
Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 82 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PERMANENT
APPOINTMENT OF DANIEL WOODS TO THE POSITION OF

DIRECTOR OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby appoints
Daniel Woods from a provisional appointment to the permanent position as Director of
Essex County Weights and Measures.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Wright, and duly adopted.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 83 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO
AWARD BIDS, ISSUE CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS OR

PURCHASE ORDERS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of various Committees, with the approval of the Ways
and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Purchasing Agent to award a contract/agreement or purchase order for the following:

1. Board of Elections - purchase voting machines from Dominion Voting for the
Board of Elections Department in an amount not to exceed $359,800.00,
with $120,000.00 to come from BOE Reserve Account.

2. Emergency Services/E-911 - to purchase a decontamination shower in an
amount not to exceed $15,000.00, from HazMat Consortium FY20 budgeted
funds.

3. Emergency Services/E-911 - to purchase electrostatic decontamination kits
for each of the 7 counties in the HazMat Consortium, including replenishment
kits, carrying cases, train the trainer and training for each county, in an
amount not to exceed $120,000.00, with funds to come from HazMat
Consortium FY20 budgeted funds.

4. Emergency Services/E-911 - to purchase 12 portable radios, 18 speaker
mics, 18 batteries, 18 clips, 12 desktop chargers, 15 APX 8500 radios and
5 APX 6500 radios, in an amount not to exceed $165,000.00, with funds to
come from budgeted SICG19 and SICG20 grant funds.

5. Emergency Services/E-911 - to upfit the Director’s vehicle in an amount not
to exceed $31,000.00, with funds to come from budgeted SICG FY19 grant
funds.

6. DPW - purchase order with Finke Equipment in the amount of $7,786.80, for
labor necessary to repair County-owned asphalt paver, funds to come from
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budgeted funds.
7. DPW - contract with D&D Flooring in the amount of $13,642.05, for floor

covering installations at the Main Complex first floor hallway and DSS
second floor administration area, to come from budgeted funds.

8. DPW - purchase order to J. Hogan Refrigeration and Mechanical, LLC in the
amount of $14,990.00, for supplying two (2) replacement mini-split HVAC
units for the Public Safety Building, from budgeted funds.

9. DPW - purchase order to Trans-Tech Energy, LLC, in the amount of
$65,448.00, for supplying two (2) replacement propane system vaporizers for
the Public Safety Building, from budgeted funds.

10. Department of Social Services - purchase order to purchase four (4) Stalker
Radar systems from Applied Concepts, Inc., in the amount of $9,400.00, for
the Sheriff’s Department Stop DWI, with funds to come from DWI Reserve
Account balance.

11. DPW - award bid HWAY 23-01 and contract for guiderail installation to Town
and County Bridge and Rail, Inc., as per unit prices on the Contractor’s
Proposal, from budgeted funds.

12. DPW - award bid HWAY 23-17 and contract for aggregate delivered to Jointa
Lime Company, as per unit prices on the Contractor’s Proposal, from
budgeted funds.

13. DPW - award bid HWAY 23-18 and contract for hot-in-place asphalt
recycling to Highway Rehabilitation Corporation, as per unit prices on the
Contractor’s Proposal, from budgeted funds.

14. DPW - award bid HWAY 23-24 and contract for general bridge repairs to
Town and County Bridge and Rail, Inc., as per unit prices on the Contractor’s
Proposal, from budgeted funds.

15. DPW - award bid HWAY 23-27 and contract for screened sand delivered to
Towns of Elizabethtown, Keene, Moriah, Newcomb, Schroon and Westport
and to Essex County DPW to Caza & Associates Trucking LLC, as per unit
prices on the Contractor’s Proposal, from budgeted funds.

16. DPW - award bid HWAY 23-27 and contract for screened sand delivered to 
the Town of North Hudson to High Peaks Sand and Gravel LLC, as per unit
prices on the Contractor’s Proposal, from budgeted funds.

17. DPW - award bid HWAY 23-27 and contract for screened sand delivered to
the Towns of North Elba, St. Armand and Wilmington to Trudeau Sand &
Gravel, Inc., as per unit prices on the Contractor’s Proposal, from budgeted
funds.
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18. DPW - award bid HWAY 23-28 and contract for in-place
reclamation/recycling to Jointa Lime Company, as per unit prices on the
Contractor’s Proposal, from budgeted funds.

19. DPW - award bid HWAY 23-31 for center line painting to Seneca Pavement
Marking Inc., as per unit prices on the Contractor’s Proposal, from budgeted
funds.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairman or County Manager are hereby
authorized to execute a contract/agreement or purchase order for the above referenced.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Winemiller, and adopted, upon a
roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 2725 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   128 votes (DeLoria, Wilson)
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 84 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO

JAYNE KING

UPON HER RETIREMENT FROM 
ESSEX COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor DeZalia, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, Jayne King has been a faithful public servant to the people of Essex
County for 26 years; and

WHEREAS, Jayne King began employment with Essex County on February 3,
1997, as a Data Entry Machine Operator for the District Attorney’s Office; and

WHEREAS, in 2001, Jayne became a Receptionist and in 2010, to her current title
of Senior Receptionist; and

WHEREAS, during her tenure with the District Attorney’s Office, Jayne has exhibited
the highest degree of professionalism, competency, integrity, attention to detail and talent
to the County of Essex, its residents and its employees with grace and respect; and

WHEREAS, Jayne King has graciously performed her duties for 26 years and has
announced her retirement as of March 20, 2023, as Senior Receptionist; and

WHEREAS, the Essex County Board of Supervisors wishes to extend its  sincere
appreciation to Jayne King for her many years of outstanding public service to the people
of Essex County.             
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, its Clerk of the
Board, County Manager and County Attorney hereby extend their most heartfelt
appreciation to Jayne King for her dedication and service to Essex County and upon her
retirement as a Senior Receptionist in the Essex County District Attorney’s Office and
wishes her continued success and best wishes in her future endeavors. 

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 85 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 298 OF
DECEMBER 6, 2022, ENTITLED, “AUTHORIZING THE

PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD BIDS, ISSUE
CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS OR PURCHASE ORDERS” 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Doty, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, this Board, pursuant to Resolution No. 298 of December 6, 2022, which
authorized the Purchasing Agent to award a purchase orders for the following:

1. Emergency Services Department - purchase order to purchase two (2)
propane specialist kits and training, in the amount of $18,912.00, from sole
source Responder Training Enterprises, with funds from HazMat Consortium
funds.

WHEREAS, Emergency Services desires to increase the purchase order to four (4)
propane specialist kits and training in the amount of $57,978.00, from sole source
Responder Training Enterprises, with funds to come from HazMat Consortium and FY19
grant funds; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend Resolution No. 298 of December 6, 2022, to
increase the purchase order amount from $18,912.00 to $57,978.00, and authorize the
Chairman or County Manager to execute a contract/agreement or purchase order for the
above referenced.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby amends
Resolution No. 298 of December 6, 2022, to purchase four (4) propane specialist kits and
training in the amount of $57,978.00, from sole source Responder Training Enterprises, 
all other terms and conditions remain the same.

   This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Holzer, and adopted, upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2725 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   128 votes (DeLoria, Wilson)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 86 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY
PURCHASING AGENT TO GO TO BID FOR VARIOUS

DEPARTMENTS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the various Committees, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Purchasing Agent to go to bid for the following:

From Public Safety Committee:

• To go out to bid to provide third party billing services for the EMS Program
in Essex County.

From DPW Committee:

• To go out to bid for the Tracy Road over Feeder Pond Outlet, Town of
Moriah, culvert replacement project.

• To go out to bid for the Johnson Pond Road over an unnamed tributary,
Town of North Hudson, culvert replacement project. 

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Barber, and duly adopted.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 87 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A LETTER TO CANADIAN
PACIFIC RAILWAY ADDRESSING RAILWAY SAFETY

CONCERNS IN ESSEX COUNTY

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Hughes, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, over the past few months there have been several train derailments
with one particular derailment which dumped over 100,000 gallons of hazardous materials
into the community of East Palestine, Ohio is cause for concern about the Canadian Pacific
Rail operation in Essex County; and

WHEREAS, freight train traffic through Essex County run on this line which runs
through agriculture fields, state protected forests, over the Boquet River, which a major
tributary to Lake Champlain and Lake Champlain itself; and

WHEREAS, the residents are concerned about CP Rail’s operation through our
Essex County communities and request a response from Canadian Pacific Rail for their
comprehensive plan to minimize or eliminate a freight train derailment and their assurance
that they are doing all things necessary to keep safe from unnecessary harm.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby supports
a letter be sent to the President and CEO of Canadian Pacific Railway addressing railway
safety concerns in Essex County.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 88 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACT
AMENDMENTS/CHANGE ORDERS IN 

VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Merrihew, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the various Committees, and the approval of the 
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
an amendment, change order or Letter of Authorization to the following contracts:

From the Human Services Committee:

1. From Mental Health Department - Contract Amendment with Psychiatry Faculty
Practice, Inc., bearing Contract No. MH-23-0023, for psychiatric care to increase
contracted amount of hours from 4 hours to 8 hours per week at $225.00 per hour,
from budgeted funds (Account A4320-544002).

From DPW Committee:

1. From DPW - Contract Amendment with Reale Construction, Inc., bearing Contract
No. DPW-23-0006, for labor and equipment necessary for road reconstruction of a
section of County Route 80, Lake Shore Road, Westport, in an amount not to
exceed $37,350.00, from budgeted funds.

2. From DPW - Contract Amendment with Reale Construction, Inc., bearing Contract
No. DPW-23-0006, for labor and equipment necessary for road reconstruction of a
section of County Route 6, Tracy Road, Moriah, in an amount not to exceed
$36,100.00, from budgeted funds.

3. From DPW - Contract Amendment with Reale Construction, Inc., bearing Contract
No. DPW-23-0006, for labor and equipment necessary for road reconstruction of a
section of County Route 13, Hurricane Road, Keene, in an amount not to exceed
$37,175.00, from budgeted funds.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby
authorizes the above referenced amendments; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Chairman or County Manager are
hereby authorized to execute the same upon the approval of the County Attorney.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Wright, and duly adopted, upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2725 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   128 votes (DeLoria, Wilson)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 89 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS AND APPRECIATION TO
 

ROBERT “BOB” MCGOLDRICK

FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF SERVICE WITH ESSEX COUNTY
MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Tyler, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Human Services Committee, with the approval of
the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, Robert “Bob” McGoldrick began his career with the Essex County
Mental Health Department on September 7, 1984, after graduating from Adelphia
University in Vermont; and

WHEREAS, in 1984, Bob co-created “The OUT Group” a children’s therapy program
at Essex County Mental Health, which was an adventure-based, summer program for at-
risk adolescents, involving camping, hiking, canoeing and ropes course at Paul Smith’s
College; and

WHEREAS, Bob was promoted to Supervising Psychiatric Social Worker in 2008;
and

WHEREAS, for almost 39 years, Bob McGoldrick has tirelessly, conscientiously and
with the highest degree of professionalism has provided invaluable knowledge, instruction,
integrity, dedication,  leadership and exemplary public service to Essex County; and

WHEREAS, Bob is regarded by his peers and counterparts as a consummate 
gentleman whose disposition in all matters was always professional, measured and
respectful; and

WHEREAS, Bob’s breadth of knowledge and presence will be missed at Essex
County and the Mental Health Department; and

WHEREAS, Bob has greatly contributed to the betterment of Essex County and its
residents through his years of public service and in protecting and impacting the lives of
countless children and young adults.



 

WHEREAS, the Essex County Board of Supervisors has received notice that after
38 and a half years of service, Bob McGoldrick has announced his retirement as of April
4, 2023.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, the Clerk of the
Board, County Manager and County Attorney hereby extend their heartfelt appreciation
and congratulations to Robert “Bob” McGoldrick for his dedication and service to Essex
County for over 38 years and wishes him continued success and best wishes in his future
endeavors. 

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 90 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION ADOPTING AND APPROVING THE REVISED
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES AND QUARTERLY REPORTS
FOR THE HOME HEALTH SERVICES FOR 4th QUARTER OF
2022, WHICH WERE  APPROVED BY THE PROFESSIONAL
ADVISORY COUNCIL (PAC), PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY
COMMITTEE (PHAC) AND THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR, ON

MARCH 7, 2023

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Doty, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Human Services Committee, with the approval of
the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, listed below are the revised policies and procedures and quarterly
report for the Public Health Unit which were submitted and approved by the Professional
Advisory Council (PAC), Public Health Advisory Committee (PHAC) and Medical Director
for 4th Quarter 2022, on March 7, 2023:

Certified Home Health Unit (CHAA) and Agency Wide Policies and/or Procedures:

R&CHAA Advanced Beneficiary Notice - ABN fill out all sections
NC&CHAA Agency Evaluation by PAC
NC&CHAA Agency Mission
R&CHAA Annual Policy and Procedure Review
NC&CHAA County Car Use
R&CHAA Delegation of Authority - Updated Organizational Chart
NC&CHAA Electronic Faxing
NC&CHAA Home Health Aide Concern
NC&CHAA VNAA Clinical Procedure Manual - Infection Control
NC&CHAA How to respond to an armed intruder
NC&CHAA Issued Equipment out of work for more than 3 days
R&CHAA Mandatory Employee Requirements - added EVV and 763.13 NY Law
NC&CHAA Non-secure Communications
R&CHAA Orient RN PT added EVV
R&CHAA Orient SPHN added EVV
NC&CHAA Orient Telehealth Coordinator
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NC&CHAA Patient Client Complaint
R&CHAA Patient Services - Accepting Referrals - Notify DOH if Delayed
NC&CHAA Records and Reports
R&CHAA Staff Orientation added EVV
R&CHAA Use of Signature Page include in ADR’s
NC&CHAA Vital Signs, Weight, Pulse, Ox, Blood Glucose

R=Revised; D=Deleted; NC=No Change; A-Agency Wide; CHHA=Certified Home Health
Agency; *=found on policy manager.

CHHA Records/Reports for the Chart Audit and Peer Reviews by Medical Director for
4th Quarter 2022: 

No Specific Actions Required.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts,
adopts, approves, or places on file the herein above referenced revised policies and
procedures and quarterly reports for the Certified Home Health Unit for the 4th Quarter of
2022, and approved by the Professional Advisory Council (PAC), Public Health Advisory
Committee (PHAC) and the Medical Director on March 7, 2023.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Wood, and duly adopted.
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 91 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND IDEALS OF
NATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Winemiller, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Human Services Committee, with the approval of
the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, the week of April 3, 2023, is National Public Health Week; and

WHEREAS, the theme for National Public Health Week in 2023 is to recognize the
contributions of public health, more specifically the Essex County Health Department, as
follows:

1. Improving the health of the people of the United States, including all who live,
work, and play in Essex County;

2. Working to achieve health equity across all communities; and

WHEREAS, public health professionals help communities prevent, prepare for,
mitigate and recover from the impact of a full range of health threats, including disease
outbreaks, such as the COVID-19 pandemic; natural disasters and other human-caused
disasters and public health emergencies; and

WHEREAS, public health professionals collaborate with partners outside of the
health sector, including city planners, transportation officials, education officials and private
sector businesses, recognizing that other sectors can influence health outcomes; and

WHEREAS, efforts to adequately support public health and the prevention of
disease and injury can continue to transform a health system focused on treating illness
into a health system focused on preventing disease and injury and promoting wellness.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of
Supervisors hereby recognizes the week of April 3, 2023, as National Public Health Week;
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and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board hereby:

1. Supports the goals and ideals of National Public Health Week;
2. Recognizes the efforts of public health professionals and collaborating

partners, communities, and individuals in preventing disease and injury;
3. Recognizes the role of public health in preventing and responding to health

challenges, addressing social and other determinants of health, and
improving the overall health of individuals and communities in Essex County;

4. Recognizes the investments in the Essex County Health Department are
necessarily made to meet mandated services and support the
implementation of evidenced based practices designed to improve health;

5. Encourages everyone to learn about the role of the public health system in
improving health.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

                                                                                                                                            
Resolution No. 92 April 3, 2023

Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOR
VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the various Committees, and the same appearing
proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby amends the
2023 Essex County Budget as follows:

Human Services Committee:

1. From Office for the Aging to increase revenues and appropriations in the amount
of $13,860.06, from unexpended gifts and donations funds, as follows:

REVENUES
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
A6772 427050 Gifts and Donations $13,860.06

APPROPRIATIONS
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
A6772 549903 Sun Fund $  8,679.31
A6772 541026 Other Supplies     5,180.75

$13,860.06

2. From Office for the Aging to increase revenues and appropriations in the amount
of $183,104.66, from FFCRA Stimulus Covid 19 funds, as follows:

REVENUES
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
A6772 444012 FFCRA Stimulus Covid 19 $183,104.66

APPROPRIATIONS
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
A6772 549920 Covid 19 $183,104.66

3. From Office for the Aging to increase revenues and appropriations in the amount
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of $168,991.70, from 2022 Adirondack Health Institute DSRIP funds, as follows:

REVENUES
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
A6772 434016 State Aid/DSRIP $168,991.70

APPROPRIATIONS
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
A6772 549921 DSRIP Incentive $168,991.70

4. From Office for the Aging to increase revenues and appropriations in the amount
of $80,109.80, from 2022 Unmet Needs funds, as follows:

REVENUES 
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
A6772 437727 Unmet Needs $80,109.80

APPROPRIATIONS
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
A6772 544007 Misc. Fees and Services $80,109.80

From DPW Committee:

1. From Department of Public Works - Buildings and Grounds, to increase revenues
and appropriations in the amount of $63,500.00, from unexpended 2022 funds, as
follows:

REVENUES 
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
A390900 Fund Balance $63,500.00

APPROPRIATIONS
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
A1620 520003 Building Improvements $63,500.00

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Monty, and adopted, upon a roll-call
vote as follows:

AYES: 2728 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   128 votes (DeLoria, Wilson)
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 93 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION JOINING THE NEW NATIONAL SETTLEMENTS
WITH PHARMACIES WALGREENS, WAL-MART AND CVS

APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF A WAL-MART NEW YORK
PAYMENT OPIOID SETTLEMENT SHARING AGREEMENT,

RELEASE AND ANY OTHER ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS; THE
CVS NEW YORK PAYMENT OPIOID SETTLEMENT SHARING

AGREEMENT, RELEASE AND OTHER ASSOCIATED
DOCUMENTS; WALGREENS NEW YORK PAYMENT OPIOID

SETTLEMENT SHARING AGREEMENT, RELEASE AND OTHER
ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY
CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE SAME

TOGETHER WITH ANY AND ALL OTHER NECESSARY AND
PERTINENT DOCUMENTS REQUIRED TO SETTLE ESSEX
COUNTY’S INTEREST IN THE CURRENT NEW NATIONAL

SETTLEMENTS WITH WAL-MART, WALGREENS, AND CVS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Personnel Committee upon the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, the State of New York and the New York Subdivisions are participating
in the allocation, distribution and use of proceeds of the Wal-Mart, Walgreens and CVS
New National Opioid Settlement; and

WHEREAS, in order for Essex County to participate in these settlements under the
new National Opioid Settlement Agreement, it must execute New York Payment Opioid
Settlement Sharing Agreements and Releases for its share and allocation of the proceeds;
and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of Essex County to resolve this litigation with
Wal-Mart, Walgreens and CVS without further litigation and enter into the proposed
agreement as it shall settle all allegations against them which Essex County may have.
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
a settlement of all litigation with Wal-Mart, Walgreens and CVS under the new National
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Opioid Settlement Agreement in consideration of them paying the agreed and stipulated
settlement amount to the County as described in the New York State Opioid Settlement
Sharing Agreements for Wal-Mart, Walgreens and CVS; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board authorizes the County Chairman, 
County Manager or County Attorney to execute and deliver the Wal-Mart New York
Payment Opioid Sharing Settlement Agreement and Release, Walgreens New York
Payment Opioid Sharing Settlement Agreement and Release, and CVS New York Payment
Opioid Sharing Settlement Agreement and Release together with any and all other
necessary and pertinent documents which may need to be executed in the future related
to the settlement of Essex County’s interest in these current matters and litigation.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Merrihew, and duly adopted upon a
roll-call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2725 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   128 votes (DeLoria, Wilson)
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 94 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY
MANAGER TO EXECUTE AND FORWARD A CONTRACT

EXTENSION WITH THE OFFICE OF INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES
ALLOWING ESSEX COUNTY TO USE UNSPENT FUNDS FROM

PRIOR YEARS AND EXTENDING THE CONTRACT UP AND
THROUGH MARCH 31, 2024, IN ORDER TO SPEND THE

UNSPENT FUNDS ON THE CURRENT FIVE YEAR GRANT

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Barber, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Personnel Committee upon the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, the New York State Office of Indigent Legal Services has informed
Essex County that it will grant a one year extension of the first HH Statewide Contract
through March 31, 2024, in order to allow the County to continue with the programs that
were built over the course of the five year contract to come into compliance with the
Executive Law; and

WHEREAS, this does not add new funding to first five year contract but instead
allows for the use of unspent money available under that contract through March 31, 2024;
and

WHEREAS, the contract extension will be effective as of April 1, 2023.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
a contract extension with the Office of Indigent Legal Services allowing Essex County to
use unspent funds from prior years and extending the Contract up and through March 31,
2024, in order to spend the unspent funds on the current five year grant; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board authorizes the County Chairman or 
County Manager to request the extension and to execute any and all documents and
contract amendments relative to the extension.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Doty, and duly adopted upon a roll-call
vote, as follows:

AYES: 2725 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   128 votes (DeLoria, Wilson)
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 95 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT TO HOLCOMBE
ABSTRACT CORPORATION FOR ABSTRACT OF TITLE WORK

ON THE WESTPORT HOTEL, IN THE AMOUNT OF $800.00; AND
FOR ABSTRACT OF TITLE WORK ON THE GOLDEN RING
PARCELS, NORTH ELBA, IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,200.00

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Tyler, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Personnel Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes 
payments to Holcombe Abstract Corporation in the amount of $800.00, for abstract work
on Westport Hotel and $1,200.00 for abstract work done on the Golden Ring parcels in
North Elba.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Doty, and duly adopted upon a roll-call
vote, as follows:

AYES: 2725 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   128 votes (DeLoria, Wilson)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 96 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY ATTORNEY
TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE NEW YORK STATE

POLICE RELATIVE TO THE LEASE OF SPACE AT THE PUBLIC
SAFETY BUILDING 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Personnel Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes 
the County Attorney to continue negotiating the lease of space agreement with the New
York State Police for space at the Public Safety Building in the Emergency Services
Department.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Holzer, and duly adopted.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 97 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION DENYING A REFUND OF WATER/SEWER BILLS
TO JOSEPH SINISGALLI, IN THE TOWN OF TICONDEROGA

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Wright, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, with the approval of the Ways
and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby denies a
refund of any water/sewer bills to Joseph Sinisgalli, in the Town of Ticonderoga, as the
water and sewer bills are computed and billed directly by the Town and are not part of a
warrant process or property tax bills. 

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Monty, and duly adopted.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 98 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN ESSEX COUNTY STUDENT
TRAINEE PROGRAM 

FOR SUMMER 2023 EMPLOYMENT

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, with the approval of the Ways
and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
an Essex County Student Trainee Program for ten (10) positions for 2023 Summer
employment; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Summer Student Trainee Program would begin
May 1, 2023 through September 1, 2023, at the hourly rate of $14.49.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Tyler, and adopted, upon a roll-call
vote, as follows:

AYES: 2725 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   128 votes (DeLoria, Wilson)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 99 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF MICHELLE JEBB, TOWN OF
TICONDEROGA, AS A MEMBER TO THE LAKE GEORGE PARK

COMMISSION BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Wright, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, with the approval of the Ways
and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby supports
the appointment of Michelle Jebb, Town of Ticonderoga, as a member to the Lake George
Park Commission Board of Commissioners.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 100 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING THE WEEK OF MAY 21-27, 2023,
AS 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES WEEK

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Tyler, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, emergency medical services is a vital public service; and

WHEREAS, the members of emergency medical services teams are ready to
provide lifesaving care to those in need 24 hours a day, seven days a week; and

WHEREAS, access to quality emergency care dramatically improves the survival
and recovery rate of those who experience sudden illness or injury; and

WHEREAS, emergency medical services has grown to fill a gap by providing
important, out of hospital care, including preventative medicine, follow-up care and access
to telemedicine; and

WHEREAS, the emergency medical services system consists of first responders,
emergency medical technicians, paramedics, emergency medical dispatchers, firefighters,
police officers, educators, administrators, pre-hospital nurses, emergency nurses,
emergency physicians, trained members of the public and other out of hospital medical
care providers; and

WHEREAS, the members of emergency medical services teams, whether career
or volunteer, engage in thousands of hours of specialized training and continuing education
to enhance their lifesaving skills; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to recognize the value and the accomplishments of
emergency medical services providers by designating Emergency Medical Services Week.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of
Supervisors hereby proclaims the week of May 21-27, 2023 as Emergency Medical
Services Week, as we recognize and appreciate those community Emergency Medical
Services Teams who provide this vital service..

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Monty, and duly adopted.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 101 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN TO
EXECUTE CHAMPLAIN NATIONAL BANK ACCOUNT

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES FOR THE ESSEX COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body,
and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, this Board has been advised by the Essex County Social Services
Department that due to personnel changes they are required to revise their bank signature
cards for the accounts of the Essex County Child Support Collection Unit at Champlain
National Bank.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the County Chairman to execute the attached hereto Government Authorization
Resolutions of Champlain National Bank for the accounts of the Essex County Department
of Social Services Support Collections Unit, and hereby accepts all terms and conditions
set forth in the attached Resolutions/Authorizations.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Merrihew, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2621 votes

NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   128 votes (DeLoria, Wilson)

ABSTAIN:   104 votes (Monty)









Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 102 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE PASSAGE OF
CONSERVATION SUBDIVISION DESIGN 

BILL A04608 AND CORRESPONDING SENATE BILL

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor McNally, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, the Adirondack Park Agency adopted a Large Subdivision Permit
Application that incorporated many of the action items in the Conservation Subdivision
Design Bill; and

WHEREAS, implementation of the Adirondack Park Agency Large Subdivision
Permit, is possibly more protective of the Environment than the Conservation Subdivision
Design allows for; and

WHEREAS, Conservation Design laws are seldom mandatory, and are a tool to
keep open space in urban areas; and

WHEREAS, the State of New York as of March 20, 2018, owned 2,505,802 or 44.6
percent of the Adirondack Park in fee, the State as of November 12, 2018, also owns
785,434 acres of Conservation Easements, where development and subdivision rights
have been extinguished; and

WHEREAS, this means there are more than 3.3 million acres of a 5.9 million acre
Adirondack Park that will never be developed or subdivided; and

WHEREAS, of the remaining 2.6 million acres of private land, existing development,
roads, lakes, rivers, streams, steep slopes, wetlands and high elevations are not suitable
for development; and

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation would amend the existing Adirondack Park
Agency Act which has been in effect for 50 years; and

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation is overly broad and vaguely worded giving too
much authority to the Adirondack Park Agency in its rule-making capacity and regulatory 
authority to establish its own regulations supplementing and interpreting this law; and
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WHEREAS, this law will effect property with acreage as low as 3.2 acres and 
mandates private property owners to incur excessive and unduly burdensome financial
expenses to hire consultants to complete ecological evaluations, assessments and concept
plans and will also add significant time to proposed developments; and

WHEREAS, the Adirondack Park Agency, without any conditions or parameters
outlined in the law, will be charged with undertaking site evaluations and the authority to
propose additional conditions vaguely allowed in the law incident to the development of
property and ecological issues; and

WHEREAS, this proposed law would eliminate the potential for development on
certain lands and would prevent development on certain lands which currently is allowed 
and is adequately protected under the existing rubric of the Adirondack Park Agency, is an
attempt to further preclude residents and owners of real property in the Adirondack Park
from developing their properties and will further result in severe economic hardship, loss
of revenue and commerce within an area already plagued by substantial economic
stressors; and

WHEREAS, the current Adirondack Park Agency law and its rules and regulations
fully protect and regulate these lands and this new law is a “taking”, without compensation
and is unfair as it only addresses the Adirondack Park and does not address any other
wilderness, open space or other protected areas throughout the state:

WHEREAS, the proposed Bill places an additional burden on property owners within
the Adirondack Park which is not necessary to protect the environment and ecological
systems and is not beneficial to the wellbeing of the Adirondack Park and its residents.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors does not approve
of the proposed Bill; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors does
hereby call upon the local government to stand together, individually and through our
associations to insist that the Conservation Subdivision Design Bill A04608 be withdrawn;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to:
Governor Kathy Hochul, Senate Majority Leader, Senator Daniel Stec, Assembly Speaker,
Assemblyman Billy Jones, Assemblyman Matthew Simpson, Association of Adirondack
Towns and Villages and Chairpersons of Encon Committee, Senator Harckham and
Assemblywoman Glick.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 103 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A HOME RULE REQUEST FOR
ENACTION AND ADOPTION BY THE NEW YORK STATE

ASSEMBLY OF ASSEMBLY BILL A04976-A AND
ENACTION AND ADOPTION BY THE NEW YORK STATE

SENATE OF SENATE BILL S4072-A TO EXTEND THE
AUTHORIZATION GRANTED ESSEX COUNTY PURSUANT

TO NYS TAX LAW SECTION 1210(i)(36) TO IMPOSE AN
ADDITIONAL ONE PERCENT (1%) OF SALES AND
COMPENSATING USE TAXES FOR THE PERIOD
BEGINNING DECEMBER 1, 2023 AND ENDING

NOVEMBER 30, 2025
 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption. 

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill A04976-A and Senate Bill S4072-A have been
introduced in the NYS Assembly and NYS Senate respectively each entitled “An Act to
Amend the Tax Law, in Relation to Extending the Authorization Granted to the County of
Essex to Impose an Additional One Percent of Sales and Compensating Use Taxes”; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this legislation is to continue to authorize Essex County
to impose an additional one percent rate of sales and compensating use taxes for the
period beginning December 1, 2023, and ending November 30, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, Essex County needs to adopt a Home Rule Request for such
necessary legislation to be considered and enacted.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts a
Home Rule Request requesting enactment of Assembly Bill A04976-A  and Senate Bill No.
S4072-A authorizing Essex County to continue to impose an additional one percent (1%)
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rate of sales and compensating use taxes for the period beginning December 1, 2023, and
ending November 30, 2025; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby
declares that a necessity exists for the enactment of such legislation as the County cannot
continue to impose the additional one percent (1%) of sales and compensating use taxes
after November 30, 2025, unless the State authorizing legislation is adopted and, because
the collected 1% approximates $10,100,828.00 yearly, which equates to 41% of the overall
yearly budget revenues for the County.  Without these monies, the County of Essex will
not be able to continue to offset taxes for its residents and businesses and will not be
capable of properly, efficiently and solvently providing for its residents; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, these monies are vital and necessary for the County
to use to offset its yearly budget deficits and to keep real property taxes at an acceptable
level; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk of this Board be and is hereby
authorized and directed to immediately execute all necessary Home Rule Request
documents and immediately forward the same to Senator Daniel G. Stec and
Assemblyman Matthew Simpson.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Holzer, and adopted upon a two-thirds
roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 3721 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   170 votes (DeLoria, Wilson)
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 104 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION REQUESTING GOVERNOR KATHY
HOCHUL AND THE NEW YORK STATE PUBLIC

SERVICE COMMISSION TO DISMISS NEW YORK STATE
ELECTRIC & GAS (NYSEG) AND RG&E RATE HIKE

REQUEST AND TO CORRECT THE BILLING PROBLEMS
BEFORE RATE HIKES ARE CONSIDERED

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Essex County residents are served by New York State Electric and Gas
(NYSEG) and/or RG&E utilities; and

WHEREAS, NYSEG has requested a 34.9% rate increase for electric and 14.9%
for gas customers which together would result in an annual bill increase of approximately
$240 for the average residential customer, and RG&E seeks a 21% rate increase for
electric and 18.8% for gas customers, which combined would result in an annual bill
increase of nearly $260 for an average residential customer; and

WHEREAS, Governor Hochul called NYSEG and RG&E’s rate hike request
“outrageous and unacceptable” and urged her Department of Public Service (DPS) to
“scrutinize every number and word of this proposal to protect New York families from
unjustified and unfair rate increases”; and

WHEREAS, DPS staff experts have reviewed the NYSEG and RG&E rate filings,
and as documented in public records, testified to the many deficiencies and errors
contained in those filings.  Staff further stated that the Companies have been vague and
non-responsive to their questions, and that this is the second successive rate filing in which
these issues have occurred, and similar problems were noted in a 2016 management audit
as well; and

WHEREAS, State regulations governing rate proceedings (16 NYCRR §61) require
the Companies to provide “competent testimony” with detailed financial justification that is
“neither speculative or conjectural” to support their rate requests, but the companies have
failed to do so; and

WHEREAS, the NYS Public Service Commission is undertaking an investigation of
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the billing practices of NYSEG and RG&E because the number of consumer complaints
skyrocketed to more than 4,700 in 2022, which is 60% more than the two previous years
combined; and

WHEREAS, the billing problems as well as the inadequacies of the rate filings call
into question the administrative competence of these monopoly utilities, and public trust
has been eroded.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of
Supervisors calls on the Public Service Commission and Governor Kathy Hochul to dismiss
the NYSEG and RG&E rate increase requests and to protect the public interest by making
sure the Companies get their billing straightened out and submit a proper, detailed rate
filing before substantive rate hikes are even considered; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be sent to:
Governor Kathy Hochul, Senator Daniel Stec, Assemblyman Matthew Simpson,
Assemblyman Billy Jones, Public Service Commission Chair Rory Christian, and Michelle
Phillips, Secretary to the Commission, NYS Public Service Commission with a request to
file this resolution in each of the following Cases: 22-E-0317, 22-G-0318, 22-E-0319, 22-G-
0320 supporting Motion to Dismiss. 

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 105 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION DECLARING APRIL AS 
CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor DeZalia, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, the month of April is designated as Child Abuse Prevention Month; and

WHEREAS, Child Abuse Prevention Month, first commemorated in 1983,
recognizes the importance of families and communities working together to prevent child
abuse and neglect and promotes the social and emotional well-being of children and
families; and

WHEREAS, every child has the right to develop and mature in a safe, secure and
supportive environment, free from violence, victimization and neglect; and

WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect can include verbal, emotional, physical and
sexual abuse and exploitation that affects the health of children and the adults the become;
and

WHEREAS, Child Abuse Prevention Month brings recognition to the necessary
partnerships from the medical, legal, social, educational and business communities that
work cooperatively to help heal children, strengthen families and prevent maltreatments.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of
Supervisors hereby recognizes the month of April as Child Abuse Prevention Month and
further recognizes the employees of the Essex County Department of Social Services who
work diligently in the Children and Family Services Units including, but not limited to, Foster
Care, Preventive Services and Child Protective Services for their dedication to the families
they serve, Essex County is a better place because of work that is done by these units.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 106 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING LONG-TERM EMPLOYEES OF
ESSEX COUNTY

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby recognizes
the following long-term Essex County Employees for the month of March 2023:

10 Years of Service
• Brianna Boyea, Mental Health Department

 15 Years of Service
• Lucianna Celotti, Health Department
• Krista Berger, WIC 

30 Years of Service
• Linda Sherman, WIC and retired on March 17, 2023

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board hereby extend their heartfelt
appreciation to those employees for their dedication and service to Essex County. 

This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 107 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION ADOPTING LOCAL LAW NO. 2 OF 2023

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Scozzafava, who moved its
adoption.

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 59 duly adopted at a Regular Board Meeting held
on March 6, 2023, this Board of Supervisors introduced proposed Local Law No. 2 of 2023,
Essex County Room Occupancy Tax Law continuing the imposition of a hotel/motel
occupancy tax, and scheduled a public hearing thereon on March 27, 2023 at 11:30 
o’clock in the forenoon of that day, to hear any and all persons concerning the same; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid public hearing has been held by this Board, and due
deliberation having been had regarding said proposed local law and the comments made
with respect thereto at said public hearing.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts
proposed Local Law No. 2 of 2023, continuing the imposition of a hotel/motel occupancy
tax in Essex County as authorized by Part T of §1 of Chapter 406 of the Laws of 1999, and
continued by Local Law No. 2 of 2014, as amended by Local Law No. 3 of 2015, continuing
by Local Law No. 2 of 2017, and as amended by Local Law No. 2 of 2020, the same to
read and provide as follows:
      

"ESSEX COUNTY PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. 2 OF 2023"
      

A local law continuing the imposition of a hotel/motel occupancy tax in Essex County
as authorized by New York State Tax Law §1202(s). 
      

ESSEX COUNTY ROOM OCCUPANCY TAX LAW

Section

1. Title & Statement of Intent
2 Definitions
3. Imposition of Tax
4. Transitional Provisions
5. Exempt Organizations
6. Territorial Limitations
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7. Registration
8. Administration and Collection
9. Records to be kept
10. Returns
11. Payment of Tax
12. Bonds & Security for Payment of Tax
13. Determination of Tax
14. Refunds
15. Disposition of Revenues
16. Reserves
17. Remedies Exclusive
18. Proceedings to Recover Tax
19. General Powers of Treasurer
20. Administration of Oaths & Compelling

Testimony
21. Reference to Tax
22. Penalties, Interest & Violations
23. Judicial Review
24. Returns to be Secret
25. Notices and Limitations of Time
26. Limitation of Effect of Local Law
27. Separability
28. Effective Date

Section 1. Title & Statement of Intent.  

This local law shall be known as the “Essex County Room Occupancy Tax Law”. 
The intent of this local law shall be to promote tourism and conventions in Essex County.

Section 2. Definitions.

When used in this local law, the following terms shall mean:

(a) County - Essex County, New York. 

(b) Effective Date - the date set forth in Section 28 of this local law.

(c) Hotel or Motel - Any facility or structure, or any portion of any facility or
structure which is occupied or designated for transient occupancy which
provides lodging on an overnight basis for dwelling, lodging or sleeping
purposes, commonly known as, hotels, motels, rooming houses, bed and
breakfast, inns, cabins, condominiums, cottages, campgrounds, lodges,
tourist homes, convention centers, vacation rentals, motor  courts, boarding
houses, lake cottages, personal residences  or similar type of
accommodations by whatever name designated. 

The provisions of this section relating to campgrounds, shall only apply to
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those leases and rentals in which the 
campground provides overnight shelter or lodging, and shall not apply to the
provision of services by a campground when the customer provides his or
her own shelter or lodging such as a motorhome, camper or tent.

The term vacation rental or condominium shall mean and include those units
rented or leased directly by the owner or through an owner’s agent or a real
estate agent or rental management  agency or other similar agent.

(d) Occupancy - The use of possession, or the right to the use or possession, 
of any room in a hotel or motel.

(e) Occupant/Guest - A person who, for a charge or any consideration, uses,
possesses, or has the right to use or possess, any room in a hotel or motel
under any lease, concession, permit, right, license, agreement, or otherwise.

(f) Operator - Any person operating a hotel or motel in Essex County including
but not limited to the owner, proprietor, lessee, sub-lessee, mortgagee in
possession, licensee, or any other person otherwise operating such hotel or
motel.  Where the operator performs his/her duties through a managing
agent or real estate broker or any type or character other than employee, the
managing agent/real estate broker shall also be deemed an operator for
purposes of this local law and shall have the same duties and liabilities as
his/her principal.  Compliance with the provisions of this local law by either
the principal or managing agent/real estate broker shall be considered to be
compliance by both.

(g) Permanent Resident - Any person occupying any room or rooms in a hotel 
           or motel for at least thirty (30) consecutive days.

(h) Person -  An individual, partnership, society, association, joint stock
company, corporation, limited liability company, general or limited or limited
liability partnership, estate, receiver, trustee, assignee, referee, operator, as
hereinabove defined, or any other person acting in a fiduciary or
representative capacity, whether appointed by a court or otherwise, and/or
any combination of the foregoing.

(i) Rent - The charge and/or consideration received for occupancy valued in
money, whether received in money or otherwise.

(j) Return - Any return filed or required to be filed as herein provided.

(k) Room - Any room or rooms of any kind in any part or portion of a hotel or
motel, which is available for, rented or otherwise let out for the lodging of
guests.

(l) Tax Imposition Date - the date set forth in Section 3 of this local law.
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(m) Treasurer - The Essex County Treasurer, or such other fiscal officer(s) as
may be designated by the Board of Supervisors.

Section 3. Imposition of Tax.

Upon expiration of Local Law No.  2 of 2020, there shall continue to be, and hereby
is, imposed and there shall be paid a tax of five percent (5%) of the per diem rental rate
for each room or rooms in a hotel or motel located within the County, except that such tax
shall not be applicable to a permanent resident of a hotel or motel.

Section 4. Transitional Provisions.

The tax imposed by this local law shall be paid upon any occupancy on and after
the date set forth in Section 3 hereof although such occupancy is pursuant to a prior
contract, lease, or other arrangement.  Where rent is paid on a weekly or other term basis,
the rent shall be subject to the tax imposed by this local law to the extent that it covers any
period on and after the date set forth in Section 3 hereof.

Section 5. Exempt organizations.

Except as otherwise provided in this section, any use or occupancy by any of the
following shall not be subject to the tax imposed by this local law: 

(a) The State of New York, or any public corporation (including a created
pursuant to agreement or compact with another state or the Dominion of Canada)
improvement district or other political subdivision of the state;

(b) The United States of America, insofar as it is immune from taxation; and

(c) Any corporation or association, or trust, or community chest, fund or
foundation, organized and operated exclusively for religious, charitable or educational
purposes, or for the prevention of cruelty to children or animals, and no part of the net
earnings of which inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual and no
substantial part of the activities of which is carrying on propaganda, or otherwise
attempting to influence legislation;  provided, however, that nothing in this paragraph shall
include an organization operated for the primary purpose of carrying on a trade or business
for profit, whether or not all of its profits are payable to one or more organizations
described in this paragraph.

Section 6. Territorial limitations.  

The tax imposed by this local law shall apply only within the territorial limits of Essex
County.

Section 7. Registration.  

(a) Within twenty (20) days after the effective date of this local law, or in the case
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of an operator commencing business after such effective date within three (3) days after
such commencement or opening, every operator shall file with the Treasurer a  registration
application in a form prescribed by the Treasurer.  

(b) The Treasurer shall within five (5) days after receipt of a registration
application issue without charge to the operator a certificate of authority empowering such
operator to collect the tax from the occupant and duplicate thereof, for each additional
hotel or motel of such operators.  

(c) Each certificate shall state the hotel or motel to which it is applicable.  

(d) Each certificate of authority shall be prominently displayed by the operator
in such manner that it may be seen and come to the notice of all occupants and person
seeking occupancy.  

(e) Certificates shall not be assignable or transferable,  and shall be surrendered
immediately to the Treasurer upon the cessation of business at, or upon the sale or
conveyance of, the hotel or motel named in such certificate(s).

Section 8. Administration and collection.

(a) The tax imposed by this local law shall be administered and collected by the
Treasurer, or such other employees of the County as the Treasurer may designate, by
such means and in such manner as are other taxes which are now collected and
administered or as is otherwise provided by this local law.

(b) The tax to be collected shall be stated and charged separately from the rent
and shown separately on any record thereof, at the time when the occupancy is arranged
or contracted for and charged for, and upon every evidence of occupancy or any bill or
statement or charge made for said occupancy issued or delivered by the operator, and the
tax shall be paid by the occupant to the operator as trustee for and on account of the
County, and the operator shall be liable for the collection thereof and for the tax.  

(c) The operator and any officer of any corporate operator shall be personally
liable for the tax collected or required to be collected under this local law, and the operator
shall have the same right in respect to collecting the tax from the occupant, or in respect
to nonpayment of the tax by the occupant as if the tax were part of the rent for the
occupancy payable at the time such tax shall become due and owing, including all rights
of eviction, dispossession, repossession and enforcement of any innkeeper's lien that he
may have in the event of non-payment of rent by the occupant;  provided, however, that
the Treasurer shall be joined as a party in any action or proceeding brought by the operator
to collect or enforce collection of the tax.

(d) The Treasurer may, whenever he deems it necessary for the proper
enforcement of this local law, provide by order that the occupant shall file returns and pay
directly to the Treasurer the tax herein imposed, at such times as returns are required to
be filed and payment over made by the operator.
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(e) The tax imposed by this local law shall be paid upon any occupancy on and
after the tax imposition date , although such occupancy is had pursuant to a contract, lease
or other arrangement made prior to such date;  and where rent is paid, charged, billed or
falls due on either a weekly, monthly or other term basis, the rent so paid, charged, billed
or falling due shall be subject to the tax herein imposed to the extent that it covers any
portion of the period on and after the tax imposition date.  

(f) Where any tax has been paid hereunder upon any rent which has been
ascertained to be worthless, the Treasurer may by order provide for credit and/or refund
of the amount of such tax upon application therefor as provided in section fourteen of this
local law.

(g) For the purpose of the proper administration of this local law and to prevent
evasion of the tax hereby imposed, it shall be presumed that all rents are subject to tax
until the contrary is established, and the burden of proving that a rent for occupancy is not
taxable hereunder shall be upon the operator or occupant.  

(h) Where an occupant claims exemption(s) from the tax under the provisions
of section five of this local law, the rent shall be deemed taxable hereunder unless the
operator shall receive from the occupant claiming such exemption

(1) a copy of a certificate issued by the Treasurer certifying that the
organization named therein is exempt from the tax pursuant to section
five of this local law, together with a certificate duly executed by the
exempt organization setting forth the occupant’s name and certifying
that 

(i) the occupant is a duly authorized agent, representative
or employee of the exempt organization, 

(ii) the occupant’s  occupancy is paid or to be paid by such
exempt organization, and 

(iii) the occupant’s occupancy is necessary or required in
the course and furtherance of, and/or in connection
with, the affairs of said exempt organization; or

(2) a properly completed, executed and certified Exemption Certificate
from taxes imposed pursuant to Articles 28 and 29 of the New York
Tax Law, such certificate to be in the form and to contain the content
approved and required by the New York State Department of
Taxation.

Section 9. Records to be kept.

 (a) Every operator shall keep records of every occupancy and of all rent paid,
charged or due thereon and of the tax payable thereon, in such form as the Treasurer may
by regulation or order require.  

(b) All records shall be available for inspection and examination at any time upon
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demand by the Treasurer, or the Treasurer’s duly authorized agent or employee, and shall
be preserved for a period of not less than three (3) years, except that the Treasurer may
consent in writing to their destruction within that period or may in writing require that such
records be kept and maintained for a specified period in excess of three (3) years.

Section 10. Returns.

(a) After the date set forth in Section 3 of this local law, and except as provided
in subdivision (b) of this section, every operator shall file with the Treasurer a return of
occupancy and of rents, and of the taxes payable thereon, for the same quarterly periods
and on the same dates as returns for New York State sales and use taxes are filed or to
be filed.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this section, the  Treasurer
may by order 

(1) require returns to be made and filed for shorter periods than those
prescribed pursuant to subdivision (a) of this section, on such dates
as the Treasurer may specify in such rule or order, where the
Treasurer deems it necessary in order to insure the payment of the
tax imposed by this local law, or

(2) permit or require returns to be made by other periods and upon such
other dates as the Treasurer may specify by rule or order so as to
carry out the purposes of this local law.

(c) All returns shall be filed with the Treasurer within twenty (20) days from the
expiration of the period covered thereby.

(d) The forms of returns shall be prescribed by the Treasurer and shall contain
such information as the Treasurer may deem necessary for the proper administration of
this local law.  

(e) The Treasurer may require amended returns to be filed within twenty (20)
days after notice and to contain the information specified in the notice.

(f) If a return required by this local law is not filed, or if a return when filed is
incorrect or insufficient on its face or otherwise, the Treasurer shall take the necessary
steps to enforce the filing of a properly completed and sufficient return or of a corrected
return.

Section 11. Payment of Tax.  

(a) Any tax imposed by this local law shall be paid by the occupant to the
operator of the hotel or motel room occupied or to the person entitled to be paid the rent
or charge for the hotel or motel room occupied for and on account of the County, and  such
operator or person entitled to be paid the rent or charge shall be liable for the collection
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and payment of tax to the County.

(b) The owner of the hotel or motel room or the person entitled to be paid the
rent or charge for the hotel or motel room shall have the same right in respect to collecting
the tax from the occupant, or in respect to non-payment of the tax by the occupant, as if
the tax were a part of the rent or charge and payable at the same time as the rent or
charge.  In any action or proceeding brought by an owner or a person entitled to be paid
the rent or charge for the purpose of collecting the rent or charge, or the tax imposed by
this local law, the Treasurer shall be joined as a party.    

(c) At the time of filing a return of occupancy and of rents, each operator shall
pay to the Treasurer the taxes imposed by this local law upon the rents required to be
included in such return, as well as all other moneys collected by the operator acting or
purporting to act under the provisions of this local law.

(d) All taxes and other moneys required to be paid under and pursuant to this
local law shall be due from the operator and paid to the Treasurer on the date limited for
the filing of the return for such period, without regard to whether a return is filed or whether
the return which is filed correctly shows the amount of rents and taxes due thereon.  

Section 12. Bonds & Security For Payment of Tax.

(a) Where the Treasurer, in the exercise of the Treasurer’s discretion, deems it
necessary to protect revenues to be obtained under this local law, the Treasurer may by
rule or order require any operator required to collect the tax imposed by this local law to file
with the Treasurer a bond to secure the payment of any tax and/or penalties and interest
due or which may become due from such operator.  

(b) Any bond so required by the Treasurer shall be issued by a surety company
authorized to transact business in this state and approved by the superintendent of
insurance of this state as to solvency and responsibility, in such amount as the Treasurer
may fix.  

(c) In the event the Treasurer determines that an operator is to file such bond
he shall give notice to such operator to that effect specifying the amount of the bond
required.  

(d) The operator shall file such bond within five (5) days after the issuance of
such notice, unless within such five (5) days the operator shall serve upon and deliver to
the Treasurer a written request for a hearing before the Treasurer at which the necessity,
propriety and amount of the bond shall be determined by the Treasurer.  Any determination
by the Treasurer upon such hearing shall be final and shall be complied with by the
operator within five (5) days after the giving of notices thereof.  

(e) In lieu of a bond the Treasurer, in the Treasurer’s sole discretion, may accept
or require
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(1) securities approved by the Treasurer in such amount as the Treasurer
may prescribe, with such securities to be kept in the custody of the
Treasurer, and/or

(2) cash in such amount as the Treasurer may prescribe, with such cash
to be deposited and kept in the custody of the Treasurer.

(f) The Treasurer shall have the right at any time without notice of the operator 
apply all or any portion of the bond(s), securities and/or cash to the payment of any tax
and/or interest or penalties due, and for such purpose the Treasurer may exercise all rights
under the bond(s) and/or may sell the securities at public or private sale without notice to
the depositors thereof.

Section 13. Determination of tax.  

(a) Upon the filing of a return, the Treasurer shall determine the amount of tax
due under and pursuant to this local law. 

(b) If a return required by this local law is not filed, or if a return when filed is
incorrect or insufficient as to the amount of tax due, the amount of tax due under and
pursuant to this local law shall be determined by the Treasurer from such information as
may be obtainable and, if necessary, the tax may be estimated on the basis of external
indices, such as number of rooms, location, scale of rents, comparable rents, type of
accommodations and service, number of employees and/or other factors.  

(c) Notice of a determination under subdivision (b) of this section shall be
furnished in writing to the person liable for the collection and/or payment of the tax.

(d) Any determination by the Treasurer under subdivision (b) of this section shall
finally and irrevocably fix the tax, unless 

(1) within thirty (30) days after the issuance of the notice of such
determination the person against whom it is assessed shall apply in
writing to the Treasurer for a hearing, or 

(2) the Treasurer shall, in the Treasurer’s sole discretion, reconsider and
re-determine the amount of tax due.  

(e) Within fifteen (15) days after the conclusion of a hearing conducted pursuant
to subdivision (d) (1) of this section, the Treasurer shall give written notice of the
Treasurer’s determination to the person against whom the tax is assessed.  

(f)   Except in the case of a wilfully false or fraudulent return with intent to evade
the tax, no assessment of additional tax shall be made after the expiration of more than
three years from the date of the filing of a return; provided, however, that

(1) where no return has been filed as provided by this local law the tax
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may be assessed at any time; and/or

(2) where, before expiration of the period prescribed herein for the
assessment of an additional tax, a taxpayer has consented in writing
that such period be extended, the amount of such additional tax due
may be determined at any time within such extended period or any
extension(s) thereof. 

Section 14. Refunds.

(a) In the manner provided in this section the Treasurer shall refund or credit,
without interest, any tax, penalty or interest erroneously, illegally or unconstitutionally
collected or paid provided that written application for such refund shall be made to the
Treasurer within one year from the payment thereof.

(b) An application for refund or credit may be made only by the occupant,
operator, or other person who has actually paid the tax. 

(c) An application for a refund or credit made as herein provided shall not be
complete unless the same includes copies of all documentation and evidence upon which
the applicant relies in support thereof, but nothing shall prohibit or prevent the Treasurer
from receiving any other  evidence with respect thereto.

(d) No application for a refund or credit shall be accepted or considered unless
such application has been actually received by the Treasurer within one year of the
payment by the tax.

(e) The determination to deny or allow a refund or credit shall be made by the
Treasurer in writing, stating the reason(s) therefor, and the Treasurer shall give notice of
such determination to the applicant. 

(f) No refund shall be made to an operator who has collected and paid over such
tax to the Treasurer unless and until such operator shall first establish, to the satisfaction
of the Treasurer under such regulations as the Treasurer may prescribe, that such operator 
has repaid to the occupant(s) the amount of tax for which refund is sought.  

(g) The Treasurer may, in the Treasurer’s discretion and in lieu of the payment
of any refund determined to be due, allow credit therefor on and against payments due
from the applicant.

Section 15. Disposition of Revenues.  

(a) All revenues resulting from the imposition of the tax under this local law shall
be paid into the treasury of the County and shall be credited and deposited into a special
tourism development and promotion fund, thereafter to be allocated for publicizing the
advantages of the County pursuant to subdivision fourteen of section two hundred twenty-
four of the County Law; provided, however, that the County  
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(1) shall retain five per cent (5%) of the gross revenues to cover the
County’s costs for administration and collection; and

(2) endeavor to expend the revenues in such fund in a manner
reasonably intended to publicize the areas within the County
commensurate with the amount of revenues generated from such
areas.

(b) The County shall contract with the Lake Placid-Essex County Visitors Bureau
for the expenditure of the net revenues in such fund pursuant to subdivision fourteen of
section two hundred twenty-four of the County Law; provided, however, that the County
may terminate such contract and/or enter into other contracts in the event that the Lake
Placid-Essex County Visitors Bureau 

(1) dissolves,  or

(2) in the determination of the Board of Supervisors, after public hearing,
ceases to adequately perform such contract.

(c) The Board of Supervisors shall by resolution appoint an advisory committee,
some of the members of which shall be operators of facilities paying such tax.  The
advisory committee shall provide advice and recommendations as to the County’s strategic
tourism marketing plan(s) for publicizing the advantages of the County pursuant to
subdivision fourteen of section two hundred twenty-four of the County Law and this local
law.

Section 16. Reserves. 

Whenever the occupant or operator has applied for a refund and has instituted a
proceeding under article seventy-eight of the civil practice law and rules to review a
determination adverse to such occupant or operator on such application for refund, the
Treasurer shall set up appropriate reserves to meet any decision adverse to the County.

Section 17. Remedies exclusive.

The remedies provided by sections thirteen and fourteen of this local law shall be
exclusive remedies available to any person for the review of tax liability imposed by this
local law;  and no determination or proposed determination of tax or determination on any
application for refund or credit shall be enjoined, contested or reviewed by any action or
proceeding, except by a proceeding under article seventy-eight of the civil practice law and
rules pursuant to section twenty-three of this local law.

Section 18. Proceedings to recover tax.

(a) Whenever any operator or other person shall fail to collect and pay over any
tax and/or to pay any tax, penalty or interest imposed by this local law as herein provided,
or whenever any occupant shall fail to pay any such tax, penalty or interest, the county
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attorney shall, upon the request of the County Treasurer bring or cause to be brought an
action to enforce the payment of the same on behalf of Essex County in any court of the
state of New York or of any other state or of the United States.  

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, if the Treasurer in his
discretion believes that any such operator, occupant or other person is about to cease
business, leave the state or remove or dissipate the assets out of which the tax or penalties
might be satisfied, and that any such tax or penalty will not be paid when due, the
Treasurer may declare such tax or penalty to be immediately due and payable and may
issue a warrant, as provided in this section, immediately.

(c) As an additional or alternate remedy, the Treasurer may issue a warrant,
directed to the Essex County Sheriff or to the sheriff of any other county commanding
him/her to levy upon and sell the real and personal property of the operator, occupant, or
other person, including but not limited to any partner, corporate officer/director/shareholder,
or member, liable for the tax, which may be found within his/her county for the payment of
the amount thereof, with any penalties and interest, and the cost of executing the warrant,
and to return such warrant to the Treasurer and to pay to the Treasurer the money
collected by virtue thereof within sixty days after the receipt of such warrant.  

(d) The sheriff receiving a warrant issued under this section shall, within five (5)
days after receipt of the warrant, file with the county clerk a copy thereof, and thereupon
such clerk shall enter in the judgment docket the name of the person mentioned in the
warrant and the amount of the tax, penalties and interest for which the warrant is issued
and the date when such copy is filed.

(e) Upon filing a copy of the warrant as provided in paragraph (d) of this section, 

(1) the amount of such warrant so docketed shall become a lien upon the
title to and interest in real and personal property of the person against
whom the warrant is issued, provided that such lien shall not apply to
personal property unless another copy of such warrant is filed in the
New York Department of State. 

(2) the sheriff shall then proceed upon the warrant, in the same manner,
and with like effect, as that provided by law in respect to executions
issued against property upon judgments of a court of record and for
services in executing the warrant he shall be entitled to the same
fees, which he may collect in the same manner; and

(3) the Treasurer shall have the same remedies to enforce the amount
due thereunder as if the County had recovered judgment therefor. 

(f)  If a warrant is returned not satisfied in full, the Treasurer may from time to
time issue new warrants and shall also have the same remedies to enforce the amount due
thereunder as provided in this section.
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(g) Whenever an operator or other person shall make a sale, transfer, or
assignment in bulk of any part or the whole of his hotel or motel or of such operator’s
business assets, otherwise than in the ordinary course of business, the following provisions
shall apply:

(1) the purchaser, transferee or assignee shall at least twenty (20) days
before taking possession of the subject of said sale, transfer or
assignment, or paying therefor, notify the Treasurer by registered mail
of the proposed sale and of the price, terms and conditions thereof
and whether or not the operator has represented to or informed the
purchaser, transferee or assignee that it owes any tax pursuant to this
local law, and whether or not the purchaser, transferee or assignee
has knowledge that such taxes are owing, and whether any such
taxes are in fact owing;

(2) for failure to comply with the provisions of this paragraph, including
but not limited to subdivision (1) above, the purchaser, transferee or
assignee shall be personally liable for the payment to the County of
any such taxes theretofore or thereafter determined to be due to the
County from the operator, seller, transferor, or assignor, and such
liability may be assessed and enforced in the same manner as the
liability for tax under this local law;

(3) whenever the purchaser, transferee or assignee shall fail to give
notice to the Treasurer as required by subdivision (1) of this
paragraph, or whenever the Treasurer shall inform the purchaser,
transferee or assignee that a possible claim for such tax or taxes
exists, any sums of money, property or choses in action, or other
consideration, which the purchaser, transferee or assignee is required
to transfer over to the seller, transferrer or assignor shall be subject
to a first priority right and lien for any such taxes theretofore or
thereafter determined to be due from the operator, seller, transferor
or assignor to the County, and the purchaser, transferee or assignee
is forbidden to transfer to the operator, seller, transferor or assignor,
and shall withhold any such sums of money, property or choses in
action, or other consideration, to the extent of the amount of the
County's claim;

(4) within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the notice of the sale, transfer or
assignment from the purchaser, transferee or assignee, the Treasurer
shall give notice to the purchaser, transferee or assignee and to the 
operator, seller, transferor or assignor, of the total amount of any tax
or taxes, as well as of any penalties or interest due thereon, which the
Treasurer claims to be due from the operator, seller, transferor or
assignor, to the County; 

(5) whenever the Treasurer shall fail to give the notice required by
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subdivision (4) of this paragraph, within fifteen (15) days from receipt 
of notice of the sale, transfer and assignment required by subdivision
(1) of this paragraph, such failure shall release the purchaser,
transferee or assignee from any further obligation to withhold any
sums of money, property or choses in action, or other consideration,
which the purchaser, transferee or assignee is required to transfer
over to the operator, seller, transferor or assignor;

(6) upon receipt of the Treasurer’s notice issued pursuant to subdivision
(4) above stating the total amount of the County’s claim, the
purchaser, transferee or assignee may make payment of such claim
to the Treasurer from any sums of money, property, or choses in
action withheld in accord with the provisions of subdivision (3) of this 
paragraph, and upon making such payment the purchaser, transferee
or assignee shall be relieved of all liability for such amounts to the
operator, seller, transferor or assignor, and such amounts paid to the
Treasurer shall be deemed satisfaction of the tax liability of the
operator, seller, transferor or assignee to the extent of the amount of
such payment. 

(h) Whenever the liability of any operator or other person, including that of any
purchaser, transferee or assignee, covered by this section has been wholly paid or
satisfied or no longer exists, except where the liability is discharged by an order or decree
in bankruptcy, the Treasurer shall

(1) mail to such operator or other person a notice, addressed to
the last known address of such operator or other person,
setting forth 
(i) the amount of the tax liability paid or satisfied, 
(ii) that such liability has been wholly paid or satisfied or no

longer exists, and
(iii) a statement to the effect that consumer reporting

agencies must delete from a credit file any reference to
the particular tax lien or claim within thirty (30) days of
receipt from such operator or other person of a copy of
such notice.   

Section 19. General powers of the Treasurer.   

In addition to the powers granted to the Treasurer by County Law and this local law,
the Treasurer is hereby authorized and empowered:

(a) To make, adopt and amend rules and regulations, and to issue orders,
appropriate to the carrying out of this local law and the purposes thereof;

(b) To extend for cause shown the time of filing any return for a period not
exceeding thirty days; and for cause shown, to remit or waive penalties but not interest;
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and to compromise disputed claims in connection with the taxes hereby imposed;

(c) To request information from the tax commission of the state of New York or
the treasury department of the United States relative to any person; and to afford
information to such tax commission or such treasury department relative to any person,
any other provision of this local law to the contrary notwithstanding;

(d) To delegate his functions hereunder to any employee or employees of the
County Treasurer;

(e) To prescribe methods for determining the rents for occupancy and to
determine the taxable and non-taxable rents;

(f) To require any operator within the county to keep detailed records of the
nature and type of hotel or motel maintained. nature and type of service rendered, the
rooms available and rooms occupied daily, lease's or occupancy contracts or
arrangements, rents received, charged and accrued, the names and addresses of the
occupants, whether or not any occupancy is claimed to be subject to the tax imposed by
this local law, and to furnish such information upon request to the County Treasurer;

(g) To assess, determine, revise and readjust the taxes imposed under this local
law.

Section 20. Administration of Oaths and Compelling Testimony.

(a) The Treasurer, or the Treasurer’s duly designated and authorized
employee(s) or agent(s), shall have power to administer oaths and take affidavits in relation
to any matter or proceeding in the exercise of the Treasurer’s powers and duties under this
local law.  

(b) The Treasurer shall have power to subpoena and require the attendance of
witnesses and the production of books, papers and documents to secure information
pertinent to the performance of his duties hereunder and of the enforcement of this local
law, and to examine them in relation thereto, and to issue commissions for the examination
of witnesses who are out of the state or unable to attend before the Treasurer or excused
from attendance.

(c) A justice of the supreme court, either in court or at chambers, shall have
power summarily to enforce by proper proceedings the attendance and testimony of
witnesses and the production and examination of books, papers and documents called for
by the subpoena of the Treasurer under this local law.

(d) Any person who shall refuse to testify or to produce books or records or who
shall testify falsely in any material matter pending before the Treasurer under this local law
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishment for which shall be a fine of not more than one
thousand dollars or imprisonment for not more than one year, or both such fine and
imprisonment.
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(e) The officers who serve the summons or subpoena of the Treasurer and
witnesses attending in response thereto shall be entitled to the same fees as are allowed
to officers and witnesses in civil cases in courts of record, except as herein otherwise
provided.  

(f) The County Sheriff, the Sheriff’s duly appointed deputies, and any officer or
employee of the Treasurer designated to serve process under this local law, are hereby
authorized and empowered to serve any summons, subpoena, order, notice, document,
instrument, or other process to enforce or carry out this local law.

Section 21. Reference to tax.  

Wherever reference is made in placards or advertisements or in any other
publications to this tax such reference shall be substantially in the following form: "Tax on
occupancy of hotel or motel rooms";  except that in any bill, receipt, statement or other
evidence or memorandum of occupancy or rent charge issued or employed by the
operator, the work "tax" will suffice.

Section 22. Penalties, Interest & Violations.

(a) Any person failing to file a return or to pay or pay over any tax to the
Treasurer within the time required by this local law shall be subject to

(1) a penalty of five per centum (5%) of the amount of tax due; plus

(2) interest at the rate of one per centum (1%) of the amount of tax due
for each month of delay, except that no interest shall be charged for
the first thirty (30) days immediately after the date such return was
required to be filed or such tax became due.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this section, the  Treasurer
may, if satisfied that the delay was excusable, cancel and remit all or part of such penalty,
but may not cancel or remit any portion of the interest.

(c) All penalties and interest shall be paid and disposed of in the same manner
as other revenues from this local law.  

(d) Unpaid penalties and interest may be enforced in the same manner as the
tax imposed by this local law.

(e) Officers and/or members of an owner or operator which is a corporation,
limited liability company, limited liability partnership, or partnership shall be personally liable
for the tax collected or required to be collected and paid by such corporation under this
local law, and shall also be personally liable for the penalties and interest herein imposed.

(f)  In addition to the penalties herein or elsewhere prescribed, any person found
to have committed any of the following acts shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishment
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for which shall be a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or imprisonment for not
more than one year, or both such fine and imprisonment:

(1) failing to file a return required by this local law, 

(2) filing or causing to be filed, or making or causing to be made, or giving
or causing to be given, any return, certificate, affidavit, representation,
information, testimony or statement required or authorized by this
local law which is wilfully false,

(3) wilfully failing to file a bond required to be filed pursuant to this local
law,  

(4) failing to file a registration certificate and such data in connection
therewith as the Treasurer may by order, regulation or otherwise
require,

(5) failing to display, or to surrender upon demand of the Treasurer, the
certificate of authority as required by this local law, 

(6) assigning or transferring such a certificate of authority,

(7) wilfully failing to charge separately from the rent the tax herein
imposed, or wilfully failing to state such tax separately on any
evidence of occupancy and on any bill or statement or receipt of rent
issue or employed by the operator, 

(8) wilfully failing or refusing to collect any tax imposed by this local law
from the occupant, 

(9) referring or causing reference to be made to this tax in a form or
manner other than that required by this local law, or

(10) failing to keep or maintain the records required by this local law.

(g) The certificate of the County Treasurer to the effect that a tax has not been
paid, that a return, bond or registration certificate has not been filed, or that information has
not been supplied pursuant to the provisions of this local law, shall be presumptive
evidence thereof.

Section 23. Judicial Review.

Any final determination of the amount of any tax payable pursuant to this local law,
as well as any final determination on an application for refund or credit under section 14
of this local law, shall be reviewable for error, illegality or unconstitutionality or any other
reason whatsoever by a proceeding under article seventy-eight of the civil practice law and
rules if application therefor is made to the supreme court within thirty days after the giving
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of the notice of such final determination, provided, however, that any such proceeding
under article seventy-eight of the civil practice law-and rules shall not be instituted unless:

(a) The amount of any tax sought to be reviewed, with such interest and
penalties thereon as may be provided for by local law or regulation shall be first deposited
and there is filed an undertaking, issued by a surety company authorized to transact
business in this state and approved by the superintendent of insurance of this state as to
solvency and responsibility, in such amount as a justice of the supreme court shall approve
to the effect that if such proceeding be dismissed or the tax confirmed the petitioner will
pay all costs and charges which may accrue in the prosecution of such proceeding; or

(b) At the option of the petitioner such undertaking may be in a sum sufficient to
cover the taxes, interests and penalties stated in such determination plus the costs and
charges which may accrue against it in the prosecution of the proceeding, in which event
the petitioner shall not be required to pay such taxes, interest or penalties as a condition
precedent to any tax imposed pursuant to this section shall have been erroneously, illegally
or unconstitutionally collected and application for the refund thereof duly made to the
proper fiscal officer or officers, and such officer or officers shall have made a determination
denying such refund, such determination shall be reviewable by a proceeding under article
seventy-eight of the civil practice law and rules, provided, however, that such proceeding
is instituted within thirty days after the giving of the notice of such denial, that a final
determination of tax due was not previously made, and that an undertaking is filed with the
proper fiscal officer or officers in such amount and with such sureties as a justice of the
supreme court shall approve to the effect that if such proceeding be dismissed or the tax
confirmed, the petitioner will pay all costs and charges which may accrue in the
prosecution of such proceeding.

Section 24. Returns to be secret.

(a) Except in accordance with proper judicial order, or as otherwise provided by
law, 

(1) it shall be unlawful for the Treasurer or any agent, employee or
designee of the  Treasurer to divulge or make known in any manner
the rents or other information relating to the business of an operator
contained in any return required under this local law; and  

(2) the officers charged with the custody of such returns shall not be
required to produce any of such returns or evidence of anything
contained therein in any action or proceeding in any court, except on
behalf of the Treasurer in an action or proceeding under the
provisions of this local law, or on behalf of any party to any action or
proceeding under the provisions of this local law when the returns or
facts shown thereby are directly involved in such action or proceeding,
provided that in either of which events the court may require the
production of, and may admit in evidence, so much of said returns or
of the facts shown thereby, as are pertinent to the action or
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proceeding and no more.  

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this section, nothing herein
shall be construed to prohibit 

(1) the delivery to a taxpayer or such taxpayer’s duly authorized
representative of a copy of any return filed in connection with this
local law, or

(2) the publication of statistics so classified as to prevent the identification
of particular returns and items thereof, or

(3) the inspection by the county attorney or other legal representatives of
the county, or by the district attorney of any county, of the return(s) of
any taxpayer who shall bring action to set aside or review the tax
based thereon, or against whom an action or proceeding has been
instituted for the collection of a tax or penalty.

(c) Returns shall be preserved by the Treasurer for not less than three (3) years
or for such longer period of time as the Treasurer determines.

(d) Any violation of paragraph (a) of this section shall be punishable by a fine not
exceeding one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both, in
the discretion of the court, and if the offender be an officer or employee of the county such
officer or employee shall be dismissed from office or service with the county.

Section 25. Notices and Limitations of Time.

(a) Any notice authorized or required under the provisions of this local law may
be given by mailing the same to the person for whom it is intended in a postpaid envelope
addressed to such person at the address given in the last return filed pursuant to the
provisions of this local law, or in any application made by such person, or if no return has
been filed or application made then to such address as may be obtainable.  

(b) The mailing of such notice shall be presumptive evidence of the receipt of the
same by the person to whom addressed.  

(c) Any period of time which is determined according to the provisions of this
local law by the giving of notice shall commence to run from the date of mailing of such
notice.

(d) The provisions of the civil practice law and rules or any other law relative to
limitations of time for the enforcement of a civil remedy shall not apply to any proceeding
or action taken by the county to levy, appraise, assess, determine or enforce the collection
of any tax or penalty provided by this local law.

Section 26. Limitation of Effect of Local Law.
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This local law shall remain in full force and effect for a period of three (3) years from
the date of enactment by the Board of Supervisors;  except that nothing shall prohibit or
prevent the adoption and enactment of subsequent local laws continuing or imposing the
tax authorized hereby after the expiration of this or any other local law adopted and
enacted pursuant to the provisions of Part T of §1 of Chapter 406 of the Laws of 1999.

Section 27. Separability.

If any provision of this local law or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance shall be held invalid, the remainder of this local law and the application of
such provision to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.

Section 28. Effective Date.

This local law shall take effect upon filing in the office of the Secretary of State of
New York State.”

        
This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Merrihew, and adopted, upon a

roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 2725 votes
NOES:                0 votes
ABSENT:        128 votes (DeLoria, Wilson) 
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 108 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OPPOSING ASSEMBLY BILL A.5607
REQUIRING COUNTIES TO RETURN EXCESS

(SURPLUS) FUNDS RECEIVED FROM TAX AUCTIONS
TO THE PRIOR PROPERTY OWNER

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill A.5607 has recently been introduced which
fundamentally amends the NYS Real Property Law altering the foreclosure process; and

WHEREAS, Essex County vehemently and strongly opposes this legislation as it
is administratively unworkable, proposes significant liability concerns for the County, will
burden the court system, will enrich the private sector, and create fiscal ramifications for
County taxpayers and counties who are forced to cover the additional costs involved
through higher property tax; and

WHEREAS, in addition, the proposed legislation is unconstitutional as Article VII,
Section I of the New York State Constitution restricts the county from unconstitutionally
giving money to or an aid of any individual, or private corporation; is unfair to lien holders
as all liens are cutoff by Section 1131 at the time an interested party fails to redeem or
answer; will be impossible for counties to accurately account for all administrative costs
associated with enforcement of taxes for thousands of parcels during a two year time
period involving subcontractors and staff from multiple departments; the number of unpaid
parcels will likely increase with owners knowing that they do not have to pay lien holders,
including mortgage liens; is unfair to the gross majority of parcel owners in the county who
timely pay their taxes; costs involved are undefined; counties will have to increase staffing;
prior property owners and lien holders will have standing to file suit against counties they
felt have not represented or maximized their interest; distribution of funds insufficient to pay
all liens and provide the prior owner with their full equity will likely be met with lawsuits;
liens deemed invalid may be met with lawsuits; and overburden the court system incredibly.

BE IT RESOLVED, that Essex County vehemently and strongly opposes this
legislation for the reasons set forth above which will result in county financial losses with
the burden shouldered by county taxpayers and is yet another instance of New York State
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shifting the fiscal responsibility from the state to county government as a masked,
unfunded mandate; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if the State of New York wishes to change the
current tax foreclosure under the NYS Real Property Tax Law, the state should be making
the counties and all taxing jurisdictions whole by funding the process; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors urges
the New York State Legislature to reject this vague, unconstitutional and poorly drafted
legislation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk of this Board is hereby directed to
send a certified of this resolution to: Governor Kathy Hochul, Senate Majority Leader,
Assembly Speaker, Congresswoman Elise Stefanik, Senator Daniel Stec, Assemblyman
Matthew Simpson, Assemblyman Billy Jones and the New York State Association of
Counties.

        
This resolution was unanimously seconded and duly adopted.
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 109 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION INTRODUCING PROPOSED
LOCAL LAW NO. 3 OF 2023 ENTITLED, “A LOCAL LAW

SUPERSEDING THE RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS OF
PUBLIC OFFICERS LAW §3 FOR THE POSITIONS OF
ASSISTANT PUBLIC DEFENDER AND ASSISTANT
CONFLICT DEFENDER OF ESSEX COUNTY”
 

  
The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Barber, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby introduces
proposed Local Law No. 3 of 2023, a local law superseding the residency requirements of
Public Officers Law §3 for the positions of Assistant Public Defenders and Assistant
Conflict Defenders of Essex County, the same to read and provide as follows:
     

"ESSEX COUNTY PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. 3 OF 2023

A local law superseding the residency requirements of Public Officers Law §3 for
the positions of Assistant Public Defenders and Assistant Conflict Defenders of Essex
County.
      

BE IT ENACTED by the Essex County Board of Supervisors as follows:

SECTION 1: LEGISLATIVE INTENT
The intent of this local law is to define the residency requirement as it pertains to the

following public officers: Assistant Public Defenders and Assistant Conflict Defenders.  It
is the intent of this local law to supersede the provisions of the New York State Public
Officers Law Section 3(1) of with respect to said public officers.

SECTION 2:   AUTHORITY 
This local law is adopted pursuant to Municipal Home Rule Law §10(1)(i) and

§10(1)(ii)(a)(1) which grants to local governments the authority to enact local laws
pertaining to the qualifications of local officers.  Moreover, the Board of Supervisors
recognizes that the State Legislature has, on various occasions, for various offices,
including that of Assistant Public Defender and Assistant Conflict Defender, in various
municipalities, has amended Public Officers Law §3 so as to create exceptions to the
general residency requirements as set forth in that statute, thereby rendering the statute
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to be a special law, rather than a general law, insofar as these offices are concerned. 
Accordingly, this Board may supersede, and amend, Public Officers Law §3 as regards the
residency requirements for the appointed offices of Assistant Public Defender and
Assistant Conflict Defender.  (See N.Y. Opn. Atty. Gen. (Inf.) No. 2005-5).

SECTION 3: RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT
Assistant Public Defenders and Assistant Conflict Defenders.  The provisions of

Section 3(1) of the New York State Public Officers Law requiring a person to be a resident
of the political subdivision of municipal corporation of the state for which he or she shall be
chosen, or within which his or her official functions are required to be exercised, shall not
prevent a person from holding the office of Assistant Public Defender of the County of
Essex and Assistant Conflict Defender of the County of Essex, provided that such person
resides in Essex County or a geographically adjoining county within the State of New York. 

The provisions of this local law shall not apply to any person holding the office of
First Assistant Public Defender or Deputy Public Defender, as the case may be, or holding
the office of First Assistant Conflict Defender or Deputy Conflict Defender, as the case may
be, the holders of which office would assume the duties of the Public Defender upon the
Public Defender’s absence from the County or upon the Public Defender’s inability to
perform his or her duties or the holder of which would assume the duties of the Conflict
Defender upon the Conflict Defender’s absence from the County or upon the Conflict
Defender’s inability to perform his or her duties.  

This local law shall only apply to Assistant Public Defenders and Assistant Conflict
Defenders.

SECTION 4: SEVERABILITY
If any clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this local law shall be adjudged by

any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not impair or
invalidate the remainder hereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause,
sentence, paragraph or section directly involved in the controversy in which judgment shall
have been rendered.

SECTION 5: EFFECTIVE DATE 
This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State

in accordance with Article 3, §27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.”

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors
shall hold and conduct a public hearing on the foregoing proposed local law on April 17,
2023, at 11:30 a.m. of that day, to hear any and all persons concerning the same.  

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Scozzafava, and adopted, upon
a roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 2725 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   128 votes (DeLoria, Wilson)
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 110 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO
AWARD BIDS, ISSUE CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS OR

PURCHASE ORDERS IN THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Purchasing Agent to award an annual contract/agreement or purchase order for the
following:

1. Asphalt Delivered Bid HWAY 23-25.1 to Peckham Materials Corporation
for  Superpave Mixes and Marshall Mixes - to following towns: Crown Point,
Keene, Minerva, Moriah, Newcomb, Schroon, Ticonderoga and Westport.

2. Asphalt Delivered Bid HWAY 23-25.1 to Jointa Lime Company for:
Superpave Mixes with 11%-20% recycled asphalt to the following towns:
Chesterfield, Elizabethtown, Essex, Jay, Lewis, North Elba, North Hudson,
St. Armand, Willsboro and Wilmington.
All Superpave Mixes with virgin asphalt to: Chesterfield, Crown Point,
Minerva, Moriah, Newcomb, North Hudson, Schroon, Ticonderoga and
Willsboro.
Some Superpave Mixes with virgin asphalt to: Elizabethtown, Essex, Jay,
Keene, Lewis, North Elba, St. Armand and Westport.
All Marshall Mixes with 11%-20% recycled asphalt to: Chesterfield,
Elizabethtown, Essex, Jay, Lewis, North Elba, North Hudson, St. Armand,
Willsboro and Wilmington.
All Marshall Mixes with virgin asphalt delivered to: Crown Point, Minerva,
Moriah, Newcomb, North Hudson, Schroon and Ticonderoga.
Some Marshall Mixes with virgin asphalt delivered to: Chesterfield,
Elizabethtown, Essex, Lewis, Westport and Willsboro.

3. Asphalt Delivered Bid HWAY 23-25.1 to Upstone Materials Inc. for the
following:
All Superpave Mixes with 1%-10% recycled asphalt to: Chesterfield,
Elizabethtown, Essex, Jay, Keene, Lewis, Westport, Willsboro and
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Wilmington.
All Superpave Mixes with virgin asphalt delivered to: Wilmington.
Some Superpave Mixes with virgin asphalt delivered to: Elizabethtown,
Essex, Jay, Keene, Lewis, North Elba, St. Armand and Westport.
All Marshall Mixes with 1%-10% recycled asphalt delivered to: Chesterfield,
Elizabethtown, Essex, Jay, Keene, Lewis, Westport, Willsboro and
Willmington.
All Marshall Mixes with virgin asphalt delivered to: Jay, Keene, North Elba,
St. Armand and Wilmington.
Some Marshall Mixes with virgin asphalt delivered to: Chesterfield,
Elizabethtown, Essex, Lewis, Westport and Willsboro.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairman or County Manager are hereby
authorized to execute a contract/agreement or purchase order for the above referenced.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Wright, and adopted, upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2725 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   128 votes (DeLoria, Wilson)
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 111 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 149 of
JUNE 7, 2022, ENTITLED, “AUTHORIZING THE
PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD BIDS, ISSUE

CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS OR PURCHASE ORDERS” 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, this Board, pursuant to Resolution No. 149 of June 7, 2022, which
authorized the Purchasing Agent to award a purchase orders for the following:

2. DPW - purchase order - to RR Charlebois, Inc., in the amount of
$149,750.00, for a new and unused 2022 Freightliner single axle truck with
century rollback body, to come from budgeted funds.

WHEREAS, it is necessary to increase the purchase order in the amount of
$6,100.00 for a total of $155,850.00, due to an increase in pricing; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend Resolution No. 149 of June 7, 2022, to
increase the purchase order amount from $149,750.00 to $155,850.00, and authorize the
Chairman or County Manager to execute a contract/agreement or purchase order for the
above referenced.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby amends
Resolution No. 149 of June 7, 2022, to purchase a new and unused 2022 Freightliner
single axle truck with century rollback body from RR Charlebois in the total amount of
$155,850.00, all other terms and conditions remain the same.

   This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Wright, and adopted, upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2725 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   128 votes (DeLoria, Wilson)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 112 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF
MEREDITH CARVER JOHNSTON

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Tyler, who moved its
adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, Meredith Carver Johnston of Westport, New York passed away
surrounded by her family on February 20, 2023; and

WHEREAS, Meredith Johnston was born on December 26, 1944, in Clovis, New
Mexico, the daughter of Elinor Whitney Kingsbury and 1st Lieutenant Samuel Meredith
Carver, Jr.; and

WHEREAS, Meredith graduated from Garden City High School on Long Island,
received a BA degree from Wilson College in Chambersburg, Pennsylvanie and
obtained a Master’s of Arts in Teaching (MAT) degree from Wesleyan University in
Middletown, Connecticut; and

WHEREAS, Meredith studied pottery with nationally known ceramist, Mary K.
Risley, which began a life-long hobby and became a business when she retired as an
art teacher and established Aerobie Fields Pottery; and

WHEREAS, Meredith’s greatest joy was her family, children and grandchildren
and enjoyed teaching art to children and mentoring young adults; gardening; playing
paddle tennis; hiking with the Wednesday Women’s Hiking Cooperative; devoting
herself to Westport’s visitor center, Heritage House, working with fellow artists and
craftspeople to found and carry on the annual Spirit of Place Art Show at Heritage
House; and

WHEREAS, Meredith loved sports and the outdoors, she was strong, physically
fit and competitive; a devoted mother who chaperoned her children’s ski trips, coached
tennis and attended every soccer game, basketball game, school play and concert and
threw herself wholeheartedly into whatever she tackled in life; and
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WHEREAS, Meredith also enjoyed every Summer of her life on Cape Cod, loved
the natural beauty, historic sites, culture and art of the Cape and also spent summer’s
visiting her grandparents in Ticonderoga, where she learned to swim in Lake George
and first discovered clay; and

WHEREAS, Meredith is survived by her husband, William Johnston, her son
Nicholas Carver Johnston and his wife, Mary, her daughter, Katharine Anne Johnston,
five grandchildren, Sara, Lucy, Casey, Benjamin and Luke; and

WHEREAS, Meredith is also survived by her siblings, William A. Emslie,
Margaret W. Emslie and Robert S. Emslie; and

WHEREAS, Meredith Johnston is the beloved wife of William Johnston retired
Essex County Planning Director; and
 

WHEREAS, Meredith Johnston was a loving daughter, wife, mother,
grandmother, sister, aunt and friend who will be sorely missed but never forgotten.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, Clerk of the
Board, County Manager and County Attorney hereby express and extend their deepest
sympathy and condolences to the family of Meredith Carver Johnston; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes of
this Board of Supervisors, with a suitably embossed copy thereof to be forwarded to the
Johnston family.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 113 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF
JOHN NICHOLAS CLARKE

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Barber, who moved its
adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, John Nicholas Clarke of Keeseville, New York passed away at his
home surrounded by his family on March 3, 2023; and

WHEREAS, John Nicholas Clarke was born in Bloomingdale, New York on
October 12, 1930; and

WHEREAS, John graduated from Plattsburgh High School and attended Cornell
University, he joined the Army during the Korean War in 1952 and was honorably
discharged in 1954; and

WHEREAS, John taught 6th grade in Keeseville for many years and went on to
become the Keeseville Elementary School Principal in Clintonville where he retired in
1985; and

WHEREAS, John was a member of the Keeseville Elks Lodge #2072, served on
different committees and boards for the Town of Chesterfield, Anderson Falls Heritage
Museum and Friends of the North Country; and

WHEREAS, John always had a smile and great outlook on life, he enjoyed
hunting, fishing and golf and was still hunting and riding his 4-wheeler right up until this
past fall; and

WHEREAS, John is survived by his wife, of 22 years, Ethel T. Clarke, his son,
Mark R. Clarke and his wife, Sarah Lieberthal Clarke; his grandson, Michael J. Clarke
and his wife, Kristy Reil Clarke; and

WHEREAS, John is also survived by his nieces, Lisa Schroeder Bevis and
Maureen Shay Morrow (Wayne); step-daughter, Kathy Johnson Baer (Rick) and her
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sons, Ricky and Cole and a niece and nephew, Marina and Seamus Collins; and

WHEREAS, John Nicholas Clarke was a loving son, husband, father,
grandfather, step-father, brother, uncle and friend who will be sorely missed but never
forgotten.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, Clerk of the
Board, County Manager and County Attorney hereby express and extend their deepest
sympathy and condolences to the family of John Nicholas Clarke; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes of
this Board of Supervisors, with a suitably embossed copy thereof to be forwarded to the
Clarke family.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 114 April 3, 2023
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF
ROBERT JAMES RUSSELL

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Barber, who moved its
adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, Robert J. Russell of Keeseville, New York passed away peacefully
surrounded by his family and friend on March 4, 2023; and

WHEREAS, Bob was born on March 22, 1944, in Albany, New York, the son of
Edward A. Russell and Virginia K. Russell; and

WHEREAS, Bob graduated from Colonie Central High School in 1962, after
graduation volunteered to serve with the United States Navy where he dedicated 25
years of distinguished service; and

WHEREAS, during his 25 year naval career, Bob served on numerous
submarines, including the USS Tinosa, USS Sandlance, USS Alexander Hamilton and
two nuclear submarines, the USS Billfish and USS Nautilus before retiring as a Master
Chief in 1988; he received a Navy Achievement Medal for professional achievement
while serving on the USS Alexander Hamilton and a Navy Commendation Medal for
meritorious service will serving on the USS Nautilus; from 1972-1975 Bob served as a
recruiter for the service on nuclear submarines in the New England region; and

WHEREAS, after his retirement in 1988, Bob and his wife, June purchased the
Holiday Travel Park Campsite which they operated until 2012; and

WHEREAS, Bob served as a member and Chairman of both the Town Planning
Board and Zoning Board of Appeals for the Town of Chesterfield; proudly served as a
member of the Keeseville Chapter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1505; many
years as Adjutant, as well as a member of Am Vets; Bob was very proud of his military
service and his service to the VFW; and

WHEREAS, Bob was an avid hunter and fisherman and enjoyed spending time
hunting with his longtime friend, Bruce Thompson and fishing with his brother, Bill and
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friends, Bob had a great sense of humor and loved time spent with his family and
friends and was very generous with his time and willing to help whenever needed; and

WHEREAS, Bob is survived by his loving wife of 53 years, June Russell, his
brother, William E. (Marcia) Russell and his sister, Mary Janet (Richard) Lord; nephews,
Jeremy Russell, Matthew and Joanna Russell (Elianna and Gabriella); Andrew and Ying
Russell (Alexander); and David Lord; and his niece, Susan and Jason Dollak; and

WHEREAS, Robert James Russell was a loving son, husband, brother, uncle,
and friend who will be sorely missed but never forgotten.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, Clerk of the
Board, County Manager and County Attorney hereby express and extend their deepest
sympathy and condolences to the family of Robert James Russell; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes of
this Board of Supervisors, with a suitably embossed copy thereof to be forwarded to the
Russell family.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.
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