
HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Monday, June 14, 2021 - 10:30 AM  

 
 
 
Joseph Giordano, Chairperson 
Charles Harrington, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Giordano called this Human Services Meeting to order at 11:00 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Clayton Barber, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, 
Joseph Giordano, Charlie Harrington, Roy Holzer, Kenneth Hughes, Steve McNally, Noel 
Merrihew, Jim Monty, Jay Rand, Tom Scozzafava, Jeffrey Subra, Ike Tyler, Davina Winemiller 
and Joe Pete Wilson.  Robin DeLoria was excused.   

 
Department Heads present: Linda Beers, Dan Palmer, Krissy Leerkes, Judy Garrison, Terri 
Morse, and Michael Mascarenas. 
 
New Media:  Sun News, Tim Rowland. 
 
 
GIORDANO:  I will call the Human Services to order.  I was driving up here from Ticonderoga 
passing through beautiful Ticonderoga, Crown Point, Moriah, Westport and then Etown and on 
the flats, I don’t know what you call them but the flats between Moriah and Westport of course we 
had a storm last night so there’s a lot of clouds, a lot of fog but out in the distance you could see 
an oasis opened up on the high peaks and it was just beautiful green and I just thought that’s kind 
of fitting image for today to be back in session like this and to be nearly at the end of Covid so I 
just wanted to share that with you.  I love coming up here on Mondays.  It’s the best part of my 
week.  With that, we’ll begin with Social Services, Mike take it away. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Good morning everybody.  I know we’re way behind today.  I’ll try to keep it as 
brief as possible.  Most of you are probably aware that in New York State, counties are forced to 
contribute to Medicaid expenses.  Two states in the entire country require that New York State is 
one of them, California is the other one so what that means is for Essex County is approximately 
we have about $6 million dollars that we budget on an annual basis that is taken out weekly by 
New York State to cover for Medicaid costs that’s in the DSS budget so the short of it really is, if 
you have no other services in Essex County and we all were to go home there still will be a $6 
million dollar levy that would be placed on the local people.  The reason why I’m bringing this up 
today in particular is because Mr. Palmer called me here a couple weeks ago we witnessed an 
increase to our weekly share costs and I wanted to explain that a little bit so annually the State 
budget runs a little differently from the county budget.  They run April to March we run during the 
normal calendar year.  Last year we budgeted $110,000 a week so that $110,000 is directly wired, 
it comes right out of our account, it goes to the State account on a weekly basis.  What did end 
up happening is during the pandemic there was some relief in one of the stimulus’ it was called 
FMAT funding which Chairman Gillilland is familiar with that.  The State tried to get their hands 
on it, the Feds so no, that was going to be directly to offset the local costs to us in terms of our 
Medicaid expenses.  With that being said, we were paying about $97,000 a week, we had 
budgeted $110,000 so it started producing some savings.  Well, the new budget here for the State 
started April 1 and that changed. We just got our numbers and those went up to above what we 
budgeted on an annual basis so that weekly share amount is $115,000 now what the State needs 
to be produced on for the first six months of the year for our calendar year we’re going to be okay 
but what I wanted to let you know is that it will impact next year that $17,000 increase a week 
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turns into about $15,000 to $100,000 on an annual basis so just so everybody is aware of that 
there is going to be an uptick in that for next budget cycle.  Any questions, comments on that, 
how that works? 
So the next thing, I know some of you are running traditional rec programs, so of you are taking 
other avenues and some of you for multiple reasons aren’t able to do anything this summer and 
I certainly understand that. We do have some trainings that are available, they’re in your packets, 
we’re able to do a responding to emergencies refresher course for your people that need that. 
We’re also able to do CPR for State.  Typically, I would schedule that for everybody directly and 
say, on this day, this town goes, this day, this town goes but being that there’s really kind of a 
mixed bag in terms of what people are doing this year responsibility is going to be on the person 
to call there’s going to be two days of training for those people that need it.  We’re also working 
with Lanette Chase in Newcomb to run a full response to emergencies training course as our 
trainer is only to offer the refresher due to time constraints so if you have any issues trying to get 
people trained let me know and I’ll hook you up with those individuals who hopefully can help you 
accomplish what you need.  That’s all I’ve got unless there are questions? 
 
GIORDANO:  Just a show of hands, how many towns are actually running a summer program?  
Okay, good.  Five to six.  Mike are you doing any type of babysitting?  Let me rephrase that, the 
Department of Social Services, are you offering any type of babysitting services, not services but 
training like we did last year in the absence of other towns being able to have their summer 
programs? 
 
MASCARENAS:  No we typically don’t do that.  ACAP used to run a program within where they 
would train young people on babysitting, those types of things. We do have daycare funding 
available and that has increased during the pandemic so we do have extra funds for those people 
struggling and meet the threshold we can provide those funds to, to pay for during the summer 
months. 
 
MONTY:  Correct me if I’m wrong, I think I just saw something come across that Cornell 
Cooperative Extension is doing a babysitting program. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Okay.  I didn’t see that but thank you. 
 
GIORDANO:  Anything else for Mike? 
 
HARRINGTON: Yes, I know that Crown Point Central School is sponsoring a summer program 
this year that is education based they will also be providing transportation, breakfast and lunch. 
 
MASCARENAS:  That’s correct, yes.  Every school system has the ability to do that or they go 
through us for their food program but Crown Point is running separate from the town rec program 
this year.  You’re absolutely correct and they are going to do the food on their own.   
 
GILLILLAND:  In Willsboro, what we’re doing is we’re not doing the traditional camp we’re doing 
a summer activities program for kids from Willsboro and Essex basically in the school system 
where we’ve asked, the Fish & Game Club is going be teaching the kids BB gun safety and 
shooting and skeet, fly fishing and 4H is actually going to be doing an intensive week there, 
Retired Teachers’ Association is going to be doing some activities, bowling alley is going to have 
some summer youth leagues, there’s going to be, the Youth Commission is doing soccer clinics, 
the golf course is doing instruction and youth leagues and stuff and we’re basically going to have 
everybody sign up at the fair, at the school parents can come in and view the activities and things 
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like that so engage in the community is kind of what we’re doing.  Not a tradition camp but it is a 
summer activities program. 
 
GIORDANO:  Does that have to have any DOH permitting? 
 
GILLILLAND:  I talked to DOH, I talked to Mr. Mascarenas and they said, okay because we’re not 
providing morning to afternoon, we’re not providing swimming, we’re not providing taking custody 
of all this stuff it’s actually they are signing up for the activities with each of those agencies not 
with the town. 
 
GIORDANO:  Okay so the town doesn’t have any responsibility it’s all those agencies that are 
responsible? 
 
GILLILLAND: I mean your town is always going to be, the pockets are deep and then we’ll be 
distributing the lunches and things like that to each of the activities on a day to day basis as 
ordered. 
 
GIORDANO:  That is really creative.  We tried to look at that too because we’re not having a 
summer program this year with all the challenges but it’s good to see that other ones are thinking 
outside the box. 
 
MONTY:  We are going to try, Boquet Valley normally Westport and the Town of Lewis has 
separate youth commissions so they would run each individual but since they are a merged district 
Ike and myself and Noel have gotten together so we can run a joint program and we are also 
doing the educational component because the school district got a grant that they are going to 
provide classes for the kids there if they need or if their parents want them to go.  They will be 
taken out of the program to go to the classes and then channeled right back into the program and 
again we are going to supply the food both breakfast and lunch for them.  Boquet Valley is also 
going to provide transportation for the Westport kids where the kids used to bring them to the 
school, they will still bring them to the school but the school will transport them here to 
Elizabethtown and then we’ll transport them back at 4:30, back to Westport. 
 
MASCARENAS: I think one nice thing about your program, you’ve done it the last few times is 
the hours of operation.  They are a little more extended then most communities and allow for 
parents to not necessary have to worry about how to get their kid home during the middle of the 
day.  That’s nice.  I applaud your efforts. Well done. 
 
HUGHES:  Mike, I just have a very quick question.  It’s off the previous topic the Medicaid cap 
payments.  Do you recall the last time there was an increase in that? 
 
MASCARENAS:  What we actually witnessed is a level of decrease. We were much higher in 
previous years. 
 
PALMER: Yeah, we were close to $7 million at one point. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Yes but the problem with any budget and you know this with budgeting your 
own town is it’s a yearly document.  It’s a yearly operating unit right, so when we have those 
reductions in those other years that’s what you budget for right?  You create that gap it’s kind of 
self-inflicted but that’s what you budget on based on the information you have at that given time 
so any increase is going to be detrimental to your overall budget and trying to stay within the cap. 
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I mean those are debates for other days but we’ll see how it impacts us long term and what other 
things come in. Thank you. 
 
DEZALIA:  I had a question about the Stop DWI Victim Impact Panel report from last month to 
this month.  I see there’s a lot of non-compliant and no shows.  Do you think that’s due to lack of 
Internet because now it’s online? 
 
MASCARENAS:  Some of that is true.  Absolutely and some of it who really knows because you 
just never hear from them.  You know, we probably had five to ten percent no shows when we 
were doing those trainings in person and what we then do is we report it back to a referral source 
so if it came from a local Justice we would let them know this person didn’t show we also let them 
know if they did show.  If it came from Probation they are also a referral source or the DA’s office, 
we would let them know the status of the individual that was referred to the program.  After that, 
we really don’t know sometimes we see them in subsequent panels, sometimes we don’t. 
 
DEZALIA: So, it was a large percentage? Result of internet was they didn’t have access to 
internet. 
 
MASCARENAS:  It is and typically without that is people can’t get their licenses’ back so it 
behooves them to get into that program well, yeah, you’re well aware right? 
 
DEZALIA:  So are we looking at going back to a live meeting? 
 
MASCARENAS: Yeah, I think we will probably in the near future now that the board here has 
allowed this venue to be operational in that we’ll probably do that pretty quickly. 
 
HUGHES:  So we set the restrictions that you mentioned in paragraph two there?  It says, “until 
total restrictions are lifted” are those our restrictions? 
 
MASCARENAS: Yes, the panel is right here in this room so you know, just up until recently we 
kind have restricted use of our facility. 
 
HUGHES:  Gotcha. 
 
GIORDANO:  Anything else for Mike?  Thank you. 
 

***** 
  

The next item on the agenda was the Mental Health Department, with Terri Morse 
reporting as follows: 
 
MORSE:  Good morning and no, I don’t babysit either.  Good morning everyone, how are you 
today?  It’s wonderful to see you all in person, in the old way.  You know I’ve been sharing some 
information with you over the last year about the increase in our services and it has been advised 
to me by my wonderful Board of Supervisor Liaisons, Mr. Giordano and Mr. Hughes that the 
manner which I’ve been providing that information could be improved and this is how you see 
how I’ve done this this month is an improvement but it’s not the end all so I did not do the math 
for you and show you percentages but you know when you look at April 2021 and compare it to 
2020, especially in that crisis line you’ll see that we’re doubled compared to last year and I 
understand that you just had a presentation about opioid overdoses earlier today maybe.  We 
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think there are about 7 opioid overdoses so far in the county this year and what I know of those 
individuals is that they would not be a statistic of crisis services which is concerning to me.  So 
there are people that are not accessing services that maybe if they had we would have saved a 
life.   
I think I’ve been telling you for the last year that 2021 is going to be a hard year for everybody.  
You think it’s hard now in the Public Health arena it was hard in 2020 but 2021 and 2022 are 
going to be mental health and substance abuse crisis years.  So I don’t want to call it.  I don’t want 
to look in my crystal ball and tell you it’s going to come because I believe in the law of attraction 
what you think about, you bring about but I also want to get prepared and we at our agency have 
been preparing.  Can we do better?  Absolutely.  We’re adding staff as much as we can to recruit 
them.  I will tell you we did have somebody turn down a job today because of economics that are, 
I think it’s because of our 10% differential that post 2009, 10% differential probably effected 
recruiting that individual so I say that, because I’m asking you to look at that 10% differential in 
the future.  All I want to tell you is that we’re just doing our best. 
The thing that I love about Essex County is that we collaborate.  My counter parts in other counties 
do not collaborate like Mental Health and DSS are collaborating right now in a program called 
CAPTA and Mike and I were just like, what’s that stand for but we can’t remember what that 
stands for right now but it’s to connect individuals that are involved in CPS cases that there might 
be substance abuse also involved and so we’re collaborating to try to help that person get stronger 
in their role as a parent. We’re collaborating with the Office for the Aging not so much the Mental 
Health Department but some of the Community Services Board partners like St. Joe’s and the 
Mental Health Association that we’re pursuing a grant and if we get it, we will be able to coordinate 
a case manager with the Mental Health Association and a person with the Office for the Aging so 
that they can go out together and help that person.  We’re collaborating with the Public Health 
Department again, partners of the Community Services Board Linda will probably talk a little bit 
more about it but they went out to Wasson Street two weeks ago and helped the people on 
Wasson Street were the highest majority of overdoses are happening in Mineville. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Witherbee. 
 
MORSE:  Witherbee, sorry.  Thank you and so we are trying to provide aide to the people that we 
know need assistance so I want you to know that we know and we’re working together in Essex 
County to help strengthen those individuals in each of your communities so in the future, what I 
would like to do is I would like to do a presentation to update you on what the BRIEF coalition, 
Building Resilience in Essex Families is doing because that coalition is trying to get out ahead of 
this and trying to help because if there’s anything I know about opioid addiction it’s grounded in 
trauma lower case t trauma all those little micro traumas that accumulate so that somebody 
believes that they don’t have the strength to withstand what life inevitable throws at us.  Prevention 
of trauma is not helicopter parenting or snowplow parenting.  It’s not about irradiating trauma.  It’s 
about helping individuals know and learn and provide skills.  Stuff happens and you can handle it 
and we all collectively in this room for your constituents those who we serve, need to help our 
residents become more resilient.  Not pull yourself up by your boot straps.  It’s not about that.  It’s 
about I got what it takes to withstand this situation so we’re all in this together and I hope you will 
join me, join us in helping strengthen our communities and the people in them.   
 
MONTY:  Terri I want to thank you.  I think you’re spot on with your analysis.  In my conversation 
with parents throughout the county and in most communities, it’s seems like there is a concern 
with the kids and I know BRIEF is a wonderful thing.  You know I buy into it and I believe in it 
tenfold and maybe this isn’t the right place to ask this, maybe this is a conversation that you and 
I need to have outside but do you think our schools are doing enough in recognizing enough with 
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these kids in getting them to the right places to help with this?  The concern from the parents I 
talked to is that they don’t believe they are. 
 
MORSE:  Right.  So what I can tell you is that Doug Terbeek’s PMA that he did, don’t quote me 
on this number but I believe 80% of kids maybe 84% of kids know what to do if one of their friends 
is struggling.  84% that’s a high number so kids know what to do according to the assessment but 
to answer your question Jim in BRIEF we have working groups and one of the working groups is 
called SCOUT, short for School Outreach so one of the things that BRIEF is doing is looking at 
systemic issues.  BRIEF is not a provider.  It’s a group of people coming together to look at, how 
can we do better?  Where are our pitfalls?  Where are our gaps? And what do we need to do 
systemically to make it better?  This is going to take two generations. 
 
MONTY:  You hit the nail on the head. We are not getting over it this year and I don’t think we’re 
getting over it in 2022. 
 
MORSE:  Correct. 
 
MONTY:  This is something that Covid has driven more extensively than it was in the past.  Kids 
are feeling isolated.  Kids are feeling alone.  The quicker we can get back to our new normal is I 
think is going to help but that’s where, I mean if you look at like you said the overdoses if you 
really dug into it granted there is going to be some family history and stuff like this but I bet you if 
you dug into it, it’s a lot about being alone, about being isolated.  Thank you. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Just to follow up, I mean, most of these overdoses unfortunately that I’m aware 
of are not teens.  These are people in their 30’s, their 40’s last night’s 60.  So, maybe the young 
people do get it better than the older.  Just a quick question, an overdose, so there’s an overdose 
individual is transported to the hospital – 
 
MORSE: You mean an overdose of not death? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Drug overdose and they live.  Where does it go from that point?  Is Mental Health 
notified?  Who is notified to do a follow up?  Is there any intervention whatsoever from any agency 
or is the individual just released from the hospital and that’s the end of it? 
 
MORSE:  So my answer to your question is remember you’ve heard us, us meaning Sheriff 
Reynolds and myself talk about LEMRS, Law Enforcement Mental Health Referral system? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes. 
 
MORSE:  We received a notification.  If law enforcement was involved in that situation or 911 they 
will make a referral to the LEMRS program and so then, if it’s an overdose the Mental Health 
Association, Essex County Mental Health and St. Joe’s will collaborate on what is the most 
appropriate step to engage that individual into the proper resources. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So the ambulance is called, the police are involved then it’s referred to Mental 
Health and then they follow up on it immediately or is it let’s wait two or three weeks and see? 
 
MORSE:  No if it happens by noon of the following business day so if something happens on a 
Friday by noon of Monday we coordinate and create a plan for engagement.  Usually it’s a phone 
call to start. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  Good to hear.  Thank you. 
 
MORSE:  Your welcome.   The system is changing but here’s the thing I will comment Tom on 
your first statement.  Is that at one time, those adults were kids and we want to give kids more 
resilience, more the ability to deal with what’s going on at home, what’s going on otherwise so 
that when they become adults they have more resources to draw upon internally. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I understand the position.  I mean everybody is doing what they can do in trying 
to work around the laws that are in place today.  This problem, I’ve been in office over 30 years 
I’ve never seen the world, in my community or this county in the position that it is in today and it’s 
horrible. 
 
MORSE:  My husband and I were watching t.v. this weekend and we both said, why does it seem 
like everything we watch on t.v. there are drugs or alcohol? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Because there are no consequences for illegal activity anymore.  That’s it in a 
nutshell, okay?  There’s no consequences.  I can break into your house tonight and they will 
arraign me, not even arraign me they will give me an appearance ticket so that’s the problem in 
my opinion in the world that we live in today.   
 
MORSE:  Well, I live in a little bit of a dream world too so I would like to raise a population of 
people that have access to drugs but chose not to use them. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I lived in a dream world also until I saw the reality of all the deaths that are 
occurring in my community.  That dream world is now gone. 
 
MORSE: And we have many years to turn this around.  It’s going to take a long time. 
 
PALMER:  But we don’t today so let’s go on with the resolutions. 
 
MORSE:  So I have a resolution for a contract with St. Joseph’s Addiction Treatment & Recovery 
Center for up to $9,000.00, to utilize for building resilience. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH ST. JOSEPH’S ADDICTION TREATMENT AND RECOVERY 
CENTER AND THE ESSEX COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT IN AN AMOUNT UP 
TO $9,000.00, FOR BUILDING RESILIENCE.  Monty, Wilson 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All in favor, anyone opposed – so carried. 
 
MORSE:  Another resolution for $78,132.68, receiving funds for an FCC grant that allows us to 
obtain reimbursement from the beginning of Covid for expenses related to tele-health. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR AN 
FCC GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $78,132.68, FOR EXPENSES RELATED TO TELE-
HEALTH.  Monty, Hughes 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All in favor, anyone opposed – so carried. 
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MORSE:  We are also applying for a $5,000 grant to Walmart to purchase new tables and chairs 
for our conference room because we have new carpet, the squares carpet and our current 
structure like when you slide it around, it could lift those up so we want to get casters on tables. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR A 
$5,000.00 GRANT FROM WALMART FOR THE PURCHASE OF TABLES, CHAIRS AND 
SHED.  Monty, Rand 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All in favor, anyone opposed – so carried. 
 
MORSE: Thank you.  I appreciate the extra time today. 
 
GIORDANO:  I know I tend to let things evolve in conversation I get criticized for that at the town 
level too but I just, the topic that came up even with Mr. Mascarenas and even with the youth 
programs, just the creativity that it takes at this board level and with all the department heads and  
try to solve these problems, it would great if there was another forum at which we could have 
some dialogue because I sit on the BRIEF coalition and I know every one of you sit on different 
committees and sub-committees and task force but often times, there’s so much information to 
internalize and then figure out how to take that and take some action with it and I’m just throwing 
this out there but maybe there could be some discussion about some other forum and obviously 
the Department of Human Services has done a great job with the opioid and heroin epidemic in 
creating ECHO and obviously the creation of BRIEF which is the brain child of both Terri and 
Linda and others but it seems like what Covid has shared with us over the last year is that there 
is so much more than meets the eye no matter what we’re dealing with and having discussions 
outside of a routine committee might be really worthwhile engagement just to try and really tackle 
this really complicated and try to solve in every one of our towns and certainly have some of the 
discussion on some of the topics that were brought up in our recent recruitment and retention task 
force that Mr. Rand is now chairing that speak to some of the underlying issues that are more 
than just the objective analysis of changing you know, wage rate schedules or offering day care 
and things like that it really comes down to foundational elements of our communities, the families 
and how to help them.  We can’t solve everything from a systems standpoint but we certainly can 
help to dialogue some of the changes that have taken place over the last 50, 60 years.  With that, 
we’ll move onto Linda Beers, though I take it is probably not babysitting either these days. 
 

***** 
  

The next item on the agenda was the Public Health Department, with Linda Beers 
reporting as follows: 
 
BEERS:  No babysitting.  I babysat enough.  Good morning.  I have several resolutions so I think 
we’ll get to them first and then I’ll go over my report and highlight some areas and we’ll move on.  
The first one I have is a resolution adopting and reviewing revised policies and procedures.  This 
is from our PAC meeting.  Dr. Celotti has already signed off on these. We do these quarterly. 
 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING AND APPROVING THE REVISED POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
AND QUARTERLY REPORTS FOR THE HOME HEALTH SERVICES AND APPROVED BY 
THE PAC ON 6/1/2021.  Scozzafava, Merrihew 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All in favor, anyone opposed – so carried. 
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BEERS:  Next one is the Public Health Department accepting award from NACCO Medical 
Reserve Corp to support the services to coordinate the Essex County MRC, an award of $10,000. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$10,000.00, NACCO MEDICAL RESERVE CORP. AWARD.  Monty, Hughes 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All in favor, anyone opposed – so carried. 
 
BEERS:  I would like to also remind you all and if Shaun hasn’t said it yet, on June 28, it’s a 
Monday we are going to celebrate our MRC. We have invited them here and Senator Stec is 
coming. We are having a tent put up and we are going to do a reception for all the MRC people 
who, without them we would not have vaccinated over 5,000 people.  Our staff is six, full time 
people that is what the Essex County Health Department consists of and 1.5 FTE’s of Covid grant 
people but it was true it’s through the MRC that we were able to lift all the vaccinations and 
continue to do that.  Thanks.  So you’re all invited, please attend. 
Moving on, next one is to request and accept a sponsorship from the Blue Cross/Blue Shield a 
Community Health Award to increase access to opportunities for physical activities in the amount 
of $2,500.00. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR AND 
ACCEPT A COMMUNITY HEALTH AWARD IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,500.00, FROM BLUE 
CROSS/BLUE SHIELD TO INCREASE ACCESS TO OPPORTUNITIES FOR PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITIES.  Monty, Hughes 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All in favor, anyone opposed – so carried. 
 
BEERS:  A resolution to update the Essex County Lactation Accommodation Policy to reflect 
current New York State Department of Labor guidelines.  We have this, there’s been a couple of 
tweaking’s, we updated the policy and they’ll update the policy throughout the county on that. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE ESSEX COUNTY LACTATION 
ACCOMMODATION POLICY AND PLACING IT ON FILE.  Hughes, Rand 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All in favor, anyone opposed – so carried. 
 
BEERS:  Alright, I believe that’s everything for my resolutions so I’ll go quickly to my report.  
Twelve days’ people, twelve days Covid free and we have one case as of last week.  Wednesday 
we needed we wanted to set a bench mark.  President Biden said by the 4th of July he would like 
to see 70% of the United States with their first dose of vaccine or Johnson and Johnson 
completely done.  Essex County needed 184 vaccinated people to hit that 70 mark as of last 
Wednesday.  I know we vaccinated over 80 children and we were at Lake Placid, I was at Lake 
Placid Brewery with Jay Rand outside vaccinating people this Saturday you know that number 
will increase and I will look forward to reporting that out to you but I have no doubt we will crush 
that goal before the 4th of July so that’s pretty exciting news.  One thing in reference to what Terri 
was talking about and talking about organizations I feel kind of disbanded and again that happens 
when we don’t have money and grant driven things so I’m meeting with SPARK which is the 
Clinton County organization that has been very, very strong has lots of great programs and we 
are going to resurrect Essex County Heroin Opioid collation bringing a variety of partners back 
together from both counties and safe best practices and also using grants across the region not 
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just in our own county to perhaps to work on that problem and go forward in moving toward 
solutions which many are them are home reduction and lots of things. With that being said, I’m 
going to touch on Wasson Street.  Wasson Street came up through an email.  I seal death 
certificates.  I was aware of that. We did not approach Wasson Street with anything to do with 
opioids necessarily we literally went there as a building resiliency for the six WIC families we have 
and three families we have in early Intervention.  Did we happen to bring along St. Joe’s who has 
Narcan kits?  We did and we administered 24 of those kits that day people came to them.  That’s 
24 possible OD’s that we abide the time until those people change their mind and that recovery 
is the answer.  It was really an amazing thing but also great importance is we gave away 150 lbs. 
of food that day. We gave away cases and cases of diapers, cases of formula and clothing so it 
was building resiliency in our community. We sat up straight up on the street and someone on 
Wasson Street, it was a WIC recipient who said, yeah, come on over to my house.  It was truly 
amazing.  We saw about 45 people who live on a very small street, they just came out and they 
were thrilled, the quotes were, “I’m so grateful you’re here, we thought people forgot about 
Wasson Street” One woman said, “I lost my children to this street” So, there are lots of things that 
need to be done.  I’m not picking on Wasson Street in anyway.  I wasn’t going to bring it up 
because I didn’t want to call it out but it was said, I can only tell you, there’s lots of Wasson Streets 
throughout our county maybe they aren’t of such prevalence but we hope to be in all of them, 
building resiliency and working with our citizens to make a better place.  And I do believe ECHO 
will have a format in doing that.   
I call your attention quickly to the calendar, all those little dots in yellow are all vaccination clinics 
we attended to, if you wanted to know we’re busy and our rabies clinics have been really big.  We 
did vaccinate 122 animals and 17 people at the same clinic which has been an interesting 
experience.  I will tell you that we’re putting safety sacks because this is also a concern all 
throughout the community with condoms and information on reproductive health. 
I will also tell you that our Home Care Association the CHHA continues to thrive but there is a 
significant home care shortage you know with that and I’m telling you this because recently, just 
to give you an idea how short it is there was a car accident outside of Moriah that involved one of 
our Home Health aides that had another person in it and at one flick, two people were down and 
it effected ten people that couldn’t get services because of a car accident and there was nobody 
else to replace them.  It just shows you how we really are, really sitting in a tempered place right 
now and it could tip either way so I think I brought up to you before, WIC families and the wonderful 
job they are doing about reducing stereotypes and I can’t say enough about the time line.  If you 
want to ever remember where we came and where we are just ask Andrea Whitmarsh who has 
continued the timeline.  If you want the dates or if you ever want to know when the regulations 
changed keep hold of this timeline, it will tell you when we did this law, when we did that law, 
when we went to no masks, when we went to masks.  I think it might be something in a time 
capsule later on but we continue to make gains.  Our department works a lot on guidance now so 
I do tell you this, if you’re doing any large scale event in your town or any of your organizations 
it’s still the regulation, you have to notify the local health department.  There’s a whole page on 
our website whatever facility it is has to fill out a form.  I’m going to tell you it’s not my permission 
I’m granting I’m just granting that you read the forms that’s what that says, that’s whoever is 
organizing the event knows that Covid is still real and that you need to organize with thoughtful 
purpose so don’t forget to do that.  I know there’s a couple of events that I didn’t have a form on 
it.  I’m going to go back on that. 
 
WILSON:  Will you just refresh my memory on, for outdoor events what’s the size? 
 
BEERS:  Yeah, 500.  You can go over that but then you have to go for a State permit right?  So I 
would recommend highly to stay under that number and it changes again, there’s lots of ways 
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around it so organizations, you’ll see PRIDE parades are happening in places, can you space 
them, can you do those things so I’m saying, be creative. Be thoughtful in your process, fill out 
the form and identify that you’re going to have it.  It’s not not okay to go over it you just have to 
tell the State of New York you’re doing it that’s how other organizations are doing that and I believe 
that if we make the July 1st date with the 70% I think you’re going to see lots of things lifting.  The 
Governor has said if we get to 70% he’s lifting all kinds of regulations so we’re hoping to beat that 
in essence.   
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I want to thank Linda for reaching out to Wasson Street but I also want people 
to know that Wasson Street when I was growing up, was a beautiful area right up until twenty 
years ago, ten years ago, maybe even less.  Wasson Street is an area where there is low income 
housing available and there’s a lot of absentee landlords.  Many of those houses on Wasson 
Street that low income moved into where we are dealing with these different issues were 
purchased right here through county tax sales.  I’ve been provided county records.  I’ve brought 
it up numerous times at the county.  The town board to their credit, myself, the community we’re 
not burying our heads in the sand trying to pretend that this problem doesn’t exist because we 
know it’s a problem in our community and I’m sure it’s a problem in other communities but we’re 
trying to address this the best we can.  There’s a lot of Wasson’s Streets in the Town of Moriah.  
There’s a lot of Wasson Streets I’m sure in this county you’ve got different areas where you’ve 
got the same types of situations that are going on.  The intervention when Linda called me on it 
and asked if they could go in, I didn’t have any issue with it and I still, not that it’s an issue but this 
question begs to be answered.  Please.  Narcan.  If we’re passing out Narcan is that kind of an 
encouragement?  I mean, I don’t understand, I understand that it can saves someone’s life but I 
just don’t get it.  I’m trying to quit smoking, you offer me a pack of Marlboro’s I mean, that’s not 
helping me. 
 
BEERS:  I could have offered you nicotine gum. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Nicotine gum? 
 
BEERS:  And you weren’t smoking.  It’s part reduction. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I’m just trying to understand for my own benefit. 
 
BEERS:  Okay so let me give you an example real quick like Covid. We didn’t have a cure, right?  
No vaccine.  What did we do?  We isolated.  We quarantined.  We steadied the course. We did 
whatever it was that we could do, non-pharmaceutical intervention, something until there was a 
cure so I say, with any addict whoever knows what day they are going to wake up and die would 
be the day that they don’t ever use again so if we can get people to get to that day and not die 
before then, then we saved a life.  I tell you this, a lady came up to us, I don’t know who she was, 
came out on the street on Wasson Street a lovely woman, she was in her 70’s.  She said, I don’t 
do drugs.  I said, I didn’t think you did and she said, but next time they come to my house she 
asked for a Narcan kit, she went over to the van St. Joe’s and got all trained up.  I was like, that’s 
really cool.  She said, next time they may knock on my door I’m going to help somebody.  So I 
was like, that’s fantastic and she believed that she had possessed that.  It’s really great about 
Wasson Street and her there is at least, I don’t know 15 children, these are little kiddos that all 
came out. Dr. Celotti was there it was his friend, someone who recently passed away on Wasson 
Street.  One of the girls Miranda Adore, her in-laws live on Wasson Street.  There’s nothing bad 
about Wasson Street.  It was a drizzly day and we had the most amazing time so I don’t want to 
paint this glum picture.  There are wonderful souls on that street. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
GIORDANO:  Thanks Linda. Anything else for Linda?  Okay, thank you. 
 

***** 
  

The next item on the agenda was the Office for the Aging, with Krissy Leerkes reporting 
as follows: 
 
LEERKES:  Hello everyone.  So you have my, a few of our newsletters, my packet or my report.  
We are gearing up for Farmer’s Market season so most of you have been contacted by my staff 
or your schools or other community buildings.  We will do the same thing drive thru, as we did last 
year it was very successful.  You know, an easy lift so we anticipate those to be rolled out in early 
July.   
We just, this morning actually received our fifty container gardens.  It’s been an initiative that we 
have had for many, many years and these are container gardens that we deliver to older adults 
so that way they can still maintain a garden if you will despite what they have for land or what 
their health is so those will be delivered this week. 
We are rolling out, I’ve talked many times about our creative aging and arts program through 
Lifetime Arts. That is going to be starting in July, the first Wednesday. That will be six weeks in a 
row, where they are paired with a teaching artist for photography. So we have all the cameras, 
we have tent spots, a few have been filled so anyone interested give us a call we’ll get them all 
the materials and another initiative that we are working with, myself and the New York State Office 
for the Aging and our Association on Aging in New York is they partnered with a company called 
Debt setup and it’s an online learning platform for older adults and NYSOFA has actually 
purchased a lot, 50,000 classes that older adults can go on and they range in a wide variety of 
courses so they can go on put in the P1 code and they will be completely free of charge. 
And then the other thing I just want to touch on before we roll out all the resolutions I have is, 
obviously you guys are fully aware that we fund and Adirondack Community Action Program 
operates the nutrition program which is not just home delivered meals but it those congregate 
sites that have been closed since March of 2020. We’re definitely picking up the pace now to get 
those sites opened hopefully sooner than later due to the year and few months of the close they 
have lost some site managers for many different reasons so they are in the process of recruiting 
so on the back of the packet, the report that I gave you is their site manager job announcement.  
So if you have anybody in your community that is looking for some work I definitely recommend 
that they reach out to the Director of Nutrition which is Rob Alexander. 
So now I have a lot of resolutions and you have two that did not meet the packet but I was assured 
that it would be on your desks. The first one is, this is all funding related so the first is to accept 
$12,574.00 for the ADRC-Covid 19 vaccine access and this is going to be helping to increase 
access to the vaccine typically for home bound individuals but home bound definition has 
definitely been broadly expanded so it’s not just the typical older adult but that person with 
disabilities that can’t get to a vaccine site.  It maybe that they lack transportation, many other 
different areas.  Myself and Linda and her staff have had conversations in regards how to work 
together with this funding and to increase the access.  That’s the first resolution. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$12,574.00, ADRC-COVID 19 VACCINE ACCESS PROGRAM.  Monty, Hughes 
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GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All in favor, opposed – so carried. 
 
LEERKES:  Next one, same concept this is for $6,050.00, for expanding access and this for older 
adults so this is for 60+. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$6,050.00, FOR THE VAC5 OF THE EXPANDING ACCESS TO COVID 19 VACCINE.  Wilson, 
Rand 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All in favor, opposed – so carried. 
 
LEERKES:  The next few are in regards to the American Rescue Plan and they are all tied to our 
different Federal and State funding streams. So the first one is to accept $54,109.00 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$54,109.00, SSC6 OF THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN (TITLE IIIB).  Monty, Merrihew 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All in favor, opposed – so carried. 
 
LEERKES:  The next one is to accept $35,222.00 again for the American Rescue Plan, Title IIC1 
funding which is our nutrition program. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$35,222.00, CMC6 OF THE AMERICAN RESUCE PLAN (TITLE IIC1).  Monty, Hughes 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All in favor, opposed – so carried. 
 
LEERKES:  The next one is to accept $53,802.00 again for the American Rescue Plan for Title 
CII which is tied to our delivered meal program. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$53,802.00, HDC6 OF THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN (TITLE IICII). Monty, Merrihew 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All those in favor, opposed – so carried. 
 
LEERKES:  Next is to accept $6,004.00, tied to our Title IID which is our health promotion 
programs. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF$6,004.00, PHC6 OF THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN (TITLE IIID).  Rand, Monty 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All those in favor, opposed – so carried. 
 
LEERKES:  Next one is to accept $22,124.00, again American Rescue Plan dollars tied to our 
Title IIIE caregiver program. 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
$22,124.00, FCC6 OF THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN (TITLE IIE).  Hughes, Wilson 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All those in favor, opposed – so carried. 
 
LEERKES:  The last two again, I mentioned did not make the packet. They should be on your 
desks.  The first one is permission to hire a grade 6 temporary, full-time position with the grant 
funding that you just approved for me to accept.  The position will end when grant funds are 
completely spent.  We’re estimating approximately a year worth of employment. This person really 
would come into the office and assist staff with more homemaker duties that our staff are having 
to pick up so transportation, shopping, a lot of these tasks typically would be done with volunteers.  
Covid really hit us hard with our volunteer core. We had, prior to Covid we had 8 to 9 volunteers 
for transportation which we could have used 20 to 25 we now have 2. We’ve lost these volunteers 
you know, they are definitely much older and may not feel comfortable with transporting 
individuals. They may have aged out of the program. We had one volunteer pass away so a lot 
of that is being picked up by the staff as well as other job duties this person would pick up. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO HIRE A GRADE 6, TEMPORARY FULL-TIME POSITION IN 
THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING DEPARTMENT, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM GRANT 
FUNDS.  Monty, Merrihew 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All in favor, anyone opposed – so carried. 
 
LEERKES:  And the last one is obviously we are going to have additional staff that’s going to be 
out in the field our goal is to have this person in the field all day every day transporting and doing 
those tasks we need a vehicle to put them in.  So this would be permission to purchase a new, 
and unused four-door mid-size sedan again, to be purchased with the funds that I just put in there.  
I failed, after I printed this out and sent this to Judy I forgot to not to exceed an amount so I looked 
back on some previous bids and I felt that it would be appropriate to be, not to exceed $24,000. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZNG THE PURCHASING AGENT TO PURCHASE A NEW AND 
UNUSED, FOUR-DOOR, MIDSIZE SEDAN FOR THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
DEPARTMENT IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $24,000.00, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM 
GRANT FUNDS.  Scozzafava, Merrihew 
 
GIORDANO:  Discussion?  All in favor, anyone opposed – so carried. 
 
LEERKES:  That is all I have unless anyone has any questions for me. 
 
GIORDANO:  Any questions for Krissy? 
 
MERRIHEW:  You mentioned before that just a while ago you 89 volunteer drivers? 
 
LEERKES:  Eight to nine.  If we had 89, I will tell you what – 
 
MERRIHEW:  That’s why I asked. 
 
LEERKES:  Eight to nine. 
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MERRIHEW:  But still that’s quite a loss of services. 
 
LEERKES:  Absolutely you know even with the 8 or 9 it would vary some if they traveled so we 
would have them consistently through the year we still would be able to meet the need.  We are 
very fortunate that we have some communities that have you know, grass roots programs we 
have other partners but the need is there. 
 
GIORDANO:  Anything else? 
 
PALMER:  I put this on your desks.  It’s just a review of the recovery act give you a chance to 
read it this week on Monday at Finance I should be able to answer anything you may have or any 
questions you may have. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Have any of you heard from any State agency on this particular issue, this grant 
funding or this recovery act funding? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Nothing. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I’m going to reach out to Dan Stec today and have him start trying to figure out why 
the State is being delinquent in getting information out to the localities. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: The Association of Towns, I’ve called they have no information. The only one that 
received their money is the Town of Chesterfield.  (laughter) 
 
BARBER:  We did not. 
 
PALMER: Again just so you understand the process the Federal Government is providing the 
money directly to the State for what they are referring to NEU’s, non-entitlement units that’s any 
population that’s outside of a county I mean, counties are not in that group but anybody with 
50,000 or less in population is put in that any you group which makes you subject to the State’s 
process.  The rule specifically says that if the State receives the money from the Federal 
Government they are supposed to disperse it within 30 days if they don’t disperse it within thirty 
days you’re supposed to have a valid reason for an extension to go beyond the thirty but the 
States are being relied on to develop their own system for transfer over of funds and that’s what 
we have not seen anything of, there’s just nothing. There’s a huge amount of information on the 
Federal site and you certainly, if you were getting the funds from there it’s easy to do because it’s 
a pretty well laid out process. There is nothing showing up for any NEU’s yet that’s given to State’s 
responsibility. 
 
BARBER:  I just want to say I did receive an email saying I was receiving the Covid relief funds 
but it was actually somebody who was trying to hack. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  He called me and I said open it. 
 
PALMER:  Yeah, there you go, best advice ever.  Don’t open it. 
 
MONTY:  I received that same email and I think it’s looking to provide a service for you for that 
money.  Joe, I would like to offer first off a resolution of appreciation to Kathy LeClair who recently 
retired from DPW. She was a long time county employee and I think it would be appropriate for 
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that also, I would like to offer a resolution of condolence to the family, the Kim Matthews family.  
Her son recently passed away having a heart transplant and had some issues, very young man.  
Kim constantly is here when we need her playing the bagpipes for every event that we had and I 
think it would be appropriate for us to send a resolution of condolence. 
 
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO KATHY LECLAIR UPON HER RETIREMENT FROM 
ESSEX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.  Monty, unanimous 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF THOMAS MATTHEWS.  Monty, 
unanimous 
 
BARBER: I would like to pass a resolution to the family of Gilbert Liberty Sr. who passed away on 
May 20 at the age of 82.  Gilbert was community oriented.  Served as a member of the Keeseville 
Volunteer Fire Department, the Elks Lodge, Knights of Columbus, VFW, American Legion, the 
Keeseville Senior Citizen Club, Gilbert also served as a councilman for the Town of Chesterfield 
from 1972 to 1987. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF GILBERT LIBERTY, SR.  Scozzafava, 
unanimous 
 
GIORDANO:  Anyone else?  Okay, I guess we’ll adjourn.  Thank you. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Human Services committee it was 
adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judith Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


