
Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 259 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO MOVE 
REBECCA THOMPSON FROM ADVANCED EMT TO THE

PARAMEDIC POSITION IN 
EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Doty, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Rebecca Thompson is an Essex County Advanced EMT and has
qualified as a Paramedic, she also works for the Town of Westport and Westport Fire
District under Contract No. ES-25-0018; and

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors  hereby authorizes
and approves Rebecca Thompson to be moved from Advanced EMT to the position of
Paramedic.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Hughes, and duly adopted upon a roll-
call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 260 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY
CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN

AGREEMENT FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES EMS
EDUCATION SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT FOR

TUITION FEES ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

The following was offered by Supervisor Wright, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, with the approval of
the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, the Essex County Emergency Services Department is requesting the

establishment of an Education Assistance Program for assisting EMS employees with

tuition fees; and

WHEREAS, Essex County will pay the cost of tuition in the total amount of

$22,000.00 for Matthew Watts and Melanie Phelps to participate in said program; and

WHEREAS, in order to not be responsible to repay the cost of tuition, the

employee/student will be required to remain in the employment of Essex County full-time 

for a minimum of three (3) years; if the employee leaves the County’s employment prior

to the full required 3 years, the employee would be required to pay back the cost of said

tuition at a pro-rated basis based upon the duration of service with Essex County.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes

the County Attorney to establish an Education Assistance Program for the purposes of

assisting EMS Education Sponsorship to employees with tuition fees in the amount of

$22,000.00 for Matthew Watts and Melanie Phelps; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, it is further authorizing the County Chairman or

County Manager to execute the said tuition program for each student requesting the

tuition assistance program.

 

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Barber, and duly adopted upon a roll-

call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes

NOES:       0 votes

ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 261 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF 

BEULAH N. “BILLIE” WEST

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Gillilland, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Beulah N. “Billie” West of Willsboro, New York passed away
unexpectedly on October 29, 2025; and

WHEREAS, Billie was born in Clarenceville, Quebec on March 31, 1944, the 
daughter of John L. And Mabel (Brown) Nason; and

WHEREAS, the family relocated to Swanton, Vermont where Billie graduated from
BFA in 1963 and began working at Ayerst Labs; and

WHEREAS, in 1980, she married Douglas West and moved to Willsboro, New York,
together working on Cloverland Farm; and

WHEREAS, Billie’s career was diverse, while working for National Life Insurance
Company, she obtained her insurance license and realtor’s license; and

WHEREAS, in 1996, Billie began work at the Essex County Sheriff’s Office in the
Civil Office, during which time she conscientiously, tirelessly and with the highest degree
of professionalism helped to update and bring that office into the 21st century, a dedicated
employee having retired from the position in 2006; and

WHEREAS, Billie was a devoted member of the Reber Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Billie loved crafting and was especially talented in drawing and
sketching, reading; hosting family holiday traditions and being a cherished grandmother
to her grandchildren and GG to her great-grandchildren; and 

WHEREAS, Billie is survived by daughter, Robin (Jerry) Pierce and son, John
(Rebecca) Morris; grandchildren, Ryan (Alicia) Pierce, Tyler Pierce (Sara Wood), Zachary

Page 1



(Heather) McKenna, Alexander (Shelby) McKenna and Sydney Morris (Gabe Benelli); and
several great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Billie is also survived by her sister, Barbara Feeley, brother and sister-
in-law, Curt (Alice) West; and many nieces and nephews; and

WHEREAS, Billie West is the beloved aunt of Major Peter Feeley, Essex County
Jail Administrator; and

WHEREAS, Billie West was a loving daughter, wife, mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, sister, aunt and friend who will be sorely missed but never forgotten.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, Clerk of the Board,
County Manager and County Attorney hereby express and extend their deepest sympathy
and condolences to the family of Beulah “Billie” West; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes of
this Board of Supervisors, with a suitably embossed copy thereof to be forwarded to the
West family.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 262 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO
AWARD BIDS, ISSUE CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS OR

PURCHASE ORDERS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Brassard, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the various Committees, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the Purchasing Agent to award a contract/agreement or purchase order for the following:

From Human Services Committee:

1. Social Services - purchase order for the purchase of a Vibe Smart Board, Vibe
Smart Camera and Vibe Tab for training room purposes, in the amount of
$7,782.68, from budgeted funds Account #A6010 540012.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairman or County Manager are hereby
authorized to execute any and all documents related thereto.
 

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Clark, and adopted, upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 263 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION DECLARING AS SURPLUS A 2021 MERCEDES
RENEGADE VIENNA SERIES MOBILE UNIT VAN
IN THE ESSEX COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Reusser, who moved its
adoption. 
                  

Upon the recommendation of the Human Services Committee, with the approval of
the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby declares a
2021 Mercedes Renegade Vienna mobile van located at the Essex County Health
Department to be surplus and authorizes and directs that the same be sold at auction as
surplus property; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said mobile van will be sold in “as is - where is”
condition and that the County of Essex makes no warranties, express or implied, as to the
fitness for a particular purpose or condition of said motor vehicle.  

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor DeLoria, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 264 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS
TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT GRANTS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the various Committees, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the following Departments to apply for grant funds:

Mental Health Department

To apply for and accept funds for the following grants to support the financial sustainability
of the BRIEF Coalition’s initiatives:

• Office of Mental Health - Promoting Wellness and Healing in Communities -
Systems of Care

• Cloudsplitter Foundation - Community Resilience
• Adirondack Community Foundation - Generous Acts grant
• Grants provided by Sylvamo

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Chairman and/or County Manager 
hereby authorized to execute all paperwork for the above referenced grant funds.

   
This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Wright, and adopted, upon a roll-

call vote as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:                0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 265 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACT
AMENDMENTS/CHANGE ORDERS IN 

VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Clark, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the various Committees, with the approval of the 
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
amendments, change orders or Letters of Authorization to the following contracts:

From DPW Committee:

1. Contract Amendment with Kubricky Construction, bearing Contract No. DPW-26-
0023, in an amount not to exceed $231,610.00, for the installation of 14 culvert
crossings on County Route 25, Tahawus Road, located in the Town of Newcomb,
from budgeted CHIPs funds.

2. Contract Amendment with AES Northeast, bearing Contract No. DPW-26-0036, in
an amount not to exceed $6,500.00 for professional engineering services to include
3D scanning and drafting of all 3 floors of the Main County Complex Building, from
budgeted funds.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby
authorizes the above referenced amendments; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Chairman or County Manager are
hereby authorized to execute the same upon the approval of the County Attorney.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Barber, and duly adopted, upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:                0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 266 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 246 OF 
SEPTEMBER 5, 2023, AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS 

FOR VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Brassard, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the DPW Committee, with the approval of the Ways
and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 246,  passed on September 5, 2023, the Essex
County Board of Supervisors authorized Budget Amendments to the 2023 Essex County
Budget; and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 246 needs to amend Item #1 under Ways and Means
of the resolution from $2,000,000.00 to $2,600,000.00, as FEMA has approved for the
repair projects and hazard mitigation projects in the amount totaling $2,600,000.00, the
amended budget should read:

REVENUES
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
H3691 44960 Federal Aid $1,950,000.00
H3691 43960 State Aid      325,000.00
D3903 Interfund Transfer      325,000.00

$2,600,000.00
APPROPRIATIONS
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
H36414 546045 Road Repairs $2,600,000.00

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
to amend Resolution No.246, as referenced above, except as herein amended, all other
items remain the same.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Reusser, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

                                                                                                                                            
Resolution No. 267 December 1, 2025

Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOR
VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Reusser, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the various Committees, and the same appearing
proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby amends the
2025 Essex County Budget as follows:

DPW Committee:

1. From the Transportation Department increasing revenues and appropriations in the
amount of $5,534.29, vehicle insurance recovery, as follows:

REVENUES
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
A5631 426800 Insurance Recoveries $5,534.29

APPROPRIATIONS
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
A5631 541001 Auto Supplies and Repair $5,534.29

From Finance Committee:

1. From the Treasurer’s Department, authorizing the transfer of Fund Balance in the
total amount of $754,187.21, with $646,947.94 to the General Fund and
$107,239.27 to the County Road Fund, to close Projects in the Capital Fund, as
follows:

From:
 Org    Object Account Name Amount
H3150 599011 98-3A Jail Construction $    1,000.00
H5111 599011 Transfer to General Fund   645,947.94
H5110 599008 Transfer to County Road   107,239.27

$754,187.21
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To:
Org    Object Account Name Amount
A1900 450310 General Interfund $646,947.94
D9900 450310 County Road Interfund Transfer   107,239.27

$754,187.21

Below is the List of Projects to Close in the Capital Fund referenced above.

GENERAL FUND
89-1 OSHA $22,343.57 Balance from 1/1/2003

95-2 Evergreen $  9,871.30 Balance from 1/1/2003

98-1 Evergreen $12,061.44 Balance from 1/1/2003

98-3A Jail $  1,000.00 Balance from transfer 8/28/2019

00-1 Fairground $  4,197.29 Balance forward from 1/1/2005

04-1 Jay Covered Bridge $20,555.87 Balance from 2011 funds

06-1 EMS Gore Mountain $47,829.58 Balance from 2006 Resolution #287

09-1 Old Military- 
Stage 2

$287,815.87 Balance from 2009 Resolution #139

09-2 Lewis Bridge $96,086.00 Balance from 2009 Resolution #139

11-1 Moriah Center
Bridge

($15,588.65) Project overspent 2015 &2016

11-2 Reber Culvert $65,644.92 Balance from 2011 & 2012 transferred
Budgets

11-4 Tahawus/Hudson
Bridge

 $43,398.16  Balance from 2011 & 2012 transferred
 Budgets

15-2 Cleaner Greener #2        $ 127.98  Balance from 2015 funds
16-1 Hazelton Bridge    $23,497.70  Balance of 2016 Resolution #261
17-3 Wells Hill Culvert       ($285.00)  Project overspent 2019
17-6 Campsite Bridge     $27,291.91 Balance from 2018 transferred Budget 
 58A Right of Way       $1,100.00 Balance forward from 7/30/2003

 General Fund Total $  646,947.94



COUNTY ROAD FUND
04-1 Water Street Bridge $27,501.98 Balance from County Road 2004

transferred Budget
04-1 Jay Covered Bridge     3,581.00 Balance from County Road 2011 funds
04-1 County Route 22      6,661.02 Balance from County Road 2005

Resolution #294
11-3 Elk Drive    69,495.32 Balance from County Road 2014

transferred Budget
15-6 Nutrition Building         ($0.05) Project overspent 2019

 County Road Fund Total          $107,239.27

TOTAL FUNDS TO COME FROM CAPITAL FUND $754,187.21

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Thurston, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 268 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 214 OF 
OCTOBER 6, 2025, AUTHORIZING THE ESSEX COUNTY

PURCHASING AGENT TO GO OUT TO BID/RFP FOR VARIOUS
DEPARTMENTS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Hughes, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Personnel Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 214,  passed on October 6, 2025, the Essex County
Board of Supervisors authorized to go out to bid for the purchase of a vehicle for the
District Attorney’s Office, in an amount not to exceed $30,000.00, from State Forfeiture
Account; and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 214 needs to be amended to go out to bid and to award
bid for the purchase of a vehicle for the District Attorney’s Office, in an amount not to
exceed $30,000.00, from State Forfeiture Account.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
to amend Resolution No.214, as referenced above, except as herein amended, all other
items remain the same.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Doty, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 269 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR
COUNTY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AMENDMENT TO
ALL INTERMUNICIPAL AGREEMENTS BETWEEN ESSEX
COUNTY AND ITS VARIOUS TOWNS RELATIVE TO THE

DISTRIBUTION OF THE COUNTY’S PORTION OF THE
HOTEL/MOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX CREATING A NEW

AGREEMENT WITH THE TERM BEGINNING 
JANUARY 1, 2026 AND ENDING ON DECEMBER 31, 2030

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Clark, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Personnel Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Essex County has entered into agreements with its various towns in
August of 2023 relative to the distribution of a portion of the monies Essex County receives
as a result of the hotel/motel occupancy tax; and

WHEREAS, these agreements provide that from the 40% allocation of all
hotel/motel occupancy taxes after the deduction of $40,000 to be used for Fairgrounds
purposes, $85,000 for ROOST administration fee, and $5,000 County administration fee,
each year the County agreed to pay the towns as follows:

A. 60% of the remaining 40% County allocation shall be divided equally
amongst the eighteen (18) towns.

B. 40% of the remaining 40% County allocation shall be divided amongst the
towns based upon a blended percentage of the Airbnb and hotel/motel/STR
rentals from each town.

Attached at Schedule A is an example of the allocation to be used which was used
for the year 2024; and 

WHEREAS, the term of these prior agreements are for one (1) year to be
automatically renewed; and

WHEREAS, Essex County and the parties are desirous of changing the term of
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

these agreements to one (1) five-year term with no renewals.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the County Chairman or County Manager to enter into an amendment to all intermunicipal
agreements between Essex County and its various towns relative to the distribution of the
County’s portion of the hotel/motel occupancy tax by amending the term and changing the
original term for one (1) year to five (5) years to begin January 1, 2026 and ending on
December 31, 2030.
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all other terms and conditions of the existing
agreement shall remain in full force and effect.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor DeLoria, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:                0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 270 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR
COUNTY MANAGER TO OPT-OUT OF 

THE CLASS SETTLEMENT

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Reusser, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Personnel Committee, with the approval of the
Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, Essex County’s attorneys, Napoli, Shkolnik, PLLC have advised that
the Generic Antitrust Pricing Litigation Defendants SUN PHARMACEUTICAL
INDUSTRIES, INC. and TARO PHARMACEUTICALS U.S.A., INC. have reached a class
settlement with the State Attorneys Generals and the End Payor Class; and

WHEREAS, the settlement amount for the End Payor Class is $200 million, and
allocation of this class settlement will be based on the number of participating entities that
remain in the class, which could be as high as 81,800 group health plans, and the amount
of money Essex County spent to purchase drugs from these defendants; and 

WHEREAS, Napoli, Shkolnik, PLLC have recommended that we opt-out of the class
settlement current claims contain, and by remaining in the class, any claims against Sun
Pharmaceutical Industries, Inc. and Taro Pharmaceuticals U.S.A., Inc. would be entirely
extinguished.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
the County Chairman or County Manager to have the authority to OPT-OUT of the
settlement class.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Brassard, and adopted upon a
roll-call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:                0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 271 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION REQUESTING TO RESCIND RESOLUTION NO. 207
OF AUGUST 3, 2015, AND PROCEED UNDER REAL PROPERTY

TAX LAW 503(7)

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, with the approval of the Ways
and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 207, passed on August 3, 2015, the Essex County
Board of Supervisors authorized, under Real Property Tax Law §503, to amend the
subdivision map fee schedule to a two to three lot subdivision map; and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 207 needs to be rescinded and to proceed under Real
Property Tax Law §503(7) and adjust the subdivision certificate schedule to charge $25.00
for a one through three lot subdivision, as currently there is no charge for a one lot
subdivision.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
to rescind Resolution No. 207, as referenced above, and proceed under Real Property Tax
Law §503(7) to charge $25.00, for a one through three lot subdivision.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Hughes, and adopted upon a
roll-call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 272 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO AMEND THE ESSEX
COUNTY REAL PROPERTY FEE SCHEDULE

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, with the approval of the Ways
and Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts the
updated Essex County Real Property Fee Schedule, as per the new schedule attached
hereto and made a part hereof.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Wright, and adopted.





Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 273 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO LEVY THE 2026 SELF-
INSURANCE AND 2025 REAL PROPERTY CHARGEBACKS TO

THE TOWNS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Brassard, who moved its
adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee and approval of the Ways and
Means Committee of this Body, and the same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors is hereby
authorized and directed to levy, from towns as accumulated chargebacks accrued,
consisting of chargebacks from corrections to the tax rolls, as well as any incidental
charges to the towns of Essex County as follows:

TOWN 2026 SELF-INSURANCE 2025 REAL PROPERTY

Chesterfield $ 10,381.45

Crown Point        X

Elizabethtown        X

Essex $   6,326.70

Jay $ 77,316.84

Keene $ 24,727.74 $ 2,243.80

Lewis        X

Minerva $ 23,886.15 $  1,513.00

Moriah $ 37,168.78

Newcomb        X

North Elba $ 99,329.16

Page 1



North Hudson        X

St. Armand        $1,426.00

Schroon        X

Ticonderoga        X

Westport        X

Willsboro $ 20,892.03 $2,422.00

Wilmington $   8,733.29 $   939.40

TOTAL $308,762.14 $8,543.40

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no chargeback shall be made against any

town which, prior to the close of business on December 2, 2025, furnishes the Essex

County Real Property Tax Services Director with a written statement that such town will

be making the payment of an amount on or before December 31, 2025.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Wilson, and duly adopted upon a

roll-call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 274 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING LONG-TERM EMPLOYEES OF
ESSEX COUNTY

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Gillilland, who moved its
adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby recognizes
the following long-term Essex County Employees for the month of December 2025:

10 Years of Service
• Martin Chapuk, Sheriff’s Department

15 Years of Service
• Erin Flaherty, Sheriff’s Department
• Devann Murphy, County Attorney
• Erica Sleeper, Probation Department
• Sara Smith, Veteran’s Office

25 Years of Service
• Heather Sheehan, Probation Department

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board hereby extends their heartfelt
appreciation to these employees for their dedication and service to Essex County.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 275 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF CONGRESSMAN NICK
LANGWORTHY’S ENERGY CHOICE ACT (H.R. 3699, S. 1945)

AND IN OPPOSITION TO GOVERNMENT-MANDATED 
NATURAL GAS BANS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor DeLoria, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, affordable and reliable energy is essential to the health, safety, and
economic prosperity of New York families, businesses, and communities; and

WHEREAS, natural gas remains a dependable, cost-effective, and clean-burning

 energy source used by millions of New Yorkers to heat their homes, cook their food, and
power their businesses; and

WHEREAS, in 2019, New York State enacted the Climate Leadership and

Community Protection Act (CLCPA), which mandates aggressive emissions reductions and
serves as the foundation for sweeping energy restrictions, including efforts to phase out
natural gas; and

WHEREAS, building on the CLCPA, Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York

State Legislature in 2023 enacted provisions in the state budget banning natural gas and
other fossil fuel hookups in most new residential and commercial buildings, effective 2026
for smaller buildings, and 2029 for larger buildings, thereby eliminating consumer choice
and limiting access to affordable energy; and

WHEREAS, Governor Hochul has publicly supported these bans and related

measures as part of her administration’s climate and energy agenda, despite widespread
concerns that such mandates will increase costs, strain grid reliability, and restrict energy
diversity; and

WHEREAS, these top-down policies undermine affordability, threaten reliability

during peak demand, and strip away the freedom of consumers and businesses to choose
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the energy sources that best meet their needs; and
WHEREAS, Congressman Nick Langworthy of New York and Senator Jim Justice

of West Virginia introduced the Energy Choice Act (H.R. 3699, S. 1945), federal legislation
that ensures state and local governments cannot restrict consumer access to natural gas
and other affordable energy sources, thereby protecting freedom of choice for New
Yorkers and all Americans; and

WHEREAS, the Energy Choice Act would safeguard households, small businesses,

hospitals, farmers, and manufacturers from harmful government overreach and preserve
access to an “all-of-the-above” energy strategy that strengthens reliability and affordability.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of

Supervisors strongly supports the Energy Choice Act as introduced by Congressman
Langworthy (H.R. 3699) and Senator Justice (S. 1945) and stands firmly opposed to New
York State’s natural gas bans, the CLCPA-driven restrictions, and other state energy
mandates that eliminate consumer choice; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors urges

Congress to pass the Energy Choice Act to defend consumer choice, protect energy
affordability, and preserve reliable access to natural gas for New Yorkers; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to

Congressman Nick Langworthy, Senator Jim Justice, the New York Congressional
delegation, Senators Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand, Governor Kathy Hochul, and
leadership of the New York State Legislature.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 276 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR
COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH DECKARD TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
FOR SHORT TERM RENTAL COMPLIANCE SERVICES FOR AN

INITIAL TERM OF ONE YEAR

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor DeLoria, who moved its adoption. 

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary.

WHEREAS, the Greene County legislature authorized a request for proposal (RFP)
for the purchase of short term rental compliant services in June of 2025; and

WHEREAS, Greene County accepted the bid of Deckard Technologies, Inc. In the
amount of $65,750.00; and

WHEREAS, Greene County permits piggybacking off of their contracts with
successful bidders provided the vendor agrees and the contract is made based on the
same terms, conditions and specifications as the Greene County contract award; and

WHEREAS, Essex County is desirous of piggybacking on to the Greene County
contract with Deckard Technologies, Inc. bearing Contract No. MSA 08.26.2025.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Essex County hereby authorizes the
County Chairman or County Manager to contract with Deckard Technologies, Inc. for short
term rental compliance services for an initial term of one (1) year, in an amount not to
exceed $62,850.00, with mutual renewal option as outlined in the agreement subject to the
approval of the County Attorney; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Essex County authorizes future amendments
to the scope of services, contract terms, vendor deliverables provided such additions are
consistent with applicable law in the County’s procurement policy and are approved by the
County Manager and County Attorney.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Reusser, and adopted upon a roll-call
vote, as follows:

AYES: 2179 votes
NOES:  365 votes (Brassard)
ABSENT:  309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 277 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE TO THE FAMILY OF 

CHARLES G. WHITSON, JR.

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Thurston, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary. 

WHEREAS, Charles G. Whitson, Jr., of Bloomingdale, New York passed away at
his home on November 18, 2025; and

WHEREAS, Charlie was born in Saranac Lake, New York on September 23, 1944,
the son of Mildred (Hare) and Charles Whitson, Sr.; and

WHEREAS, Charlie graduated from Saranac Lake High School and while still in
high school went to work for Grand Union supermarket; and 

WHEREAS, after graduation, Charlie proudly served a four year term in the U.S.
Navy working as a metal smith aboard aircraft carriers; upon his return to Bloomingdale,
New York, Charlie worked as a manager for Grand Union and Tops Grocery stores for 35
years before retiring in 2004; and

WHEREAS, Charlie served as a Councilman on the Town of St. Armand Town
Board for 32 years; became St. Armand’s interim Supervisor in December of 2012; and a
member of the Essex County Board of Supervisors and Town of St. Armand Supervisor for
5 years; and

WHEREAS, as a Supervisor of the Town of St. Armand and a member of the Essex
County Board of Supervisors, Charlie was attentive to the needs of his town and the
County and measured in his approach to the issues; and

WHEREAS, Charlie was fair, straightforward and gracious in his dealings as Town
Supervisors and a member of the Essex County Board of Supervisors and was regarded
by his peers as a man of integrity; and



WHEREAS, Charlie was a true friend and public servant of the people of St.
Armand and Essex County always providing for their interests whether they be local, state
or national; and

WHEREAS, Charles G. Whitson, Jr. is survived by his wife of 57 years, Franca,
son, Daniel Whitson and daughter, Alice Strack; grandchildren, Brandyn and Elyssa Strack
and Dominic and Alexandra Whitson; and

WHEREAS, Charlie is also survived by his brother, David (Nancy) Whitson; niece
Alicia Whitson and nephew, David Whitson; and

WHEREAS, Charlie was a loving son, husband, father, grandfather, brother, uncle,
and friend who will be sorely missed but never forgotten.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, Clerk of the Board,
County Manager and County Attorney, his friend, hereby express and extend their deepest
sympathy and condolences to the family of Charles G. Whitson, Jr.; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes of
this Board of Supervisors, with a suitably embossed copy thereof to be forwarded to the
Whitson family.

This resolution was unanimously seconded and adopted.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 278 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A STANDARDIZED COUNTY POLICY
FOR THE PROVISION OF COUNTY SERVICES 

TO THE VARIOUS TOWNS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Reusser, who moved its
adoption.

Upon the recommendation of the Ways and Means Committee of this Body, and the
same appearing proper and necessary. 

WHEREAS, the Essex County Board of Supervisors recognizes that the County is
composed of 18 individual towns, each of which works closely with various departments
within Essex County government.  Over time, collaborative efforts between County and
Town governments have proven essential to delivering efficient and effective public
service to residents; and

WHEREAS, it has also become evident that the nature and volume of requests from
Town Supervisors to County Departments can vary widely.  While many requests are
relatively small in scope when considered individually, the cumulative impact of similar
requests across all 18 towns can be substantial.  In some cases, County Departments may
receive the same or comparable requests from multiple Town Supervisors simultaneously,
resulting in an unexpected and significant workload; and

WHEREAS, this situation can create operational challenges for County
Departments that are already tasked with fulfilling their core “County” responsibilities. 
Without standardized system of coordination or prioritization, these overlapping or
duplicated requests may strain departmental capacity, reduce efficiency, and inadvertently
delay both County and Town projects; and

WHEREAS, recognizing these realities, the Board of Supervisors has developed
a standardized framework for managing services and requests and collaborative projects
between County Departments and Town governments.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Essex County Board of Supervisors
hereby enacts the attached Standardized County Services with Towns Policy and the
accompanying forms and checklists to be used by all Towns in requesting County services
dated December 1, 2025, on file with the Clerk of the Board.

This resolution was seconded by Supervisor Monty, and duly adopted.



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 279 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE SADDLE
HILL, TOWN OF LEWIS, ESSEX COUNTY, SITE LEASE TO RENEW

FOR AN ADDITIONAL FIVE YEAR PERIOD BEGINNING 
DECEMBER 15, 2025 THROUGH DECEMBER 15, 2030, 

IN THE ANNUAL RENT AMOUNT OF $3,737.50
 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

WHEREAS, Essex County currently rents a portion of Saddle Hill, Town of Lewis,
property bearing Town of Lewis Tax Map No. 42.2-1-63.110, from Spruce Mill Brook, LLC;
and

WHEREAS, Spruce Mill Brook, LLC, and Essex County entered into a renewal site
lease agreement dated November 21, 2023, through December 12, 2025, at the rent of
$3,250.00 per year; and

WHEREAS, the parties agree to an additional five (5) year term of the existing
lease to commence on December 15, 2025 and ending on December 15, 2030, wherein
the annual rent will be $3,737.50.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
its County Chairman or County Manager to execute a site lease renewal agreement
between Essex County and Spruce Mill Brook, LLC for the term December 15, 2025 and
ending December 15, 2030, with the annual rent of $3,737.50, all other terms and
conditions shall remain in full force and effect.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Brassard, and adopted, upon a
roll-call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 280 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 2025-2026 NORTH COUNTRY
COMMUNITY COLLEGE CAPITAL PROJECT FOR ATHLETICS

FACILITY UPGRADES AND IMPROVEMENTS, 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $450,000

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Wilson, who moved its
adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper
and necessary.

WHEREAS, North Country Community College has filed its request to proceed
with the Athletics Facility upgrades and improvements capital project for 2025-2026,
in the amount of $450,000.00, with the Clerk of this Board.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors, after due
consideration, hereby approves the 2025-2026 North Country Community College
capital project for Athletics Facility Upgrades and Improvements in the total amount of
$450,000.00. The college will use $225,000.00 in NCCC Foundation Contributions and
seek a match of $225,000.00; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, New York Education Law §6310 permits
Essex County to apply for matching funds through SUNY for the New York State share
of eligible capital projects; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Essex County Board of Supervisors
hereby adopts this resolution and authorizes North Country Community College to
initiate a capital project in order to request reimbursement up to 50% of eligible project
costs (50% State share) from the State of New York through the Dormitory Authority
of the State of New York or directly from the State of New York dependent on the State
appropriation backing the project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no funds from the County's General Fund
should be committed for this purpose.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Doty, and adopted, upon a
roll-call vote as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 281  December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE 2026 TENTATIVE 
ESSEX COUNTY BUDGET SUBJECT TO AMENDMENT

AND FINAL ADOPTION OF 
THE 2026 ESSEX COUNTY BUDGET 

      
The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Monty, who moved its adoption.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts the
submission of the 2026 Tentative Essex County Budget subject to amendment and final
adoption of the 2026 Essex County Budget.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Hughes, and adopted, upon a roll-
call vote, as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 282 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2026 TENTATIVE ESSEX
COUNTY BUDGET, AS THE 2026 ESSEX

COUNTY BUDGET AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS
PURSUANT TO COUNTY LAW §356

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Wright, who moved its adoption.

WHEREAS, the Essex County Board of Supervisors has met and considered the
2026 tentative budget and conducted a public hearing thereon on November 24, 2025, at
9:30 a.m., as required by County Law §359; and

WHEREAS, the Board thereafter conducted budget hearings with each department
head to review and consider amendments to the tentative budget in order to reduce the
projected tax increase, and based upon such hearings has amended the tentative budget.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts the
2026 Tentative Essex County Budget, as heretofore amended, as the final 2026 Essex
County Budget; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the several amounts specified in such budget
in the column entitled "Adopted" for the several objects set forth in said 2026 budget,
totaling $138,093,071, be appropriated for such objects effective January 1, 2026, with
said budget containing total revenues of $106,882,434; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the sum of $2,210,637 is hereby appropriated
from the General Fund Balance for the 2026 Essex County Budget hereby adopted; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the sum of $29,000,000 shall be raised by 2.21%
taxes levied upon the real property within the County for the 2026 Essex County Budget
hereby adopted. 

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Monty, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 283 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION LEVYING 2025 COUNTY AND TOWN TAXES
AND ASSESSMENTS, APPROVING THE COMPLETED

TAX ROLLS, AND DIRECTING THE EXECUTION
AND DELIVERY OF THE TAX WARRANTS

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Wright, who moved its adoption.

WHEREAS, there has been presented to this Board of Supervisors a duly certified
copy of the annual budget for each of the eighteen towns of Essex County for the fiscal
year commencing January 1, 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Essex County Board of Supervisors has duly adopted its annual
budget for the fiscal year 2026 by Resolution No. 282, which budget provides for
appropriation of funds in the total amount of $138,093,071, for revenues of $106,882,434
and for a total tax levy of $29,000,000. 

BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Town Law §115, the amounts specified in the
annual town budgets, as adopted by the respective Town Boards, to be raised by tax or
assessment shall be levied, assessed, raised and collected against, from, and upon the
real property of the respective towns liable therefor at the time and in the manner provided
by law for the levy of county taxes; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that pursuant to County Law §360, the amounts
specified in the 2026  County budget to be raised by tax, amounting to $29,000,000, shall
be levied, assessed, raised and collected against, from, and upon the real property of the
County liable therefor at the time and in the manner provided by law; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town and County taxes be extended against
each parcel on said rolls, with such taxes as extended being hereby determined to be the
taxes due on each such parcel as set forth thereon; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there be annexed to each of said rolls a tax
warrant in the form prepared by the Clerk of the Board, as provided by Real Property Tax
Law §904, that such warrants should be in the respective amounts heretofore authorized
to be levied upon said rolls, that under the seal of the Essex County Board of Supervisors
the said rolls with said warrants are to be forthwith collected within and from the several
tax districts of the County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that such taxes and assessments, when collected,
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shall be paid to the Supervisor of the respective town and to the Essex County Treasurer
in the amounts as shown on the Contents of Collectors Warrants for distribution by them
in the manner provided by law.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Hughes, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)
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Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 284 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2026 FOR WHICH FUNDS ARE APPROPRIATED IN

THE 2026 ESSEX COUNTY BUDGET

      
The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Reusser, who moved its

adoption.

Upon a motion to consider from the floor, and the same appearing proper and
necessary.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes
and directs the County Manager and/or Chairman of the Board to execute all contracts for
fiscal year 2026 for the various departments of County Government for which funds have
been appropriated in the 2026 Essex County Budget as adopted.

This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor Barber, and adopted upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:       0 votes
ABSENT:   309 votes (Stanley, Tyler)



Essex County Board of Supervisors 

Resolution No. 285 December 1, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

RESOLUTION INTRODUCING PROPOSED
LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 2026

      
The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Hughes, who moved its

adoption.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors hereby
introduces proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2026, fixing the 2026 salaries of County officers
who are elected or who are appointed for a fixed term, as follows:
      

"ESSEX COUNTY LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 2026
      

A local law fixing the 2026 salaries of County officers who are elected or who are
appointed for a fixed term.

 BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Supervisors of Essex County as follows:

§1. The annual salaries during fiscal year 2026 for the following County
officers who are elected or who are appointed for a fixed term shall be as follows:

Position  2026 Salary
Clerk of the Board.............................................. $ 85,667.08  
** includes $2,000 Public Information Office)                 
Commissioner of Social Services ...................... $112,510.78 
Commissioner of Elections ................................ $  33,397.00 
Community Resources Director......................... $  87,152.00 
Conflict Defender............................................... $ 120,000.00
Coroners............................................................ $     5,642.00
County Attorney................................................. $ 180,496.00
County Auditor................................................... $   80,392.00
County Clerk...................................................... $   94,829.64
County Manager ................................................ $ 135,956.00

Page 1



County Sheriff..................................................... $116,300.62
County Transportation Coordinator .................... $  82,792.00
County Treasurer................................................ $  94,829.64
Director of Community Mental Health Services ..$110,134.72 
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator …………$  92,352.00 
Information Systems Director ............................. $  30,076.80
Personnel Officer ............................................... $  82,809.98
Public Defender .................................................. $160,627.81
 *Includes $32,000.00 grant funds
Public Health Director......................................... $116,300.62
Real Property Tax Services Director .................. $  90,272.00
Superintendent of Public Works......................... $112,674.22

         §2.          This local law shall take effect 45 days after adoption hereof; except that
in the event a valid petition protesting against this local law is filed with the Clerk within
45 days of such adoption, this local law shall take effect only upon approval by the
affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of Essex County.”

      AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Essex County Board of Supervisors
shall hold and conduct a public hearing on the foregoing proposed local law on
December 29, 2025, at 9:30 a.m. of that day, to hear any and all persons concerning the
same.  

       This resolution was duly seconded by Supervisor McNally, and adopted, upon a roll-
call vote as follows:

AYES: 2544 votes
NOES:             0 votes
ABSENT:    309  votes (Stanley, Tyler)
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