
Resolution No. 17               February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN AND/OR
COUNTY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH

EASTERN ADIRONDACK HEALTH CARE NETWORK

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Blades, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Human Services Committee, with the approval of
the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the County Manager and/or Chairman of the Board to execute an agreement with Eastern
Adirondack Health Care Network to expand networking of Office for the Aging services,
upon the approval of the County Attorney.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Moore, and duly adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2521 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   400 votes (Montgomery-Corey, Marnell, Douglas)



Resolution No. 18 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING, ADOPTING AND PLACING ON FILE
POLICIES, PLANS, PROCEDURES AND ANNUAL REPORTS 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Connell, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation and approval of the various Committees, with the
approval of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper
and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts,
adopts and/or places on file the following:  

From the Human Services Committee:

The Transportation Program Management Plan and Policies.

From the Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Committee:

The 2012 ROOST Annual Report.

From the Public Safety Committee:

2012 Annual Report of the Essex County Board of Elections.
   

From the Finance Committee:

The 2012 Real Property Tax Office Annual Report.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Malaney, and adopted.



Resolution No. 19 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENTS TO
BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND/OR COUNCILS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Morrow, who moved its adoption. 
                  

Upon the recommendation and approval of the various Committees, with the
approval of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper
and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby makes the
following appointments:

From the Human Services Committee:

The appointment of William Viscardo, MD as medical designee for the Director of
Community Services of Essex County.

From the Public Safety Committee:

The appointments of the 2013 Deputy Fire Coordinators for Essex County.

From the Ways & Means Committee:

The appointment of Nancy Cooper to the Clinton-Essex-Franklin Library Board of
Trustees for a five (5) year term.  

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Bartley, and adopted.



Resolution No.  20 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION INCREASING THE CHARGE FOR CERTIFIED
HOME HEALTH AGENCY SKILLED NURSING VISITS FROM

$205 PER VISIT TO $225 PER VISIT; OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY VISITS FROM $150 PER VISIT TO $190 PER

VISIT; SPEECH THERAPY VISITS FROM $125 TO $190 PER
VISIT, AND TO INCREASE THE HOME HEALTH AIDE VISIT
RATES FROM $55.00 PER VISIT TO $65.00 PER VISIT FOR
2013, IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT EFFECTIVE

FEBRUARY 1, 2013

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Blades, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Human Services Committee, with the approval of
the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Public Health Department to increase the charge for CHHA Skilled Nursing visits from
$205.00 per visit to $225.00; Occupational Therapy visits from $150.00 per visit to $190.00
per visit; Speech Therapy visits from $125.00 per visit to $190.00 per visit and the home
health aide visit rate from $55.00 per visit to $65.00 per visit, all effective February 1, 2013.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Boisen, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2521 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   400 votes (Montgomery-Corey, Marnell, Douglas)



Resolution No.  21 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE COUNTY TREASURER,
COUNTY MANAGER AND BOND COUNSEL TO PROPOSE

OPTIONS FOR A NEW BRIDGE REPLACEMENT BOND

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Morrow, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, the 5 year bridge bond is behind by almost 2 years mainly due to
damages from the 2011 Hurricane Irene and 2012 Hurricane Sandy which delayed some
of the red flag bridges from being scheduled for replacement or repair before red structural
flags were issued by New York State; and  

WHEREAS, without a new bridge bond, it will be necessary to use CHIPS funds to
replace the red flag bridges which will diminish the highway maintenance program resulting
in insufficient funds to address the minimum of 30 miles per year to stay ahead of the
highway deterioration curve.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Treasurer, County Manager and Bond Counsel to propose options for a new Bridge
Replacement Bond.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Moore, and adopted.



Resolution No.  22 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION REQUESTING NEW YORK STATE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO CONFIRM

MARCHISELLI FUNDING FOR THE SPRAGUE MILL BRIDGE
IN THE TOWN OF MORIAH, PIN 1759.50

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Works Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, due to the flooding caused by 2011 Hurricane Irene, the Sprague Mill
Bridge on County Route 4, Ensign Pond Road was damaged beyond repair and closed; and

WHEREAS, a temporary bridge was installed to relieve the 20 plus mile detour and
a new replacement bridge project had been authorized by FHWA and NYSDOT and a
Federal Aid Project Identification Number PIN 1759.50 had been issued; and

WHEREAS, FEMA funds are not available for this project due to the FHWA funding
having been issued previously; and

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this Board that the Sprague Mill Bridge
Project PIN 1759.50 may not be Marchiselli eligible.  Marchiselli funds are state funds used
to augment federal aid projects where Marchiselli pays 15% of the project cost in addition
to the 80% from FHWA; and

WHEREAS, the project estimate is $1.7 million and has been authorized for Federal
aid at 80% from FHWA and Marchiselli was promised at 15% leaving Essex County’s share
at 5%; and

WHEREAS, since being informed on June 30, 2011, that the project was Marchiselli
eligible, the project proceeded to progress in the Federal Aid format; had this project not
been Marchiselli eligible this entire project could have been locally funded and the County
would not have waited 17 months to receive federal authorization to proceed; and

WHEREAS, without the Marchiselli funds, it will now cost Essex County an additional
$214,450.00; and

WHEREAS, confirmation is requested to confirm Marchiselli funding from New York
State DOT.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby requests
confirmation from the New York State Department of Transportation of the Marchiselli
funding commitment for the Sprague Mill Bridge project which was issued a Federal Aid
Project Identification Number of PIN 1759.50; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to Governor
Andrew Cuomo, Senator Elizabeth O’C. Little, Assemblyman Daniel Stec, Assemblywoman
Janet Duprey and New York State Department of Transportation Commissioner.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Moore, and adopted.



Resolution No.  23 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE IN THE
SALARY OF THE ESSEX COUNTY OCCUPANCY TAX

ENFORCEMENT OFFICER FOR 2013, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$1,500.00, WITH SUCH FUNDS TO COME FROM REGIONAL

OFFICE OF SUSTAINABLE TOURISM (ROOST) AND
AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE IN THE CONTRACT WITH

ROOST IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,500.00

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Boisen, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Chairman and/or County Manager to execute a contract amendment with ROOST to
increase the salary of the Occupancy Tax Enforcement Officer in the amount of $1,500.00,
which will make the salary $16,500.00 for 2013, with such funds to come from ROOST;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that salary of the Essex County Occupancy Tax
Enforcement Officer shall be increased by said $1,500.00.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Malaney, and adopted, upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2521 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   400 votes (Montgomery-Corey, Marnell, Douglas)



Resolution No. 24 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOR
VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation and approval of the various Committees, with the
approval of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper
and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby amends the
2013 Essex County Budget as follows:

From the Public Safety Committee:

1. For the Emergency Services Department, to decrease revenues and appropriations
by $10,468.84, LEPC grant funds, as follows:

 

REVENUES (Decrease)
Account Number Account Name Amount
3640 44389060 Federal Aid LEPC $10,468.84

APPROPRIATIONS (Decrease)
Account Number Account Name Amount
3640 5487 LEPC $10,468.84

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Bartley, and adopted, upon a roll-call
vote as follows:

AYES: 2521 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:       400 votes (Montgomery-Corey, Marnell, Douglas)

Page 1



Resolution No. 25 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO PAUL OTENTI FOR HIS
OUTSTANDING WORK DURING HIS TENURE AS HAZMAT

COORDINATOR FOR ESSEX COUNTY

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Blades, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means  Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary. 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby extends
their deep appreciation to Paul Otenti for his outstanding work and exemplary service
during his tenure as Hazmat Coordinator for Essex County Emergency Services and wish
him the best of luck in his future endeavors.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Scozzafava and unanimously and
adopted.



Resolution No. 26 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PART-TIME HAZMAT
COORDINATOR POSITION (GRADE 14) IN THE EMERGENCY
SERVICES DEPARTMENT, AT THE HOURLY RATE OF $20.64,

TO BE PAID FROM GRANT FUNDS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Morrow, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means  Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary. 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
a part-time Hazmat Coordinator position (Grade 14) in the Emergency Services
Department, which salary to be paid from grant funds in the amount of $20.64/hour.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Boisen, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2521 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   400 votes (Montgomery-Corey, Marnell, Douglas)



Resolution No. 27 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXEMPTION OF THE
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT FROM THE HIRING FREEZE FOR THE

ABILITY TO HIRE SECURITY STAFF, AS NEEDED, FOR THE
OPERATION OF THE JAIL AS MANDATED BY THE

COMMISSIONER OF NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF
CORRECTIONS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Whitson, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means  Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary. 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
that the Sheriff’s Department be exempt from the hiring freeze, in order to hire security
staff, as needed, for the operation of the Jail, as mandated by the Commissioner of New
York State Department of Corrections.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Boisen, and adopted, with
Supervisor Hatch being opposed.
 



Resolution No. 28 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION URGING UNITED STATES SENATOR CHARLES E.
SCHUMER AND SENATOR KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND TO

RECOGNIZE AND INCLUDE VICTIMS OF HURRICANE IRENE IN
TAX CREDIT LEGISLATION FOR HURRICANE SANDY VICTIMS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means  Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, United States Senator Schumer is calling for Federal tax breaks for
victims of Hurricane Sandy which devastated New York City, Long Island, Staten Island
and New Jersey on or about October 29, 2012; and

WHEREAS, the Senator’s proposal makes all repair expenses fully deductible to
help lessen the tax implications for those recovering from the storm; and

WHEREAS, these tax breaks would also include credits to subsidize home and
business repairs and help businesses keep working on the payroll; and

WHEREAS, exemptions would also be extended to those who housed displaced
people during the storm; and

WHEREAS, the members of the Essex County Board of Supervisors believe this
tax assistance to be critical and necessary to help the victims of Hurricane Sandy; and

WHEREAS, in addition, the members of the Essex County Board of Supervisors
believe that this tax assistance must also be offered to the victims of Hurricane Irene,
which devastated parts of New York State, including and especially within Essex County;
and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that due to the devastation and damage
left by Hurricane Irene on and after August 28, 2011, the Essex County Board of
Supervisors hereby respectfully requests United States Senators Charles E. Schumer and
Kirsten Gillibrand to recognize Hurricane Irene victims for said tax credits in their quest for
Hurricane Sandy Federal tax breaks; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk of this Board forward certified copies
of this Resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, Senator Betty O’C. Little, Assemblyman
Daniel Stec, Assemblywoman Janet Duprey, Senator Charles Schumer, Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand, Congressman William Owens and New York State Association of Counties.

 This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Montgomery-Corey, and adopted.



Resolution No. 29 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION URGING NEW YORK STATE TO INCLUDE ESSEX
COUNTY IN REVENUE COLLECTIONS OF 911 SURCHARGES
AND IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 1720-213 AS IT RELATES

TO PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS SURCHARGES

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Morrow, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means  Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, in 1991, New York State passed a law that placed a 70 cent surcharge
on cell phone bills, and in 2002, raised the tax to $1.20 per cell phone; and

WHEREAS, this funding was intended to be transferred from the state police to local
governments to pay for 911 call center services and technology upgrades; and

WHEREAS, for years the state has been apparently diverting these funds for other
purposes and, in fact, a 2002 audit by the New York State Comptroller identified and
criticized the state police for spending the funds on dry cleaning, conferences, pens,
decals, garbage removal and other miscellaneous items unrelated to 911 call center
upgrades; and

WHEREAS, the law was thereafter changed in response, but failed to require that
wireless surcharge funds be diverted to local governments; and

WHEREAS, the New York State 911 Coordinators Association estimates that New
York State has collected over $1.2 billion in surcharges since 1994; and

WHEREAS, in 2004, Congress passed a law that limited 911 grants to states that
were improperly diverting wireless tax revenue and the United States Government
Accountability Office (GAO) has requested and received no response from NYS officials
over the course of two investigations into the collection and use of funds for the 50 States
and the District of Columbia Wireless Enhanced 911 Services; and

WHEREAS, County governments have been forced to raise sales and/or property
taxes to cover for Albany’s improper diversion of these funds; and

WHEREAS, in addition to being irresponsible, such improper allocation of funds
may be illegal.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby supports
Senate Bill 1720-213 relative to Public Safety Communications Surcharges wherein 58.3%
of surcharge funds shall be used for toe provisions of grants or reimbursements to counties



for the development, including next generation 911, consolidation, or operation of public
safety communications systems or networks designed to support interoperable
communications for first responders; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby
urges the State of New York to include Essex County and all Counties in the rightful
revenue collections of 911 surcharges and to comply with existing law, as well as provide
and issue to all Counties an enumeration where the past surcharge monies have been
used since 2002; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk of this Board forward certified copies
of this Resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, Senator Betty O’C. Little, Assemblyman
Daniel Stec, Assemblywoman Janet Duprey, Senator Charles Schumer, Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand, and Congressman William Owens.

 
This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Moore, and adopted.



Resolution No. 30 February 7, 2013
    Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE ESSEX
COUNTY POLICY MANUAL AS IT RELATES TO ARTICLE 9.02a -

HEALTH INSURANCE GUIDELINES

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Boisen, who moved its adoption. 
                  

Upon the recommendation of the Personnel Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, the Essex County Personnel Policy Manual requires a change to Article
9.02a regarding Health Insurance Guideline wherein a married couple who work for Essex
County with no dependents are required to have two individual plans as there is no option
for a  two person plan; and

WHEREAS, it is actually more expensive for the County to have two individual plans
rather than one family plan.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby amends
Article 9.02a - Health Insurance Guidelines of the Essex County Policy Manual to provide
a married couple who work for Essex County with no dependents a family plan health
insurance policy.  

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Canon, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2586 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)



Resolution No. 31 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PAYMENT BY ESSEX
COUNTY TO THE TOWN OF JAY AS AND FOR BRIDGE

REPAIR TO THE HASELTINE ROAD BRIDGE 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Ferebee, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Personnel Committee of this Body, and the same
appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, the County owned, Haseltine Bridge located in the Town of Jay was
severely damaged by Hurricane Irene in August of 2011; and

WHEREAS, in response to Hurricane Irene, Essex County declared a State of
Emergency, which allowed the Essex County Superintendent of the Department of Public
Works to do any and all necessary measures and repairs to protect the public; and

WHEREAS, as a result of Hurricane Irene the Haseltine Road Bridge was severely
damaged placing the motoring public in jeopardy and peril and threatening the closure of
a major thoroughfare which necessitated that the bridge immediately be repaired; and

WHEREAS, as Essex County did not have sufficient resources and manpower at
the time, pursuant to the existing State of Emergency, the County of Essex authorized the
Town of Jay to commence and complete any and all work necessary to repair the Haseltine
Bridge; and

WHEREAS, FEMA has reimbursed Essex County for any and all work with respect
to this and other projects which resulted from Hurricane Irene; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Jay has billed Essex County for the work and is requesting
payment.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the County of Essex shall pay to the Town of Jay the sum
of $34,388.03 for all repair and remediation work done to the Haseltine Bridge as a result
of damage caused by Hurricane Irene pursuant to the invoice submitted by the Town of Jay
dated December 13, 2011.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Canon, and duly adopted, upon a roll-
call as follows:

AYES: 2586 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)



Resolution No. 32 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY
PURCHASING AGENT TO GO TO BID FOR A SURVEY OF

THE HORACE NYE HOME PROPERTY

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Canon, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Personnel Committee of this Body, and the same
appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, there is no survey of the property in which the Horace Nye Home is
situate; and

WHEREAS, prior to the sale of the nursing home, a new certified survey should be
done so the County knows what is being sold and the purchaser knows what they are
buying.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Purchasing Agent to go to bid for a survey of the Horace Nye Home property.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Montgomery-Corey, and duly adopted.



Resolution No. 33 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A
KYOCERA PRINTER FOR REAL PROPERTY TAX SERVICE,
AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $5,740.00, FROM BUDGETED

FUNDS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee of this Body, and the same
appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the purchase of a Kyocera printer for Real Property Tax Service, at a cost not to exceed
$5,740.00, to come from budgeted funds.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Morrow, and duly adopted, upon a roll-
call as follows:

AYES: 2586 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)



Resolution No. 34   February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION TO CANCEL PENALTIES, INTEREST AND OTHER
CHARGES IN THE AMOUNT OF $950.03 ON 2008 TAX PAID, ON

A PARCEL OF PROPERTY IN THE TOWN OF NORTH ELBA,
HAVING TAX MAP #33.072-7-1.000/9

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Preston, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, and approval of the Ways and
Means Committee of this body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the cancellation of penalties, interest and other charges in the amount of $950.03 on a
parcel of property in the Town of North Elba, Tax Map No. 33.072-7-1.00/9.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Boisen, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2066 votes
NOES:      0 votes
ABSENT:  335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)
ABSTAIN:  520 votes (Politi)



Resolution No. 35   February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 324 OF 2012,
AUTHORIZING THE LEVY OF CHARGEBACKS, TO ADD $973.35
CHARGEBACK FOR REAL PROPERTY CHARGES IN THE TOWN

OF MINERVA AND TO REMOVE A CHARGEBACK IN THE
AMOUNT OF $29,985.19 FOR SELF-INSURANCE FOR THE

TOWN OF WILLSBORO

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Politi, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, and approval of the Ways and
Means Committee of this body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, when the actual re-levy was passed, the Town of Minerva had a charge
back for $973.35, which should have appeared and needs to be added and a chargeback
in the amount of $29,985.19 for self-insurance for the Town of Willsboro needs to be
removed; and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 324 of 2012 needs to be amended to reflect the above-
mentioned chargebacks.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
to amend Resolution No. 324 of 2012, to add a chargeback in the amount of $973.35 in the
Town of Minerva; and remove a chargeback in the amount of $29,985.19 for self-insurance
for the Town of Willsboro.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Hatch, and adopted upon a roll-call
vote as follows:

AYES: 2586 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   335  votes (Douglas, Marnell)



Resolution No. 36 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO ESSEX COUNTY
TREASURER, MICHAEL G. DISKIN

ON HIS IMMINENT ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY COLLECTORS, TREASURERS AND

FINANCE OFFICERS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Malaney, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance/Tax Reduction/Mandate Relief
Committee, with the approval of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby
congratulates Michael G. Diskin on his imminent election as President-Elect of the National
Association of County Collectors, Treasurers and Finance Officers.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.



Resolution No. 37 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A TRANSFER OF UP TO
$881,392.80 FROM THE “TRANSFER TO HORACE NYE HOME

ACCOUNT” (99004 59904) TO MMIS ACCOUNT (61004 5487) TO
PAY FOR THE 48% LOCAL SHARE MEDICAID FOR THE

SUPPLEMENTAL UPPER PAYMENT LIMIT ALLOCATED TO THE
NURSING HOME

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Politi, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, with the approval of the Ways
and Means Committee of this body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
a transfer of up to $881,392.80 from the “Transfer to Horace Nye Home Account” - Account
#99004 59904 to the MMIS Account 61004 5487, to pay the 48% local share Medicaid for
the Supplemental Upper Payment Limit Allocated to the Nursing Home.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisors Boisen and Scozzafava, and
adopted, upon a roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 2586 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)



Resolution No. 38 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT TO
THE MURRAY LAW FIRM CONTRACT TO INCREASE

CONTRACT BY $50,000.00, FROM $375,000 TO $425,000 AND
EXTENDING THE CONTRACT TERM 

THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2013.

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Canon, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, with the approval of the Ways
and Means Committee of this body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Chairman or the County Manager to execute a contract amendment to the Murray Law
Firm contract to increase contract amount by $50,000.00, from $375,000.00 to
$425,000.00 and to extend the term of the contract through December 31, 2013, with such
funds to come from the Radio Project.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Morrow, and adopted, upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 1549 votes
NOES: 1037 votes (Scozzafava, Politi, Hatch)
ABSENT:  335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)



Resolution No. 39 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO EXPEND IN AN AMOUNT OF
UP TO $20,000.00, FOR NEEDED EQUIPMENT AT THE HORACE

NYE HOME, WITH SUCH FUNDS TO COME FROM
CONTINGENCY ACCOUNT

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Blades, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, with the approval of the Ways
and Means Committee of this body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

 BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the transfer of up to $20,000.00 from Contingency Account (19904-5487) to Horace Nye
Home Equipment Account (E83502 5E34) for the purchase of needed equipment for the
nursing home.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisors Scozzafava and Moore, and
adopted, upon a roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 2424 votes
NOES:   162 votes (Harrington)
ABSENT:   335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)

BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT:

Contingent Account Balance as of 1/1/2013      : $200,000.00

Reduction Impact of this resolution: $  20,000.00

FY2013 Contingent Account Balance: $180,000.00



Resolution No. 40 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTINUING AGREEMENT
WITH THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF

TRANSPORTATION FOR SECTION 5311 OPERATING
ASSISTANCE FUNDS AND THE SUBMISSION OF THE

ANNUAL GRANT APPLICATION FOR THOSE FUNDS TO
PROGRESS AND COMPLETE THE PROJECT FOR THE 2013

AND 2014 FISCAL YEARS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Malaney, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Essex County has submitted a request for a grant of funds to the New
York State Department of Transportation, pursuant to Section 5311, Title 49 United States
Code, for a project to provide public mass transportation service for Public Transit and
Transportation Coordination for the 2013-2014 fiscal years; and

WHEREAS, Essex County and the State of New York have entered into a
continuing agreement which authorizes the undertaking of the Project and payment of the
Federal Share.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors and/or its County
Manager is hereby authorized to act on behalf of Essex County to sign the application and
progress and complete the above project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Essex County Board of
Supervisors and/or its County Manager are hereby authorized to act on behalf of Essex
County to sign any contracts or agreements between Essex County and any Third Party
Subcontractor necessary to complete this public transportation project, subject to approval
of the County Attorney.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Bartley, and duly adopted, upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2430 votes
NOES:   156 votes (Canon, Moore, Preston)
ABSENT:   335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)



Resolution No. 41 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILLING OF A TYPIST
POSITION IN THE MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT, AT THE

HOURLY RATE OF $12.82, FROM BUDGETED FUNDS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Morrow, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
to fill a position of a typist in the Mental Health Department at the hourly rate of $12.82,
which salary to come from budgeted funds.

   
This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Boisen, and adopted, upon a roll-

call vote as follows:

AYES: 2586 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)



Resolution No. 42 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILLING OF A DEPUTY
PUBLIC DEFENDER POSITION IN THE PUBLIC DEFENDER’S

OFFICE, AT A SALARY OF $59,160.00, 
FROM BUDGETED FUNDS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Boisen, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee, and the same
appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Public Defender to fill a Deputy Public Defender position at a salary of $59,160.00, 
which salary to come from budgeted funds.

   
This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Morrow, and adopted, upon a roll-

call vote as follows:

AYES: 2424 votes
NOES:   162 votes (Hatch)
ABSENT:   335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)



Resolution No. 43 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC HEALTH
DEPARTMENT TO ACCEPT A FIVE YEAR GRANT FROM NEW

YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO AID 
ESSEX COUNTY IN RABIES CONTROL, 
IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $68,862.05, 

FROM APRIL 1, 2013 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2018

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Blades, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee, and the same
appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the acceptance of a five year grant from the New York State Department of Health for
rabies control in the total amount of $68,862.05; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board further authorizes the Chairman
and/or County Manager to execute a contract with the NYS Department of Health for a five
year term, to aid Essex County in Rabies Control, in the total amount of $68,862.05, 
contract term shall be from April 1, 2013 through March 31, 2018.

   
This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Connell, and adopted, upon a roll-

call vote as follows:

AYES: 2586 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)



Resolution No. 44 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF
FRANCES J. SHEEHAN

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Montgomery-Corey, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee, and the same appearing
proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Frances J. Sheehan, passed away on December 27, 2012, after a 50 year
battle with MS; and

WHEREAS, Frances J. Sheehan was born on June 4, 1933, the daughter of William and
Thelma (Davis) Freebern; and

WHEREAS, Frances J. Sheehan was a lifelong resident of Minerva and graduated from
North Creek High School in 1951; and

WHEREAS, Frances J. Sheehan worked at General Telephone Company in North Creek
after high school and went on to work as a secretary with Stevenson Insurance Agency in
Chestertown and later as a stenographer at North Creek National Bank; and

WHEREAS, Frances J. Sheehan married John B. Sheehan on June 8, 1957; and

WHEREAS, Frances J. Sheehan loved to travel and especially enjoyed vacations in
Myrtle Beach, Branson, MO and Nashville, TN; and

WHEREAS, Frances J. Sheehan was a member of the Sleeping Giants Senior Citizens
Club; and

WHEREAS, Frances J. Sheehan is survived by her husband of 55 years, John B.
Sheehan; her sons Tim and his companion, Lisa and Danny and his best friend and housemate,
David; and

WHEREAS, Frances J. Sheehan is also survived by her sisters, Judy McConnell and her
husband, John and Sharon Wells; her brothers Kenneth Freebern and his wife, Sharlene and
Reginald Freebern and his wife, Roxie; Sister-in-law, Mary Jane Freebern; and several nieces,
nephews and cousins; and
 

WHEREAS, Frances J. Sheehan is the beloved mother of Tim Sheehan, employee of
the Town of Minerva Highway Department; and

WHEREAS, Frances J. Sheehan was a loving daughter, wife, mother, sister, aunt and
friend who will be sorely missed but never forgotten.
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, its Clerk of the Board,
County Manager and County Attorney hereby express and extend their deepest appreciation
and condolences to the family of Frances J. Sheehan; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes of this
Board of Supervisors, with a suitably embossed copy thereof to be forwarded to the Sheehan
family.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.



Resolution No. 45 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

CONGRATULATIONS TO LUCY WILCOX ON THE CELEBRATION
OF HER 100  BIRTHDAYTH

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Montgomery-Corey, who moved
its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee, and the same
appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Lucy Wilcox of Minerva celebrated her 100  Birthday on January 21,th

2013; and

WHEREAS, Lucy Wilcox has served the Minerva Community throughout her life as
a founding member of the Minerva Rescue Squad; and

WHEREAS, Lucy Wilcox and her husband, Jack served as the first Red Cross first
aid instructors in the Town of Minerva; and

WHEREAS, Lucy Wilcox was a founding member of the Minerva Service
Organization and was a treasured member of the MSO’s Kazoo Band; and

WHEREAS, Lucy Wilcox served as a school bus driver for Minerva Central School
and contributed greatly to the welfare of the children of Minerva; and

WHEREAS, Lucy Wilcox served as Deputy Town Clerk for many years; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Minerva is a better place due to Lucy’s extraordinary spirit
and commitment to the community.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby
congratulates Lucy Wilcox on her 100  Birthday and for the many contributions that sheth

has made to her community and friends in Minerva; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be spread upon the minutes of
this Board of Supervisors, with a suitably embossed copy thereof to be forwarded to Lucy
Wilcox. 

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.



 Resolution No. 46 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION 
TO THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS OFFICE STAFF

 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary. 

WHEREAS, the office staff of the Essex County Board of Elections have done an
excellent job during 2012 and especially during Election time.
      

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby extends
their deep appreciation to the staff of the Essex County Board of Elections for all their help
and hard work during throughout 2012 and congratulates them on a job well done.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Canon, and adopted.



 Resolution No. 47 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO PRE-TECH
PRECISION MACHINING IN MINEVILLE ON BECOMING

AS9100C CERTIFIED

 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary. 

WHEREAS, Pre-Tech Precision Machining is a small manufacturing company
established in 1985, headquartered in Williston, Vermont, with a production plant located
in the Moriah Industrial Park in Mineville, with 22 employees in the Mineville location; and

WHEREAS, Pre-Tech manufactures precision-machined metal and plastic
components mostly related to the aerospace industry with some parts produced for the 
biomedical industry, a large amount of the work done is for government and commercial
aerospace industries; and

WHEREAS, Pre-Tech has recently received a coveted AS9100C Certification, which
is the quality management standard specifically written for the aerospace industry awarded
by the Online Aerospace Supplier Information System and places Pre-tech among the best
in the Aerospace and Defense Quality Management System International Standard; and

WHEREAS, being AS9100C certified will allow Pre-Tech to branch out to new
customers and be key to future expansion.
     

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby extends
their congratulations to Pre-Tech Precision Machining on receiving their AS9100C
Certification and wishes them continued success in the future.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Blades, and adopted.



 Resolution No. 48 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OPPOSING NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
BILLS A.689, A.172 AND A.2099 AND SENATE BILLS S.1461,
S.609 AND S.1549 ENACTING A NEW TITLE VI TO THE NEW

YORK STATE ELECTION ENTITLED, “EARLY VOTING”

 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Morrow, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary. 

WHEREAS, a series of proposed amendments to the New York State Election Law
have been introduced in the Senate and Assembly of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, as proposed, said bills will have a deleterious effect on County Boards
of Elections, and will certainly significantly increase the cost of elections; and

WHEREAS, Bills A.689 and S.1461, propose to enact a new Title VI to the Election
Law entitled, “Early Voting”; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Early Voting amendment would require voting be allowed
fourteen (14) days before a general election and seven (7) days before any primary
election, at a minimum of five (5) polling places in each County from 8:00 a.m. until 7:00
p.m. each day, including weekends; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the 14- or 7- day Early Voting term prescribed, the
amendments also states: “Local Boards of Elections may purchase direct recording
electronic machines to be used solely for early voting...” ; and

WHEREAS, Bills A.172 and S.609, as well as A.2099 and S1549 propose nearly
identical amendments to election Law; to provide for same-day registration of voters, at the
polling place, during the hours that the polling place is open for voting; and

WHEREAS, while the procedure to register said prospective voter is unspecified,
it is not unreasonable to infer some type of internet connection would be required; and

WHEREAS, internet access for the conduct of an election or voter registration is not
available at the polling places in Essex County; and

WHEREAS, while Early Voting amendment does concede to additional costs
incident to its implementation, the Same-day Registration proposal contends no fiscal
impact, which is a dubious assertion; and



WHEREAS, none of the proposed amendments to Election Law stipulate any
financial assistance to implement their programs; and

WHEREAS, compliments of the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA), the
cost of elections in Essex County has increased since 2006; and

WHEREAS, these proposed amendments to State Election Law are again a case
study of unfunded mandates imposed upon local governments; and

WHEREAS, given the current climate within which local government must operate,
it is truly unfortunate and disingenuous that the legislature of the State of New York would
continue to consider unfunded mandates; and

WHEREAS, the Essex County Board of Supervisors must voice its strong opposition
to the proposed amendments to Election Law.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors be and hereby
voices its strong opposition to the proposed amendments to Election Law, to wit:

C A.689/S.1461 - An Act to amend the election law, in relation to early voting
C A.172/S.609 - An Act to amend the election law, in relation to allowing for

polling place voter registration for any qualified person who is not registered
to vote

C A.2099/S.1549 - An Act to amend the election law, in relation to allowing for
polling place voter registration for any qualified person who is not registered
to vote; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk of this Board of Supervisors shall
forward certified copies of this Resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, Senator
Elizabeth O’C. Little, Assemblyman Daniel Stec, Assemblywoman Janet Duprey, other
New York Counties and the New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC).

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisors Canon and Moore, and adopted.



Resolution No. 49 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION APPOINTING ALLISON MCGAHAY AS THE
REPUBLICAN ELECTION COMMISSIONER FOR ESSEX COUNTY
          
          

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Canon, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, the Essex County Republican Committee has filed with the Clerk of this
Board a certificate dated January 22, 2013, recommending that Allison McGahay be 
appointed to the Office of Republican Election Commissioner.
          

BE IT RESOLVED that Ms. Allison McGahay of Lake Placid, New York be and she
hereby is appointed to the Office of Republican Election Commissioner, with her 2013
salary being $17,962.11, for a two year term commencing February 7, 2013 and to expire
on December 31, 2014.
          

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisors Ferebee and Moore, and
adopted.



 Resolution No. 50 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILLING OF A
TEMPORARY HEAP POSITION IN THE DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL SERVICES UNTIL FEBRUARY 28, 2013, FROM

BUDGETED FUNDS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary. 

    
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes

the filling of a temporary HEAP position in the Department of Social Services until February
28, 2013, from budgeted funds.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Moore, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2586 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)



 Resolution No. 51 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO FILL A CLERICAL POSITION
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES WITH 100%

REIMBURSED FUNDING
 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Connell, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary. 

    
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes

to fill a full-time clerical position in the Department of Social Services, which salary to be
paid from 100% reimbursable grant funds.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisors Blades and Boisen, and adopted
upon a roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 2586 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)



Resolution No. 52 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PAYMENT TO NEW YORK
MUNICIPAL INSURANCE RECIPROCAL (NYMIR) IN THE
AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR SETTLEMENT OF WHITSON

CLAIM

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Canon, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, the Whitson v. County of Essex claim has been settled in the amount
of $9,000.00, and a Stipulation of Discontinuance has been filed by Towne, Ryan &
Partners, P.C.; and

WHEREAS, NYMIR has submitted their invoice in the amount of $9,000.00 for
payment as reimbursement of settlement of the Debra Whitson v. Essex County Claim.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the County of Essex shall pay to New York Municipal
Insurance Reciprocal the sum of $9,000.00, as reimbursement of settlement of Whitson
matter.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Moore, and duly adopted, upon a roll-
call as follows:

AYES: 2374 votes
NOES:   101 votes (Preston)
ABSENT:   446 votes (Douglas, Marnell, Blades)



 Resolution No.  53 February 7, 2013
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION REQUESTING INTRODUCTION OF HOME RULE
LEGISLATION TO ALLOW ESSEX COUNTY TO IMPOSE AN

ADDITIONAL 1% PERCENT RATE OF SALES AND COMPENSATING
USE TAXES (EXISTING 3/4% PLUS AN ADDITIONAL 1/4%) 

FOR THE PERIOD BEGINNING 
JUNE 1, 2013 AND ENDING NOVEMBER 30, 2013

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Politi, who moved its adoption. 
                  

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, because of the severe economic burden and fiscal constraints currently
effecting Essex County by virtue of the increase in state mandated programs, the steady
decline in sales tax and occupancy tax revenues, the constraints imposed upon the County
by virtue of the Real Property Tax Cap legislation, and the precipitous increase in
appropriations, the County of Essex presently finds itself in a situation in which it must find 
alternative means of raising revenue or risk the complete depletion of its General Fund and
the possible reduction in services and existing manpower; and

WHEREAS, the following conditions exist within the County:

C Since 2008, the County has lost nearly $4 million in revenue from all sources
including state and federal funds

C The County’s New York State Retirement contributions in 2008, was
$1,797,993 and has increased to $4,721,516 in 2013, which represents
$2,923,523 in additional cost to the County.

C The County, since 2008, has eliminated nearly 60 employees (out of a
workforce of 600 employees) through retirement incentives, elimination of
positions and the layoff of employees, but despite these eliminations, the
County had an increase of 8.6% in the tax levy for 2011 and 10.54% for 2012.

C The County’s Employee Health Insurance premiums since 2007, have
increased from $7,475,439 to $9,613,175, despite the elimination of nearly
10% of the County’s workforce.

C The County’s fund balance of $20,400,000 in 2008 has declined to a balance
of $12,400,000 starting 2012, or a drop of $8 million over this period.  The
current level of fund balance will not be sufficient to prevent even higher
double digit increases to the tax levy for 2013 and beyond.  In fact, it is
anticipated that the net budget for 2014, after the sale of the nursing home
will be $24,926,274.00.  It is anticipated that we will raise $16,461,016.00 in
revenue which results in a $8,465,258.00 shortfall for the year 2014.  At
present, Essex County currently has $9,000,000.00 in Fund Balance and the
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Fund Balance will need to be used right the anticipated $8,465,258.00 deficit.
C With respect to sales tax revenue for 2013, one quarter percent of our 3.75%

or approximately $1.5 million was returned to the town as additional revenue
source to them.  For 2013, the towns within Essex County were able to meet
the tax cap provision based upon the additional revenue from the County. 

C The County has been unable to control or sustain the significant increases in
cost at the County-owned nursing home, which is currently on the market for
private sale.  Additionally, the County is considering the sale of its’ CHHA
program of visiting nurses in an effort to reduce its overall budget shortfalls.

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that an additional 1/4% increase in our County sales tax
would generate over $1.6 million dollars in badly needed revenue necessary to offset these
costs; and 

WHEREAS,  46 of 57 counties currently have implemented sales tax percentages
that are at 4% or higher.  Essex County’s current 3 3/4% is not adequate to offset these
significant increases in the property tax; and 

WHEREAS, Essex County already does not impose sales tax on residential home
energy products and has no intention of imposing sales tax thereon should it be allowed by
home rule legislation to increase its local sales tax amount by one quarter of one percent;
and

WHEREAS, all additional income to be derived from the one quarters of one percent
sales tax increase will go directly to reduce the real property tax levy; and

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby requests that
the State Legislature introduce home rule legislation allowing Essex County to adopt and
amend local laws, ordinances or resolutions imposing such taxes at a rate which is one
percent additional to the 3% rate already authorized for the period beginning June 1, 2013
and ending November 30, 2013 or during such additional time period beginning in 2013, as
the legislature may dictate.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of this Board is hereby authorized and
directed to immediately send certified copies of this resolution to:  Governor Andrew
Cuomo, Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos, Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb,
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver; Senator Elizabeth O’C. Little; and Assembly Member
Daniel Stec.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisors Boisen and Preston, and duly adopted,
upon a roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 2586 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   335 votes (Douglas, Marnell)
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