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Shaun Gillilland, Chairman 
James Monty, Vice-Chairman 

 
Chairman Gillilland called this Public Hearing to order at 9:30 a.m. with the following supervisors 
in attendance: Clayton Barber, Robin DeLoria, Derek Doty, Shaun Gillilland, Charles Harrington, 
Roy Holzer, Ken Hughes, Noel Merrihew, Steve McNally, Matthew Stanley, Tom Scozzafava, Joe 
Pete Wilson, Davina Winemiller, Margaret Wood and Mark Wright. Jim Monty and Michael Tyler 
were excused. 
 
Department heads present were:  Judy Garrison and Daniel Palmer.   
 
Deputies present:  Bruce Misarski 
 
 
GILLILLAND: I will call this public hearing to order please and we will go directly to the reading of 
the public hearing notice. 
 
GARRISON:  Essex County Notice of Public Hearing. 
Essex County will hold a public hearing on Monday, July 25, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. at the Board of 
Supervisors Chambers, Essex County Government Center, 7551 Court Street, Elizabethtown, NY 
for the purpose of hearing public comments on the Essex County’s community development 
needs, and to discuss the possible submission of one or more Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) applications for the 2022 program year. 
The CDBG program is administered by the New York State Office of Community Renewal (OCR), 
and will make available to eligible local governments approximately $10 million for the 2022 
program year for housing, economic development, public facilities, public infrastructure, and 
planning activities, with the principal purpose of benefitting low/moderate income persons. Essex 
County is applying for approximately $800,000 in CDBG funds to fund housing rehabilitation and 
homebuyer assistance activities. The hearing will provide further information about the CDBG 
program and will allow for citizen participation in the development of any proposed grant 
applications and/or to provide technical assistance to develop alternate proposals. 
Comments on the CDBG program or proposed project(s) will be received at this time. The hearing 
is being conducted pursuant to Section 570.486, Subpart I of the CFR and in compliance with the 
requirements of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended.   
The Essex County Government Center is accessible to persons with disabilities. If special 

accommodations are needed for persons with disabilities, those with hearing impairments, or 

those in need of translation from English, those individuals should contact Judith Garrison, Clerk 

of the Board at 518-873-3353 at least one week in advance of the hearing date to allow for 

necessary arrangements. Written comments may also be submitted to Judith Garrison, Clerk of 

the Board, Essex County, P.O. Box 217, Elizabethtown, NY  12932 until Wednesday, July 27, 

2022. Dated:  July 7, 2022 

 

GILLILLAND:  Thank you.  Any members of the board or members of the public would like to 

make any comments regarding this public hearing regarding the applications of the CDBG grants?  

Bruce, anything? 
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MISARSKI:  Yes, I’ve got a hand out I would like to give everyone a copy.  I just wanted to hand 

this out, this is just a brief explanation of what the community development block grant funding 

that is available this year.  As you can see the funding applicant is due August 26, so for counties, 

you can apply for up to one-million dollars in CDBG funds also in mobile home replacement those 

you can request up to $1.5 million dollars and that’s mostly because those projects are more 

expensive.  Obviously with $10 million dollars available it’s going to be competitive and so Essex 

County, at this point we are planning on applying for two different activities one would be Housing 

rehabilitation and we’re working right off of the wait list that we have formed over many years so 

it’s pretty long.  People that are getting assistance on that list have been on there like, eight years 

so we’re just slowly working down the list and there’s more people that need it that can get it so 

we will keep applying for those funds and working our way down through the wait list and helping 

those that need housing repair as they apply and then we would also like to apply for the first time 

homebuyer program recognizing that it is a bit difficult in this economic environment to help 

low/moderate income families purchase homes.  We’ve learned from the last couple of years that 

the gap really has grown and so the importance is really helping people, you know we used to be 

able to help folks between twenty and forty thousand dollars in subsidy for a down payment, 

closing costs and then repairs but the gap between what a house cost now and what a 

low/moderate income family can afford is just grown a lot you know, $100,000 is probably more 

than CDBG wants us to subsidize but that’s close to what we need to have families buy houses 

and in some parts of the county that still wouldn’t do it certainly the Lake Placid area, Keene, 

those prices are still probably out of reach for any low/moderate income person it really would 

sustain really, a higher subsidy level than that. 

So we would like to do three units.  We’re thinking three to four units probably the subsidy level 

is going to be up around $80,000, maybe even a little bit more to each family but that’s what it 

takes now.  We want to have low/moderate income folks have the opportunity to buy homes that’s 

really what it takes now so we’re going to do those two applications Housing Rehab and First 

Time Homebuyer Assistance and if there is any other questions? 

 

DELORIA:  The requirements, it states here 70% of the grant funds must be for the principle 

benefit of low/moderate person so where does that other 30% come from?  That person? 

 

MISARSKI:  Our programs will help 100% low/moderate income.  Some programs will do a target 

area and they will apply and they have to meet at least 70% minimum but we will pay 100%.  

Every family that we assist is low/moderate income. 

 

DELORIA: Okay and the applications are available from where and where are they mailed to 

when completed? 

 

MISARSKI:  The applications for assistance, we handle through our office so we can distribute 

them from our office either directly to the applicant or to you and then you can hand them out. 

 

DELORIA:  In my case it’s that one and they would just need to be postmarked by the 26 and 

send it back to your office? 
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MISARSKI:  Well, the application that we’re submitting on the 26th is a large application that goes 

to, that’s the funding request so that one on the 26th.  The application for assistance we accept 

anytime, all year long.  We just put them in on the wait list based on the date they apply. 

 

DELORIA:  How many are on the wait list now? 

 

MISARSKI:  For rehab?  Hundreds. 

 

DELORIA:  Have we’ve gone back to that wait list to see if these people are still waiting? 

 

MISARSKI: We will.  Yes.  There’s hundreds of them that we’ve contacted that passed by but 

these are just the folks that haven’t been contacted yet and there’s probably eight years’ worth of. 

 

DELORIA:  Is it a first come, first serve? 

 

MISARSKI:  Yes. 

 

DELORIA:  Or need base? 

 

MISARSKI: Sort of both certainly if there is any emergency repairs that have to happen we would 

want to move them to the top of the list but generally it’s based by the date, we contact them 

based on the date that they apply. 

 

DELORIA:  Is there an income schedule for us to go by if people reach out to us so that we can 

say, look, okay you do qualify – 

 

MISARSKI:  Yes, there is an income list.  I didn’t bring it with me. 

 

DELORIA: Okay but you could email that? 

 

MISARSKI:  Yes. 

 

SCOZZAFAVA:  Bruce the list goes back like you were saying eight years, I’m just curious what’s 

the average age for the applicants? 

 

MISARSKI: Most of them are eligible, the vast, vast majority of the applicants are above 62 years 

old. 

 

SCOZZAFAVA: Okay thank you.  The younger, you know your circumstances would change. 

 

MISARSKI:   Yeah, you know your income level usually with both parents working puts them a 

little bit over and then when they become social security, retirement age then their incomes make 

them eligible. 

 

SCOZZAFAVA: Right. So on the county land bank, so if, can you do a marriage with the mobile 

homes?  Let’s say the county had a piece of property that had an old dilapidated house sitting on 
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it, nothing we can do with it but tear it down if that property were turned over to your agency could 

that house come down and then you could put a doublewide on that property? 

 

MISARSKI:  We could.  Our mobile home replacement program is specifically for the replacement 

of mobile homes or manufactured homes so it has to be at one on the site and then removed and 

replaced but we can use CDBG and that’s really important part of why we want to keep on 

applying. 

 

SCOZZAFAVA:  But the applicant would have to be living on that property I am assuming? 

 

MISARSKI:  Exactly.  So if we have a property that comes from the land bank either HAPEC or if 

the county wants it to happen, we have one of two things the county can develop that property 

and make it available for sale and we could just subsidize the home buyer so they would get a 

mortgage for whatever they can afford say, $120,000 a year and subsidize say, $80,000, they 

can buy a $200,000 house now.  The other question is can we rehab that house for that cost and 

breakeven at least so the gamble I guess somebody is going to have to make but that’s part of 

the reason why we want this home buyer assistance money to be here so that we can support 

the land bank concept and help a family actually buy one of these houses that becomes available. 

 

SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you. 

 

DOTY:  Bruce, I’m interested in these target area initiatives if you will.  I have an area in North 

Elba where ground water is getting worse by the year and there are a number of senior citizens 

that are fighting water restoration in basements and considerable damage in a couple of them.  

Are there specialized CDBG grants that may be able to help them and again, senior citizens so 

I’m betting these income levels is something I’d like to see so people could qualify. 

 

MISARSKI:  We certainly can. That’s exactly what a target area would be for a specific need that’s 

serving a specific area.  In that case, you know that whole discussion about 70% could even fall 

in where at least 70% of those in that target area are low/mod. We could even help some of those 

that are even over that income limit so all you need is 51% low/mod in that target area and then 

70% of the funds used for low/mod.  You could actually help all of those people low/mod in that 

area and maybe a couple of others. 

 

DOTY:  How would I follow up to get information on that direction? 

 

MISARSKI:  We would work with you and with your community development office.  It’s probably 

late this year for that application since you’ve already got a program running.  Next year would be 

the perfect time to start pulling that together. 

 

DOTY:  Okay, thank you. 

 

GILLILLAND:  Further questions or comments from member of the public?  Alright, thank you very 

much. Thank you Bruce we are adjourned. 

 

 As there was no further business to come before this Public Hearing it was adjourned at 

9:45 a.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

Judith Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  


