
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday, July 6, 2021 - 10:00 AM  

 
 
Shaun Gillilland, Chairperson 
James Monty, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Gillilland called this Regular Board Meeting to order at 10:00 am with the following 
Supervisors in attendance: Clayton Barber, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, 
Joseph Giordano, Charlie Harrington, Roy Holzer, Kenneth Hughes, Steve McNally, Jim Monty, 
Noel Merrihew, Jay Rand, Tom Scozzafava, Jeffrey Subra, Ike Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson and Davina 
Winemiller.  Robin DeLoria was previously excused. 
 
Department Heads present: Patty Bashaw, Linda Beers, James Dougan, Judy Garrison, Mike 
Mascarenas, Dave Reynolds and Dan Palmer.  Dan Manning was excused. 
 
Also present:  Daniel Tedford, Max Thwaits, Matt Watts, Josh Meyer and Mike Harris. 
 
Media present:  Sun News, Tim Rowland  
 
 
GILLILLAND:  I call this regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors to order and will you join me 
to the pledge to the flag please.  Thank you.  Roll call please Judy.  Thank you. 
Today we have some guests for a briefing on the Boquet Valley School project.  So we have Josh 
Meyer, Boquet Valley School Superintendent and Mike Harris, the architect.  Gentlemen, the floor 
is yours. 
 
MEYER:  Thank you for having us here today.  I just gave you our most recent newsletter that 
went out to the community about a month ago now just to give you something in your hand to 
take a look at. So I’m here with Mike Harris the architect on this project and since the merger 
we’ve been very interested in looking at a new school building in a location other than our existing 
campus’s due to really not enough space on either campus to accommodate what we’re looking 
to do.  One of the main reasons when you look at the buildings and you say, why can’t you just 
add to one building or add to another building we run into issues with field spacing, not enough to 
accommodate all of our athletic teams and things like that and we have some very old bus garages 
and some issues with our current facilities.  In that the website does talk a little more about why 
specifically on this project but we are looking to do this project and we are interested in the county 
property at the Thrall Dam, about 100 acres of that property and I’m going to turn it over to Mike 
Harris and he is going to walk you through specifically where on that parcel we are looking and a 
little information about the building and then we can turn it over to you if you have any questions 
for us.  
 
HARRIS:  So what we would like to present to you this morning is the overall site planning we put 
together to support the program and the school’s endeavor to pursue.  Talk a little bit about the 
boundaries of the site, the schedule that we are working along.  I have included the building’s 
floor plans just in case there is an interest and how the facility is being planned out. Of course, 
everybody is familiar with the Thrall Dam site where number 7 is that’s the intersection of 9 & 10, 
with Lewis just North. That’s kind of the area that we’re looking at and actually just below the 7, 
to the left of the T in Thrall there’s kind of a spotted screen, that’s the existing gavel parking area 
that’s there now if you come off highway 9 and that pretty much establishes the southern boundary 
of the site that we’re looking at. From that point to the south, in that general vicinity is probably 
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the flattest area in the park and then it starts to climb up the hill northward toward where #7 is.   
The original conceptual site plan we put together right here, you can see the boundaries we can 
show you which is actually a survey on the next site, the dark line was our initial intention of the 
property that fit the program well and this school building is the blue mass to the left of the center, 
you can see the road map where it comes in, the parking lot to the left of that, of the school would 
be a bus garage with a secondary access point to Route 9. To the East are ball fields and again, 
that’s pretty much flattest swap of land, the area that would take the least development to fit the 
program site.   
The existing trail network is shown in red above and below the perimeter that was outlined 
because the school would actually be located within that trail system, the old lines kind of 
reconnect the trail system around the perimeter of the area that would be developed for the 
school.  The intention would be to develop to clear as little of the property that we would need to 
fit the program and the building and obviously for the leveling of the ball field and such so the 
squiggly dark line that goes around the ball fields and the parking and the building itself, that 
represents about 35 acres the majority of it to be cleared, leveled or otherwise developed.  
Obviously we would leave as much as planting of trees as much as we can for wind buffers and 
for visual buffers as well. 
That particular site is about 100 acres of area that’s enclosed in the dark perimeter line that we 
proposed.  When we get to the next plan what you’ll notice is same developed plan with buildings 
and roads and ball fields but the boundary to the South has been pulled Northwards that is to 
avoid wetlands areas which is defined by that dotted line just below the southern boundary.  It’s 
still 100 acres, we have taken the northern boundary and just pushed it the perimeter of the 
existing property otherwise we would be cutting off kind of trunk of the property and leaving an 
area that is somewhat inaccessible to what the school would intend to develop but obviously that 
is for the county to decide.  So that represents 100 acres and to the south it becomes wet.  To 
the East it becomes wet on the northern projection of that line and it’s rather hilly and a drop off 
in the southern, eastern boundary.  Any questions on the site? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Has the APA done a wetland survey yet? 
 
HARRIS: Actually the ADS is working with us on that, they are putting together the environmental 
statement as well as working with the APA.  APA was advised from day one, with the initial look 
at it and gave us some information from the defined area to the south of that property line is the 
boundary of the wetlands. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you. 
 
HUGHES:  I have a question.  Outside of that squiggly line you spoke of which represents clear 
vs. forest I also think there is a dotted line for a track and field.  So are you planning on expanding 
that area.  Is this track and field part of this project? 
 
HARRIS:  It will be budgetary and driven by the funding sources at the State Ed.  I don’t know 
that it is going to meet the budget at this point when the project goes to vote but in the future, if 
the district were to develop a track that’s the other level. 
We have been working on the project since last June.  Initially there was another property that we 
were hopeful to procure that kind of fell away and Thrall Dam became available.  It’s gorgeous 
site with a wonderful setting for an Adirondack School obviously in the woods and in the mountains 
inset with nature.  So we’ve extended our schedule.  This is our current schedule which anticipates 
the vote, public referendum in November of this year and we’re kind of on that track right now with 
the development of the environmental impact statement DEC and APA submissions.  We pretty 
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much have the floor plans the program nailed, we’ve had a couple of rounds with administration 
and teachers to discuss how the building will be laid out.  So the next step for the school board, 
well, two steps obviously procure an agreement with the property and then finalizing the funding 
rate with the State Education Department.  We had hoped to be at that point by now but we are 
almost at a standstill down at SED.  As you can see the timeframe voter referendum November, 
the plans for SED permitting would be a year from that, a solid year, design and then look for 
construction initiation in the spring of 2023. 
Just very briefly, if you’re interested, this is the layout of the building and the intent is that we’re 
following a contour line because we’re on a hilly site the shape of the building kind of follows 
contour lines to keep it all level on the main floor and then as you go to the site plan parking to 
the front, ball fields and site amenities to the East and some parking you’ll see on the back side 
of the building.  The interior arrangement is such that the elementary wing is on the left side of 
the building, the eight blocks of classrooms across the front in yellow, administration in the center 
with access to bus drop offs, student entrances on either side then the high school would be to 
the right, the high school – middle school would be to the right of the building as well as the second 
floor above.  Again, the second floor kind of mimicking the first with the exception of the East 
wing. Rather than have a second floor on the East wing there’s actually a ground level floor just 
because of the lay of the land, the way the site drops off. 
 
GILLILLAND:  What is the student population that this building will accommodate? 
 
MEYER:  About 450 students. 
 
HARRIS:  Yes, the student population projection going forward shows it dropping of some but 
maintaining 450 for future development. 
 
MONTY: The current population is 450? 
 
MEYER:  Yes. 
 
HUGHES:  Does this school have a full auditorium and gymnasium? 
 
HARRIS:  Yes, the auditorium is the big block to the left and the gymnasium is the big block to 
the right and the cafeteria is the intermediate block. 
 
MONTY:  Are they going to have a second gymnasium? 
 
MEYER:  What we are looking to do here with the gymnasiums is a very large gym space that 
can be subdivided with removable walls and the purpose for that is we see more value in being 
able to open the entire space that would be a very large space. 
 
MONTY:  So the building will have two full sized gyms, regulation size?  Not like you have over 
here where we send the divider across and it’s final for practicing with the modified teams but 
your JV and Varsity really should practice or play on a full size gymnasium. 
 
HARRIS:  This gym is slightly larger than the gym you’ve got across the street.  It’s a create length 
you would be looking at two full size secondary courts.  We’ve got the track that goes around the 
second floor and that kind of impede on the basket ends of the court. We could accommodate 
two full size courts if we didn’t have the track above where we would have to expand the gym to 
full size.  It’s all possible but I think it all comes down to again, look the level of funding from New 
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York State. 
 
HUGHES:  The bus garage will be on the campus as well? 
 
HARRIS:  Yes, the bus garage is the rectangle area. 
 
HUGHES:  And Boquet Valley owns that building on the corner? 
 
HARRIS:  Yes. 
 
HUGHES: So would you sell that building eventually? 
 
HARRIS:  Yes. 
 
MEYER: If everything moves forward we would be looking to sell the main campus in 
Elizabethtown, the bus garage in Elizabethtown and then the campus in Westport which has a 
bus garage but that’s all one campus. 
I would just say thank you for having us here today.  If you have any other questions and by all 
means you can reach out to me.  My contact information is on the document you have in front of 
you and I will leave a card for you as well and our website is pretty regularly updated.  The 
document you have in front of you, that was a May publication so there’s definitely been some 
updates to that as well but you are seeing the latest and greatest version today.  Any other 
questions?  Alright, thank you very much for having us.   
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you very much gentlemen.  I appreciate it.  We’ll move into resolutions 
please.  
 
RESOLUTION #159 – AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS TO ACCEPT A CAPITAL 
POLL BOOK GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $37,274.47. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. McNally, seconded by Mr. Giordano and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #160 – AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO 
APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT FY2020-21 NEW YORK STATE INTEROPERABLE 
COMMUNICATIOINS (SICG) GRANT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Subra, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #161 – AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOR VARIOUS 
DEPARTMENTS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Barber and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
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ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #162 – AUTHORIZING THE FULL SCALE PHASE OF THE EMS 
CONSOLIDATION PROGRAM BEGINNING JUNE 2021 THROUGH DECEMBER 2024 AND 
FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE MRF GRANT BUDGET MODIFICATION 
UPON THE APPROVAL OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Subra, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
WILSON:  The restructuring fund, is that where the grant money is coming from? 
 
PALMER:  Yes. 
 
WILSON:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND: Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
 
RESOLUTION #163 – AUTHORIZING (i) THE ISSUANCE BY THE ESSEX COUNTY CAPITAL 
RESOURCE CORPORATION (THE “ISSUER”) OF UP TO $19,400,000 AGGREGATE 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT TAX-EXEMPT MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING REVENUE BONDS (89 
GREENWOOD STREET, LLC PROJECT, SERIES 2021 IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
147 (F) OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986,  AS AMENDED (THE “CODE”) IN 
CONNECTION WITH A CERTAIN PROJECT (AS DESCRIBED HEREIN) AND (ii) 
AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (THE 
“AGENCY”) TO PROVIDE CERTAIN FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO THE COMPANY 
(DEFINED HEREIN) WITH RESPECT TO THE PROJECT (AS DESCRIBED HEREIN) 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Rand, seconded by Mr. Holzer and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #164 – DESIGNATING THE REGIONAL OFFICE OF SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 
(ROOST) AND MARY JANE LAWRENCE AS THE TOURISM PROMOTIONAL AGENT FOR 
2021 – I LOVE NEW YORK MATCHING FUNDS PROGRAM. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded by Mr. Holzer and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #165 – AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN ST. JOSEPH’S ADDICTION TREATMENT AND 
RECOVERY CENTER ESSEX COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT IN AN AMOUNT 
NOT TO EXCEED $9,000.00 FOR BUILDING RESILIENCE, UPON THE APPROVAL OF THE 
COUNTY ATTORNEY. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Tyler and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
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NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #166 – AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT AND ESSEX COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR VARIOUS 
GRANTS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Harrington and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #167 – APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE REVISED POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES AND QUARTERLY REPORTS FOR THE HOME HEALTH SERVICES AS 
APPROVED BY THE PAC ON JUNE 1, 2021. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Hughes and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #168 – AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE ESSEX COUNTY 
LACTATION ACCOMMODATION POLICY AND PLACING IT ON FILE. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Subra and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #169 – AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF A GRADE 6, TEMPORARY FULL-TIME 
POSITION IN THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING DEPARTMENT, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM 
GRANT FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. Monty and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #170 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO PURCHASE A NEW 
AND UNUSED FOUR-DOOR, MIDSIZE SEDAN FOR THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING 
DEPARTMENT IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $24,000, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM 
GRANT FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Depo and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #171 – OF APPRECIATION TO KATHY LECLAIR UPON HER RETIREMENT 
FROM THE ESSEX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Wilson, seconded unanimously and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #172 – OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF THOMAS JAMES MATTHEWS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded unanimously and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #173 – OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF GILBERT G. LIBERTY, SR. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Barber, seconded unanimously and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #174 – AUTHORIZING CONTRACT AMENDMENTS/CHANGE ORDERS IN 
VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Winemiller, seconded by Mr. Subra and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
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AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #175 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO PURCHASE A NEW 
AND UNUSED 2022 WESTERN STAR 49X TANDEM AXLE TRUCK FOR THE DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC WORKS IN THE AMOUNT OF $197,600.00 FROM RR CHARLEBOIS INC., WITH 
FUNDS TO COME FROM BUDGETED FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Depo, seconded by Mr. Rand and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #176 – AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS TRANSPORTATION DIVISION TO ADD AN ADDITIOINAL TEMPORARY BUS 
ROUTE IN THE VILLAGE OF LAKE PLACID FOR THE MONTHS OF JULY, AUGUST AND 
SEPTEMBER, 2021. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Rand, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
PALMER: I just want to bring up to you, Jim gave you a hand out in reference to the PILOT project 
that the Village of Lake Placid wants to start with this particular bus run.  It will be a GPS app that 
will be available for that particular bus, individuals would be able to keep track of the bus stops 
and runs based upon a phone app. The cost of this is being borne by the Village.  It’s not an 
additional cost to us but we want you to just be aware because if this works out we may look to 
expand it to the other bus routes as we go along but we want to get some idea based upon this 
PILOT program.  So, again it’s not something that costs or is a cost to us but the Village wants to 
see for themselves how well it works so we’re going to implement that for this particular run. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
 
RESOLUTION #177 – AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS SOLID WASTE DIVISION TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT A DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY GRANT FOR CONSULTANT SERVICES ON 
UPDATING THE ESSEX COUNTY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN IN AN AMOUNT 
NOT TO EXCEED $40,000.00, WHICH INCLUDES A 50% MATCH FROM ESSEX COUNTY. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Subra and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #178 – CANCELING AND WAIVING INTEREST, PENALTIES AND OTHER 
CHARGES PURSUANT TO REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW, SECTION 1182, ON A PIECE OF 
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PROPERTY IN THE TOWN OF LEWIS OWNED BY MILO AND EDITH RAND BEARING TAX 
MAP NO. 46.2-1-15.000. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
RESOLUTION #179 – AUTHORIZING A DEDUCT CHANGE ORDER WITH REALE 
CONSTRUCTION INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $327,350.00 FOR THE PHASE III GULF BROOK 
RESTORATION PROJECT LOCATED IN THE TOWN OF KEENE AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID 
CHANGE ORDER UPON THE APPROVAL OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Monty and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Out of curiosity, this is a substantial deduct what changed? 
 
PALMER:  There wasn’t enough grant money to support those portions of the project that were 
included in the original project so this is just a back off of one of those sections. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
 
RESOLUTION #180 – OF CONGRATULATIONS TO THE BOQUET VALLEY CENTRAL 
SCHOOL VARSITY GIRLS SOFTBALL TEAM FOR WINNING THE 2021 SECTION VII, CLASS 
D CHAMPIONSHIP. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded unanimously and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #181 – AUTHORIZING CONTINUOUS RECRUITMENT OF EMS PER DIEM 
POSITIONS TO BE PAID FROM BUDGETED FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Subra, seconded by Mr. Hughes and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
 
GARRISON:  Resolutions from the floor, from the Public Health Department sole source status to 
Covid-91 saliva testing – product sold and distributed exclusively by Quadrant Biosciences Inc. 
and to enter into a contract with them to fulfill the ELC Reopening of Schools. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Twelve to allow it on the floor please. 
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GARRISON: Yes, we do. 
 
RESOLUTION #182 – AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO ENTER 
INTO AN AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF ESSEX COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT WITH 
QUADRANT BIOSCIENCES INC., (SOLE SOURCE PROVIDER) FOR COVID -19 SALIVA 
TEST PRODUCTS, WITH FUNDS FROM THE ELC REOPENING SCHOOLS GRANT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Subra and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
HUGHES:  Is the grant that was received covering this? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Yes. 
 
PALMER: Yes. This is part of the grant, the one-million, twenty-eight thousand and the State gave 
this grant specifically to local health departments to cover school testing so it’s a pretty important 
part of the program as we move into this because really vulnerable population we have now is 
the younger students who are not vaccinated so this is part of the testing process that will ensure 
that there is a turnaround of testing on a timely basis to make sure that we don’t have outbreaks 
in schools during the upcoming school year. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I think my understanding in talking to Linda was this sole source will allow batches 
of twelve on the salvia test which makes it a lot faster than one test per time. 
 
PALMER: And these salvia tests are much easier to do than the navel tests, all the kids have to 
do is put almost like a lollipop foam in their mouth and swish it around and there’s no, up the nose 
testing that goes on so this is a superior way to get the testing done. 
 
HUGHES:  There’s no local match? 
 
PALMER:  No. 
 
HUGHES:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND: Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
 
GARRISON:  The next one is from the Public Health Department, a resolution authorizing a 
budget amendment in the amount $1,028,947, for an award received from NYSDOH for ELC 
reopening of schools funding to support Covid-19 screening testing program. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Do I have twelve to allow it on the floor please? 
 
GARRISON:  Yes. 
 
RESOLUTION #183 – AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO ACCEPT 
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A GRANT AWARD FROM THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH FOR ELC 
REOPENING SCHOOLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,028,947.00, AND FURTHER AMENDING 
THE 2021 ESSEX COUNTY BUDGET FOR THE SAME. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mr. Hughes and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2886 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      35 votes (DeLoria) 
 
GILLILLAND: Discussion? 
 
WINEMILLER:  I have a question.  Just to clarify, you have on here $900,000 for consulting fees? 
 
PALMER:  Yeah, I’m not exactly sure how Linda planned that $900,000 out but we could offer the 
courtesy of the floor to Linda. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Courtesy of the floor to Linda Beers for questions on this grant. 
 
BEERS:  So, this grant was designed to have this money reserved the $900,000 represents 85% 
pretty much right on the money and that money is all for Covid testing, they made it very, very 
clear in the outlining which I believe is also attached.  There is an acceptance letter which they 
gave us that says 85% of the $1 million dollars has to go towards testing, the testing we put into 
consulting because for laboratory consulting on the testing.  We could have called it lab but we 
wanted to leave it as vague as possible because we might need a budget mod to move that 
money because there is two different types of testing, one is screening the other is symptomatic 
kids at school next year. 
 
WINEMILLER: I just wanted to make sure the money was actually going towards an action. 
 
BEERS:  Totally understood. 
 
WINEMILLER:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion? 
 
PALMER:  Are you ready to request, to go out for that van? 
 
BEERS:  I’m not but thank you. 
 
PALMER:  Part of this will be that we’re looking to buy or purchase a van big enough to actually 
drive to the schools, set up in the parking lot and to be able to do testing within that van so to 
speak so we are going to be coming back to you at some point but we hopefully, can locate 
something it’s difficult to find things but part of this process is to be able to drive the schools and 
do testing at the locations themselves. 
 
WINEMILLER:  So, when you say a van to do the test the kids they would come into like an RV 
or something? 
 
PALMER:  Yes, some kind of a small …. 
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BEERS:  So, what we have now we are using Emergency Services and we need a 4-wheel drive 
truck to pull the trailer and we really found that we can streamline.  This is equally a thing that will 
sustain itself for vaccination not just testing so when we do screening testing 20% of the kids said 
we’ll do that in the gym but when the staff comes back we still have to package the stuff, get it 
ready and then they can use the van for that. We envision that we will go to at least three schools 
a day moving and moving and moving however, if we have an outbreak and there’s a kid that’s 
positive and we always wanted to offer anybody that was in close contact we always wanted to 
offer the ability to get tested we don’t want those kids to be in school to come back but we could 
set up in the parking lot at the schools for this group and say hey, we will be in your parking lot at 
whatever, 4:00 you can bring your student by and one by one they could come into the van and 
we would test them.  We use a trailer right now for it and it’s been working really well it’s just that 
we don’t own it and we have to pull it and my staff are not overly confident packing up this 31-foot 
trailer. 
 
WINEMILLER:  When you say trailer, do you mean like an RV or do you mean like? 
 
PALMER:  That’s what we’re going to get something similar. 
 
WINEMILLER:  What are you using right now? 
 
PALMER:  Emergency Services trailer. 
 
WINEMILLER:  But is it a camper type thing? 
 
BEERS:  No, no it’s a pull behind trailer. I mean it works lovely, it’s a lot for us – 
 
PALMER: Well, it works lovely if it’s not twenty below zero. 
 
BEERS: There you have it.  So these have been tested all over New York State, Health 
Departments own them and they have been really successful so it’s not like it’s an unheard of 
practice. We’re looking at like a sprinter or something like that that you can walk in. We don’t need 
a massive thing but we need cleaning, refrigeration, things like that.  I showed Dan several models 
the next problem will be actually securing any vehicle this time of year. 
 
HUGHES:  Linda are you carrying any professional challenges and conversations about 
vaccinations for children? 
 
BEERS:  Lowering the age? 
 
HUGHES:  Yes.  If that actually does happen will it be for this? 
 
BEERS:  So, let me just tell you this money we didn’t ask for it.  Right? I don’t mean it in any way 
negatively. This is Federal money.  New York State got this chunk and they decided that the best 
way to do it which I think is great, they moved it out to the local health departments to do.  There 
are many options for the State of New York to do this themselves and done a lot of other ways 
but they chose this way.  So that is one of the reasons I really felt strongly, we want to keep it.  If 
this doesn’t come to fruition, if there is no reason to screen kids, if they get vaccinated I would 
hope that they would realign the deliverables but right now the deliverables of this grant are two 
things test, test, test, that’s all there really is and whatever way we need to accomplish that.  So, 
right now there’s no wiggle room to do anything with a million dollars and just so you know, it’s 
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proportionate to the amount of people you have. Clinton County got 2 million, Saratoga got 4 
million I mean, there is a lot of money going into this screening. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
I have a motion I’d like to make from the floor, discussions with Mr. Tyler recently on the path 
forward on the Cornell Building.  As you know, last month you passed a resolution authorizing an 
application going forward for the Cornell Building for funding for the Cornell Building for the 
demolition or replacement.  Mr. Tyler has talked and I have subsequently talked to 
Congresswoman Stefanik’s office and there may be a possibility to also to look at amending that 
request to renovate or replace the building. So, in kind of the discussion of quick pro quo, it was 
before that we might be looking for a local match from private donors based upon the large amount 
of response each of us have seen concerning saving that building.  I discussed with 
Congresswoman’s staff based upon the committee process going through in the infrastructure bill 
which we still don’t know yet whether we will get an infrastructure bill so this could all be dancing 
on the head of a pin but that we could ask to basically allow for myself, the Chairman to execute 
a letter to Congresswoman Stefanik’s office requesting that they amend our initial request to 
renovate or replace.  So I’m asking for a resolution to authorize the Chairman to make that 
amendment in correspondence to Congresswoman Stefanik’s office.   So I need twelve to allow 
it on the floor. 
 
GARRISON: Yes, we do. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you. 
 
RESOLUTION #184 – AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 124 OF MAY 3, 2021, ENTITLED, 
“RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ESSEX COUNTY TO APPLY FOR FEDERAL GRANT 
FUNDING FOR THE NEW ESSEX COUNTY YOUTH AND AGRICULTURAL CENTER 
PROJECT” 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Monty, seconded by Mr. Hughes and adopted. 
  
GILLILLAND: Discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Yes, I think with the amount of public comment that that’s a – we should look at 
the cost of the renovation and I met with Mr. Tyler on Friday and I was here when all this happened 
but I didn’t recall it, in 2005, we had an actual renovation study done of that building and I 
understand these are all by Crawford & Sterns then in 2008, they updated the cost of renovations 
and Schroder River Associates also did a basic report to the board where they had gone in and 
looked at the building in regards to renovation and it said, “the existing conditions in general the 
building appeared to be a sound construction with the exception of the areas noted” and they go 
on to some of the areas that we have our concerns about but is Schroder River Associates are 
they still – they are under contract with us correct? 
 
PALMER:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I don’t know what it would cost, I don’t propose to move something here today 
but maybe Dan could talk to them or Jim and maybe get this updated? 2008, I understand it’s 13 
years old but it may be something worth our while to have them look at it. They are familiar with 
the property and I think it would be a good investment. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Personally I agree with you Mr. Scozzafava but I think also one thing we need to 



Regular Board 
Tuesday, July 6, 2021  13 
 
take a look at in the course of action is we build this building for making it a requirement space.  
Too often we sit there and everybody tries to do the architect on back of the napkin, I think we 
just say, these are the requirements we want to have and now design the build to our 
requirements.  I did, in discussions with Cornell Cooperative Extension the whole thing about 
replace the building came along they requested, assuming we put both Soil and Water and 
Extension back in there which Mr. Tyler advocates, that we say, okay, what do you need?  
Extension would like the offices, programing space, commercial kitchen, greenhouse okay, take 
a look at that.  We can ask Soil and Water what are theirs, hear the requirements, give it to the 
architect and make it happen so we don’t want to end up spending millions of dollars and find out 
the building is too small or doesn’t meet the requirements.  That’s my thought process.  Any further 
discussion? 
 
HARRINGTON:  Yes, there has been a lot of input from the public and in relation to that, college 
structures and libraries are often supported by donors.  This is a golden opportunity for these 
people who are strongly advocating for the renovation of this building to step up.  Do you realize 
that libraries and college facilities that are created by the donations those people, those donors 
are recognized by signage throughout those buildings so this is something I think we should 
promote. 
 
GILLILLAND: I concur.  Thank you.   
 
MONTY:  What’s the revenue drive from Soil and Water and/or Cornell for using our space? 
 
GILLILLAND:  At this point, they are there rent free. 
 
MONTY:  They are rent free?  In both cases, they are rent free? 
 
PALMER:  Yes. 
 
MONTY:  But we are not obligated to provide them space? 
 
GILLILLAND: No. 
 
MONTY:  Because they are an independent. 
 
PALMER:  Well, Soil and Water is slightly different.  Soil and Water is actually a conservation 
district to the county. Soil and Water, if they go to hire somebody they have to go through our 
Personnel office they are actually part of the county as a district per say. Cornell is not.  Cornell 
is a non-for-profit contracted. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion?  All in favor, opposed – carries.  Thank you. Any further 
business to come before this board?  Being none, we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this regular board meeting it was 
adjourned at 10:53 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Judith Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  


