
Resolution No. 137 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO
MARTIN J. NEPHEW, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MOUNTAIN LAKE SERVICES

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body,
and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Martin J. Nephew, Executive Director of Mountain Lake Services
began his career at Mountain Lake Services in 1992, as an Accounting Manager,
Director of Business Services in 2006, and finally, as Executive Director in 2010; and 

WHEREAS,  Marty Nephew has cultivated a small-business culture within an
organization that employs over 500 people. He “knows everybody’s name” and takes
a personal interest in those who work for Mountain Lake Services. Likewise, his
open-door policy provides access to the consumers of the Agency for a personal
chat and check-in; and 

WHEREAS, Marty Nephew is a trusted provider for the Essex County Board
of Supervisors. As one Supervisor stated, “[We rely on] his relationship with the
communities he serves, the opportunities that Essex Industries provides, and his
commitment to Mental Health and the needs of the consumers.” The Board of
Supervisors has continually supported the work of Mountain Lake Services because
they can “trust that the consumers will be well taken care of”; and

WHEREAS,  we appreciate Mr. Nephew’s many years of dedicated services
to those with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities in Essex County; and 

WHEREAS, Martin J. Nephew has retired from service in 2020.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby
extends their sincere and deep appreciation to Mr. Martin J. Nephew for his
outstanding, unwavering and exemplary service to Essex County and to the staff of
Mountain Lake Services  and wishes him continued success and best wishes in his future
endeavors. 

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.



Resolution No. 138 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENTS TO
BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND/OR COUNCILS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption. 
                  

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby makes the
following appointments:

1. Appointment of Jack Mudge as a member of the Developmental Disabilities Sub-
Committee for the term January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2022.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Barber, and adopted.



Resolution No. 139 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY MENTAL
HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO CONTINUE PROVIDING

TELEMENTAL HEALTH VIDEO CONFERENCING SERVICES
PLATFORM AT THE TOTAL COST OF $4,320.00 PER YEAR 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption. 
                  

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, in 2018, Essex County Mental Health Department applied for and
received an operating certificate to provide telemental health (video conferencing) services
to their clients; and

WHEREAS, the Mental Health Department is desirous of continuing to utilize this
platform to allow for expanded mental health services in Essex County at a total cost for
HIPAA compliant platform subscription of $4,320.00 per year, from budgeted funds. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Essex County Mental Health Department to continue to provide the telemental health
video conferencing services platform at the total cost of $4,320.00 per year, from budgeted
funds.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Rand, and adopted upon a roll-call
vote, as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 140 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS AND APPRECIATION TO 
ANNIE GRONNINGSATER MCKINLEY

UPON HER RETIREMENT FROM 
ESSEX COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Tyler, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS,  Annie Gronningsater McKinley, LCSW-R, began her career at Essex
County Mental Health (ECMH) on September 6, 1984, as a shared-staff, in collaboration
with New York State; and

WHEREAS, Annie became a full-time Essex County Mental Health employee upon 
promotion to a Supervising Psychiatric Social Worker in April 2004; and

WHEREAS, in 2010, she became Assistant Director of Community Mental Health
Services; and

WHEREAS, Annie Gronningsater McKinley has graciously performed her duties for
over 36 years and has announced her retirement; and

WHEREAS, Annie brought to Essex County Mental Health a wealth of clinical
experiences and was always interested in learning new therapies. In her early years, she
had a private practice and worked part-time for the VA providing telemental health services;
she was ahead of her time! She was integral in creating the “OUT and UP” children’s
therapy program at ECMH, which was an adventured-based, summer program for at-risk
adolescents, involving camping, hiking, canoeing, and ropes course work at Paul Smith’s.
She has a love and appreciation for the valuable work done at the agency for over 36 years;
and

WHEREAS, during her tenure with the Essex County Mental Health Department,
Annie Gronningsater McKinley has exhibited the highest degree of professionalism,
competency, integrity and attention to detail and has always greeted and treated the public,
the residents of Essex County and its employees with grace and respect; and

WHEREAS, the Essex County Board of Supervisors wishes to extend its deep and
abiding appreciation to Annie G. McKinley for her many years of outstanding public service
to the people of Essex County.             
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, its Clerk of the
Board, County Manager and County Attorney hereby extend their most heartfelt appreciation
to Annie Gronningsater McKinley for her dedication and service to Essex County and upon
her retirement from the Essex County Mental Health Department as Assistant Director of
Community Mental Health Services and wishes her continued success and best wishes in
her future endeavors. 

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.



Resolution No. 141 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOR
VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways & Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby amends the
2020 Essex County Budget as follows:

1. From the Health Department, to increase revenues and appropriations in the
amount of $21,736.00, from ECHO - State Opioid grant funds, as follows:

REVENUES
Account Number Account Name Amount
4197 43489ECO ECHO  $21,736.00

APPROPRIATIONS
Account Number Account Name Amount
41901 5130 Part-Time Wages $21,736.00

2. From the Health Department, to increase revenues and appropriations in the
amount of $7,700.00, from emergency funding through NYS PHEP, as follows:

REVENUES
Account Number Account Name Amount
4191 444891 NYSPHEP Preventive Services $7,700.00

APPROPRIATIONS
Account Number Account Name Amount
41911 5110 Regular Wages $5,385.00
41918 5810 Retirement   1,543.00
41918 5820 Social Security      772.00

$7,700.00

3. From the Health Department, to increase revenues and appropriations in the
amount of $10,000.00, from AHI through Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, as
follows:

REVENUES
Account Number Account Name Amount
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4189 42705AHI AHI $10,000.00

APPROPRIATIONS
Account Number Account Name Amount
41894 54AHI AHI $10,000.00

4. From the Health Department, to increase revenues and appropriations in the
amount of $49,625.00, from NYS PHEP grant funds, as follows:

REVENUES
Account Number Account Name Amount
4191 444891 Preventive Services  $49,625.00

APPROPRIATIONS
Account Number Account Name Amount
41911 5110 Regular Wages $32,828.00
41918 5810 Retirement   14,116.00
41914 5452 Other Supplies        681.00
41914 5451 Training, Schools/Conventions     2,000.00

$49,625.00

5. From the Office for the Aging, to increase revenues and appropriations in the
amount of $98,807.00, from CARES ACT stimulus COVID-19, as follows:

REVENUES
Account Number Account Name Amount
6772 4440190 CARES ACT $98,807.00

APPROPRIATIONS
Account Number Account Name Amount
67724 54COVID CARES ACT Stimulus Covid19 $98,807.00

6. From the Office for the Aging, to increase revenues and appropriations in the
amount of $22,999.00, from CARES ACT stimulus COVID-19 (ADRC), as follows:

REVENUES
Account Number Account Name Amount
6772 4440190 CARES ACT (ADRC) $22,999.00

APPROPRIATIONS
Account Number Account Name Amount
67724 54COVID CARES ACT Stimulus Covid19 $22,999.00

7. From Board of Elections, to increase revenues and appropriations in the amount of
$71,550.21, from HAVA Cybersecurity Remediation grant, as follows:

REVENUES
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Account Number Account Name Amount
1450 43089 State Aid - Cyber Security $71,550.21

APPROPRIATIONS
Account Number Account Name Amount
14504 5410 Office Supplies $18,620.00
14504 5451 Training     5,310.21
14504 5434 Consulting Fees   47,620.00

$71,550.21

8. From Department of Public Works, increase revenues and appropriations in the
amount of $1,749,400.00, Blue Ridge Road Pavement Preservation Project #15-1,
as follows:

REVENUES
Account Number Account Name Amount
H5437 44089 Federal Aid $1,399,520.00
H5437 43501 State Aid      262,410.00

$1,661,930.00
                                     *5% Local (Essex County) funding        87,470.00*

$1,749,400.00

APPROPRIATIONS
Account Number Account Name Amount
H54374 5487 Misc. $1,749,400.00

9. From the County Clerk/Records Management Office, increase revenues and
appropriations in the amount of $37,037.00, from 2019-20 LGRMIF grant, as
follows:

REVENUES
Account Number Account Name Amount
1460 43089024 LGRMIF Records Management $37,037.00

APPROPRIATIONS
Account Number Account Name Amount
14604 5440LGR Local Govt Records Mgmt $37,037.00

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Merrihew, and adopted, upon a roll-call
vote as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)
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Resolution No. 142 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH
MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS FOR THE MONKTON RADIO PROJECT

TO CHANGE THE NUMBER OF FREQUENCIES FROM 4 TO 3, 
FROM SICG GRANT FUNDS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Holzer, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
an amendment or change order to the following contract:

C Contract amendment with Motorola Solutions, bearing Contract No.  ES-20-0004,
for Frequency Coordination to amend the contract to proceed with 3 out of 4
frequencies and allow project to continue while pursuing the 4th frequency, from
SICG grant funds.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby
authorizes the above referenced contract amendment; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Chairman or County Manager are
hereby authorized to execute the same upon the approval of the County Attorney.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Tyler, and adopted upon a roll-call
vote, as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 143 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY SERVICES
DEPARTMENT TO EXPEND BUDGETED GRANT FUNDS WHICH
WERE PLACED ON HOLD DUE TO COVID-19, AND ARE DUE TO

EXPIRE ON AUGUST 31, 2020, 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Holzer, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Emergency Services Department to expend the following grant funds which are due
to expire:

SHSP17 - to expire on August 31, 2020
HMC 17 - to expire on August 31, 2020
SICG17 - to expire on December 31, 2020
SICG18 - to expire on December 31, 2020*

*trying to get an extension on this grant

SICG grant funds are earmarked for the Monkton VT radio project.

All of the above referenced grants are 100% state and/or federal reimbursement.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Hughes, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 144 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO
AWARD BIDS, ISSUE CONTRACTS OR PURCHASE ORDERS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Purchasing Agent to award bids, issue contracts or purchase orders for the following:

1. Emergency Services - to enter into a short-term contract with Intrado for
maintenance on phone system through August 1, 2020.

2. Information Systems - purchase a blade server from DellEMC, in the amount
of $156,721.85, with funds to come from Information Systems Capital Project
13-2.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a Budget Transfer is hereby authorized for the
above referenced purchase, as follows:

FROM: Amount
Capital Project 13-2 $156,721.85

TO:
Account Number Account Name Amount
H16802 5250 Technical Equipment $156,721.85

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairman or County Manager are hereby
authorized to execute a contract or purchase order for the above referenced.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor McNally, and adopted, upon a
roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 145 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND IN THE AMOUNT OF
$5,000.00 TO MINERVA CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR

OVERPAYMENT OF 
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER SERVICES 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor McNally, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
a refund in the amount of $5,000.00 to Minerva Central School District for overpayment of
School Resources Officer Services per contract, with funds to come from Sheriff
Department Account #4158990.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Rand, and adopted upon a roll-call
vote, as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 146 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS AND APPRECIATION TO 
TRACY TUREK

UPON HER RETIREMENT FROM 
ESSEX COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENT

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Tyler, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Tracy Turek has been a faithful public servant to the people of Essex
County for over 30 years; and

WHEREAS, Tracy Turek began employment with the Essex County Probation
Department as a Probation Officer on June 25, 1990; promoted to Senior Probation Officer
on January 10, 2000, and became a Probation Supervisor on September 3, 2009; and

WHEREAS, during her tenure with the Essex County Probation Department, Tracy
Turek has exhibited the highest degree of professionalism, competency, integrity and
attention to detail and has always greeted and treated the public, residents of Essex
County and its employees with grace and respect; and

WHEREAS, Tracy Turek has graciously performed her duties for over 30 years and
has announced her retirement effective July 6, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the Essex County Board of Supervisors wishes to extend its deep and
abiding appreciation to Tracy Turek for her many years of outstanding public service to the
people of Essex County.             
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, its Clerk of the
Board, County Manager and County Attorney hereby extend their most heartfelt
appreciation to Tracy Turek for her dedication and service to Essex County and upon her
retirement from the Essex County Probation Department as a Probation Supervisor and
wishes her continued success and best wishes in her future endeavors. 

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.



Resolution No. 147 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN TO
EXECUTE CHAMPLAIN NATIONAL BANK ACCOUNT

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES FOR THE ESSEX COUNTY
PROBATION DEPARTMENT

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body,
and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, this Board has been advised by the Essex County Probation
Department that due to personnel changes they are required to revise their bank signature
cards for the accounts of the Essex County Probation Department at Champlain National
Bank.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the County Chairman to execute the attached hereto Government Authorization
Resolutions of Champlain National Bank for the accounts of the Essex County Probation
Department, and hereby accepts all terms and conditions set forth in the attached
Resolutions/Authorizations.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Merrihew, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes

NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)











Resolution No. 148 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ESSEX COUNTY PUBLIC
DEFENDER BRANDON BOUTELLE, ESQ. TO APPOINT DEPUTY

PUBLIC DEFENDER, EMILY EVATT AS ACTING PUBLIC
DEFENDER BEGINNING JULY 3, 2020 THROUGH APRIL, 2021 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor DeZalia, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Essex County Public Defender, Brandon Boutelle has been called back
to active duty and will begin a ten month deployment to Qatar beginning July 3, 2020; and

WHEREAS, in the absence of the Essex County Public Defender, Deputy Public
Defender, Emily Evatt will be the Acting Public Defender beginning July 3, 2020, through
April 2021, or until the deployment completion at the current Public Defender salary of
$117,872.56.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves
the appointment of Essex County Deputy Public Defender, Emily Evatt, as Acting Public
Defender beginning July 3, 2020 through April 30, 2021, or until deployment completion
of Essex County Public Defender, Brandon Boutelle at the salary of $117,872.56; and

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, Clerk of the Board,
County Manager and County Attorney hereby express and extend their gratitude to
Brandon Boutelle for his service to our Country and wish you the best during his
deployment.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Tyler, and adopted upon a roll-call
vote, as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 149 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ACTION OF THE ESSEX
COUNTY PLANNING BOARD ON REFERRALS RECEIVED
FROM THE VILLAGE OF SARANAC LAKE AND THE TOWN

OF ESSEX

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Hughes, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, due to COVID-19 and no Committee Meetings having met, the Essex
County Planning Board has received referrals from the Village of Saranac Lake and the
Town of Essex which the Planning Board has considered the following GML 239 referrals:

REFERRAL PROPOSED ACTION 
Village of Saranac Lake development code to include the wireless 

telecommunications facilities regulations
Town of Essex - Dianne Lansing special use variance
Town of Essex - Champlain Area Trails special use permit
Town of Essex - ECHO special use permit

WHEREAS, none of the referred, proposed actions directly impacts a county road
or county property.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the action of the Essex County Planning Board on referrals received from the Village of
Saranac Lake and the Town of Essex; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Essex County Planning Board that no
recommendation or comment on said referrals shall be or hereby is made, and the
respective referring bodies may take such final action as they deem appropriate.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Rand, and adopted.



Resolution No. 150 July 6, 2020
Blue Ridge Road Pavement Preservation Project Regular Board Meeting
(CR84)  P.I.N. 1759.99

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR
COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE  SUPPLEMENTAL

AGREEMENT NO. 2 BETWEEN THE NEW YORK STATE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND ESSEX

COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORK FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION AND FUNDING OF THE FEDERAL-AID
AND STATE “MARCHISELLI” PROGRAM-AID ELIGIBLE

COSTS AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFORE

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Chairman or County Manager to execute Supplemental Agreement #2 with respect to
Project, Blue Ridge Road CR 48 Pavement Preservation Project, P.I.N. 1759.99 (the
“Project”), this Supplemental Agreement No. 2 shall be as follows:

Project #15-1  - Project Total - $1,749,400.00
80% Federal Funding - H5437 44089 - $1,399,520.00
15% State “Marchiselli” funding - H5437 43501 - $262,410.00
  5% Essex County funding - $87,470.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution be filed with
the New York State Commissioner of Transportation by attaching it to any necessary
Agreement in connection with the Project; and it is further

RESOLVED, that this Resolution will take effect immediately.

This Resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Monty, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 151 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACT
AMENDMENTS/CHANGE ORDERS IN VARIOUS

DEPARTMENTS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
an amendment or change order to the following contracts:

1. Change Order - Luck Brothers, Inc. bearing Contract No. DPW-16-0080, in the
amount of $1,594,400.00, for general construction of Blue Ridge Road Pavement
Preservation Project, with funds to come from budgeted funds.

2. Change Order - Greenman Pederson Inc. bearing Contract No. DPW-16-0001, in
the amount of $155,000.00, for professional engineering services to include
construction phase administration and construction inspection for Blue Ridge Road
Pavement Project, with funds to come from budgeted funds.

3. Contract Amendment - Atlantic Testing Labs bearing Contract No. DPW-20-0014, 
in the amount of $5,087.20, for asbestos project monitoring services meeting the
requirements of NYSDOL for an asbestos abatement project at the Essex County
Agricultural Center located at the Essex County Fairgrounds, with funds to come
from budgeted (grant) funds.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby
authorizes the above referenced change orders/amendments; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Chairman or County Manager are
hereby authorized to execute the same upon the approval of the County Attorney.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Merrihew, and duly adopted upon a
roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)
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Resolution No. 152 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A PERMIT TO
THE WHALLONSBURG GRANGE FOR THE USE OF COUNTY
ROADWAY, ROUTE 55, IN THE TOWN OF ESSEX FOR THE

WHALLONSBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT AND FIRST
RESPONDERS APPRECIATION DAY TO BE HELD ON 

AUGUST 30, 2020

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Hughes, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
Use of County Roadway permits to be issued to the Whallonsburg Grange for the use of
County Route 55 in the Town of Essex for the Whallonsburg Fire Department and First
Responders Appreciation Day on August 30, 2020; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby
authorizes its Superintendent of Public Works and County Chairman and/or County
Manager to execute a Permit authorizing the use of County Roads for the abovestated
event, subject to the terms and conditions approved by the County Attorney. 

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Rand, and adopted.



Resolution No. 153 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CHANGE TO THE ASSESSOR
TITLE IN THE REAL PROPERTY TAX SERVICES OFFICE

FROM GRADE 14 AT THE 2020 RATE OF $24.06 PER HOUR
TO A GRADE 16 AT THE 2020 RATE OF $25.89 PER HOUR

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Merrihew, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby changes
the Assessor Title in the Real Property Tax Services Office from Grade 14 at the current
2020 hourly rate of $24.06, to a Grade 16 at the current 2020 hourly  rate of $25.89.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Scozzafava, and duly adopted, upon
a roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 154 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING, ADOPTING AND PLACING ON FILE
POLICIES, PLANS, PROCEDURES AND ANNUAL REPORTS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Merrihew, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts,
adopts and/or places on file the following:  

1. The 2019 Essex County Workers’ Compensation Self-Insurance Annual Report.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Giordano, and adopted.



Resolution No. 155 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE YEAR 2 (4/1/19-3/31/20)
ESSEX COUNTY BUDGET RELATIVE TO THE STATEWIDE

EXPANSION OF HURRELL-HARRING AND NEW YORK
STATE MASTER GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW YORK
STATE OFFICE OF INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES (#OLSO1-

135020), THE SUBMISSION OF THE BUDGET TO THE OFFICE
OF INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES/STATE OF NEW YORK FOR
APPROVAL, AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN

OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ANY AND ALL
CONTRACTS AND SUBMISSIONS AND ANY AND ALL

AMENDMENTS TO THE BUDGET WITHIN THE PARAMETERS
OF THE OVERALL ALLOCATED BUDGET AMOUNT 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Essex County has entered into a Master Grant Contract with the New
York State Office of Indigent Legal Services bearing I.D. #OLSO1-135020 for the total
amount of $3,395,234.43 for the period April 1, 2019 through March 31, 2023, incident to
the provision of funds necessary to implement the establishment of a conflict defender’s
office, assigned counsel office, counsel at first appearance program and salary and office
space for the Essex County Public Defender’s office; and

WHEREAS, the Year 1 Budget as submitted for the period April 1, 2018 - March 31,
2019, in the total amount of $226,348.96, was accepted and approved by the State of New
York, however not all monies as set forth in the Year 1 Budget were used.  As a result, it
is necessary to roll over the unused monies from Year 1 to be used in Year 2 and
subsequent years; and

WHEREAS, the Year 2 Budget in the amount of $452,697.92 has been submitted
to this Board, copy attached; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Board approve the submissions for Year 1, the
Year 1 rollover and Year 2 Budgets.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts and
approves  the Year 2 Budget as submitted in the amount of $452,697.92, as well as the
Year 1 rollover monies as submitted on the attached to be used for the designated
purposes set forth on the Budget; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Board, upon approval and acceptance by the
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State of New York, further authorizes the expenditures as set forth for Year 2 and the Year
1 rollover monies; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Board authorizes the County Chairman or
County Manager to execute any and all contracts or other necessary documents incident
to the acceptance by Essex County of budgeted monies and any amendments to the
budget within the parameters of the overall allocated budget amount.  

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Giordano, and adopted, upon a roll-call
vote as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)
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Resolution No. 156 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION TO CANCEL PENALTIES, INTEREST AND
OTHER CHARGES IN THE AMOUNT OF $407.23 ON 2018 TAX

PAID, ON A PARCEL OF PROPERTY IN THE TOWN OF 
LEWIS, BEARING TAX MAP #47.3-3-3.000

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the cancellation of penalties, interest and other charges in the amount of $407.23 on 2018
tax paid, on a parcel of property in the Town of Lewis bearing Tax Map No.47.3-3-3.000
(formerly known as Tax Map No.  47.1-2-15.000), and issue a refund to the current owner,
Vincent Gramuglia. 

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Holzer, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 157 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION TO CANCEL PENALTIES, INTEREST AND
OTHER CHARGES IN THE AMOUNT OF $405.32 ON 2018 TAX

PAID, ON A PARCEL OF PROPERTY IN THE TOWN OF 
TICONDEROGA, BEARING TAX MAP #150.59-5-19.200

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Giordano, who moved its
adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the cancellation of penalties, interest and other charges in the amount of $405.32 on 2018
tax paid, on a parcel of property in the Town of Ticonderoga bearing Tax Map No.150.59-5-
19.200, for the tax year 2018, and allow current owner, Marc Yaw, to pay only the base
amount of taxes due for the 2018 tax year.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor DeZalia, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 158 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY OF ESSEX TO
DECLARE THE NEW YORK STATE COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FOR HOUSING ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM OF ESSEX COUNTY (HAPEC) PROJECT #382HO335-

19 IN THE AMOUNT OF $400,000.00, TO BE A TYPE II ACTION
PURSUANT TO THE STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

REVIEW ACT (SEQRA) AND TO APPOINT THE CHAIRMAN AS
CERTIFYING OFFICER FOR NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
POLICY ACT (NEPA) REVIEW PROCESS FOR THIS GRANT

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Essex County has been awarded a 2019 New York State Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) in the amount of $400,000.00 for the Home Buyer
Project #382HO335-19 with Housing Assistance Program of Essex County (HAPEC) from
the New York State Housing Trust Fund Corporation; and

WHEREAS, incident thereto Essex County must execute a NYS CDBG agreement
with the State of New York and comply with all necessary requirements including but not
limited to a SEQRA designation, NEPA classification, and other requirements in order for
funds to be utilized.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors declares that this
is  a Type II Action pursuant to 6NYCRR §617.5 of the State Environmental Quality Review
Act (SEQRA) regulations; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Essex County Board of Supervisors further
authorizes its County Chairman be designated as Certifying Officer for the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process incident to the administration of NYS
CDBG Project #382HO335-19. 
 

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Rand,  and duly adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria) 



Resolution No. 159 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION REQUESTING REVIEW AND CHANGE OF
ADIRONDACK PARK AGENCY POLICY ON AGENCY REVIEW

OF PROPOSALS FOR NEW TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWERS
AND OTHER TALL STRUCTURES IN THE ADIRONDACK PARK

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor McNally, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and
the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, government’s primary responsibility is to protect the health, safety and
welfare of the public; and 

WHEREAS, cellular telephone (cell phone) service and emergency
telecommunication systems are increasingly critical to the health, safety and welfare of
Adirondack residents and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, cell phone service and smart phones allow users, including business
people and students, to participate in remote meetings and educational classes using Zoom
or similar services; and

WHEREAS, cell phones are a crucially important tool used by emergency response
personnel, including forest rangers, police, fire and ambulance services to receive reports
of incidents, to provide life saving instructions to lost or injured people, and to locate them
through triangulation or the location feature of their phones, and

 
WHEREAS, users may send text messages to emergency response personnel,

even when signal strength is insufficient for voice communications; and

WHEREAS, life threatening incidents have occurred in the Adirondacks during which
the lack of cell phone and emergency radio service have led to delays in response, and to
worse outcomes for the people involved, including deaths; and 

WHEREAS, radio communication is based on the “line of sight” transmission of radio
waves from transmitting antennas to receivers, including cell phones and emergency radio
receivers; and 
  

WHEREAS, radio transmissions can only be received within a limited range of the
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transmitter, and the range depends on the transmitter power, antenna radiation pattern,
receiver sensitivity, noise level, and presence of obstructions between transmitter and
receiver, including trees, buildings, mountains, and other obstructing topography; and

WHEREAS, radio transmitting antennas, outside the Adirondacks, are often located
on mountain tops or other high elevation places to avoid obstructions and to provide
maximum transmission range for radio waves, including cell phone signals and emergency
radio transmissions; and

WHEREAS, currently cell phone service is unavailable in many areas of the
Adirondacks; and

WHEREAS, Adirondack local governments believe that much of the unavailability
of cell and emergency radio service in many areas of the Adirondacks is the foreseeable
result of the fact that the towers supporting the antennas for those services have been
required by the APA policy on towers to be “substantially invisible”, and consequently
substantially lower than such towers elsewhere in New York State, and at, or very near, the
height of obstructing tree canopies, and below the height of surrounding topography, which
reduces the range of the radio waves; and

WHEREAS, the “substantial invisibility” standard is fundamentally incompatible with
optimum essential cell phone and emergency radio service for Adirondack residents and
visitors; and

WHEREAS, the Covid-19 pandemic has shown the importance of cell service and
the internet, which have become indispensable for distance learning and telemedicine vital
to residents and visitors attempting to work from home and school children and college
students attempting to continue their education by learning at home with technology; and

WHEREAS, Essex County believes that the APA’s current “tower policy” results in
cell carriers settling for lower towers than they would build outside the Adirondacks,
because they are aware of the maximum height the agency will require to approve their
permits; and

 
WHEREAS, the lower towers result in shorter transmission range, which negatively

affects public health, safety, welfare, education, and the economy; and

WHEREAS, Essex County believes that the APA cell tower policy should be
amended to allow and encourage improved cell phone and emergency radio
communications, while recognizing the need to protect the Adirondack’s resources; and

WHEREAS, the current definition of “substantial invisibility” requires that towers not
be “readily apparent” as to size, composition or color and that the structures will, to the
maximum extent practicable, blend with the background vegetation, other structures or
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other landscape features as seen from all significant potential public viewing points; and
 
WHEREAS, the Adirondack Park Local Government Review Board believes that “not

readily apparent” is a more reasonable standard considering the pressing need for
improved cell service.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of
Supervisors respectfully requests that the Adirondack Park Agency review and modify its
tower policy and adopt “not readily apparent” as the new standard, and also add the
following incentives and exceptions for specific sites:

• encourage vertical collocation of carrier’s antennas, by offering a height incentive
of 10 to 15 feet above the tree height to encourage vertical collocation and reduce
the proliferation of towers horizontally collocated with other towers, which would
have the added benefit of reducing carrier’s costs, and

• offer general permits for cell carrier antennas on existing tall structures such as
water towers, hotels, ski lift towers, inside church steeples and on government
buildings, provided they meet certain specified conditions, and

• allow cell carrier antennas of some height, such as 20 feet above existing
structures within the APA Hamlet classification, and

• offer a height bonus of 10 to 20 feet above the tree canopy for new towers serving
currently unserved areas, in recognition of the pressing need vividly illustrated by
Covid-19 restrictions on meetings, and

• add a requirement to its policy that staff and commissioners ask cell tower
applicants for information, including a map, showing how a higher tower would
expand coverage and benefit residents and travelers, which would enable APA
commissioners to weigh the visibility cost against the public benefit; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to:
The Adirondack Park Agency, Senator Elizabeth O’C. Little, Assemblyman Daniel Stec, 
Adirondack Park Local Government Review Board and Intercounty Legislative Committee
of the Adirondacks. 

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.
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Resolution No. 160 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF
ROBERT J. MURPHY

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Gillilland, who moved its
adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Robert J. Murphy, of Willsboro, New York passed away at his home on
June 28, 2020, surrounded by his loving family; and

WHEREAS, Robert J. Murphy was born in Plattsburgh, New York on January 30,
1970, the son of William and Sandra (Dittrich) Murphy; and

WHEREAS, Robert J. Murphy graduated from Willsboro Central School and worked
for the Town of Willsboro for 25 years, rising to Sewer and Water Superintendent; and

WHEREAS, he also owned and operated his own property management company -
BP Maintenance, was an avid outdoorsman, hunter and golfer; and

WHEREAS, Bob is survived by his wife, Pamuela (Degraff) Murphy, daughter
Morgan and son Nolan; and

WHEREAS, Robert J. Murphy was a loving son, husband, father, brother, uncle and
friend who will be sorely missed but never forgotten.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, Clerk of the Board,
County Manager and County Attorney hereby express and extend their deepest sympathy
and condolences to the family of Robert J. Murphy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes of
this Board of Supervisors, with a suitably embossed copy thereof to be forwarded to the
Murphy family.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.
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Resolution No. 161 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO 
MAGGIE LEE PLOUFE

UPON ACHIEVING THE TITLE OF THE DISTINGUISHED YOUNG
WOMAN OF WESTPORT FOR 2020

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Tyler, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, The Distinguished Young Women is a national program that promotes
and rewards scholarship, leadership and talent in young women; and

WHEREAS, Maggie Lee Ploufe demonstrated the many attributes required to
achieve this honor through her hard work and dedication to acedmics, athletics and
volunteer work; and

WHEREAS, Maggie Lee Ploufe went through the New York State Program,
representing the Essex County At-Large Region, where she was selected First Runner-Up;
and

WHEREAS, the title of first Runner-Up is truly a great honor for our area, having not
previously been achieved by anyone in the North Country.

BE IT RESOLVED, the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby extends their
heartiest congratulations to Maggie Lee Ploufe of Westport, New York, on her being
selected First Runner-Up in the Distinguished Young Woman for New York State, 
representing the Essex County At-Large Region, and being first in the North Country to
achieve this honor and wish her continued success in her future endeavors; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes of
this Board of Supervisors, with a suitably embossed copy thereof to be forwarded to
Maggie Lee Ploufe.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.



Resolution No. 162 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF
HONORABLE DOMINICK J. VISCARDI

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Giordano, who moved its
adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Dominick J. Viscardi of Ticonderoga, New York passed away peacefully 
on June 15, 2020; and

WHEREAS, Dominick J. Viscardi was born in New York City, on March 23, 1924,
the son of Joseph and Epiphania Viscardi; and

WHEREAS, Dominick J. Viscardi graduated from Lafayette College where he
received his B.A. in 1946; legal education was at Cornell Law School where he received
his J.D. in 1948, and was admitted to the New York State Bar in 1950; and

WHEREAS, Dominick J. Viscardi proudly served in the U.S. Army on the U.S. Army
Signal Corps legal staff; and

WHEREAS, following discharge from the U.S. Army, he began his legal careen in
Ticonderoga in 1950, and conducted an active trial practice for 28 years before being
elected to the Supreme Court; and

WHEREAS, Judge Viscardi was first elected to the Supreme Court in 1978, and re-
elected in 1992, serving until 2000; during his tenure as a Supreme Court Justice, he
served in each of the counties of the 4th Judicial District and served 28 terms in New York
City; and

WHEREAS, Judge Viscardi was a communicant of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in
Ticonderoga;  past Grand Knight and most senior member of the Knights of Columbus
Council 333, having been a member for 70 years; a trustee of St. Mary’s Catholic Church
for 22 years and was awarded the St. Mary’s Centennial Award in 1992; served as past
President of the Essex County Bar Association and the Federation of Bar Associations, 4th

Judicial District; and

WHEREAS, Dominick J. Viscardi is survived by his loving wife of 71 years, Rose
Marie Coveney Viscardi, his beloved children, Michael, Mary Kathleen, John, Rose Marie,
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Theresa and Patrick; grandchildren, James, Margaret, Joseph, Theresa, Benjamin,
Kathleen, Erin, Amanda and Dominick, and great-grandchildren, Aliza, Asher, Julia, Grace
and Evelyn; and

WHEREAS, he was predeceased by his oldest son, Dominick J. Viscardi, Jr.; and

WHEREAS, Dominick J. Viscardi was a loving son, husband, father, grandfather,
great-grandfather and friend who will be sorely missed but never forgotten.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, Clerk of the Board,
County Manager and County Attorney hereby express and extend their deepest sympathy
and condolences to the family of Honorable Dominick J. Viscardi; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes of
this Board of Supervisors, with a suitably embossed copy thereof to be forwarded to the
Viscardi family.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.
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Resolution No. 163 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO THE ESSEX COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS - JANITORS

AND THE BUILDING AND GROUNDS DEPARTMENT

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Tyler, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, during this COVID-19 pandemic of the past several months, the janitors
and buildings and grounds people have tirelessly cleaned and maintained these County
buildings in an all-out effort to prevent the coronavirus from spreading; and

WHEREAS, in addition to cleaning and maintaining the inside of the buildings, the
janitors have also planted flowers and added hanging baskets around the entrances of the
outside of the Government Center making for a beautiful display of our grounds.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, Clerk of the Board,
County Manager and County Attorney hereby express and extend their deep appreciation
and thanks to the Essex County Department of Public Works - Janitors and Buildings and
Grounds Department for their efforts in keeping the inside of the buildings clean during this
pandemic and for planting flowers and maintaining the outside grounds of the Government
Center.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.



Resolution No. 164 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE RESIGNATION OF LAUREEN
DEZALIA AS ESSEX COUNTY AUDITOR AND APPOINTING

LAURA CARSON AS THE ESSEX COUNTY AUDITOR TO FILL
THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF LAUREEN DEZALIA AT AN

ANNUAL SALARY OF $62,000.00.

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, Laureen DeZalia has, for personal reasons, opted to resign her position
of Essex County Auditor effective as of the date of this resolution; and

WHEREAS, Ms. DeZalia was appointed on January 1, 2020, to a term concurrent
with the term of the Board of Supervisors making such appointment; and

WHEREAS, such term shall expire on December 31, 2021; and

WHEREAS, Laura Carson currently serves in the position of Deputy County Auditor
and has indicated a desire to accept the position of  County Auditor.

BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to County Law §600, the Essex County Board of
Supervisors hereby appoints Laura Carson to the office of Essex County Auditor, to fill the
unexpired term of Laureen DeZalia, effective July 6, 2020, until such term expires on
December 31, 2020, at the annual salary of $62,000.00; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ms. Carson shall continue to receive the stipend
amount of $2,000.00, annually for her role as it relates to Assigned Counsel, making her
combined annual salary $64,000.00; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Deputy County Auditor position, which is
anticipated to be filled by Ms. DeZalia, who is an employee hired prior to 2009, shall be
paid at the hourly rate of $23.69 or $46,195.50 on an annual basis. 

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Scozzafava, and adopted, upon
roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)
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Resolution No. 165 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
WORKS TO ACCEPT SUPPLEMENTAL CORONAVIRUS AID,
RELIEF AND ECONOMIC SECURITY (CARES) ACT FUNDING

FOR THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Department of Public Works to accept supplemental Coronavirus Aid, Relief and
Economic Security (CARES) Act funding for the public transportation program, as follows:

• $661,497.00 for the Federal Transit Assistance Agreement, Contract C004168 for
the period January 20, 2020 through December 31, 2022.

• $142,835.00 for the Mass Transportation Capital Project Agreement, Contract
C004193 for the period January 20, 2020 through December 31, 2022.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairman or County Manager are hereby
authorized to execute the above-referenced supplemental funding contracts after review
and approval of the County Attorney.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Barber, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 166 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO
AWARD PURCHASE ORDER TO R.R. CHARLEBOIS, INC., IN
THE AMOUNT OF $146,430.00, FROM BUDGETED FUNDS 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Essex County Purchasing Agent to award the following purchase order:

R.R. Charlebois, Inc., in the amount of $146,430.00, for a new and unused 2021
Western Star 4700SF single axle truck complete with 10' Brandon dump body, with
funds to come from budgeted funds.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Chairman or County Manager are
hereby authorized to executed said purchase order.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Scozzafava, and adopted upon
a roll-call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 167 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS AND APPRECIATION TO 
DAVID DECKER

UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM 
ESSEX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, David Decker began employment on May 28, 1990, with the Essex
County Department of Public Works as a Maintenance Mechanic; and

WHEREAS, he was promoted to the position of Electrician on November 10, 1997,
on April 2, 2007, David became the Public Works Buildings and Grounds Supervisor; and

WHEREAS, David Decker has dedicated his time, knowledge and talent to the
County of Essex and its residents for over 30 years; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure with the Essex County Department of Public Works,
David Decker has exhibited the highest degree of professionalism, competency, integrity
and attention to detail and has always greeted and treated the public, residents of Essex
County and its employees with grace and respect; and

WHEREAS, David Decker has graciously performed his duties for over 30 years and
has announced his retirement effective June 26, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the Essex County Board of Supervisors wishes to extend its deep and
abiding appreciation to David Decker for his many years of outstanding public service to
the people of Essex County.             
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, its Clerk of the
Board, County Manager and County Attorney hereby extend their most heartfelt
appreciation to David Decker for his dedication and service to Essex County and upon his
retirement from the Essex County Department of Public Works as Buildings and Grounds
Supervisor and wishes him continued success and best wishes in his future endeavors. 

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.



Resolution No. 168 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE OMITTED AND PRO-RATED
TAXES FOR 2021 TAX ROLLS PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 520

AND 551 OF THE REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts the
Omitted and Pro-Rata Taxes for the 2021 Tax Rolls pursuant to Sections 520 and 551 of
the Real Property Tax Law of county, town, highway, special districts and school taxes in
the total amount of $112,195.74, as per the attached.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Merrihew, and adopted upon a
roll-call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 169 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION INCREASING TAXES ON SALES AND USES OF
TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY AND OF CERTAIN

SERVICES, ON OCCUPANCY OF HOTEL ROOMS AND ON
AMUSEMENT CHARGES PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 29 OF THE

TAX LAW OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.
 

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby Amends
Resolution No. 207 of 1967 as follows:

1. Section 4-A of Resolution No. 207, enacted by the Board of Supervisors of Essex
County on December 4, 1967, imposing sales and compensating use taxes, as amended, is
amended to read as follows:

“4-A. Imposition of additional rate of sales and compensating use taxes. 
Pursuant to the authority of section 1210 of the Tax Law, in addition to the sales

and compensating use taxes imposed by sections 2 and 4 of this resolution, there is
hereby imposed and there shall be paid an additional one percent of such sales and
compensating use taxes, for the period beginning December 1, 2013, and ending
November 30, 2023.  Such additional taxes shall be identical to the taxes imposed by
such sections 2 and 4 and shall be administered and collected in the same manner as
such taxes.  All of the provisions of this resolution relating or applicable to the
administration and collection of the taxes imposed by such sections 2 and 4 and shall
apply to the additional taxes imposed by this section, including the applicable
transitional provisions, limitations, special provisions, exemptions, exclusions, refunds
and credits as are set forth in this resolution, with the same force and effect as if those
provisions had been incorporated in full into this section and had expressly referred to
the additional taxes imposed by this section.”

2. Paragraph (c) of subdivision (1) of section 11 of Resolution No. 207, enacted
by the Board of Supervisors of Essex County on December 4, 1967, imposing sales and
compensating use taxes, as amended, is amended to read as follows:

“(c) With respect to the additional tax of one percent imposed for the period
beginning December 1, 2013, and ending November 30, 2023, in respect to the use of property
used by the purchaser in this County prior to December 1, 2013.”

3. This enactment shall take effect December 1, 2020.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Merrihew, and adopted upon a roll-call
vote as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)
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Resolution No. 170 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING OFFICE FOR THE AGING TO
CONDUCT DRIVE-THRU HANDOUTS OF FARMERS MARKET

COUPONS AT THE ESSEX COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.
 

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Office for the Aging Department to conduct drive-thru handouts of Farmers Market
coupons at the Essex County Fairgrounds on July 13, 2020, from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m..

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Tyler, and adopted.



Resolution No. 171 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO 
LAUREEN DEZALIA

AS ESSEX COUNTY AUDITOR

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, Laureen DeZalia was hired on September 10, 2002, as an Account
Clerk in the Office of the Essex County Treasurer; and

WHEREAS, in June, 2005, Laureen DeZalia became Deputy Auditor and, in 2017, 
became the Essex County Auditor; and

WHEREAS, during her tenure, Laurie DeZalia has performed her duties with the
highest degree of professionalism, integrity, and attention to detail and has always greeted
the public, the residents of Essex County and its employees with grace and respect.

BE IT RESOLVED, the Essex County Board of Supervisors wishes to extend its
deep and abiding appreciation to Laureen DeZalia for her many years of outstanding public
service to the people of Essex County and hereby extends their most heartfelt thanks for
her dedication and public service as the Essex County Auditor.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.



Resolution No. 172 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS AND APPRECIATION TO 
ADAM LAWRENCE

UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM 
ESSEX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Merrihew, who moved its
adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, Adam Lawrence began employment with the Essex County Department
of Public Works as a Stock Keeper on May 26, 1998; and

WHEREAS, in 2001, he became an automotive mechanic and was promoted to the
position of Supervising Mechanic in 2018; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure with the Essex County Department of Public Works,
Adam Lawrence has exhibited the highest degree of professionalism, competency, integrity
and attention to detail and has always greeted and treated the public, residents of Essex
County and its employees with grace and respect; and

WHEREAS, Adam Lawrence has graciously performed his duties for over 22 years
and has announced his retirement effective June 22, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the Essex County Board of Supervisors wishes to extend its deep and
abiding appreciation to Adam Lawrence for his many years of outstanding public service
to the people of Essex County.             
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, its Clerk of the
Board, County Manager and County Attorney hereby extend their most heartfelt
appreciation to Adam Lawrence for his dedication and service to Essex County and upon
his retirement from the Essex County Department of Public Works as Supervising
Mechanic and wishes him continued success and best wishes in his future endeavors. 

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.



Resolution No. 173 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CREATION OF THE OFFICE
OF ESSEX COUNTY CONFLICT DEFENDER, AND

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE POSITIONS OF ESSEX COUNTY
CONFLICT DEFENDER AND ASSISTANT TO THE ESSEX

COUNTY CONFLICT DEFENDER

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Giordano, who moved its
adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, the Essex County Board of Supervisors desires to create the Office of
Conflict Defender which will be a management confidential position at the initial salary of
$70,000.00, together with requisite insurance benefits and other fringes, as well as the
Administrative Assistant to the Conflict Defender which will become a Grade 9, with a
salary of $35,490.00, together with requisite insurance benefits and other fringes; and

WHEREAS, this Board authorizes its County Manager, County Attorney and
Personnel Department to accept applications of qualified candidates for the Conflict
Defender position and to post and accept applications for the position of Administrative
Assistant to the Conflict Defender.
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the creation of the Office of Essex County Conflict Defender, in the Management
Confidential classification, at a starting salary of $70,000.00, together with insurance
benefits and other fringes, as well as the position of Administrative Assistant to the Essex
County Conflict Defender with a starting salary of $35,490.00, Grade 9, and further
authorizes the County Manager, County Attorney and Personnel Department to solicit
applications by qualified candidates for both positions.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Rand, and adopted upon a roll-call
vote, as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 174 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SOLICITATION OF
APPLICATIONS FOR A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF
ESSEX AND A QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL TO ACT AS ASSIGNED

COUNSEL COORDINATOR FOR THE COUNTY OF ESSEX AND A
SECOND CONTRACT FOR AN ATTORNEY TO ACT AS
ATTORNEY ADVISOR FOR THE ASSIGNED COUNSEL

ADMINISTRATOR 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Merrihew, who moved its
adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the solicitation of applications for a contract between the County of Essex and a qualified
individual to act as Assigned Counsel Coordinator for the County and for a second contract
for an attorney to act as Attorney Advisor for the Assigned Counsel Administrator.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Barber, and adopted upon a roll-call
vote, as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)



Resolution No. 175 July 6, 2020
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF PREMISES
KNOWN AS 130 THE PORTAGE, TICONDEROGA, NEW YORK
BEARING TAX MAP NO. 150.51-6-12.200, TO THE TOWN OF
TICONDEROGA PURSUANT TO GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW 

§72-H FOR NO CONSIDERATION

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, Essex County currently owns property located at 130 The Portage,
Ticonderoga, New York (Tax Map No. 150.51-6-12.200) pursuant to tax sale; and

WHEREAS, this property currently has back taxes in the amount of $11,601.51; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 196 of July 1, 2019, the County resolved to enter into
an agreement with the Town of Ticonderoga allowing them to remove the dilapidated
building situate on the premises and, in exchange, the County would sell the property at
private sale and provide all proceeds to Ticonderoga to reimburse it for the cost of
demolition and removal; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Ticonderoga has informed the County that the cost of
demolition and removal were $46,300.00, which exceeds the $11,601.51 in back taxes
owed and the current 2020 assessment of the property $32,400.00; and

WHEREAS, as the cost of demolition ($46,300.00) exceeds the cost of taxes and
the best sale price the County can expect, is only fair and right that the County convey this
property to the Town of Ticonderoga without consideration.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby conveys
certain 0.60 acre parcel located at 130 The Portage, Ticonderoga, New York formerly
owned by Stephen J. Simpson bearing Town of Ticonderoga Tax Map No. 150.51-6-
12.200, to the Town of Ticonderoga pursuant to General Municipal Law §72-H without any
consideration; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Resolution No. 196 of July 1, 2019, is hereby
rescinded.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Giordano, and adopted upon a roll-call
vote, as follows:

AYES: 2684 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   237 votes (Depo, DeLoria)


