Essex County Board of Supervisors

Resolution No. 132 May 28, 2024
Special Board Meeting

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A HOME RULE REQUEST FOR
ADOPTION BY THE NEW YORK STATE SENATE OF SENATE
BILL S5608C AND FOR ADOPTION BY THE NEW YORK STATE
ASSEMBLY OF ASSEMBLY BILL A6812C AMENDING NYS
PUBLIC OFFICERS LAW WHICH IS ENTITLED “AN ACT TO
AMEND THE PUBLIC OFFICERS LAW, IN RELATION TO
WAIVING THE RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN
COUNTY ATTORNEY POSITIONS WITHIN ESSEX COUNTY”
AND MORE SPECIFICALLY ASSISTANT PUBLIC DEFENDERS
WITHIN ESSEX COUNTY

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Doty, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 75 adopted on March 6, 2023, the Essex County
Board of Supervisors requested that the State Legislature introduce Home Rule Legislation
amending NYS Public Officers Law §3, providing for Assistant Public Defenders to reside
in Essex County or an adjoining County within the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill No. S5608C and Assembly Bill No. A6812C have been
introduced in their respective Houses for such purposes, amending the Public Officers Law
in relation to waiving the residency requirements for Assistant Public Defenders in Essex
County; and

WHEREAS, over the last three years, Essex County has not been able to find
attorneys to fill Assistant Public Defender positions because of the lack of qualified
attorneys living within Essex County; and

WHEREAS, because of the dearth of attorneys in Essex County to fill these
positions, there exists the necessity for the enactment of this requested legislation
amending the Public Officers Law as it relates to Assistant County Attorney positions
within Essex County.
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts a
Home Rule Request requesting enactment of Senate Bill S5608C and Assembly Bill
A6812C which amends NYS Public Officers Law in relations to waiving the residency
requirement for Assistant Public Defenders within Essex County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk of this Board be and is hereby
authorized and directed to immediately execute all required Home Rule Request
documents and immediately forward the same to: Senator Daniel G. Stec, Assemblyman
Matthew Simpson and Assemblyman Billy Jones.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Monty, and adopted upon a two-
thirds roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 3353 votes
NOES: 0 votes
ABSENT: 538 votes (Wright, DelLoria)
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