
Resolution No. 298 November 20, 2014
Special Board Meeting

 RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS
OF THE ADIRONDACK ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS AND

VILLAGES AND THE ADIRONDACK PARK LOCAL
GOVERNMENT REVIEW BOARD TO AMEND THE

ADIRONDACK STATE LAND MASTER PLAN 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Merrihew, who moved its
adoption.                           

WHEREAS, the Adirondack Association of Towns & Villages and the Adirondack
Park Local Government Review Board have long advocated for a comprehensive review
of the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (SLMP) - the document that governs the
use of all 2,614,000 acres of state-owned land in the Adirondacks, and

WHEREAS, the Adirondack Park Agency is currently initiating a process to review
and amend the SLMP - which has not had a major review in a quarter century – and is in
need of significant revisions to reflect the realities of today’s Adirondacks and the needs
of the people who seek to make their homes and earn their livings here, and
 

WHEREAS,  upon passage of the Adirondack Park Agency Act by the New York
State legislature, the Act required the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) to draft the
Adirondack State Land Master Plan for approval by the Governor, and

WHEREAS, Governor Rockefeller’s Memorandum in Support of the Act, and the
Press Release he issued when he signed the SLMP in 1972 make it very clear that both
he and the state legislature intended that the state interest in the protection and
preservation of the natural resources of the Adirondacks be balanced with the needs of the
residents for a strong economy and healthy communities, and 

WHEREAS, the Statement of Legislative Findings and Purposes of the APA Act
(Section 801) states: 

“The basic purpose of this article is to insure optimum overall conservation,
protection, preservation, development and use of the unique scenic, aesthetic,
wildlife, recreational, open space, historic, ecological and natural resources of the
Adirondack park. 

A further purpose of this article is to focus the responsibility for developing long-
range park policy in a forum reflecting statewide concern. This policy shall recognize
the major state interest in the conservation, use and development of the park's
resources and the preservation of its open space character, and at the same time,



provide a continuing role for local government.”

WHEREAS, for the past four decades, state land purchasing and management
policy in the Adirondacks have been tipped decidedly against economic sustainability.
During that time, many traditional uses have been severely restricted or prohibited, and
320,000 acres of productive private forest lands have been purchased and converted to
“forever wild” state forest preserve lands, and 

WHEREAS, today, as documented in the 2014 Adirondack Park Regional
Assessment, Adirondack populations continue to dwindle, schools continue to lose
students, and emergency services continue to struggle financially and lose volunteers, and 

WHEREAS, in recognition of the Agency’s current willingness to review and
amend the SLMP, it is incumbent on local government to take this unique opportunity to
support amendments to the SLMP that reflect the need for economic development
sensibly balanced with the character of the Adirondacks, and

WHEREAS, the Adirondack Park Local Government Review Board (Review
Board) and the Adirondack Association of Towns and Villages (AATV) have prepared the
attached list of their recommendations for changes in the SLMP.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby states
its support for the recommended amendments to the State Land Master Plan attached
hereto, and encourages the AATV and the Review Board to pursue said recommendations
with all due haste, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors
requests an amendment to the State Land Master Plan to allow additional development of
recreational facilities at State owned “Intensive Use” areas.  As times and recreational
opportunities are constantly changing, and the process as it now stands requires a costly
and exhaustive UMP amendment for each recreational purpose.  This process can
sometimes take years, resulting in projects and facilities constantly being behind the eight
ball with respect to opportunities for recreation which generates revenue, jobs and full list
of economic benefits.  Therefore, this Board requests that the Master Plan allow the
Management of these facilities to pursue uses as they see fit without the requirement to
revisit the UMP process each and every time an idea is formed.  The mere fact that it has
been 25 years since this process was last done speaks for itself and interferes with the
profitable and economical operation of facilities with these types of restrictions.  This Board
understands that wilderness areas should be protected, however, “Intensive Use” areas
are just that, and the Management of these areas should be left to the people the State
has placed in charge to oversee their operation and development; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to
Deputy Director of Planning, Kathy Regan, Adirondack Park Agency, PO Box 99, Ray
Brook, NY 12977 and via email to SLP_Comments@apa.ny.gov, ;and  

mailto:SLP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to
Governor Andrew Cuomo, Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, Senator Charles Schumer,
Congresswoman-Elect Elise Stefanik, Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos, Senator
Elizabeth Little, Senator Hugh Farley, Senator James E. Seward, Senator Joseph A. Griffo,
Senator Patty Ritchie, Senator Kathy Marchione, Senator David Valesky, Senator Liz
Krueger, Assemblyman Dan Stec, Assemblywoman Janet L. Duprey, Assemblyman Al
Graf, Assemblyman Mark Butler, Assemblyman Ken Blankenbush, Assemblyman Robert
Sweeney, DEC Commissioner Joe Martens,  Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, DEC
Region 5 Director Bob Stegemann, DEC Region 6 Director, Judy Drabicki,  the Twelve
Counties of the Adirondacks, the Adirondack Park Agency, and the Adirondack Association
of Towns and Villages and the Adirondack Park Local Government Review Board.  
                   

The following resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.
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RESOLUTION SCHEDULING A SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
FOR DECEMBER 9, 2014 AT 11:30 A.M. TO CONSIDER THE

2015 ESSEX COUNTY TENTATIVE BUDGET

The following resolution was offered by Supervisors Marnell and Gillilland,  who
moved its adoption.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby schedules
a Special Board Meeting to be held on December 9, 2014, at 11:30 a.m. to consider the
2015 Essex County Tentative Budget, as follows:

1. To permit the Board of Supervisors the opportunity to submit changes to the
2015 Tentative Essex County Budget and to discuss and debate the same,
to pass any resolutions with respect thereto, together with consideration of
any ancillary matters which relate to the 2015 Essex County Budget
including, but not limited to:

a) Resolution accepting the 2015 Tentative Essex County Budget
subject to amendment and final adoption of the 2015 Essex County
Budget.

b) Any resolutions amending the 2015 Tentative Essex County Budget.

c) Any resolutions amending the 2015 Tentative Essex County Budget
modifying the amounts to be transferred from the General Fund within
said budget.

d) Resolution adopting the 2015 Tentative Essex County Budget, as
amended, as the 2015 Essex County Budget and appropriating funds
pursuant to County Law §356.

e) Resolution levying the 2015 County and Town Taxes and
Assessments, approving the completed tax rolls, and directing the
execution of the relevied tax warrants.

f) Resolution amending the 2015 Tentative Essex County Budget by
increasing or decreasing the amount to be appropriated from the
unexpended and unreserved fund balance (General Fund) to either
increase or decrease the tax levy.

2. Resolution introducing proposed Local Law #1 of 2015 - Salaries of County
Officers Elected or Appointed.

3. Resolution adopting Local Law #4 of 2014 - Best Value Procurement.

4. Resolution adopting Local Law #3 of 2014 - Overriding the tax levy limit
established in General Municipal Law §3-c.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.
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RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE 2% SALARY INCREASE FOR
EMPLOYEES IN THE 2015 TENTATIVE BUDGET, AND

AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN TO ESTABLISH A
SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO BE APPOINTED IN 2015 RELATIVE

TO FUTURE REQUESTS FOR SALARY INCREASES

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts the
2% salary increase for employees in the 2015 Essex County Tentative Budget and further
authorizes the County Chairman to establish a Special Committee to be appointed in 2015,
relative to future requests for salary increases; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Special Committee shall prepare a report
for those salary increases and position reviews which will present a plan spread out for two
to three years to the County Manager and the Essex County Board of Supervisors.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Grinnell, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote, as follows:

AYES: 1523 votes (Merrihew, McNally, Scozzafava, Politi, Grinnell, Preston)
NOES: 1343 votes (Morrow, Harrington, Gardner, Douglas, Ferebee, Blades,

Marnell, Whitson, Connell, Gillilland)
ABSENT:     55 votes (Canon, Moore)


