEPT 
SUPPLEMENTAL CORONAVIRUS AID, RELIEF AND ECONOMIC SECURITY (CARES) ACT 
FUNDING FOR THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Barber and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #166 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD PURCHASE 
ORDER TO R.R. CHARLEBOIS, INC., IN THE AMOUNT OF $146,430.00, FROM BUDGETED 
FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #167 – OF CONGRATULATIONS AND APPRECIATION TO DAVID DECKER 
UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM ESSEX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, unanimously seconded and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #168 – ACCEPTING THE OMITTED AND PRO-RATED TAXES FOR 2021 TAX 
ROLLS PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 520 AND 551 OF THE REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #169 – INCREASING TAXES ON SALES AND USES OF TANGIBLE 
PERSONAL PROPERTY AND OF CERTAIN SERVICES, ON OCCUPANCY OF HOTEL 
ROOMS AND ON AMUSEMENT CHARGES PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 29 OF THE TAX LAW 
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 
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This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion?  Dan, can you give us the background of this? 
 
MANNING:  Just a brief discussion on this, typically we handle this, we send this to the legislature 
they send us back bill numbers. We then forward a resolution asking if they passed those bills for 
the sales tax extender. We do this every two to three years depending on sales tax extender.  
This one deals with sales tax.  This year was a bit different in that the authority granted by the 
legislature came through the Governor’s onto this bill so we have been granted that authority we 
now need to pass a resolution which amends a resolution that we did in 1967, this sounds a little 
odd but this is the way it has to be, if we had no such resolution we could do a local law – 
 
GILLILLAND: Mr. Scozzafava was here at that time right? 
 
MANNING:  Yes, would you like to speak to this Tom? 
 
PALMER: Yeah, he moved it.  (laughter) 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I would speak to it if I was paying attention to your conversation. 
 
MANNING:  So what this resolution does and we’ve done this many times is that it amends the 
1967 resolution to state that; you’ll note in 4a where we amended says about six lines down, the 
beginning December 1, 2013, that has to stay in there and ending on November 30, 2020 that 
should be 2023, so we’re going to amend that there and then on the second page at C. again, 
November 30, 2020 will be amended to November 30, 2023 and what this does is the original 
resolution back in ’67 and as amended after that gave us the 3% then I think in ’13 we got the 
additional 1% so this will allow us to collect the complete four percent up from December 1, 2020 
up through November 30, 2023. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
I have one resolution from the floor.  Resolution authorizing the Office for the Aging to conduct 
drive thru handouts of farmer’s market coupons at the county fairgrounds on Monday, July 13, 
from 10 am. to 2 p.m. 
 
RESOLUTION #170 – AUTHORIZING OFFICE FOR THE AGING TO CONDUCT DRIVE-THRU 
HANDOUTS OF FARMERS MARKET COUPONS AT THE ESSEX COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Tyler, and adopted. 
 
MONTY:  I’d like to offer a resolution of appreciation to Laurie DeZalia, as Essex County Auditor. 
 
RESOLUTION #171 – OF APPRECIATION TO LAUREEN DEZALIA AS ESSEX COUNTY 
AUDITOR. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, unanimously seconded, and adopted. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further business? 
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MERRIHEW:  Resolution of appreciation to Mr. Adam Lawrence who long-time employee for 
DPW on his retirement. 
 
RESOLUTION #172 – OF CONGRATULATIONS AND APPRECIATION TO ADAM 
LAWRENCE UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM ESSEX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Merrihew, unanimously seconded, and adopted. 
 
McNally:  Yes, I would like to thank Chairman Gillilland and the board passing this resolution on 
the cell phone heights within the APA act.  This is something that we have to continue to pursue 
not just through the resolution but we have to talk to anybody that will listen.  As the Adirondacks 
become more tourism based, this is becoming a public safety factor for all our tourists and for all 
our people that live here so anybody that will listen, we need to talk to get these rules changed 
on the cell phone regulations.  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you and just to add to that by changing the heights we actually need to build 
less cell towers so it’s less disruption to the national environmental department which I mean, to 
me is a no brainer. 
 
MONTY: I just want to update the board on a situation that arose in the Town of Lewis. We had a 
business that was coming into to town who needed broadband and they were off the beaten path 
by about a half a mile and they tried to barter with Time Warner Spectrum to run it and they wanted 
$50,000, to run the line from the main road up a town road and this individual went out on his 
own, did some investigation and he purchased a trencher specifically for laying the fiber optic 
cable and he contacted Slic who was in town doing a lot of work, they were going to provide him 
with the fiber, he was going to lay his own cable for $5,000 to run less than a half a mile and like 
I said, Time Warner Spectrum want $50,000 for it and I think they were going to charge him $2,200 
a month for the service.  Slic was going to charge him $700.00 a month so this is something that 
is really going to help Lewis in a way because he’s going to run it an additional quarter mile and 
pick up another business and four more homes.  He wanted me to let the board know if you’re 
interested once he’s done doing it for his business he would be willing to basically lease out the 
trencher to your community for little or no cost other than you have to find somebody to operate 
it.  I think for me it’s a win, win for the Town of Lewis and I can’t say enough good things about 
Slic.  If anyone is interested and wants more details give me call. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I don’t want to push a company but I’ve been working with them as well because 
they won the State contract and it’s obvious to me that they’re in it for the business, they are not 
in to keep business away.  Anything further to come before the board this morning? 
 
MANNING: I have a few.  First I’d like a resolution authorizing the creation of the office of conflict 
defender for Essex County and together with the hiring of an assistant to the Conflict Defender 
and to solicit qualified candidates for this position. The amounts are set forth in the budget that 
we already passed.  The Conflict Defender’s salary would be $70,000, together with fringe, 
insurance, pension and all that stuff.  It’s an additional $36,555, for a total of $106,555 and we’ve 
already passed that budget so I would like a motion, a second and a roll call on this. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Is this all funded through the grant? 
 
MANNING:  All funded through the grant. 
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RESOLUTION #173 – AUTHORIZING THE CREATION OF THE OFFICE OF ESSEX COUNTY 
CONFLICT DEFENDER, AND ESTABLISHMENT OF THE POSITIONS OF ESSEX COUNTY 
CONFLICT DEFENDER AND ASSISTANT TO THE ESSEX COUNTY CONFLICT DEFENDER. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Rand and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
MONTY:  Is that become a civil service position? 
 
PALMER:  Conflict Defender would be an exempt position. All attorney positions are always 
exempt under civil service. 
 
MANNING:  But the assistant would be. 
 
PALMER: The assistant position would be a competitive class position. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion? 
 
HUGHES:  What does a Conflict Defender do? 
 
MANNING:  The conflict defender is going to be responsible – our public defender’s office handles 
all criminal defense matters and often times there are conflicts that arise so this office would take 
those conflicts and this is designed to save us money since we’re not paying for this.  In the past, 
we had approximately close to 100 cases that were conflicted out where we had to pay assigned 
counsel rates for those so this will save us money in the long run provided the grant continues 
forever and ever. 
 
HUGHES:  Thank you. 
 
PALMER:  Typically what will happen is you’ll get an arrest, a drug arrest and they’ll be three or 
four defendants our public defenders can represent one, they can’t represent the others they have 
to have a conflict defender take those cases. 
 
HUGHES:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion? 
 
TYLER:  How long is that grant good for? 
 
PALMER:  Right now they’ve said up to five. 
 
MANNING: Five years right now.  I’m confident they will continue it because they wouldn’t have 
created this program but don’t hold me to that. 
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PALMER:  Yeah, it’s hard to say but again it’s like I mentioned before I think given this grant 
money was driven from a settlement on a state level to avoid a lawsuit as it relates to indigent 
defense I’m confident that that funding will probably remain in place. 
 
GILLILLAND: Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
Any further business? 
 
MANNING:  Just a couple.  Next one would be a resolution authorizing Essex County to solicit 
bids or quotes for the position of Assigned Counsel Coordinator and Attorney for Assigned 
Counsel Coordinator.  This would be a contractual arrangement between the county and these 
individuals so it would not be, there’s no fringe associated with it.  The amounts would be up to 
$35,000 for the Assigned Counsel Administrator and up to $12,000 for the Attorney.  A motion, 
second and a roll call. 
 
RESOLUTION #174 – AUTHORIZING THE SOLICITATION OF APPLICATIONS FOR A 
CONTRACT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF ESSEX AND A QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL TO ACT 
AS ASSIGNED COUNSEL COORDINATOR FOR THE COUNTY OF ESSEX AND A SECOND 
CONTRACT FOR AN ATTORNEY TO ACT AS ATTORNEY ADVISOR FOR THE ASSIGNED 
COUNSEL ADMINISTRATOR. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Barber and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
MONTY:  All part of the grant still? 
 
MANNING:  All part of the grant yes. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
 
MANNING:  Finally in July we passed a resolution relative to a piece of property 130 the Portage, 
located in Ticonderoga, New York as you recall this was a piece of property had a crumbling, 
dilapidated building on it.  We took it in tax sale so the property is in the county’s name. We passed 
a resolution on a contract and agreed to a contract with the Town of Ticonderoga that we would 
allow them access to the property, they would demolish the building then we would sell the 
building however we saw fit at auction or privately which we have not done and we would 
reimburse the Town of Ticonderoga the cost of the demolition and if there were any monies left 
over we would keep them.  There’s been a guess sort of a change here.  The building has been 
demolished so our liability has been removed and so what remains is just the vacant land. The 
Town of Ticonderoga has requested that we convey this vacant land to them pursuant to General 
Municipal Law Section 72-H without consideration, without any money and the rational being that 
it costs the Town of Ticonderoga approximately $46,300 for the demolition, the back taxes that 
are owed on the property that would be owed us, would be $11,601 so if we would have to 
demolish that building ourselves it would have cost us $46,300 so it’s my recommendation I 
haven’t discussed it with anybody, I discussed it with Mike Diskin and with Joe that we do convey 
this without consideration to the town in thanks that they removed the building and it cost them 
$46,300 we would be eating the back taxes in the amount of $11,000. 
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GILLILLAND:  Say that again about the back taxes. 
 
MANNING:  We will not receive the $11,601 in back taxes that were owed when we took it from 
foreclosure. 
 
RESOLUTION #175 – AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF PREMISES KNOWN AS 130 
THE PORTAGE, TICONDEROGA, NEW YORK BEARING TAX MAP NO. 150.51-6-12.200, TO 
THE TOWN OF TICONDEROGA PURSUANT TO GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW §72-H FOR NO 
CONSIDERATION. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Giordano and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2684 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:    237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion?  Joe, if you don’t mind what is your intended use of the property? 
 
GIORDANO:  So right now we have a continuation of a $20 million-dollar waste water separation 
project, the contractor would like to use this property for staging.  It is right smack in the middle of 
the Portage and then at the completion of the project the town would then like to sell it to get it 
back on the tax rolls. That was the intention all along to get it back on the tax rolls it so happened 
that the contractor saw it as a viable piece to be able to use and rather than leave it in the county’s 
hands for two years but in the town’s hands and let them take care of the final sale of the property 
and find a solution. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you.  Further discussion? 
 
WINEMILLER:  How big is the lot? 
 
GIORDANO:  Like ½ an acre.  The property was damaged in a fire, the town did not have a lien 
law at the time so the homeowner received insurance money and did nothing to fix the property 
and it has just been sitting there so the town took it upon itself to clean it up and we have a new 
law in place anytime we have a fire we would go after the home owner’s insurance money to clean 
the properties instead of just sit and rot. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you. Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
 
GIORDANO:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Anything else to come before the board?  Being none, thank you very much for 
your patience.  We are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this regular board meeting it was 
adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Judith A. Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  


