
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday, September 6, 2022 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 
 
Shaun Gillilland, Chairman 
James Monty, Vice-Chairman 
 
Chairman Gillilland called this Regular Board to order at 10:00 a.m. with the following supervisors 
in attendance: Clayton Barber, Robin DeLoria, Stephanie DeZalia, Derek Doty, Shaun Gillilland, 
Charles Harrington, Roy Holzer, Ken Hughes, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, Jim Monty, Tom 
Scozzafava, Matthew Stanley, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson, Davina Winemiller, Meg Wood 
and Mark Wright.   
 
Department heads present were:  Linda Beers, James Dougan, Judy Garrison, Dan Manning, 
Mike Mascarenas, Mike Diskin, David Reynolds and Heather Sheehan.   
 
Also present:  Bill Tansey, Andrea Whitmarsh and Jack Moulton. 
 
New media present:  SUN – Alana Penny. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I will call this meeting of the Board of Supervisors to order and will you join me with 
the pledge of allegiance please.  Thank you very much.  We’ll start with the roll call please.   
 

• Clerk’s note – Mr. Barber arrived after the roll call at 10:05 a.m. 
 
Good morning.  We asked Linda Beers if she wouldn’t mind coming and giving us and update on 
Covid.  I’m sure many of you are as confused as I am as to what’s going on with the new vaccines 
and any kind of protocols going on so I asked her to come and give an update so I give the 
courtesy of the floor to Linda. 
 
BEERS:  Good morning everybody.  Mike and some folks asked us to put this together just to 
give you an update.  So, this is the front sheet, the one that looks like that.  I’m just going to walk 
you through it a little bit.  The omicron variant is the sub lineage BA.5 is currently responsible for 
the majority of Covid.  If you’re looking at the sheet, the teal blue one or the light blue, that’s the 
amount of Covid that there is in the area, in the region now and you can see it’s really over flooded 
with that variant here.  The omicron spreads more easily than earlier variants including the Delta 
variant and the omicron causes less severe illness and death in general.  Omicron can cause 
reinfection, which you are seeing a lot, a lot of people talk about that where once you had delta 
we thought you had a bye for like thirty days or sixty days or even ninety days but not necessarily 
true with this omicron variant.  I’m meeting people who have recovered from Covid who got it 
again now, symptoms are similar to previous variants.  Covid-19 vaccination status, other health 
condition, age and history of prior infections can affect the present and severity of your symptoms.  
So there are new variants, this virus that cause Covid-19 are expected to occur.  The CDC works 
with public health officials to monitor the spread of all variants and provide an estimate of how 
common they are in the nation or at the regional area.  So we do expect that there might be an 
uptick in the fall if that’s when these things come out.  
We want to talk about Covid-19 vaccines which is the little green square.  CDC recommends 
Covid-19 primary series vaccines for everyone 6 months and older. That primary vaccine is either 
a one, two of Pfizer or Moderna and there is some J&J still out there. 
Boosters are recommended for everyone eligible age 5 and older and I’ll give you a little caveat 
to that in a minute and to be considered to date, you would have to receive all your doses of the 
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primary series which would have been two and all your, unless you took J&J, and all your booster 
recommendations for you when you’re eligible.   
So now we’re going to go to the dark blue, it says, new booster coming soon and it’s coming soon 
to us. We pre-ordered this but you should know, I understand it is in the area someone called us 
over the weekend and said it is in Saranac Lake so somebody, a pharmacy could have gotten the 
bivalent before us but we have pre ordered it and we’re getting this as soon as the State puts it 
out.  So the fall outlook, the CDC currently, I’m sorry recently issued a recommendation for 
bivalent Covid-19 vaccines.  It is made by Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna.  Bivalent Covid 
vaccines have the omicron BA.4 and 5 spike protein and it’s added to the original vaccine 
composition.  These new formulations are intended to increase protection against the currently 
circulating strain.  As you can see over there, the Pfizer version is authorized for people, 12 and 
up and Moderna is 18 and up so bivalent vaccines are authorized as a single booster does for 
those who are at least 2 months out from their primary vaccine so that’s probably the biggest thing 
right now.  Just so you know, we are not going to give any booster out any Moderna or Pfizer we 
are waiting.  We have been told to wait for the bivalent so the only Pfizer and Moderna we’ll be 
doing are the original series or if you’re 5 years of age and under 12, because you couldn’t get 
the bivalent.  So, the bivalent we do expect to come the middle of September again, it’s pre 
ordered and I do understand potentially a pharmacy around me might have it already.  Bivalent 
vaccines are arriving soon; we expect to get appointments mid-September. We have a Monday 
clinic that’s busy right now.  Tara Spaulding is vaccinating a bunch of kids right now for back to 
school so that’s that. 
Workplace guidance – Mike had asked us to look into this and so, this is a little different the CDC 
has changed this up.  Layered prevention strategies work best, especially if your own personal 
risk factors place you at a higher risk.  You should look at the community levels are medium or 
high.  Today they were medium, they were low when I left last week on Thursday they flipped and 
Essex County is in the medium.  If Covid-19 cases occur in the workplace, the following strategies 
can be implemented to reduce spread:  encourage employees to stay home when sick.  That’s 
with all illnesses, right?  Flu is riddled through places as well.  If you’re sick, don’t come to work.  
That’s the answer, it’s always been the answer.  Support and encourage employees to stay up to 
date on vaccination including recommended boosters.  Recommend masking for ten days for 
anyone who has been exposed to someone with Covid-19.  So we have this in our office, one of 
our staff’s wife has Covid right now and he said, I haven’t tested positive.  He’s testing every day, 
five days out so he’s masked.  So we recommended that he mask for ten days after his exposure 
and depending on the severity of the outbreak and the level in community spread work sites can 
recommend universal masking indoors or in congregate spaces with an office/area.  Again, this 
is not any of the have to have or must have at this time, these are always best practices.  Ask 
employees to adhere to the recommendations for isolation if they become ill and ensure adequate 
ventilation in the offices and promote/support at home testing when exposure happen.  Also, some 
folks, Ken asked last week and a couple others Max Thwaits is able to get antigen Covid testing 
so if you haven’t reached out to him and you want more in your town buildings you can reach out 
to Max.  He was able to order some specific ones in so we don’t have them, I get them from Max 
but if you need me to, I’m happy to facilitate it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Let me ask a question while you’re on that subject because we still have a lot of 
them left over and I believe the county does also?  I was reading an article in yesterday’s Times 
Union, that don’t throw them out, that there is a website you can go on and they may have not 
expired on the date that they have? 
 
BEERS:  That is correct.  We posted that website.  We emailed everyone that. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  So, because I’ve had people call me and tell me the expiration, can I use this 
test, is it accurate so, yes, they can? 
 
BEERS:  No, they should check the date.  Some are expired. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  You missed my whole point.  They are saying don’t pay attention to the date, 
that that expiration date doesn’t necessarily mean the test isn’t any longer good? 
 
BEERS:  Agreed.  I’m saying that they gave you a website to check the vin number and they will 
tell you whether the expiration has been put out.  We have tests that came out in the very 
beginning, they were extended and they are expired, they are like two years old or whatever so 
there could be some expired.   My recommendation is to look up the number on the back of the 
box on the website and see whether they have been extended.  I wouldn’t want to blankly say 
that every test is good. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The ones the towns received, are they all from the same lot? 
 
BEERS:  The ones we’ve seen, that I’ve seen that Dan had here are all extended and are all still 
good but they are expiring the end of October I believe. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So, right now they are good?  
 
BEERS: I believe so.  I don’t know what lots you have.   
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The same lots you have. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Yeah, the ones that we received Mr. Scozzafava were extended so if you got 
them from us they are likely fine but the way to double check, like Linda is talking about is point 
people to that website, they type in the number on the back and they tell whether it’s good or 
whether it’s not good so if they want to know for sure we can point them to that but likely, they 
have been extended for another couple of months and we will be getting more in.  Like Linda said, 
we asked Max to get a bunch more in with school starting next week we’re guessing there’s’ going 
to be quite a lot of illness going around and the need for testing is probably going to be high so 
we’re definitely going to have those in hand and any community that needs them, let us know. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
BEERS:  So, if you flip the page over I will talk about if you test positive.  If you test positive you 
isolate and stay home for 5 days.  Day zero is the day of your symptom onset date or the day you 
tested or if you had no symptoms.  End isolation after day 5 or if you you’re fever free for 24 hours 
and symptoms are approving and wear a mask through day 10 so you can come back to work on 
the fifth or sixth day and day 6 to 10 you should wear a mask.   
If you were exposed, start precautions as soon as you find out you were exposed.  Wear a mask 
for the 10 full days any time you are around others.  Watch for symptoms – fiver, cough, shortness 
of breath.  If symptoms develop, isolate immediately and get tested.  That’s why these test kits ae 
so important to have around.  Get tested at least five full days after exposure even if the symptoms 
don’t develop.  If you test negative, continue taking precautions through to day 10. 
And so this is new, the back to school this is a lot different than what our kids went back to last 
year.  For those of us with children and families headed back to the class room here’s an updated 
and these are recommendations and it’s bolded there because it does not say must. They are 
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recommended practices from the CDC.  Vaccination – stay up to date.  Exposure – known or 
suspected close contact?  Wear a mask for 10 days; test at day 5 – sooner if symptoms develop, 
no quarantine is required regardless of vaccination status now so no quarantine is ever required.  
Illness – fever, cough, sore throat, vomiting or diarrhea – stay home.  Test as soon as possible 
after developing symptoms.  A negative test – return to school when symptoms improve/resolve 
following existing school policy.  A positive test – follow CDC’s isolation guidance, remaining 
isolated through day 5 at a minimum and masks should be worn through day 10.  And testing in 
school – screening tests are no longer required but you can be considered for high risk activities.  
Diagnostic testing will be available at schools during the school year.  So Essex County Health 
Department worked with all of our schools and we once again put PCR testing in all of our schools 
and probably one of the only few in the state that has that and that really helps parents out.  If 
johnnie goes to the nurse or he has a cold or he had diarrhea doesn’t necessarily mean he has 
Covid and if tests negative, he’s not out of school, he goes right back or goes home if he’s not 
feeling well enough.  He can also return with that PCR testing as well as the schools have an 
ampules supply, most of them.  We have a call today on those antigen tests and they will be 
handing them out to parents as well.  So the goal is to maximize in person learning while 
maintaining safe environments for students and staff. 
I will tell you these are recommended and when I say that if a parent refuses to keep their child 
home and they are tested positive we know that some schools are creating policies and a school 
could always get, like we could have get more strict and some schools are going to follow 
specifically CDC guidance so it will be really up to each school and understanding what the 
schools policies are this year but we are following the recommendations of the CDC and NYS 
Department of Health is not changing anything out of that so we will support our schools in 
whatever they need us to do but we will not go no stringent aboard than the CDC guidance is so 
there will be no must but recommended. 
 
MANNING:  Linda, because there’s been such a lull in Covid I’m not up to date as much on the 
rules as I used to be but, the 5-day recommendation, if you’ve been exposed and you’re infected 
it’s just a recommendation through CDC? 
 
BEERS:  Yes. 
 
MANNING:  So, how does that jive with the NYS Law that requires 14 days if an individual wants 
to take 14 days?  Originally when Covid came out there were two Federal statues then there’s 
the New York statue and my understanding is the New York statue is still the law?  So on one 
hand we have law and on one hand we have CDC recommendation.  How do they reconcile? 
 
BEERS: I can only tell you that the NYS Department of Health is saying that they have already 
updated their website in line with the CDC, they have been saying that but they have publically 
said that they will not, whatever the CDC says they are going to align with.  I will have to look into 
that.  I thought, Andrea do you know?  Andrea follows this policy closer than I. 
 
WHITMARSH:  I do but I also don’t know about the legalities of forcing businesses to pay for the 
5 or 10 or 14 days without having a law that says people have to stay out. 
 
MANNING: You may get an employee who comes in and says, no, I get 14 days. 
 
WHITMARSH:  Sure. Correct. 
 



Regular Board 
Tuesday, September 6, 2022  5 
 
BEERS:  We can absolutely look.  I don’t want to speak out of term but I believe the 14-day thing 
has been replaced with the newer guidance.  I believe it says, this is the guidance and anything 
behind it is removed but I will check. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I just went through this.  I spoke with Dan Palmer about it a few weeks ago.  You 
can take up to 14 days, you’ll get paid for 5, after that you can use your own time sick time, 
whatever but I mean, that’s the way I understood it. 
 
BEERS:  So, we have people that have Covid that are out months.  They are in the hospital. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I think the question is do we continue to pay them?  Pay them without using their 
own time? 
 
BEERS:  Well, the county has a policy that is different. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  That’s the question that is asked that needs to be answered. 
 
BEERS: Right. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Yeah, we are not.  We’re sticking with the 5 days right now that’s what we’re 
doing. 
 
MANNING:  But there is a question. 
 
MASCAREANAS:  There could be a potential issue but we’ll deal with it when we get there I guess 
but currently we’re paying the 5 days because the great majority of the people – 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Everything in today’s world is a potential issue I don’t care what it is. 
 
BEERS: That’s true. 
 
DEZALIA:  So is there a limit on those 5 days?  If a person is vaccinated or un vaccinated?  As 
many times as they are out they can take 5 days? 
 
MASCARENAS:  No, we’re doing one time use of 5 days since January of 2021 or 2022, yeah 
January 2022 once we passed that new policy anything after that was one time, 5 days anything 
going forward will force utilization of benefit time or go off payroll. 
 
MANNING:  And that is in keeping with New York State Department of Health regulations that 
came January 11, 2021. 
 
MONTY:  Are masks required on public transportation? 
 
BEERS: No. 
 
MONTY:  One is nodding yes and you say no. 
 
WHITMARSH:  So, not on school buses but the guidance I just read was they’re still required on 
public transportation but I can double check. 
 



Regular Board 
Tuesday, September 6, 2022  6 
 
MONTY:  But not on a school bus? 
 
WHITMARSH:  Not on school buses.  Nope. 
 
BEERS: Sorry, in my world right now are the schools. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any further questions? 
 
WINEMILLER:  I just had a statement that goes along with Public Health’s policy saying the Town 
of St. Armand, we did pass a resolution stating we follow Essex County’s guide lines regarding 
any Covid questions so that has been very helpful to us because we do have people that go out 
over and over again. 
 
BEERS:  Yeah, recurring Covid is a common thing we have staff ourselves that have had Covid 
three times so they got it once and now they are using their benefit time if they go out again.  As 
if you had the flu and you had it again a year later or six months later.   
 
GILLILLAND:  Any further questions?  Thank you very much. 
 
BEERS:  Your welcome.  I did want to say too that again, we are putting those machines in every 
school working with those so that they have the positive tests and we also used some of our ELC 
funding to buy a HEPA filter that has a five-year screen so it doesn’t need to be replaced and 
we’re going to allow every school to have one of them to put in their school nurses’ area to really 
help filter the air and hopefully reduce the spread. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Thank you Linda. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you very much.  Okay, we’ll move onto resolutions please. 
 
RESOLUTION #234 – AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOR VARIOIUS 
DEPARTMENTS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2853 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes  
 
RESOLUTION #235 – AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD BIDS, ISSUE 
CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS OR PURCHASE ORDERS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Holzer, seconded by Mr. DeLoria and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2853 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #236 – AUTHORIZING THE COMMUNITY RESOURCES DEPARTMENT TO 
APPLY FOR RESTORE NY COMMUNITIES INITIATIVE FOR GRANT FUNDS FOR THE 
RESTORATION OF A VACANT, ABANDONED RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 14 
SPRINGFIELD ROAD, JAY, NEW YORK. 
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This resolution was moved by Mrs. DeZalia, seconded by Mr. Stanley and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2853 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #237 – OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF JOHN J. DEMAREST, III. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Wilson, seconded unanimously and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #238 – AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND/OR 
COUNCILS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Stanley, seconded Mr. Barber and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #239 – AUTHORIZING TO INCREASE THE HOME HEALTH NURSING RATE 
FROM $240.00 TO $280.00 PER VISIT; AND TO INCREASE THE HOME HEALTH AIDE RATE 
FROM $65.00 TO $70.00 PER EACH VISIT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. DeLoria and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2853 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #240 – AUTHORIZING CONTRACT AMENDMENTS/CHANGE ORDERS IN 
VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Tyler and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2853 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
HUGHES:  Is all this work expected to be finished this fiscal year? 
 
DOUGAN:  Yes. 
 
HUGHES:  Okay, thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND: Further discussion?  Being none, roll call please. 
 
RESOLUTION #241 – AUTHORIZING ESSEX COUNTY TO TRANSFER PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 149 LORD HOWE STREET, TOWN OF TICONDEROGA, TO THE TOWN OF 
TICONDEROGA PURSUANT TO GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW §72-H FOR NO 
CONSIDERATION. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Wright, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2853 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
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RESOLUTION #242 – APPOINTING DANIEL PALMER, DANIEL MANNING, MICHAEL 
MASCARENAS AND MICHAEL TYLER TO A COMMITTEE TO MARKET AND SELL THE 
WESTPORT HOTEL, LOCATED IN THE TOWN OF WESTPORT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Holzer, seconded Mr. Doty and adopted. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
DEZALIA:  Does Jim Dougan’s name need to be added to that since he’s the real estate agent? 
 
MANNING:  He can be, both Jim and Shaun can be a part of this. This was just sort of a thing I 
threw out there so we can get moving on it.  Yes, if you want to amend it to do that we can certainly 
do that but they are copied on everything.  Good point, though. 
 
GILLILLAND: Further discussion?  All in favor, opposed carries. 
 
RESOLUTION #243 – AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH J.P. MORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A. FOR CARD SERVICES 
FOR PURCHASING, TRAVEL AND NET CARD SERVICES, PER STATE CONTRACT. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Scozzafava and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2853 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
DELORIA:  Mr. Chairman, resolution 242, was that supposed to be a roll call? 
 
GILLILLAND:  I discussed it with the Attorney and he said it was not required for a roll call. 
 
RESOLUTION #244 – AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 208 OF AUGUST 1, 2022, ENTITLED, 
“AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD BIDS, ISSUE 
CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS OR PURCHASE ORDERS” 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted 
upon a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2853 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
RESOLUTION #245 – OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF WILLIAM J. LAHENDRO. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Tyler, seconded unanimously and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #246 – ACCEPTING THE REPORT OF THE AUGUST 10, 2022, REAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION SALE AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SUCH PARCELS TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDERS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Scozzafava, seconded by Mr. Hughes and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2853 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
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RESOLUTION #247 – AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY PURCHASING AGENT TO 
PREPARE AND SOLICIT AN RFP SEEKING QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS TO 
PROVIDE CODE ENFORCEMENT/BUILDING INSPECTION SERVICES TO THE VARIOUS 
TOWNS IN ESSEX COUNTY SHOULD THE TOWNS WISH TO CONTRACT WITH THESE 
ENTITIES. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. DeLoria, seconded Mr. Wright and adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #248 – AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 25 BRUCE 
HARE WAY, TOWN OF WILMINGTON BEARING TAX MAP NO. 16.19-4-16.000 TO MARIE 
MCMAHON AND WESLEY SCHOCK UPON THE PAYMENT OF ALL BACK TAXES AND 
FEES OWED TO ESSEX COUNTY. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. Holzer, seconded by Mr. Wilson and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2754 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:      99 votes (Merrihew) 
 
GARRISON:  That’s all I have. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any motions from the floor? 
 
McNALLY: Mr. Chairman after our facilities subcommittee meeting today I would like to offer a 
resolution to spend up to $20,000.00, for a conceptual plan for a new building at the Essex County 
Fairgrounds in Westport, New York. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Twelve to allow it on the floor please? 
 
GARRISON: Yes, we do. 
 
RESOLUTION #249 – AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE UP TO $20,000.00 FOR 
ARCHITECTURAL PLANS AND DESIGNS FOR A NEW BUILDING LOCATED AT THE ESSEX 
COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS WITH PROCEEDS TO COME FROM CONTINGENCY ACCOUNT 
OR ARPO FUNDS. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. McNally, seconded by Mr. Holzer and adopted upon a 
roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2853 votes 
NOES:            0 votes 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
GILLILLAND:  Discussion? 
 
MASCARENAS:  Just for clarification for Mr. Manning, we have a term contract with CGL I think 
that is our term contract and we would take the funding from either contingency or ARPO funds 
one of the two they are not currently budgeted funds. 
 
MANNING: Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion? 
 
McNALLY:  Will DASNY funds be available to that grant for that building? 
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MASCARENAS:  It probably could be but we’re not going to go that route on the preliminary stuff.  
I think we’ll look to get some of that reimbursed through final architectural so what this will do is it 
will allow us to get the documents together that we need to go to full bid and to get the architectural 
in place.  We will need to follow RD’s procurement policies as well as our own in terms of getting 
reimbursement on any of those professional service items. 
 
MANNING: Is this engineering and architectural? 
 
MASCARENAS: Just architectural. 
 
HUGHES: Mr. McNally, this is for a new building? 
 
McNALLY:  Paperwork for a new building for Cornell, Soil and Water. 
 
HUGHES: To replace? 
 
McNALLY: Not to replace. This would be in addition. 
 
HUGHES:  A new building somewhere on the campus? 
 
McNALLY: Somewhere on the campus. 
 
HUGHES:  But not replacing? 
 
GILLILLAND: Not demolishing the old building, that will remain.  Preliminary thoughts are to be a 
two to three season building, additional facility on the fairgrounds.  Further discussion?  Being 
none, roll call please. 
Any further motions from the floor? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  A couple of things.  Mike, the HEAP – where are we on that?  I know it’s going 
to be a lot – I ordered oil this morning $4.59 a gallon.  I mean there’s going to be a lot of people 
hurting. 
 
MASCARENAS:  There’s absolutely going to be a lot of people in a bad situation.  Right now, 
HEAP is not opening until November. We have sent our initial qualifications out to those who 
participated last year.  The way HEAP works and I’m not sure a lot of people understand this is 
we qualify the individuals, we do get assistance from OFA I’m doing predeterminations with some 
of their clientele but we’re the ultimate qualifier.  The State sends the money directly to the 
vendors.  The county doesn’t write a check for any of that. We simply do the determination who 
qualifies so an oil company in your town deals directly with the State on terms of payment, they 
get that payment from that.  the problem that I can see is with HEAP this year is just what you’re 
talking about. They haven’t really said what the ultimate allocation is and they are going to run 
out of money a lot quicker so with oil being such a high cost right now they’re absolutely going to 
run out of money pretty quick.  Now, what we’ve seen them doing in the past is they’ve issued 
ongoing emergency authorizations to increase that allocation but we can’t assume that’s going to 
happen, right?  With what we know is allocations is the same as last year in that that money is 
going to run out much more quickly. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  Can we put together an emergency plan and use some of the stimulus money 
that the county has received? 
 
MASCARENAS:  We probably could. I think we would have to look at what you want to use that 
ARPO funding for, some towns have that very thing there’s quite a few of you that take care of 
that in your own communities and once the HEAP runs out so we could certainly look at it, if that’s 
the will of the board.  It’s up to you.  I do think we wait it out a little bit before jumping the gun.  I 
think the state will react and the Feds will react to what’s going to happen, they usually don’t do 
so until they see the allocation start to dwindle. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay, thank you. 
The other issue I just want to talk about briefly is the, Shaun’s been on top of this along with myself 
and the reuse commission for Moriah Shock which should be called the greaseless commission 
if I’m concerned because they’ve done absolutely nothing with the exception of Steve Acquario is 
the only one that has really taken an interest in anything.  I don’t even know if any of them have 
been there to visit the facility.  I do not believe that they have.  You know, as usual, our Governor 
and New York State is blowing smoke.  I don’t see any plans.  I’ve talked with other facilities that 
have closed also they are experiencing the same thing what’s going to happen down the road?  I 
don’t know but I do want to thank Shaun for being on top of this, Jim Monty but we can only do 
so much.  I don’t know how you – I did hear Shaun maybe you want to touch base, that they can’t 
sell Moriah? Maybe you can touch base on that? 
 
GILLILLAND:  Their lawyers are probably going to have to get in front of the DEC board, the APA 
lawyers but it’s state land and it’s in the Forest Preserve and so the state can’t flick it.  They are 
going to have to deal with it. 
 
McNALLY:  You can take a ride up to Camp Gabriels and see how that is. 
 
MONTY: Like I told you Tom when we started this I was involved in five closures when I worked 
for the Governor’s office and there was never a reuse plan for any of them.  It was close the doors, 
put the lock on it, take everything out that might be of value, sell it and they sit vacant and I was 
afraid that was going to be what it was. They will give you all the promises that you want to listen 
to but then, there’s no plan there. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion? 
 
McNALLY:  Yes, we sit here a month after we invited someone from the Governor’s office to come 
up and address the new gun laws, it continues to be no clarity in this law.  We get dribs and drabs 
on this.  Last week, Chairman Gillilland, myself, a representative from AATV, Chairman Wells 
from Hamilton County, Chairman Geraghy from Warren County, along with Billy Jones and Matt 
Simpson had a press conference up in Peru all we are asking for is some clarity on what a park 
is and we’re not getting any response.  This could be a real hardship for the legal responsible gun 
owners of Essex County as well as everywhere else in the park and it’s time the Governor’s office 
antes up and comes up here and explains to us this law.  We get dribs and drabs through 
questions and answers from different organizations but the clarity on this is far from what we 
need.  This law is a knee jerk reaction to the Supreme Court’s decision and what it’s doing is it’s 
directly effecting the legal, responsible gun owners of the Adirondack Park and something has to 
be done about this.  Thank you. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  The only way you’re going to get the Governor up here or one of her 
representatives is you dump six figures into her campaign and then you may see her because 
that seems to be the only way you get their attention and that’s the raw truth. 
 
TYLER:  My understanding from the Building and grounds committee meeting we need to do 
another resolution about the CCE building doing a reevaluation of that and what to fix first in that 
building? 
 
McNALLY:  If I could just answer quickly on this, we do have some DASNY money allocated for 
that project I believe, the old CCE building and I believe Jimmy is going to start looking at what 
has to be done to that building first to make a usable two or three season building and get it back 
to this. 
 
MASCARENAS:  Yeah, at the committee meeting what I’m not sure of right now is what DASNY 
can be used for and what DASNY cannot be used for so I just want to get a clarification on that 
budget, the budget lines and what they actually put in in those original applications but I do think 
we can get Jim’s guys to revisit some of those basic things that should happen.  I mean, if we 
need to take that skirting off that structure to stop the floor from rotting we should do that sooner 
rather than later those are things that I think we should do so I think Jim’s guys can revisit that 
and then at the next meeting hopefully we can have a better understanding of the funds that are 
in place with DASNY and I would recommend at that time that be utilized in a similar approach to 
what we’re doing at the other building in terms of bringing it to committee, seeing what’s important 
what we do there, come out with a preliminary design and then go out to full bid for final design 
but I think it’s a little premature just not, I don’t know the funding right now I haven’t actually looked 
at it so I don’t want to say yay or nay. 
 
HOLZER:  Just to follow up, at the committee meeting it was we were definitely directing a priority 
list made up.  I think we’ve got enough studies that will sustain whatever Jim recommends to us 
so that’s not going to cost any money but we can start that priority list right away. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Does that answer your question Mr. Tyler? 
 
TYLER: Yes. 
 
McNALLY:  And along that, do some research on what that DASNY can and can’t be used for. 
 
GILLILLAND: I recall because we applied for the DASNY grant through Betty Little’s office at the 
same time we also apply one for SHIPO, DASNY grant, in my recollection was specifically pointed 
toward reclamation of the building it couldn’t be used for the double up what we asked for with 
SHIPO which was the historical preservation portion of it and then also Mr. Stec’s office had a 
$50,000 on top of that that we initially wanted to do for asbestos they turned that down, that also 
has to be done for construction reclamation. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I have a resolution that the Treasurer just informed me that we need.  It’s a 
resolution authorizing the County Treasurer’s office to collect school tax for the Elizabethtown-
Westport School. 
 
GARRISON:  That was included in the contract/agreements resolution #235, number 5. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I thought it was in there but Mike didn’t want to listen. 
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GILLILLAND:  Any further business to come at this time? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I would like to move for an executive session to discuss the Phoenix Tailings 
licensing agreement. 
 
MANNING:  Yes, and on top of that also to discuss the Harris Romero-Green settlement and legal 
advice from me. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’ll move it. 
 
GILLILLAND: Moved, seconded by Mr. Stanley. We are in executive session. 
 

THE COMMITTEE MOVED INTO AN EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 10:45 A.M. TO DISCUSS 
THE PHOENIX TAILINGS LICENSING AGREEMENT AND THE HARRIS ROMERO-GREEN 

SETTLEMENT AND RETURN TO OPEN SESSION AT 11:19 A.M. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I note the time, it’s 11:19 a.m. we have left executive session.  No decisions were 
made in executive session.  We are now in regular session.  Further business or resolutions to 
come before the board? 
 
MANNING:  I’d like to ask, as you know I sent to you a confidential memo on the lawsuit on Harris 
Romero-Green and I placed on your desks a resolution to be considered from the floor.  I will read 
the body of the resolution just to save Judy time.  It’s resolution authorizing the settlement of a 
certain civil action venued in the United States District Court for the Northern District of New York 
entitled, “Harris A. Romero-Green vs. the County of Essex, Et Al” said action bears civil action 
no. 8:22-cv-30.  I would ask a motion, a second and roll call vote to settle this matter in the sum 
of $125,000.00 in total. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Twelve to allow it on the floor please? 
 
GARRISON: Yes, we do. 
 
GILLILLAND: Thank you.  Discussion?  Being none, roll call vote. 
 
 
RESOLUTION #250 - AUTHORIZING THE SETTLEMENT OF A CERTAIN CIVIL ACTION 
VENUED IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF 
NEW YORK ENTITLED, “HARRIS A. ROMERO-GREEN VS. THE COUNTY OF ESSEX, ET 
AL” SAID ACTION BEARS CIVIL ACTION NO. 8:22-CV-30. 
This resolution was moved by Mr. McNally, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and adopted upon 
a roll-call vote as follows:  
AYES:  2488 votes 
NOES:        365 votes (Scozzafava) 
ABSENT:        0 votes 
 
 
GILLILLAND:  Any further business to come before the board?  Being none, we are adjourned.   
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 As there was no further business to come before this regular board meeting it was 
adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judith Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 


