
 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Monday, June 13, 2022 - 10:00 AM  

 
 
Ike Tyler, Chairperson 
Roy Holzer, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Tyler called this Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Meeting to order at 10:00 
am with the following Supervisors in attendance: Clayton Barber, Robin DeLoria, Stephanie 
DeZalia, Derek Doty, Shaun Gillilland, Charlie Harrington, Roy Holzer, Ken Hughes, Steve 
McNally, Noel Merrihew, Jim Monty, Tom Scozzafava, Matt Stanley, Ike Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson, 
Davina Winemiller, Meg Wood and Mark Wright.  

 
Department Heads present: Dan Palmer, Mike Mascarenas, and Anna Reynolds  
 
Deputies present: Dina Garvey   
 
Also present: Jody Olcott - IDA, Laurie Davis - Cornell Cooperative Extension, Mary Jane 
Lawrence - ROOST, Bruce Misarski - HAPEC and Holly Aquino. Aurora McCaffery - Essex County 
Historian had been previously excused. 
 
News Media Present: None 
 
TYLER: Economic Development, welcome, today we’ll start with Jody. 
 
 

********************** 
 

The first item on the agenda was Industrial Development with Jody Olcott reporting as 
follows: 
 
OLCOTT: I have nothing additional to add, unless you have questions.  
 
TYLER: Anything for Jody? Thank you 
 
OLCOTT: Have a good day. 
 
 

*************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Community Resources with Anna Reynolds reporting 
as follows: 
 
REYNOLDS: Good morning, so I’ve got two referrals for the Town of Ticonderoga. The first being 
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Pivot Solar 5. It’s a Tier 3, 2.5 MW solar project, going in on 599 Delano Road. It’s a County road, 
County Road 49, so I recommend the letter stating that we will require a Right-of-Way Permit 
through Department of Public Works.  
 
TYLER: Resolution? Mr. Holzer, second? Stephanie.  
 

ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE TOWN OF TICONDEROGA 

 
 The following motion was made by Supervisor Holzer. 
 
 Whereas, the Essex County Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 
referrals at its regular meeting on June 13, 2022. 
 
 REFERRAL       PROPOSED ACTION 
Town of Ticonderoga - Pivot Energy, Gordon Woodcock           Right-of-Way Permit 

     
 Whereas, the referred, proposed action directly impacts a county road or county 
property. 
 
 Be It adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that the project requires a right-
of-way permit from the Essex County Department of Public Works, and then the respective 
referring bodies may take such final action as they deem appropriate. 
 
 This motion was seconded by Supervisor and passed on a vote of 9 in favor, and 
none opposed. 
 
TYLER: Any questions? All in favor? Opposed?  
 
REYNOLDS: The second is a proposal for Studio A, on behalf of the Lakeside Regional Church, 
who are developing a regional church campus in the business district in Ticonderoga on Route 
9N/22. There is no impact to county property for this proposal, so I recommend a no impact letter.  
 
TYLER: Mr. Ken. Second? Roy.  
 

ACTION OF THE ESSEX COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
ON REFERRAL RECEIVED FROM THE TOWN TICONDEROGA 

 
 The following motion was made by Supervisor Hughes. 
 
 Where, the Essex County Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 
referrals at its regular meeting on June 13, 2022. 
 
 REFERRAL       PROPOSED ACTION 
Town of Ticonderoga - Studio A  site plan review   

     
 Whereas, none of the referred, proposed actions does not directly impact a county 
road or county property. 
 
 Be It adopted by the Essex County Planning Board that no recommendation or 
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comment on the said referrals shall be or hereby is made, and the respective referring 
bodies may take such final action as they deem appropriate. 
 
 This motion was seconded by Supervisor Holzer and passed on a vote of 9 in favor, 
and none opposed. 
 
TYLER: All in favor? Opposed?  
 
REYNOLDS: So, Lynn Donaldson of Essex County Community Resources is retiring this month. 
She has been working here for 30+ years, I think she’s at almost 31 years and I’m very emotional 
about it, of course. So, please come to our office, wish her well. She will be here for the next few 
weeks, she retires, officially, her last day will be on the 27th, I believe, plus it will be her birthday, 
as well. So, please come to our office. So, I offer a resolution of appreciation and congratulations 
to Lynn Donaldson for her years of support in Essex County.  
 
TYLER: Mr. Holzer, second?  
 
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION AND CONGRATULATIONS TO LYNN DONALDSON 
UPON HER RETIREMENT FROM THE ESSEX COUNTY COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
DEPARTMENT 
Holzer, unanimous  
 
TYLER: Thank you, anything for Anna?  
 
HOLZER: Anna, we are certainly going to miss Lynn. I actually enjoyed working with Lynn over 
the last couple of years. She’s been a real asset to your department.  
 
REYNOLDS: Absolutely, thank you for saying that.  
 
DEZALIA: I think Lynn’s been an asset to the County, because I think she’s worked in every single 
department in the County.  
 
PALMER: Pretty much.  
 
TYLER: Alright, thank you.  
 
REYNOLDS: Alright, that’s it, unless anyone has any questions about my agenda.  
 
TYLER: Have a good day.  
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Essex County Historian, Aurora McCaffrey having 
been previously excused. 
 
 

**************************** 
 
The next item on the agenda was Cornell Cooperative Extension, with Laurie Davis 
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reporting as follows: 

 
DAVIS: Good morning, I did submit a report, I just wanted to highlight one thing on this report that 
I wanted to make sure you all knew about, it’s our Power Produce Club. It’s been going for a few 
years. I am sure we probably reported on it a couple of times, but I wanted to bring you up to 
speed. This program is run by Cornell Cooperative Extension, but specifically our VISTA 
Volunteers and they go to the Saranac Lake and Lake Placid Farmer’s Markets. They do tasting 
with kids, educational activities, crafts. They give the kids $5.00 to spend at the market and so 
their report from last year is that they’ve given out over $2,700.00 that was just spent at those 2 
markets, that just came from grant funds to help the kids buy produce and the kids were actually 
dragging their parents to the farmers’ markets and a poll at the end said that most of these parents 
would not have gone to the market, otherwise, but they ended going every weekend, spending a 
lot of money, the kids were tasting things like arugula, you know, crazy things that they normally, 
probably wouldn’t have had at home and, you know, say things like, well, the arugula, my tummy 
liked it, but my tongue did not, things like that and they’re really excited about doing it again this 
year. Those VISTA Volunteers came up with double of the money they had last year, so they 
have $5,000.00 this year to give out to these farmers’ markets, or to the kids to spend at the 
markets. They also help by handing out the SNAP tokens at their booth. So, this actually 
decreases the stigma, because normally the SNAP recipients would have to go to a specific place 
where nobody else is around and it’s very clear that their cashing in their SNAP benefits there, 
but here, there’s so much activity going around, there’s kids running around, crafts going on and 
it was an increase in SNAP tokens being used, as well as a program called, the Double Up Food 
Bucks, which I don’t know if you’ve heard of. It was, it’s by the Fair Food Network, which started 
in Detroit, I think it’s in 27 states now, but it allows SNAP recipients, to get another, you know, 
double up. So, if they come with $20.00 in SNAP benefits, they get $40.00 in SNAP benefits. So, 
anyway, that program is going again, definitely in Saranac Lake. I think they’re still trying to figure 
out if Lake Placid is going to be a market that they’ll be able to do. If not, they may end up at the 
E’town market here. Well, anyway, any questions about that? That’s just an exciting thing that we 
just launched, last week for this year.  
 
TYLER; I don’t see any. 
 
DAVIS: Great, thank you. 
 
HUGHES: I have a question, if you’re finished.  
 
DAVIS: I’m finished.  
 
HUGHES: Okay, how is the onboarding with the new Executive Director?  

 
DAVIS: That’s a tricky question, because she started temporarily to be trained, down in Ithaca. 
So, she completed that week. It was a huge success, I heard a lot of great reviews from CCE 
Administration, but then she had to go back and get out of her job. So, she actually doesn’t 
officially start until next Tuesday. So, she will be here the next time. This is my last time around, 
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as interim ED, but she will officially start next Tuesday and I’m very excited about it. She’s a quick 
study, she’s already done a lot for us, even though she hasn’t officially been working. So, you get 
to meet her next month.  
 
HUGHES: Thanks for having stepped in in the transition, as well.  
 
DAVIS: Sure, it’s my pleasure. Any other questions?  
 
TYLER: Thank you 
 
DAVIS: Thank you.  
 

*************************** 
 

 The next item was the Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism (ROOST), with Mary Jane 
Lawrence reporting as follows: 
 
LAWRENCE: Good morning, I have just a couple updates. One is we met with the five towns, last 
week to talk about an in market brochure and some of the other ways that we can help promote 
the traveler moving around the Upper Hudson Recreation Hub, so that’s a great meeting, thank 
you very much for inviting us.  
Also, the guidelines for the DRI should be out in July and we wanted to just take a minute to 
congratulate Ticonderoga on all their hard work. The video was great, it looks like you’re all going 
in the right direction, so congratulations.  
Jim, also wanted to mention that there’s another smaller DRI opportunity coming out and it’s called 
the New York Forward. There’s not a lot of information on it, yet, but the smaller towns should 
definitely be keeping an eye out for that, as will we. So, when that information comes out we will 
certainly share it with everybody.  
I did happen to sit in on a meeting on Recruiting and Retention, what was it? Last Monday? So, 
ROOST is here to help with that process in the marketing for the County. So, you know, we’ll stay 
connected to that and help in any way that we can.  
We’re going to start promoting, more aggressively, the shuttles. That starts in July, July 9th.  
And last, but not least, we just wanted to give you an update on, it’s kind of an antidotal forecast 
for the summer. It seems as if, with all this going on in the world, right now and the economy, 
we’re still looking at a pretty strong summer, tourism industry. So, all things considered, we’re 
excited about that.  
And again, to answer any questions you might have.  
 
GILLILLAND: The New York Forward Grant, I sat in a couple of meetings with the REDC, and it’s 
good information to all towns. There’s not a lot of information on them, yet, but there’s going to 
be, supposedly it’s going to be at the level of a DRI, but most of our towns are not big enough to 
be able to absorb, you know, a DRI level funding in the millions. But, they’re kind of looking for 
partnering between municipalities, so something, you know be keeping in your head, you know, 
sometimes like the five towns, I hate to say that, makes me choke, but you know, the five towns 



Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Committee 
Monday, June  13, 2022  6 
 
kind of organization where you have a partnering of municipalities together and that would help 
and they were talking about up to three towns together. So, just, you know Willsboro, Essex, 
Westport, you know as a lakefront team or something, as an example or something, lakefronts 
and stuff. So, just when this does come out for everybody, think about how you can envision this 
is try to do that and you know, I will say that the Governor is listening to what’s happening, because 
you know, when I hit her up back in January about it, it was, you know that we have a tremendous 
county with a lot of great towns and a lot of good amenities, but what we need is some facelifts. 
So, you know, to increase our curb appeal, so this is the answer to it. So, I would invite you to 
think about it.  
 
TYLER: Thank you, anybody else? We’re all set, MJ.  
 
LAWRENCE: Did I hear someone’s retiring?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: What’s that?  
 
LAWRENCE: Are you retiring? Is that true?  
 
PALMER: Don’t take that to the bank.  
 
HARRINGTON: Yes, the War Canoe Distillery is getting close to having an opening. I’m 
wondering if you have any collaboration with them in regards to that?  
 
LAWRENCE: Actually, to be honest with you, I did reach out to the owner for when he was in 
town, the next time and we did want to connect with him and to be honest with you, I haven’t 
heard from him, but I will reach back out, because it fell off my radar.  
 
HARRINGTON: Okay, I’ll communicate with him, as well.  
 
LAWRENCE: Please do, thank you.  
 
HARRINGTON: Okay.  
 
TYLER: That’s it, kiddo.  
 
LAWRENCE: Thank you, happy Monday.  
 
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item was the Housing Assistance Program with Bruce Misarski reporting as 
follows: 
 
MISARSKI: Hello, good morning, sorry I was a little late with my report, but I hope you got it your 
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mailbox, this morning.  
I just wanted to touch on a couple of things. We’re the sub-recipient for a couple of Essex County 
Community Development Block Grants. We’re just wrapping up our Homebuyer Assistance 
Program which has completed its contract with, we’re going to be returning some of that money, 
because of our difficult real estate market, right now, but that is wrapping up, as well as, our 2019 
Housing Rehab Program. So, we still have a couple other programs, as you can see on the report, 
that are ongoing. Our Mobile Home Replacement Program that is an Essex County Program. But, 
that gets me to this year’s housing funding through different, New York State and Federal sources. 
So, those applications have been announced. CDBG is due on August 26th. So, the Housing 
Assistance Program is interested in applying for the County, again, this year. We need to get the 
application through the County process. So, there’s a couple steps that we need to accomplish 
between now and August and one of them, this year they require the CDBG, that environmental 
review programmatic process is done with the application, rather than after application. So, that 
is something new this year that we need to get through the County process and that includes us 
naming a certifying officer; which is typically the Chief Executive and then identifying the type of 
project that would be for SEQR and then we need to have a public hearing for the application and 
then a resolution to submit the application. So, I’ve submitted some draft resolutions that we need, 
I’m not sure if I should present them, today or?  
 
TYLER: Do you want to start the ball rolling, here?  
 
PALMER: No, not yet. We’re going to hold off.  
 
MISARSKI: Hold up, okay, that sounds good. But, that’s the process going forward that we’ll need 
to do. So, I just wanted to put that out there and any other questions?  
 
MONTY: Yeah, Bruce, since you sent that information out and I posted it on our website and 
Facebook page, I’m up over 25 on the list.  
 
MISARSKI: Awesome.  
 
MONTY: So, the Town of Lewis definitely wants to begin the process.  
 
MISARSKI: Good 
 
DOTY: Bruce, what’s the limit of the grants that you’re looking for in this round? Like will it be a 
million-dollar project?  
 
MISARSKI: At the County level? Well, there’s a couple of things that we would like to continue. 
We’re out of housing rehab dollars, we have a very long housing rehabilitation waiting list. So, we 
need to, would like to apply for those funds. We would like to try again to do our homebuyer 
assistance, these days it costs a lot more to help a low-moderate income family, so we probably, 
the County can apply up to million dollars, or $1.5 million if we’re also doing mobile home 
replacement. So, at this point, we’re really kind of looking at a combination of Mobile Home 
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Replacement, First Time Homebuyer and Housing Rehab within that $1 million-dollar ask.  
 
DOTY: Bruce, I’m still trying to learn how the program works. Like will it work against the County 
because North Elba already has a $500,000.00 program?  
 
MISARSKI: No, not at all.  
 
DOTY: Is it totally separate?  
 
MISARSKI: Yeah, it is totally separate. We’ve got quite a long waitlist for Essex County and we’ve 
got plenty of people on the North Elba waitlist, so the lists don’t compete with each other. The 
applicants will probably, in your town, will get help quicker than if they were sitting on, waiting on 
the County list. So, it will work out for both.  
 
DOTY: Thank you 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Good report by the way. So, the Mobile Home Replacement Program, is that for 
just replacement, in other words, if you have a young family that, you know, is low income, no 
home that they really want to buy something, but there is nothing available, is that an option for 
them or no? It can only be for replacement?  
 
MISARSKI: Yeah, and it’s owner occupied. So, it’s not in a rented lot. It’s got to be owned by the 
occupant, the real estate and the unit’s owned by the occupant and it needs to be dilapidated. So, 
normally these are 1970’s, ’60’s - ‘70’s and at this point a 40-50-year old manufactured home is 
plain just worn out and really not repairable.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I would assume those are $100,000.00+.  
 
MISARSKI: Around $70,000.00 or $80,000.00, but then code requires a frost protected slab, 
permanent foundation for them and then that adds money, and then the demolition costs. You 
know, they all have a little bit asbestos in them that jacks up the cost.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you 
 
TYLER: Anything else?  
 
MONTY: Bruce, wasn’t there a program or do we still have the program where we were helping 
the owners that may own a trailer park, replacing trailers?  
 
MISARSKI: There is funding for, yeah, there are a couple of State funded programs for mobile 
home parks, either owners or owners of units. So, you could purchase through Sonny Mae has a 
financing product for purchasing manufacturing homes, so you don’t have to go to the secondary 
market. The State is subsiding those mortgages, but there is also a program for mobile home park 
owners and it’s mostly for, it’s low income loans for infrastructure, you know if the water and sewer 
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lines need to be replaced and things like that.  
 
MONTY: Did we have one or do we have one at the County?  
 
MISARSKI: No, we don’t. The park owner themselves would be the applicant or we would have 
to work with the park owner and the municipality to make something like that work.  
 
TYLER: Anything else?   
 
DEZALIA: Bruce, in the rental assistance side of business, it looks like out of 335 the majority is 
elderly and disabled, almost like all of them, but says, currently you have 48 individuals with 
vouchers that can’t find housing. Are they living with, what’s the statistics? Are they living with 
relatives or?  
 
MISARSKI: Section 8, right now, they’ve made homeless a category that moves immediately to 
the top of the list. So, we have a number of folks that are issued vouchers, which gives them 60 
days to find a suitable unit and it’s very difficult to find a unit right now, so we have a number of 
people out looking and not finding.  
 
DEZALIA: Okay, thank you.  
 
TYLER: Anybody else? Thank you Bruce.  
 
MISARSKI: Thank you 
 
TYLER: Anything to come before the Committee? I don’t see anything, we’re adjourned.  
 
 
 

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 10:23 AM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board 


