
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, July 12, 2021 - 9:30 AM  

 
 
 
Steve McNally, Chairperson 
Ike Tyler, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman McNally called this Public Safety Meeting to order at 9:30 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Clayton Barber, Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Shaun Gillilland, Joseph 
Giordano, Charlie Harrington, Roy Holzer, Kenneth Hughes, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, Jay 
Rand, Tom Scozzafava, Jeffrey Subra, Joe Pete Wilson and Davina Winemiller.  Stephanie 
DeZalia and Ike Tyler were excused. Jim Monty was absent. 

 
Department Heads present:  Patty Bashaw, Brandon Boutelle, Dan Palmer, Jim Dougan, Judy 
Garrison, Sue Montgomery-Corey, David Reynolds, Daniel Woods and Heather Sheehan. Kristy 
Sprague was excused. 
 
Also present:  Max Thwaits, Matt Watts and Win Belanger. 
 
 
McNALLY:  I will call the Public Safety Committee meeting to order.  Veteran’s Office – Noel 
Merrihew.   
 
PALMER:  He stepped out. 
 
McNALLY:  County Sealer, Dan Woods. 
 
WOODS:  Good morning everybody.  Everybody should have a copy of my monthly report of last 
month.  As you see, we had $7,000 for civil penalties brought in from package checking and 
$1,572 inspection fees for the month.  Does anybody have any question? 
 
McNALLY:  Any questions for Dan?  I guess not. Thank you. 
 
WOODS:  Thank you very much.  Have a great day. 
 
McNALLY:  Board of Elections, Sue Montgomery-Corey, Allison McGahay?  Okay, no one is here.  
District Attorney, Kristy Sprague is excused.  Emergency Services. 
 
THWAITS:  Good morning.  First, I want to thank you for the appointment.  I will do the job to the 
best of my ability and I appreciate it. 
We have two resolutions. The first one is authorizing Emergency Services to award a mini bid to 
Zones Infrastructure for the generator work at Terry Mountain with funds to come from the SICG 
grant, in the amount $121,186.00.  We put this out to mini bid and we only received two bids. The 
other bid is significantly higher at $297,000. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD A MINI BID IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $121,186.00, TO ZONES INFRASTRUCTURE FOR GENERATOR WORK AT 
THE TERRY MOUNTAIN SITE WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM SICG GRANT.  Holzer, Hughes 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
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THWAITS:  The second one is for emergency work of the replacement of the air conditioning unit 
at Little Whiteface with funds to come from the radio project in the amount not to exceed 
$9,031.56.  It’s not on your agenda because I just got the quote this morning.  It’s $4,215.00 for 
the unit and $4,816.00 in labor. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY WORK AND REPLACEMENT OF THE AIR 
CONDITIONING UNIT AT LITTLE WHITE FACE IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $9,031.56, 
WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM THE RADIO PROJECT. Depo, Holzer 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns?  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
THWAITS:  Just a couple of points for our department, our CON has been extended until its vote 
on permanent appointment.  We’re still working on the generator at Terry Mountain, we’re 
awarding that bid and hopefully get that process done before fall.  
We’re breaking ground on Monkton on the 12th hopefully again, that project will be completed by 
the fall.  We’re having several meetings for the world games, Lake Placid ’23 World Games. We’re 
in several different work groups, communications, security, Hazmat and EMS and tomorrow we’re 
hosting a seven county training for the State’s new learning management system, the State Fire 
Training.  That’s all I have. 
 
McNALLY:  Anybody have anything for Max? 
Let’s backtrack a little bit, Board of Elections, Sue Montgomery-Corey. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Good morning.  A few things to mention today.  We got through the 
primary pretty well.  Our PILOT project and early voting with the electronic poll books was very 
successful. Voters liked it, the inspectors liked it so we were pretty happy with that.  
Things with the two early voting sites went pretty well.  The turnout was very low for early voting 
and for the primary in general but that’s not so different from other counties so it gave a chance 
especially with the poll books to give us the opportunity to really use them and explore them so 
that was good.   
The other thing I wanted to mention, we were here a couple of months ago I mentioned there will 
be new state money for the Boards of Elections and there are actually two grant programs we 
finally received contracts and amounts for those and I was hoping we could get a resolution for 
both or two resolutions, whatever works. The first one is the early voting expansion project and 
the amount on that is $17,179.85, that money can be used to cover the costs of expanding your 
early voting to a new site which we did this year so would be able to use it for both the June 
Primary and the expenses related to the use of the North Hudson facility in November and it goes 
into next year as well. 
 
McNALLY:  Sue, can you hold a second? We will move that one first. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZNG A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
INCREASING REVENUE AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $17,179.85, EARLY 
VOTING EXPANSION PROJECT.  Rand, Holzer 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns? All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  The next one is the Technology Innovation and Election Resource 
Grant.  That one is $40,744.77, this is money that can be used; it’s a capital program so you can 
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use it for equipment related to elections, voting machines, poll books, printers anything that is a 
capital expense. The good thing about this is we previously had a capital grant that you did a 
resolution for from, I forget which year it was but we never really applied for that originally. We 
are now in the process of getting that in place to be able to use that money which is essentially, 
that is a poll book capital grant and I think that was $37,000, anyway the two grants can be used 
to purchase capital equipment and if we could get a resolution on $40,744.77, for the TIER grant, 
that would be great. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZNG A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
INCREASING REVENUE AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $40,744.77, 
TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION AND ELECTION RESOURCE (TIER) GRANT.  Hughes, Rand 
 
McNALLY:  Questions, concerns? All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 
MONTGOMERY-COREY:  Great and I think that’s it for me today.   
 
McNALLY: Does anybody have anything else for Sue?  Thank you Sue. 
Emergency Medical Services – Patty Bashaw. 
 
BASHAW:  Max already reported out unless you have any questions for EMS we’re good. 
 
McNALLY:  Thank you. Does anybody have anything for Patty? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Patty, I talked with Kevin on Friday and he had stopped down at the town hall 
and he was telling me that we get billed for Fly Cars?  The squads do? 
 
BASHAW:  Yup. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I wasn’t aware of that. 
 
BASHAW:  That’s been going on for a bit now.  So the way it works is if we go and help with lift 
assist or equipment or get the patient out of the house there’s no charge.  If that patient or that 
medic goes in with the crew, so that probably means you have a BLS crew it makes it now an 
ALS crew they get to bill at the higher rate and then we take $200 because they bill for the whole 
package out of that so the county bills the agency two or three hundred dollars depending on how 
complicated the quest was.  So actually they should be getting a better revenue recovery from 
that. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Right now Lamoille they are private is that the same situation for them, they are 
billed back from the towns? 
 
BASHAW:  Wait, say the question again. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: If you get there and Lamoille is there for instance, are they billed back? 
 
BASHAW:  They should be.  Every agency that gets a ALS or a medic in the truck should be 
getting a bill. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  But do they get the standard, $200 bill? 
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BASHAW:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay, should they be getting billed more? 
 
BASHAW:  So, generally with Medicare you have to bill consistently so if we charge one agency 
more than another – are you looking because they are low profit? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes. 
 
BASHAW:  We have to follow Medicare laws and bill consistently across the board. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
BASHAW:  Your welcome. 
 
McNALLY:  Thank you.  Sheriff’s office – Dave Reynolds. 
 
REYNOLDS:  You have my report in your packet.  I apologize, it’s a little bit late but I got it in. 
 
McNALLY: Does anybody have anything for Dave?   
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We may have done this, have we ever done a resolution to, in opposition of the 
bail reform?   
 
McNALLY: I believe we have. 
 
PALMER:  Yes, it was almost a year ago I believe but yeah. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Because you saw what happened in Peru, I mean, it’s an unfortunate situation. 
We had another overdose in our community last week and again, I can ride around my community, 
I see the drug dealers that you picked up, that our local PD has picked up, the State Police but 
here they are walking the streets.  I mean it’s insanity. 
 
REYNOLDS:  The problem with some of the overdoses is they are turning out not to be overdoses 
so I would check with Linda with Public Health because she – 
  
SCOZZAFAVA:  We had one I know this last one absolutely was but my point being is that I live 
with it, I mean you see it every day.  I mean, we know who they are.  You make an arrest, you 
find drugs in their vehicle and yet they can’t even arraign them. 
 
REYNOLDS: I sat right here one day and talked about a young girl we arrested three times within 
a week’s span and then we arrested her a fourth time a couple weeks later. There’s probably a 
fifth coming. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I know but it isn’t working that’s for sure. 
 
McNALLY:  Anything else for Dave? Thank you. 
 
REYNOLDS:  Thank you. 
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McNALLY:  Coroners, nobody.  Probation, Heather Sheehan. 
 
SHEEHAN:  Good morning everyone.  You have my report.  I do have a resolution in appreciation 
and recognition of the Essex County Probation Department in honor of pretrial, probation and 
parole supervision week which is July 18-24th.  
 
RESOLUTION IN APPRECIATION AND RECOGNITION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY 
PROBATION DEPARTMENT IN HONOR OF PRETRIAL, PROBATION AND PAROLE 
SUPERVISION WEEK, JULY 18-24, 2021.  Hughes, unanimous 
 
SHEEHAN:  Also, I did provide everybody with the first Probation Department newsletter.  I just 
thought it would be nice seeing how Covid is almost over, hopefully over forever, for everyone in 
the community to get to know our officers who are going to be out there a lot more in the 
communities so there’s a picture and their title.  We do things by geographic area so if you have 
any questions you can contact me or any of those officers.  Also, in that newsletter I thought it 
would be helpful to just tell you a little bit more about the trending topics that we’re dealing with 
and what’s going on. Also, something new I did want to put out there is on the back, is our current 
warrant arrests for Essex County for Probation mostly for absconder’s so if you have any 
questions about that you can also give me a call but I hope that you enjoy that and I’ll try to do 
this as much as possible but I just wanted to kind of let you know what’s been going on with us 
and I appreciate all of my staff who has gone above and beyond during Covid to keep everything 
flowing and keeping our communities safe.  I also want to thank Sheriff Reynolds for including us 
in his upcoming OC spring training so as long as our staff stable all of us will be fully certified in 
that.  Thank you very much.  Do you have any questions? 
 
McNALLY:  Any questions?  Alright, all set. Thank you.  Public Defender, Brandon Boutelle. 
 
BOUTELLE:  Good morning everyone.  So next month our Conflict Defender is starting.  Conflict 
Defender is a new position created from State funds, State grant funds.  The Conflict Defender is 
going to handle cases where we have conflict and usually they will be assigned out to private 
attorneys that get paid an hourly rate so hopefully this Conflict Defender is going to help cut into 
the Assigned Counsel budget so we anticipate her starting beginning of August so we’re looking 
forward to that.  Any other questions I can answer? 
 
McNALLY:  Anything for Brandon?  I guess you’re all set. Thank you. Anything else to come in 
front of the Public Safety Committee?  If not, we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Safety Committee it was 
adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judith Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 
 


