
 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Monday, August 9, 2021 - 10:00 AM  

 
 
Ike Tyler, Chairperson 
Roy Holzer, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Gillilland called this Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Meeting to order at 
10:20 am with the following Supervisors in attendance: Clayton Barber, Robin DeLoria, Stephanie 
DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, Joe Giordano, Charlie Harrington, Ken Hughes, Jim Monty, Jay Rand, 
Tom Scozzafava, Jeff Subra, Joe Pete Wilson and Davina Winemiller. Roy Holzer and Ike Tyler 
had been previously excused. Steve McNally and Noel Merrihew were absent. Town of Jay is 
vacant. 

 
Department Heads present: Dan Palmer, and Jim Dougan. Dan Manning was absent. Anna 
Reynolds had been previously excused 
 
Deputies present: Dina Garvey   
 
Also present: Jody Olcott - IDA, Mary Jane Lawrence - ROOST, and Aurora McCaffery - Essex 
County Historian. Jim McKenna had been previously excused. James Seeley - Cornell 
Cooperative Extension and Bruce Misarski - Housing Assistance Program were absent. 
 
GILLILLAND: So, we’ll go ahead and bring Economic Development to order. Mr. Tyler had to 
leave for a medical appointment, Mr. Holzer is not here, so I am stepping in as Chair of the 
Economic Development, this is not a coup.  
So, we’ll start with Industrial Development.  
 

********************** 
 

The first item on the agenda was Industrial Development was Jody Olcott reporting as 
follows: 

 
OLCOTT: Good morning, sent you the normal report. The project on the table this month is the 
North Country School project. I’ll give you a brief summary on it, great project, going through the 
Essex County Capital Resource Corporation, requesting $13 million in bond financing and the 
CRC, which is a joint arm of the IDA approved. We had a public hearing last month. It’s a good 
project. A lot of investment up there, a lot of job retention. Any questions about the project?  
 
GILLILLAND: So, the resolution is to approve? Moved by Mr. Monty and a second? Second by 
Mr. Rand 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE BY THE ESSEX COUNTY CAPITAL 
RESOURCE CORPORTATION OF CERTAIN TAX-EXEMPT QUALIFIED 501(c)(3) REVENUE 
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BONDS TO FINANCE A PROJECT FOR THE NORTHWOOD SCHOOL IN LAKE PLACID, 
COUNTY OF ESSEX, NEW YORK 
Monty, Rand 
 
GILLILLAND: Discussion? Being none, all in favor? Opposed? Carries. 
 
OLCOTT: The only other thing I wanted to mention is I sent everybody, all the lake front 
communities and schools the packet for the Champlain Power Project, asking for a resolution of 
support at your next board meetings and I think I’ve talked to all of you to make sure you’re 
comfortable with it, that I don’t need to give a presentation. I kind of sent you a packet of 
information to give to your Board. I can come to your board meetings if you want me to do a dog 
and pony show, if you’re comfortable with it then hopefully your board is comfortable with it and 
you can send a resolution of support. We’ll come back to the Board of Supervisors, I think in 
September, because we still haven’t talked about, you know the County portion of this, which is 
the sales tax exemption and the mortgage recording tax abatement and so once all of the 
communities that are affected have approved it then we’ll come back and discuss it at your level, 
as a County.  
 
GILLILLAND: Any other questions for Industrial Development?  
 
OLCOTT: Alright, thanks.  
 

*************************** 
 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Community Resources with Anna Reynolds having been 
previously excused. 
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Historian, Aurora McCaffrey reporting as follows: 
 
MCCAFFREY: Good morning, so you have my full report. I’ll just, going to note a couple of quick 
things. Our programs are underway. We’ve have three film showings so far and they were 
successful and then our lecture series will begin this week, this Thursday with Don Hay speaking 
on Atlantic Salmon. Lectures and films will run weekly now through the season.  
We had a very nice gathering celebration for a Woman’s View, this last weekend and that was 
with the artist and the curator. 
And we also had the Champlain Valley Suffrage Centennial Auto Tour stop in and visit the 
Suffrage exhibit, that was Saturday.  
I did give you a list of our upcoming programs, films and lectures, it is in my report.  
And lastly, the outdoor sculpture by Randi Renate is completed and the title is, Blue is the 
Atmospheric Refraction I See You Through and we will have an event, Friday, a reception to 
celebrate that opening and all are welcome and that is all I have today.  
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GILLILLAND: Thank you, Aurora. Any questions for the Historian? Thank you so much.  
 
MCCAFFREY: Thank you 
 
 

**************************** 
 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Cornell Cooperative Extension, with James Seeley 
absent and no report given. 
 
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item was the Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism (ROOST), with Mary Jane 
Lawrence reporting as follows: 
 
LAWRENCE: Good morning, no Jim.  
 
PALMER: No Jim  
 
LAWRENCE: Vacation, wedding, daughter’s.  
 
GILLILLAND: Always something.  
 
LAWRENCE: No kidding, happy Monday.  
So, I have a couple updates. In regards to fall, we’re currently starting today, flipping all of our 
websites to fall. So, the fall theme and we’re starting to promote fall, now and early winter, if you 
can believe that.  
In regards to our messaging, we have, are going to be starting a campaign that is a little bit more 
direct. As you know, we have had the Politely Adirondack Campaign, since Covid has started in 
March of 2020, which is, you know, please wear masks, please social distance, and so our 
messaging is changing to come vaccinated, thank you and wear a mask inside, thank you. So, 
we’re going to be using our Politely Adirondack animals. They’re just going to be a little bit more 
direct with the light thank you on the end and that campaign is going to start this week. We have 
Dan Cash, who’s our senior designer, who hand drew all the Adirondack animals is working on 
updating the animals.  
We also, as you all know, our last year of the Ironman contract was this year in 2021. We did 
extend that contract for one year and during that year we’re working on really figuring out a couple 
of things to balance the community and the events in our region. So, we have created, well, 
excuse me, we’re in the process of creating an Ironman Task Force with community members. 
So, it will be the Town of North Elba, the Town of Keene, the Town of Jay and the Town of 
Wilmington and we’ll have all representation on that Task Force. It’s going to start in September 
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and we’re looking to end it in December. We also have Grant Frasier who was the one that 
originated the Ironman in our region and he’s going to help us, as kind of a consultant on what 
will work and what won’t work and how we should be navigating through this. So, that’s definitely 
on our plate.  
We’re always working to increase our email list. That’s obviously how we communicate regularly 
with our traveler, so we’re doing an in market campaign. So, you’ll see throughout our regions, 
there’s popups with enter to win, there’s posters and table tents to get people to enter to win with 
their email and you can only enter once by the way. So, you only get one email to enter. Not that 
you’re all going to be entering, but just in case.  
We’re also working with the Adirondack Rail Trail on readiness to understand what parts of the 
trail’s going to be ready for snowmobiling to start promoting that for the winter.  
We met with the Adirondack Hub Committee to talk about how we can heighten their brand 
awareness. As you know they used to be the Schroon Lake Region, we changed it to the 
Adirondack Hub Region and then we went into Covid, so there was a little bit of a lull and we’re 
seeing that we really need to heighten that awareness, so we’re doing that with the Committee. 
Pole banners and posters and banners on our website and etc. So, we’re focused on that and 
thank you to all the Committee members who have been participating in that.  
Let’s, in regards to Adirondack Frontier, there is the travel tourism grant that is $750 million grant 
through the Economic Development, the EDA, that we don’t know that much about, but we know 
that there is a possibility that that maybe something that we can work towards the Adirondack, 
the Frontier Town, but we don’t know that much about it, but that’s on our radar. There’s a seminar 
on the 11th of this month, so we’ll know more about that then.  
We’re promoting the Bike Fest and Whiteface Region. That’s Labor Day weekend.  
And lastly, we are working with Air DNA and we’re trying to determine in more detail the short 
terms rentals and where they are in our region. So, that should help us when we’re distributing 
the CTEF funds, better distribute that short-term rental. So, right now it’s, you know, all lumped 
together, we can’t determine. So, we would use where the occupancy tax is collected to distribute 
the short term rental occupancy. Does that make sense?  
 
PALMER: Sort of  
 
LAWRENCE: Did I really make that very confusing? Can you help me, Dan?  
So, anyhow, the goal is to better understand where the short term rentals are in our region and 
the money that’s been collected in each of the towns from short term rentals.  
 
WILSON: I just have a quick question, so would the town be able to work backwards from that to 
kind of figure out how many AirBnB operations are in our town or can we get ahold of that?  
 
PALMER: You can get that from the Treasurer’s.  
 
WILSON: Oh, okay, thanks.  
 
PALMER: For those registered individuals we can produce a list.  
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WILSON: Thank you 
 
LAWRENCE: And last, but not least is we have the hiker’s shuttle that we designed a wrap for 
and it was just finished being wrapped by Yikes Graphics in Plattsburgh and it’s out in the lawn 
and it’s, it looks very cool. So, we’re hoping you’ll all go out and take a look and if you so desire, 
we would certainly like to take a picture of everybody in front of the hiker shuttle.  
Any questions?  
 
GILLILLAND: On the hiker shuttle, too, I just want to say, DEC’s going to releasing a press 
release, fairly soon on the whole hiker shuttle program and stuff and when they’re going to start 
and the program and where the information’s going to be available.  
 
LAWRENCE: And we’ll be promoting that, as well through all of our preferred platforms. I think it 
starts August 21st, through Columbus Day and it’s just weekends; correct?  
 
GILLILLAND: Yeah, just weekends.  
 
LAWRENCE: That’s it.  
 
GILLILLAND: Any questions for ROOST?  
 
LAWRENCE: Thank you.  
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item was the Housing Assistance Program with Bruce Misarski absent and no 
report given. 
 
GILLILLAND: I don’t see Bruce, so anything more to come before Economic Development? 
Alright, we are adjourned.   
 
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 10:35 AM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board 


