
PUBLIC SAFETY MEETING
Monday, July 13, 2009

Dale French, Chairman
Gerald Morrow, Chairman

Vice-Chair Morrow called this Public Safety Meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. with the following
Supervisors found in attendance:   Dave Blades, George Canon, Daniel Connell, Robert Dedrick,
Robert Dobie, Randy Douglas, William Ferebee, Ronald Jackson, Michael McSweeney, Noel
Merrihew, Joyce Morency, Gerald Morrow, Cathy Moses, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Tom
Scozzafava and Lori Spooner.  (Dale French had been previously excused).

Department Heads present were: Julie Garcia, Henry Hommes, Don Jaquish, Scott
McDonald, Dan Palmer, Deb Palmer, Lew Sanders and Wayne Taylor.

Also present were: Mike Blaise, Dave LaBar, Cindy Brazee, Wanda Wade and Phyllis Light.

News Media present was: Lohr McKinstry-Press Republican.

MORROW: I would like to call the Public Safety Committee meeting to order please.  We will skip
the pledge because we already did it this morning at the Special Board Meeting.

The first item on the agenda was the Veteran’s Office with Mr.  Merrihew reporting as
follows:

MERRIHEW: I have no report this morning, thank you.

**********

The next item on the agenda was the Board of Elections with Mr. Sanders reporting as
follows:

SANDERS:   I have no report unless there are questions.   Except for the County candidates and
the Independent petition - their need of signatures is 406.  Other than that, I have nothing.

MORROW: Does anyone have anything for Lew?  Thank you very much Lew.

**********

The next item on the agenda was the County Sealer with Mr. Taylor reporting as follows:

TAYLOR: Good morning everybody.  I have no report.  I will take any questions?

MORROW: Any questions for Wayne?  Thank you Wayne, have a good day.

**********



Page 2
Public Safety Committee
July 13, 2009

The next item on the agenda was Emergency Services with Mr. Jaquish reporting as
follows:

JAQUISH: Good morning.   The first thing I want to do is introduce our new Hazmat Team
Coordinator.  The Hazmat Team Coordinator works part time, he is the one that oversee the
operation and the training of the County Hazmat Team.  I would like to introduce Paul Otenti.  Paul
comes from the Framington, Massachusetts Fire Department where he retired as a Captain I
believe and he has an extensive background and experience in Hazmat and Fire.  
The second thing I have is I would like to have a resolution to adopt the Comprehensive
Emergency Management Plan that has recently been re-written.   We have had input from several
Supervisors and made some changes.  I know Dan made some changes with Wanda and what I
would like is a resolution to adopt this plan.

MORROW: Has everybody seen the plan and read it?   Moved by Noel.  Do we have a second?
By Dan Connell. 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE UPDATED ESSEX COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN.

This was offered by Mr. Merrihew, seconded by Mr. Connell.

MORROW: Discussion?

MERRIHEW: I would just like to express my thanks for all the help that we did receive on our town
comprehensive emergency management plan. 

JAQUISH: I would like to carry that further and say that Wanda did probably 80% of the work on
this plan with Friends of the North Country, so thank you Wanda.

MORROW: It is pretty thick, it is about 2" thick and I have it over on my desk all printed out and
everything.  I want to say I didn’t print it out, just like giving Wanda credit, my secretary printed it
out for me.  I told her to forget it, I will just read it on the computer but anyway - all in favor,
opposed, carried.

JAQUISH: The third thing I have is the federal government mandated that as part of our
Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan we have an annex called the animal rescue plan.
Phyllis Light has been going to most of the meetings, I have attended a few.  I would like her to give
a brief synopsis to you of what the rescue plan is and what CART is.  Can she have the courtesy
of the floor?

MORROW: Yes, she can come right up.

LIGHT:    Good morning everyone.  Probably our greatest fear if we have an emergency is that
people won’t leave their homes if they are asked to, especially if they have pets, and older people
in particular will stay in their home.
So as a County we need to make sure that we can provide a shelter.  We have an organized
system to have people bring their animals in if we have to and this is the foundation.  We have
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been working on this probably for four years and we finally have some workman’s comp for people
that respond.  We have been working with Clinton County and Franklin County on these plans.
Wanda has emailed them out to you.  Any questions?

MORROW: Any questions for Phyllis?

MORENCY: I would just like to say that I agree with you.   I think it is great because I have Senior
Citizen Overlook in my town and whenever there has been any kind of emergency many of them
do not want to leave their animal.  They don’t want to leave period if they don’t have an animal so
I think it is a wonderful thing.

LIGHT: Thank you, I agree.

JACKSON: A question on the workers’ comp - I know that we have had a problem in the past
because it is a volunteer and they don’t want to cover wages - how did you get around that?

LIGHT: I would say that it was Ray Thatcher that stood up at every SEMO meeting and said we
are not going to pass this unless we are sure that the volunteers are covered so he really pushed
that quite hard and Ag and Markets this past year passed that volunteers would be covered in
training and in response.

JACKSON: Congratulations.

MORROW: Thank you very much.

JAQUISH: Thank you Phyllis.
I would like to ask you to move a resolution to adopt the plan.

MORROW: Can we have a motion on that?  Moved by Mr. Preston, seconded by Mr. Jackson.

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE COUNTY ANIMAL RESPONSE TEAM (CART).
This was offered by Mr. Preston, seconded by Mr. Jackson.

MORROW: Further discussion?  All in favor, opposed, carried.

JAQUISH:   I have a grant called a case grant, it is a regional grant.  The Department of Homeland
Security appropriated $250,000 statewide to adopt five regional grants which would purchase a
trailer and the trailer would be equipped with cages to transport these cages to areas where there
is a disaster and the cages are used to house the animals at a designated location.
Our office did not opt to write the grant but we would like to be a co-sponsor of the grant.  Clinton
County is the one that is suppose to write the grant.  I am not sure of the deadline, I believe is the
15  which is Wednesday, so it is going to be tight for them. The last time I talked with Eric Day heth

said that they were still going to proceed with that, we simply would have to be a co-signer on that
grant so that they can get a regional consideration.  I would like permission to do that.

PALMER: Is there a matching fund for that grant?
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JAQUISH: No.  It is $50,000 for everything.

MORROW: Does someone want to move that? Moved by Joyce, seconded by Noel and Bob.

RESOLUTION TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT A REGIONAL CASE GRANT, AS
CO-SPONSORS WITH CLINTON COUNTY, FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECURITY.

This was offered by Ms. Morency, seconded by Mr. Merrihew and Mr. Dedrick.

MORROW: Discussion?  All in favor, opposed, carried.

JAQUISH: The last thing that I have on my agenda is we are having a Hazmat drill on August 1st

in Lake Placid.  This has been a subject of controversy in the last years and it is the buying of
meals for the Hazmat Team when they participate in a drill and the Local Emergency Planning
Committee when they meet.  I know there was some sort of issue with doing that, however, I have
two letters one from the Dept. Of Homeland Security and one from the State Emergency
Management Office that says that is what the money is for, of course you can.
I can’t expect people to leave their jobs and drive directly to International Paper Company or
wherever we are having a drill from 5:00 until 10:00 at night and not feed them and the same thing
when they are at a drill all day long.  Every county does it, I don’t know why it was an issue with us
but apparently it is.
I would like a resolution that authorizes us to make those purchases as long as it is within the DHS
guidelines to purchase meals for these people, the participants of these drills.

MORROW: I personally don’t think it should be a issue but let me ask Dan to address it.

PALMER:   I think the reason why we keep coming back to this is because it is not within the policy
manual that says we will pay for these kinds of things.  The previous resolutions that have been
passed in years before only covered the specific year that you were talking about.  I think if you
were comfortable with this that it was going to be all grant funds that you could pass a resolution
that essentially says that any time you receive these kind of grant funds that are paying for the
whole cost of those things that you could apply it so you don’t have to keep coming back to this
every year.  
It is a choice though - it isn’t that you have to do it that way but if in fact you said that any time we
have these grants that are going to pay for these out of grant funds then it is authorized for the
department to go ahead.  We are going to look at them in the County Manager’s office anyway
when they come through on a voucher, we are going to check to make sure whether they are paid
for out of grant funds or county funds.  If it was paid for out of county funds it would have to come
back to you, if it was paid for out of grant funds we would authorize it.  It is a choice.

MORROW: Do we have someone that wants to move a resolution to put that on the floor?  Moved
by Bob, seconded by Dan.

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE PERSONNEL POLICY MANUAL TO AUTHORIZE
THE PURCHASE OF MEALS FOR THE HAZMAT TEAM AND THE LOCAL
EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE WHEN THEY MEET FOR
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DRILLS/MEETINGS, SUCH TO BE PAID FOR WITH GRANT FUNDS.
This was offered by Mr. Dedrick, seconded by Mr. Connell.

MORROW: Discussion?

PALMER: Which way are you moving it?  Are you moving it as an on-going thing as long as it is
grant funds?

MORROW: Yes.  Is that correct with the mover and seconder?

DEDRICK: Yes.  It seems like it is a legitimate exception to the policy.

PALMER: Absolutely.

MORROW: Just like Don had to explain, these people are leaving their jobs and are staying
sometimes at night or in the day time and it is not every day that you can get volunteers to do these
kinds of things.

JAQUISH: There are specific guidelines that tell you how you can do this and we adhere to those.

SCOZZAFAVA: This would give the County Manager authorization.  I still think it should go to the
County Manager’s department.

MORROW: Yes.  Anybody else?   If not - all in favor, opposed, carried.
You have one more thing, do you want to talk about your call volume?

JAQUISH: Yes. I have a six month report for the 911 center’s call volume.  You can see the total
call volume ran around 30,000 calls.   Over 5000 of those were actual 911 calls.  The other two
pages that you see are what we call pots lines which are really plain old telephone system lines and
admin lines.  So the total call volume was 30,000.  911 calls was a little over 5,000. That is still a
tremendous number of calls for the number of dispatchers that we have on duty and I think that the
dispatch center and the dispatchers themselves have come a long way, they are truly providing a
professional service to the county and I think they are doing an excellent job.

MORROW: Thank you.  Does anyone have any questions on it?  Okay, anything else Don?

JAQUISH: No.  Thank you for reminding me.

MORROW: Thank you.

**********

The next item on the agenda was the Sheriff’s department with Mr. Hommes reporting as
follows:

HOMMES: Good morning everyone.  Just an update for the first six months of the year - for
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boarders alone we brought in $699,728.00.  On top of that for transporting federal inmates, mileage
and things like that we brought in another $13,600.  I just thought that you would be interested in
that.  It should help out our bond situation.

MORROW: Thank you.  Does anyone have any questions for Henry on that?

MORENCY: I don’t remember the amount that we put in the budget, do you Dan?

PALMER: It was pretty conservative, it was $800,000 for boarding and we have met that almost,
we are at $700,000 at half a year so I think that even with the additional correction officers that we
hired, we are still going to be well ahead on the revenue.

HOMMES: And we have to remember that we are not putting out $500,000 to $750,000 a year for
boarding inmates out so that is a plus also.

MORROW: Anybody else?

PRESTON: Just a quick question - what is the inmate count now?

HOMMES: As of this morning I couldn’t get into it but the last time I check, last Friday, we were
about 62 including boarders.

PRESTON: Thank you.

MORROW:   Anybody else?  Anything else Henry?

HOMMES: No, that is it.  Thank you.

MORROW: Thank you very much.

DOUGLAS: Jerry, I want to say one thing – I want to thank Henry’s staff.  We had a sex offender
issue that I had to deal with for our Day Camp that opened last Monday and your staff was right
on top of it in a hurry so I appreciate Undersheriff Cutting’s help and your staff for helping me
through that issue.  I appreciate it.

**********

The next item on the agenda was the District Attorney’s office with Ms. Garcia reporting as
follows:

GARCIA: Good morning everyone.  I just wanted to clear up something that I said I believe it was
in the June meeting regarding the victim impact panel.  I mis-spoke when I said that the Prevention
Team in Ticonderoga was going to try and head that up for Essex County.  They have contacted
me and they are not going to be doing that.  So we will continue to work with Scott McDonald in
Probation and the Sheriff’s Department and Stop DWI to see if we can get a victim impact panel
going in Essex County.
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If there is any interest from the board, there is a police officer that heads the program in Warren
County in the Glens Falls Police Department and he said that he would be happy to come up here
and speak to the Supervisors about the program in Warren County and how the county can benefit
from having the program as well as how it can be actually economically feasible because their
department actually does make some money with the revenue that is generated because it costs
each participant a certain dollar amount to participate in the victim impact panel.  The panel is
mandated through the court system so the defendant’s have to go to the program. 
I think it would be a good idea if we could get it in Essex County and we will continue to try and find
someone to volunteer to head it up.
The other thing that I wanted to mention that isn’t on the agenda for today is, is that okay?  It has
to do with the Stop DWI program.  I have had an opportunity to review the report that was done by
the County Manager and I would just like to put that on the agenda for the next Public Safety
meeting and perhaps if everyone has had the opportunity to review that, we can discuss the
program again.  I think it would be most important Dan if you could put in there maybe just so the
Supervisors know because I think it is very important for them to have an understanding on how
the money has been spent.  So, I think there should be a section that speaks to that and I was
surprised that that was left out.

PALMER: I can look at that.

GARCIA: Okay.  Any questions?

MORROW: Does anybody have anything for the District Attorney?  Do you have anything else
Julie?

GARCIA: No.

JACKSON: I just thought at the Regular Board Meeting we approved waiving the taxes for the
forfeiture fund. I am just curious if you had any plans for spending that forfeiture money this year
or is that just an as you go.

GARCIA: Are you talking about the forfeiture account?

JACKSON: Yes.

GARCIA: We kind of play it as it goes.  We try to be real conservative with the money. I know that
we have just offered to give the Ti Police Department some money for Chief John who was just
appointed Chief of that Police Department, he needs to go to some I believe mandatory training
down in Saratoga and I think that will cost about $600.00.   We try to keep the money, the account
healthy in case we have a trial where we need to retain an expert or in case one of our local law
enforcement agency’s needs the money for training or the District Attorney’s office. 
In the DA’s office we try to take advantage of the free training that is offered through the NYS
Prosecutor’s Training Institute, they have a summer college each year and we get to attend those
classes very, very reasonable, it is very inexpensive.  So if there are any law enforcement related
issues and any of the towns in Essex County would like to be considered for money out of our
account, we have no problem as long as it is in tune with the statute.
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JACKSON: Thank you, just curious on that is all.

GARCIA: Okay.  Any other questions?  Thank you.

**********

The next item on the agenda was the Probation Department with Mr. McDonald reporting
as follows:

MCDONALD:   Good morning.  My request this morning is a resolution granting a residency waiver
for Elizabeth Viele, legal secretary employed in the Probation Department.  My pre-meeting memo
kind of explained the background and my justification.  I would be glad to answer any questions.

MORROW: Very good.  Did everyone get that memo?  Do you want to speak on that Dan as
County Manager?

PALMER: Department heads, if a department head offers a position to somebody who is out of,
not within the county, they have a year either for the individual to move back into the county or the
department head can come and ask for a waiver to grant that for the individual.  This is the case
now.  Liz had started with Scott and she is right on the border.  I think her property actually, some
of it actually is in Minerva but her house is on the Warren County side, it is that close.  So that is
his request at this point.  I certainly recommend it.

MORROW: Does someone want to move that?

MCSWEENEY: I can’t move it as I am not on the committee but I certainly would support it.  I have
known this girl, she went to Minerva Central School.  It is a great family and I think she is a great
worker for us and I would certainly support that if I was on the committee.

MORROW: Moved by Randy Preston, seconded by Ron Jackson.

RESOLUTION GRANTING A RESIDENCY WAIVER TO ELIZABETH VIELE, A
LEGAL SECRETARY IN THE PROBATION DEPARTMENT.

This was offered by Mr. Preston, seconded by Mr. Jackson.

MORROW: Discussion?  

DOUGLAS: What have we done in the past? I have never seen this since I have been here.  

MORROW: We have done that same thing.

DOUGLAS: We have in the past, okay.

MORROW: This is as Mike says, only 100' over the border.  She went to Minerva school.  She pays
taxes in Essex County, school taxes and everything else.  She is a very valuable employee
according to what Scott’s recommendation is.
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Any further questions?  If not, all in favor, opposed, carried.
Is there anything else Scott?

MCDONALD: No, I don’t have anything else.  Thank you.

**********

The next item on the agenda was the Public Defender’s office with Mr. Hatch reporting as
follows:

HATCH: Good morning.   The only thing that I have to report is I received a notice from Brandon
that he will have his paperwork completed out of the military and be back here by October 1 .st

The only change will be the part time tri-lakes guy, he will just go back to private practice and
Brandon will take over where he left off.  I don’t think there is anything that needs to be done.  Is
he still considered an employee on payroll or does he have to go through the process?

PALMER: He is a military person, on military leave, when he returns he is automatically put back
on the payroll.

HATCH: He indicated to me that he wasn’t intending to take any of that leave time that they give
them and stuff like that, he was ready to come back to work, so that will make the office flow a lot
easier and we won’t need to jockey around the times and things.
That is all. We are on budget and everybody seems to be happy and things.

MORROW: Any questions for Livy?   Thank you.

**********

Forestry - No report.

MORROW: Does anybody else have anything to come before the committee?  If not, we stand
adjourned.

AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS 
COMMITTEE, WE ADJOURNED AT 9:55 A.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah Palmer, Clerk
Board of Supervisors
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